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PREFACE. 


Tiii 


The time of my absence from England comprehends a space of 
little more than two years. — On the 37th of Oct. 1807, I sailed from 
Portsmouth with Sir Haiifoed Jones, Bart. K. C. His Majesty s 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Court of 
Persia, in H. M. S. /SappMre, Captain George Davies : after having 
touched at Madeira and at the Cape of Good Hope, we reaclietl 
Bombay on the 26th of April, 1808; owing to some political arrange- 
ments we did not quit Bombay till the 12th September. W<' arrived at 
j Bmhire on the 13th October, and proceeded towards the Persian 

; capital on the 13th December. H. M. Mission reached Tehemn on the 

! 14th February, 1809 : on the 12th March the preliminary treaty wiw 

; signed between Sir Harford Jones and the Persian Pleni|>oU'n- 

i tiaries; and on the 7 th May I quitted Te/ieraw with Mi re a Abu i, 

Hassan, the King of Persia’s Envoy Extraordinary to the Court of 
I London, with whom I reached Smyrna on the 7th September, and em- 

i barked there on board H. M. S. Success, Captain Ayscough. Having 

! at Malta changed the Success for H. M. S. Formidable, we finally reached 

Plymouth on the 23th November, 1809. 


I should be wanting in gratitude, if I did not here express the 
obligations which I owe to my fellow traveller, Mieea Abul Hass.v n, 



the late Persian Envoy Extraordinary, for much information on sub- 
jects relating to his own country, and for all the facilities of ac(|uiriug 
his language, which his communicative and amiable disposition all<>rded 
me. As this personage was distinguished, during his stay in England, 
by attentions more marked and continued than, perhaps, were ever 
paid to any foreigner, I have conceived that I should not trespass loc) 
much on the patience of my readers by inserting a sketch of his lite;* 


* See Chapter XII. p. 220-3. 
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I feel at least that it will prove very acceptable to those who have- 
shown him, as a stranger, so much fiiendship and hospitality. 

In my narrative I have confined myself to relate our proceedings 
from the time we left Bombay to ray arrival at Coiistanfinople. The 
sea voyages, from England to India, and from Constantinople to 
England, are too well known to require any thing more to be written, 
about them. 

The engravings that are inserted are made from drawings which I 
took on the spot ; they are done in a slight manner, and therefore are 
more intended to give general ideas, than to enter into any nicety 
of detail. 

For the map from Bmhire to Teheran I am indebted to my friend 
Captain James Sutherland, of the Bombay army; and for the 
general one of the countries, through which my route carried me, I 
must here return my thanks to Major Ren nell, who has furnished me 
with this valuable document, and who has kindly assisted me in this, as 
well as on other occasions when I found myself deficient, with Ms 
advice and information. The map from. Tehei'an to Amasia is the result 
of my own observation, corrected by the same masterly hand. It ter- 
minates at Amasia, because my journey from that place to Constanti- 
nople was performed as much by night as it was by day, and prosecuted 
with too great speed to permit me to observe with accuracy. Besides 
which, in Turkey, where the people are much more jealous and watchful 
of travellers than in Persia, I found that I could not make my remarks 
so much at my ease as I wished, although assisted by the disguise of a 
Persian dress. The courses and distances, noted in the journal, are only 
to be regarded as a kipd of dead reckoning, subject to correction by the 
application of latitudes in certain places, and of approximated posi- 

b 
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tions in others; and, in all, by allowances for tiie inflexions nisu 
inequalities of the roads. 

I am indebted to Messrs. Jukes and Beuce, of tiie Bomba) 
service, for the information which they furnished me whilst 1 \\as in 
Persia, and I have not failed to make my acknowledgments, whermer 
such information has been inserted. 

But I must, in particular, express my gratitude to Mr. Robki; i 
Harry Inglis, for the kindness with which he oflin-ed to correct and 
arrange my memoranda, and prepare my journals for the |)ress.'^' 

I beg leave to repAit that this volume is meant meri'lv as prtn i- 
sional, and that I am far from entertaining the presumption that, it 
will class with the valuable pages of CiiARniN, Le Brux, Haxway, 
Niebuhr, or Olivier. It is to be expected, that the extensive com- 
munication that will be opened with Persia, in consequence of our late 
political transactions with its court, will throw the whole extent of 
that very interesting part of the globe under our cognizance ; and tiiat, 
among other subjects of inquiry, its numerous antiquities, wdiich have 
as yet been but imperfectly explored, will throw new lights upon its 
ancient history, manners, religion, and language. 


* The Editor is further responsible for the account of the piraicH, and of S/ir/pour; and 
for the notes, except those within inverted commas, which are taken from MSS. of Mr. 
Moeieb. 


INTRODUCTION. 


The history of Persia from the death of Nadir Shah to the 
accession of the present King, comprehending a period of fifty-one 
years, presents little else than a catalogue of the names of tyrants 
and usurpers, and a succession of murders, treacheries and scenes 
of misery. 

After the assassination of Nadir, one of the most formidable of 
the competitors for the vacant throne, was Mahomed Hassan 
Khan, the head of Cadjar tribe, and a person of high rank 
among the nobles of Shah Thamas, the last king of the Seffi race.* 


•* The Cadjars, according to Olivieh, are a tribe of Turkish origin, who took refuge 
in Persia under the reign of Shah Abbas I. and received there the name of Cadjars or 
fugitives. See Fosteb, ii. 198. The historians of Nadib Shah mention (as one of the 
chiefs of that tribe, in the time of Shah Tahmas,) Futteh Aei Khan. Olivier states 
that in 1723 he was nominated to the government of Mazanderan; and that, when Nadie 
Shah assumed the crown, he resisted his authority, was defeated and killed. In Jones’s 
Nadib, lib. i. c. xi. there appears a Fethali Khan, whose history accords better with the 
allusion in the text, p. 242. Compare the Phat ali Khan of Bell, vol. i. and Fbasek’* 

b 21 ' 
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Mahomed Hassan Khan had several sons: Hossbin JvotsLs 
Khan, the eldest, was father to the present King of Persia, and 
was killed in a battle with the Turcomans : Aga Mahomed Kh a is , tlic 
second son, was the immediate predecessor of his ncpiicw on tiic 
throne. 

Mahomed Hassan Khan had not long assumed the crown, when 
he was opposed by Kerim Khan, a native ol Courdisian ; who, 
under pretence of protecting the rights of Ismael,* a lineal ih'seen- 
dant of the Seifi family, and then a child, secured to hiinself so large 
a slimie of influence and authority in the state, that he, very soon 
supplanted virtually the pageant that he had erected; and, while he 
still concealed his ambition under the name of Vakeel or Regent, exer- 
cised all the real powers of the sovereign of Persia. The birth of 
Kerim Khan was obscure; but the habits of his early years qualified 
him fist the times in which he lived, and the destiny to which he 


IJadir Shah, p. 89- His eldest son was Mahomed Hassan Khan, whose pretensions 
and rise and fell are stated fully by Oliviee, vol. vi. 13-17-82, and whose history, (under 
his various names of Baba Khan, Mumtaz Khan, Foetea Ali.a Khan, &c.) is noticed 
hi Feankein, p. 299. Ives, p. 220. Fostee, vol. ii. 199. Tooke’s Catheeine, ii. 00. 
SeoTT Wabin©, Ssu &c. 

* Ismael was ^lid by Ms first patron, Ali Meedan Khan Backtvari, to be the son 
of Sev» Movstapha, by a daughter of Shah Hussein. Oliviee, vi. 21. He was the 
pageant recognised by three several competitors; he was first proclaimed King by Ahi 
Meehan, again in 17fi6, by Keeih ; and a third time, in the same year, by Mahomed 
Hassan, who, like his immediate rivals, and like Nadie, still in Ms first successes pro- 
fessed Mmifllf to he the sMve of the rightful monarch. 
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aspired. His family, indeed, was a low branch of an obscure fiihe in 
Courdistan, that of the Zunds, from which his dynasty has been deno- 
minated ; and his profession was the single occupation of all his coun- 
trymen, robbery,* which, when it thus becomes a national object, loses 
in reputation all its grossness. Here he acquired the talents and 
hardihood of a soldier; and was renowned for an effectual spirit of 
enterprise, and for great personal skill in the exercise of the sword, a 
qualification of much value among his people. The long revolutions 
of Persia called forth every talent and every passion ; and the hopes of 
Kerim KnAisr were excited by the partial successes of others, and 
by the consciousness of his own resources. He entered the field ; and 
eventually overcame Mahomed Hassan Khan, his principal compe- 
titor, who fled and was killed in Mazanderan, The conqueror having 
seized and confined the children of his rival, proceeded to quell the 
several inferior chiefs, who, in their turns, had aspired to the succes- 
sion. His superior activity and talents finally secured the dominion ; 
and having, in 1755, settled at Shiraz, he made that city the seat of 
his government. He beautified it by many public buildings, both of 
use and luxury ; and their present state attests the solid magnificence of 
his taste. His memory is much lamented in Persia; as his reign, a 
reign of dissipation and splendor, was congenial to the character of the 
people. In his time prostitutes were publicly protected ; their calling was 
classed among the professions ; and the chief, or representative, of their 


* He made no scruple of avowing that in Hs youth he pursued the occupation of s 
robber ; and that his fore teeth had been demolished by the kick of an ass which M 
“ ha4 stolen and was carrying off.” Foster’s Travels, vol. ii. p. ML 
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numbejs, attended by all the state and parade . : ? ' espeelt'd 

of the Khans sxid Mirzas, used daily to stand bch. >vcrt'ign at 

his Durbar. 

On the 13th of March, 1779, Keeim Khan died a natural death, 
an extraordinary occurrence in the modern history of Persia, having 
reigned (according to the different dates assigned to his accession, 
from the deaths of different competitors) from nineteen to thirty years. 
From the fall of Mahomed Hassan Khan the better epoch, his 
conqueror lived nineteen years, with almost undisputed aiitliorif y. 

After his death all was again in confusion; and the kingdom pre- 
sented a renewal of blood and usurpation. It is scarcely necessary to 
state the short-lived struggles of his successors : their very names have 
ceased to interest us. It is sufficient therefore to add, that his sons 
and brothers, and other relatives, attacked each other for fourteen years 
after his death ; till the fortunes of the whole family were finally over- 
whelmed in the defeat of Loolp Ali Khan, the last and greatest of 
these claimants; and the dominion was transferred, in the year 1794, 
to his conqueror, Aga Mahomed Khan, of the present royal race; 
of Persia. 

In latter years, during the war between the East India Company 
and Tippoo Saib, under the administration of the Marquis Welleh- 
EEY, the political relations of England and Persia were renewed. An 
embassy, wHch Tippoo sent to Fatteh Ali Shah, the present King 
of Persia, was followed soon after by a rival mission, whicli the Indian 
government confided to the care of Mehede Ali Khan, a man of 
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Persian extraction. In the mean times indeeds Tippoo was killed; 
and his death left us in possession of the Persian councils. After this 
Captain Malcolm, in the year 1801, was sent to solicit the alliance 
of Persia against Zem A UN Shah, King of the Jfgham. That gen- 
tleniaii concluded a treaty,^' by which it was stipulated that Persia 
should attack Khormsan and the Afghan States, and that we shouH 
contribute our assistance in the expences of the war. The King of 
Persia carried his arms into Kho'mmn^ and conquered that provincco 


The mission of Captain Malcolm was returned by one from, 
the King of Persia to the Indian GoTcrnment. Hajee Kblil 
Khan was sent as the embassador, but unfortunately he was killed in 
a fray at Bombay, as he was attempting to quell a disturbance be- 
tween his servants and some Indians, To explain this untoward event, 
Mr. Lovett, a gentleman in the Bengal civil service, was dispatched; 
but he proceeded no further with his mission than to Bnshire, and de= 
livered it over to Mr, Manesty, the East India Company's Resident 
at Bumrah, Another embassy was now sent from the Persian Court i 
and Mahomed Nebee Khan, the Envoy appointed, luckily reached 
without any accident 

Some time after, French agents were traced into Persia, and the 
views of France begun to be suspected. Monsieur Jouannin, an 
intelligent Frenchman, succeeded in getting the Persian Court to send 
a mission to Buonaparte. The Envoy, by name Iffrm Reoa, 
went from Persia in 1806 ; and concluded a treaty with France at 


* The treaty forms the Appendix to General Mai.coi.m’s Political History of India, 
p. 633-M9. 5 





JOURNEY THROUGH PERSIA, 


CHAP. I. 



BOMBAY TO BUSHIBE. 


DEPARTURE PROM BOMBAY — LAND OF GUZERAT — COAST OF MEK- 
RAN— -BALODCHES — ^ENTRANOE,;, 'OE THE GULPH OP' PERSIA— 

IMAUM OP muscat: HIS FLEET— SOUNDINGS IN THE GULPH 

BUSHIRE— VISIT OP THE SHEIK — LANDING IN PERSIA. 



On the 6th of September 1808, when His Majesty^s Mission to the 
court of Teheran was still at Bom the Envoy extraordinary. Sir Har- 
ford Jones, received dispatches from the Governor-general at Calcvtta^ 
which determined him to proceed immediately to Persia. The esta- 
blishment of the mission had been changed since our arrival in India; 
Major L. F. Smith, who left England as public Secretary, on landing 
at this settlement proceeded to Bengal; and the duties of Si^i^ 
tary of the Lection were aimexed to those, which, as private secret 
tary to the Envoy, I had Originally discharged. The suite was aug- 
mented at ,B<m26®y by Mr^ T homas Henry Sheridan, and Captain 
Jaiues Sutherland, severaily of the civil and military establishments 
of that presidency, by^ComoC Hen et W i lloce, of the Madras ca- 
vahy, udmmHnder of the body ^wd ; and was subsequently joined by 









BOMBAY TO BUSHIRE 


Lieutenant Blackee, of the Madr-as cavalry, and Mr. Gampbele, 
surgeon to the mission. Besides three European and some Indian ser- 
vants, the Envoy carried washermen and tailors, and some artificers, as 
carpenters, blacksmiths, and locksmiflis. 

On the 12th Sept. Sir Harpoed Jones, accompanied by Mr. She- 
ridan and myself, embarked* oii board his Majest/s frigate Nereide, 
Captain Coebett ; Capt. Sutherland and Mr. Willock went in 
the Sapphire, Capt. Davis : and the H. C. cruizer Sylph carried the 
Persian secretary, &c. The Governor of Bombay drew out the troops 
of the garrison to salute the Envoy on his embarkation : they formed 
a lane from the government-lmuse to the entrance of the dock-yard; 
and as He passed the troops presented arms, and the music played 
« God save the King." A salute of fifteen guns was fired on his 
quitting the shore, and Was answered by another from the frigate; a 
ceremony which always excites a powerful feeling of respect in the 
minds of the natives. 

In the afternoon of the 12th, the squadron left the harbour of 
Bombay : on the 13th, the Mereide had out-stripped the Sapphire, and 
had lost sight of the Sylph. The winds were variable and squally ; the 
thermometer in the cabin stood at 82°. About ten o^’clock, on the 
moTraing of the l*^h. we madb the land of l)iu; we stood close in shore, 
and taeked at twelve o^clock; the Portuguese colours #ere flying on the 
The thermometer was this dhy 80°. Idth. cfcs. The land of 
ikei'pmefat is extremely low. 3111 Point is studded wh2i towns and 
pagpdks. l6th. we madhfrnt frtde way; tackedofiT and on shore, and 
^tidguished a variety of buddings and towns on the coast. The 
largest plhce, which we marked k' onr progress, wasi The 

coast itself continued’ flat, Witt' scarcely afrinequal^l ' ■ ' ' 
fk iimday, the IStfi. pra^tk tt the ship's 

company on the quarfer-deci. r'lttr Scene stttck htore simple 

and more impressive than ttat, fdr a Ibng Bad witnessed. 
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composed of mat houses, and the greater part of the inhabitants (the 
number of the whole is very small) are weavers, who manufacture coarse 
linen and carpets of ordinary colours. From Crotchey to Cape Wlonze 
the people call themselves Balouclies; and from Monze to Cape Jasques, 
they take the name of Brodies : there is some difference in their language, 
perhaps in their religion also, but none in their dress or manners. The 
high lands about Cape Guadel are all extremely remarkable, rising in 
spires and turrets so correctly formed, as to give to many parts of the 
coast, an appearance of towns with their churches and castles. 


Their rocky summits, split and rent^ 

Form’d turret, dome, and battlement, 

Or seem’d fentastically set 
With cupola or minaret, 

Wild crests as paged ever deck’d 
• Or mosque of eastern architect. f . 

14.' 

One piece of land in particular, forming an entrance to the bay behind 



Cape Guadel, has the most striking resemblance to a long range of 
gothic ruin. We perceived three camels grazing on the heights of the 
cape, and some few signs of cultivation, which we had discovered on no 
other spot along the coast before. 

On the 3d. we saw the town of Chubar; and plainly distinguished 
among other objects a walled building, which we at first took to be a 
fort, but which according to the Directory, is a place of burial. We 
saw several boats with lateen sails, of a canvas, very 4 , conSpicuou 
white, cut exactly like the sails of the boats on the coast of and 
Sicily. The thermometer was. 84°. The 5tk was veiy sultiy, and the 


European posseiraors, for Hebbebt in passing it, obrerves, “ bevi^ Sir Robebt 
Shereye’s example of Cape Gmder * * ^ an infemous por| and in|^a^m by a^ perfidious 
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^°’ ^ wyid came fr< 

aad'iraiped tiie tables, jiaatlwalic^ rulers, and the f 

eabhi, beside^ sfeckTOg si wr jigging. This wind te 
,tiWk®ifet .o/ ;«n ii§^d, vhich gradually nlej 

Oct, fife, nt abciirt iOM P^^ocfe i» »(UBi»g, a 
iBO fiswt .tl3® #nlfewhi» ,wd in hours fc had passer 


at the .Arabian sh<we, te 

lofty and mairked p^ih ; it is the land about Cape Mn 
entmnce of the gulph be pBoperiy marked between 
reek and Cape Miikeldcm, 1 cafi .these jdaces by their ; 
down in pur sea (feartsj beeanseiheir wore proper appt 
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aMwiad camefrom off the land, 
md wa*ped tte ^Wes,®fttfewaffpal fn]ers, and the furniture m the 
cahha, besides sitcffe^ing # ©ur egging- This -wind .toght with a 
mf^rnmt.PrmmWwW ^ftduaWy cleared away, and 

W |iie lli^ 'inhw . 

0ct, .# aho»i ^ope nMncI: in the »(nning> a breeae sprni^g 
mp fym &e d»l4n^nr4 and in fife honm ^e had passed the in 

sbreastof the^island nf Kiskms. We saw 
at the mm Mgh^land the Arabiain 8h««:e, itominating in a 

lofty afi'd nnA^ pe^ ; it is the land about Cape MusseMom, The 
eatrano© of the pdph pay be ^operiy marked between Cape Bomba- 
Teek and Cape M^a^eldcM. I oafl .these jpflaces by their names, as laid 

down in our 'sea charts ^ because their wore propp* appellations would 

probably not be nUderstdofL Bmibw^k i(X insteiuce, which by sailors 
is also called Bmiihap rot^. Is derived originally from “ Moobarekt 
“ happy, fortunate." MitsseMtm is still a stronger instance of the per- 

,the'-cpant^^ffrdw S^meb,wli9wm a 
nn -tfin spot or writs ‘peighbouibood. 
I^ihh'lnifia^, when;.ifey'’j^ the pKwipntoryi^ thjow i^^ nuts, fruits 
'pr ftbwers iEto^^i^'^'^,^,_'tb’se(w^ yoyage. ^^Myinfoiwer 

■; ' pUitbe insulated and very singular 

■ piiass pf "cpuld' p^cpv^rffpn the .ship a large natu- 

lfie:,w|(Ae"was8 appeared like., a 
'fepi^.^i After having rounded 

genemlly called altogether 






Ja43&»ok mentions io 1797 one of Ms sMpS; wMcb'CSUimi 

■'! T la. ' -J. ‘ ^ 
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The strong south wind, with which we wei'e now favoured^ was at this 
season considered extraordinary. It blew so strong that the Nereide, 
with every sail set, went ten and eleven knots. It is accompanied with 
much haze, not indeed to be compared to that which came with the hot 
wind from off the shore, though in the same maimer it warped the fur- 
niture and slackened the rigging. 

On the 8th. we passed the island of Bmheah which, in Heathee's 
map, is placed much too frr to the eastward, and which ought to be 
called “ Khoshaub, or pleasant water,” from the fresh spring in its ter- 
ritory. It is a long and low slip, but the land on the continent behind 
it is extremely high. We had a light sea breeze all day, that carried us 
off Cape Nabm, a part of the province of Farz. The thermometer 
stood at 93° in the cabin after dinner. On the morning of the 9th. it 
was reported that a fleet of five ships were seen from the mast-head.. 
We conjectured that they might be Arab ships, bound from- Muscei' to 
Btiissovah, which about fliis se^on prosed m their' foyages:^ They 
carry thither annually eight tfiotfsand b^es of coffee; and in? return 
get cargoes of dates. The sea breeze of the day was extremely 
fight, and set in at noon. In the evening the BamMM, a remarkable 
piece of land, (which derived its name from ife resemblance to a» 
eld and decayed thatched building, and which is situated over the 
town of Congoon,} bore N. and by W. (ff us. Here the whole ct^st is 
Tery high. 

On the morning of the' 10th. we were off fiie The 

five ships had tlius far kept ua in a state of suspense; Us we knagined 
iiat they might be the fleet of the Jmmm of 




BOMBAY TO B0SHIRE. 


the Pereian gulpli with his aimainenfc He is an independant prince, 
and his jurisdiction, though principally confined to Muscat, extends yet 
generally over the province of Oman, At present he is friendly to us, 
and we have a resident at his court, who seldom remains there long, for 
the bauiness of its air has rendered it the burial place of too many 
Englishmen. 

At length we boarded the Arabs, and they proved to be, as we had 
originally expected, a fleet of the Imaum’s merchantmen, laden with 
coffee, rice, See. bound to Bmkire and Bussorah. They had been 
fifteen days from Muscat. One of the five was a fine vessel of six hun- 
dred tons burthen, which about four years before was purchased by the 
Imaum at the Isk of France, and was then called the Sterling Castle. 
ThoBwere also two graSs, which are ships in every respect like the 
others, except that they have lengthened prows instead of rounded 
bows. These grabs the Arabs can manage to build themselves in their 
own ports, as it is easy to extend the timbers of a ship, until they con- 
nect themselves into a prow; but they have not yet attained the art of 
forming timber . 

BefiMC the sunset of the preceding day, we had discovered through 
glasses, the town of Congoon, under a peak, close in the eastern 
vw^ity of the Bartikill. It then appeared in a wood of dates, above 
lAich Kse the dom®? of mosrjues. The Sheik of Congoon is represented 
as a you%’and spirited Arab, who can raise a body of two thousand 
ca^iy. and who is ahh to lead them. His town is resorted to for wood, 

Imt, as for as we could judge at a distance, the date is the only tree of 

tll0 IKIglltKItlfllOOd* , . 

. :We sidfeeafmMll&oiafeheat in the night, but when the moon mj* 
a Btfle .refe breeze sprang up, which gave us 
8^ met* Am Ateb was not far from us, and I could iust hear 

;^t*™"8h“»“l«=«>l'ectionsomeof tte moon- 
m the Jrij^tlago ; for the music of these Arabs struck me 
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Sclavoman ship, when the accompanies the ^’^oice of some naval 
Apollo, and is followed by a chorus of his shipmates. 

We -were off Cape Verdistan this morning, and descried the Htmmoch$ 
of Kenn. The shoal that runs out from Cape Verdistan^ is rendered 
dangerous by a reef of I’ocks which extends itself about six or seven 
miles from the shore. There are good mud soundings on the shoal, and 
a ship may cross its extremity without danger, though it is as well to 
give it a good birth. We stood otF in the night of the 12 th. The sound- 
ings in the shoal as laid dowm by Mac Cher are not all correspondent 
to those which we got. We were in seven fathoms for more than an 
hour, and he has not got such a sounding amongst his. From seven we 
got to half six, and then to four, when we thought it time to tack. The 
cause which has been assigned for our ignorance of the gulph, is the 
prudential reserve which has influenced our Indian governments in their 
transactions with the states of Persia and Arabia. To avoid suspicion 
and complaint, they have never professedly made surveys of the shores, 
though much might yet have been done indirectly, if the object had 
been considered of sufficient importance. Few, except merchant 
vessels visited the gulph ; and as the charts, which they already pos- 
sessed (and what is better, their own experience) served their purpose 
sufficiently in the line of their own navigation, there was seldom any 
particular demand for more correct surveys. The geographer and 
. philosopher indeed require something more, and therefore it is still 
matter of regret, that we are comparatively ill-informed in countries, 
where we have had easy opportunities of acquiring knowledge. 

13th Oct. We were becalmed all night under the Asses Ears. These 
are points of land, which stend a little more erect, and are more con- 
spicuous than the other points which sunnnnd them. The whole 
displays a line of coast the most rugged, barren, and iniiospitable that I 
ever saw ; and constitutes, after w^e passed Verdistan shoal, a very bold 
shore. We sailed along it, keeping in eleven and twelve fathoms. In 
the evening we opened HaMihh peak, which is a high and remarkable 
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point of land. As we crept along the coast, we marked some rained 
walls embosomed among the date trees.* At sunset we just dis- 
covered the low land on which stands the town of Btishire. In the 
calms which followed during the night, we were unable to make 
much waj, and on the morning of the 14th we were still at the same 
distance from Bmkire, as on the preceding evening. We fired two 
shots at a small vessel, to bring her too, but without effect. These 
boats are emploj^ed mostly in carrying wood to Btishire. They find it 
on the coast, probably in recesses of the land, for we could scarcely see 
a shrub in the whole passage of the gulph. 

At about half past three o’clock on the 14th October, we anchored in 
BwsMreroads, where we found one of the Company’s cruizers,and a mer- 
chantman. Before we cast anchor, a boat came off from the shore, the 
captain of which, a little sharp Persian, answered Sir Harford Jones’s 
interrogations with much vivacity, and swore to the truth of every asser- 
tion ten times over by his head and eyes. Having learnt that the East 
India Company’s assistant resident, Mr. Bruce, was at Bmkire, the 

^voy sent a letter to desire his attendance on board immediately, and at 
the same time reouestiDfir that bp. wmilfi nn+j-ftr j.t • • 


Probably the juins ©f Regbire, 
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a paper containing aO the communications which he wished to be 
made to the Sheik of Bushire. He then added, desiring that his object 
might be clearly explained, that He expected fi’oni the Sheik all the 
respect due to the station wliich he filled, and that if he did not 
receive those honours to which the King of England’s Mis ion was 
entitled, the Sheik should be held responsible till the wishes of the 
court of Persia were known. Mr. Bruce assured Sir Harford that 
the Sheik would make no difficulty in coming off the next day to 
pay his respects, and the hour of his visit was in consequence fixed at 
ten o’clock. 

The colours of the New Factory in the country, and of the Old one in 
the town, were hoisted on the morning of the 15th. While we were ex- 
pecting the arrival of the Sheik, we regaled ourselves with the grapes, 
citrons, and pomegranates, which had been sent to ns firom the shore. 
At length we espied a boat with a crimson awning, and apparently 
much filled with passengers. It was beating against the sea breeze, 
which, rather unfortunately for the party, had set in uncommonly fresh. 
When she came in a line with our ship, the sail was lowered, and the 
men took to their oars. In a short time however we observed from the 
frigate, that the boat got very slowly a-head, and that the strength of the 
crew was nearly exhausted. Captain Corbett then sent his barge to 
tow up the Sheik to the ship, which was done in a very masterly style; 
and we were delighting in the idea of the enjoyment which the 
Persians must have received in the close at least of such an excursion, 
when we were mortified at discovering the misery in every face, which 
the unusual voyage had too evidently produced. But the sea-sickness 
was forgotten as soon as they were on board the frigate. The Sheik was 
received with a salute of five guns ; the number was esteemed a mark 
of particular distinction, as three are considered in Persia a sufficient 
allowance for a great man. 

The marines were under arms; Captain Corbett •with much 
courtesy handed him across tne quarter-deck, and assisted Mm with 
some difficulty to descend from the deck to the cabin by a steep and 

c 3 
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narrow ladder, which, however, no attention could render convenient to 
a man encumbered with an immense large cloak and slip-shod slippers. 
At the bottom he was received bj Sir Harpord Jones. The ship w'as 
immediately filled by the suite of the Sheik, who, with all the curiosity 
and effrontery of Asiatics, spread themselves through every part. Our 
guest \vas attended on his visit by the principal men and merchants of 
Bmhire, among whom the Envoy recognised the face of many an early 
friend. All the party seemed much pleased with their reception, and 
expressed their high admiration of the beauty, order, and cleanliness of 
the ship. The conversation was general, and consisted mostly in 
inquiries after former friends, and in reviving the recollection of the 
histones of old times. Sir Harford Jones had known the Sheik 
when he was a fine boy: there was now indeed little left to be admired; 
^ face was inanimate, and his body bent double with excessive 
debauch. The whole |^rty were generally but a rude sample of the 
^ganee of Persians, nor indeed is the trae Persian to be found at 
Bus/mr, where the blood is mostly mixed with that of Arabia. 

Fhe only mm of the party, whiose face interested me, and exhibited 
internee, was a Tmk, by name i Abwlda Ada, an old 
fi^nd ot the Envo/s, who had been Mnmlim of Brnsorak, and had 
m&i that pm of the country for many years, with great respectability 

a™ fc ^ integrity of hi, character, and the attach, neni 
people and Stgdad to his peraon, many stiU expect 

to he wdl one day attain the PeefcW of Bagdad. Afer 
Mussulman, spreadhiff his carnet near ^ good 

mid hk nrUrw 1 r ^ ^^velve pounders, had 

laid Im prayers, (with a fervency, undisturbed by the busy novel 'mri 

Momy ®ene amund him) foe visit broke up. 

exltiofln '“"S 

boat will, Sir Hannoan ilnr We in™ “ ‘beAfemd* 

*ip, ’henasalnteoffifeengnr^'co^e^’^^® P“‘ f fr 
e^Bte-ri-n of the r«.nining pmt of 
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embarking in their o^ra boat, and who unluckilj' found theinselyeg under 
the muzzles of the guns, where they were involved in clouds of staokes 
with the wads wliistling close to their ears. We at length reached the 
landmg place ; an immense crowd was assembled to await oar 
debarkation. The Sheik had collected all the soldiery of the town tp 
escort us to his house ; and in the moment of our touclnng the shore, the 
whole mob was put in motion, raising a dust so thick that 1 could scared 
distinguish Englishman from Asiatic., To add to the denseness of 
the atmosphere, the boats, which were close to the beach, commenced 
a salute ; which was immediately answered by a range of guns on the 
coast. The whole procession was obliged to pass in the immediate 
rear of these guns as they were firing, though they appeared so old 
and honey-combed, that I feared they must have burst before the 
honours were over. We proceeded in a cloud of dust, and through 
streets six feet wide to the Sheik’s house, and at length entered it by a 
door so mean and ill-looking, that it might more properly have formed 
the entrance to his stable. This door introduced us into a small court 
yard, on one side of which was an apartment where we seated ourselves 
on chairs placed on purpose for us. A Persian visit, when the guest is 
a distinguished personage, generally consists of three acts : first, the 
kaleotm, or water pipe, and coffee; second, a /co/eoim, and sweet coffee 
(so called from its being a composition of rose-water and sugar); and 
third, a, kaleoun hj itself. Sweetmeats are frequently introduced as a 
finale. As I shall have many better opportunities of describing ail the 
ceremonies of these occasions, it is sufficient to add at present, that we 
performed the three above acts, and then mounted our horses for Mr. 
Beuce’s house in the country. 

Part of the same armed rabble, which had escorted us from the boat 
to the house, attended us to the Factory. These soldiers are the 

militia of the place, and serve without pay. They even find their own 
amis, which consist of a matchlock, a sword, and a shield that is slung 
behind their back. They consist of working men attached to different 
trades, for we discovered the dyer by the black hue of his hands, the 
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tinker by the smut on his face, the tailor by the shreds that had adhered 
to him from his shopboard. 

On our arrival at the Factory, we closed our dispatches for Europe, 
and then completed a day foil of entertainment, by an excellent 
dinner. 

The Nereide sailed with the dispatches on the morning; and before 
day-light was out of sight. The passage between Bombay and Bushire^ 
which had been made in thirty-four days, was now retraced in twelve. 


CHAP. II. 


HISTORY OF THE SHEIK OF BUSHIRE. 

HISTORY OF BUSHIRE — SHEIK ITASR— THE NASAKCHEE BASHEE, 
THE CHIEF EXECUTIONER DISPATCHED FROM SHIRAZ AGAINST 
THE SHEIK ABDULLAH RESOUL; VISITS THE ENVOY: VISIT RE- 
TURNED DIFFICULTIES OF THE SHEIK — HIS SEIZURE CON- 
STERNATION OF THE TOWN PRECAUTIONS OF THE ENVOY 

-—EXPLANATION OF THE NASAKCHEE BASHP.F.— SUCCESSOR OP 
THE SHEIK, MAHOMED NEBEE KHAN — ASSUMPTION OF THE GO- 
VERNMENT BY THE NASAKCHEE BASHEE— MAHOMMED JAPFER 
APPOINTED PROVISIONALLY ; DISGRACED ; RESTORED— RECEIVES 
A KALAAT— CEREMONY— FATE OF THE LATE SHEIK OF BUSHIRE. 

The history of the SAezA: of Bushire, who had received us on our 
lauding, added the principal interest to our subsequent residence in his 
country. Our stay was marked by the subversion of his power and of 
the Arab rule ; and the journal of every day naturally contained ample 
accounts of the progress of an event, which was locally so prominent 
and important. The travellers of the last century, who mentioned his 
predecessors, may possibly direct some little curiosity to the fortunes of 
their descendant ; but without any previous interest in the persons, the 
tale of the present day may excite attention as a practical illustration of 
the principles of an eastern government. 



The coast of the gulph was lined for ages with the petty sovereignties 
of Arab Sheiks* who, while they occupied the shores of Persia, yielded 
a very uncertain obedience to the monarch of the interior. The degrees 
indeed of service pmd were probably at all times measured more by the 
character and relative force of the different parties, than by any original 
stipulations. Nadib and Keeibi Khan in vain endeavoured to 
reduce these Arab chiefs to more complete obedience : but in many 
districts their authority was scarcely acknowledged, and except in 
^rtial remissions, still more seldom felt. Among these chiefs. Sheik 
Nase, of Bushire, long retained a real independance. I'he Dashtistnn 
the lo# OTuntry under tU hiHs, ^as his province ; and in all the turbu- 
lence of his age, this temtory and more immediately the country round 
was stiU the place of security. In one instance indeed, memo- 
rable m the latter history of Persia, f the resources of Bushire supported 

rEix refuge to 

jAPEiEf^ ^ ^ in memory of his ancient attachment to 

the prince with the wannest hospitality, and 
^thetfflg the -Arab tutemderMs coatroul, resolved tol^ them 
the ca^ whrch was fhns trusted to his honour. Thfotle -nr 
mean tone prepared, by letters, his friends atAW to ® 

o^^s ; and the measures were continued with IT 

words ot the PerBMnlustonan,+ “ The boatof Sfeii Nnsn 


tsaauk, « E„ „ le gouvLeleS^t « r f Vthe 

. o«M de, andens Gr«,." But l» adds, “ mais it, T beaucoup 

ears guenaa et pour cefebrer ieaw hAoa ■ voila nmi ^ historians pour decrire 

“^pay.” lWipdouduPA,.^ ”“o™‘'*P“"^™* -aa^tpaacounushoiude 
+ The event is related by OwviEB Vvr * 

from a tranflation of rtp p.2I5. 

Kesmi Kbas to tlie accession of Aga 

ABnra Kbsim of S^iV«s. Mahomed Kham Kad^-ab by Ati Reza Ibn 

f ' ■ .jt 
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HISTORY OF THE SHEIK OF BUSHIRE. 1? 

“ Kh A F^’s existence from the beating wares of the sea of life, had 

received considerable injury; and the bark of his age, from the ir- 
“ resistible tempest of death was overwhelmed in the sea of mortality.” 
In his last moments the Sheik committed to his son the duty which 
he was no longer permitted to execute himself. The son fulfilled his 
father’s charge with faithfulness : in two or three months he had assem- 
bled a large force of Arab tribes*, and advanced with them towards 
Shiraz : when a conspiracy in the camp of their enemy enabled them 
in the first instance to succeed without a battle, and eventually to re- 
instate on his throne the Prince wfro %vas confided to them. The story 
marks the character of the two nations more fully, if the history of 
Lootf Ali Khan, before his flight to Bushire, he recollected. Al- 
though his father had reigned in Persia for a long time (compared with 
the usurpations which preceded,) although himself had long acciis- 
tomed the people to serve and triumph with him, yet in the first mo- 
ment of distress (the arrival of the intelligence of his father’s slaughter, 
and of the orders of the conspirators to seize him), even in his own 
camp he was left unsupported by all. Five, indeed, fled with him in 
the night to Bushire; but in the morning the whole camp had dispersed 
without an efibrt; and all had submitted to the usurpers. The contrast 
now begins : the Prince threw himself on the protection of the Arabs, 
the vassals or allies of his father ; he was welcomed with the most warm 
fidelity, supported by their honour, and restored by their valour 
to his throne. 

The Sheik of Bushire, who in his dying charge had bequeathed this 
cause to his successor, is still remembered in his general conduct with 
reverence. Whenever his little domain was threatened either by the 
Government of Persia, or by a neighbouring chief. Sheik Nasb. flew 
to arms. According to die traditional accounts of the country, Ms 


* “ Consisting of the Arab tribes of Dumoag, Beenee Hc^ir, Btyat Daaod, anti 
“ oth^.” 
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summons to his followers in these emergencies was equally characteristic 
and effectual. He mounted two large braziers of Pillau on a camel., 
and sent it to parade round the country. The rough pace of the 
animal put the ladles in motion, so that they struck the sides of the 
Tessels at marked intervals, and produced a most sonorous clang. As 
it traversed the Dashtistan^ it collected the mob of every district ; every 
one had tasted the Arab hospitality of the Sheik^ and every one remem- 
bered the appeal, and crowded round the ancient standard of their 
chief, till his camel returned to him surrounded by a force sufficient to 
repel the threatened encroachments. In every new emergency the 
camel was again sent forth, and all was again quiet. 

The territory, therefore, of Bushire, and the neighbouring district, 
remained under the rule of the Arabs, unviolated by the successive 
Princes, who have conquered and retained so large a portion of the 
of Persia. But Abdullah Resoul, the grandson of Sheik Nase, 
inherited the office only of his predecessor, and possessed no qualities 
which could command the affections and the services of his people ; 
and tWugh at the rime of <mr landing the government was vested in 
him ^ the de^c€®tdant of the aticient posseWr^, it obvioudj im- 
probable that Bmhire, which had now become the principal port of 
Persia, wouM be suffered to remain long under the administration of a 
young Arab;, of slug^sh, dissolute, and unwariike habits. 

Iirthe evening the l€th Oct. (the day after our landing), the Skeik 
of Bushire, escorted by several of the principal men of the town, paid 
a visit to the Eiw^i< They had not sat long, when a man came in and 
•hisperri MmeJlSBg ia tke ear «f Me of the visitants, which caused 

m AAe* to arBe, take a hasty leave, and gallop at fall speed into the 
»wn. The Goeemcaent of SW had sent a body of men to seise 
, *» ttaoh Busiin beforethe party of Shirm 

tei^en TOuld over^e him. He immediately mustered aU his little 

Cou^'sfc* ^ Wtieipated the pfabaWe deagn, ef the 

tea*, and, though now apparently resolved op the fast 
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resistance, he had already taken the precaution of shipping most 
of his property on his own vessels, and with them meditated to 
retire to jBiifssora. 

The commander of the (Sfeag horsemen, to whom the commission 
was intrusted, was Mahomed Khan, the NasakcJise Bashee^ an office 
not ill understood by that of chief executioner *. He is always em- 
ployed, at least, in seizing state prisonei’s, though his personal character 
is rather opposite to the duties of his situation ; for to the facetiousness 
of his temper, according to the report of his countrymen, he owes the 
favour of the Prince of Shiraz^ and through that favour, his office; 
and, as a second consequence, the monopoly of tobacco f. In the dis- 
charge of his functions the NasaJkchee Bashee is generally supposed to 
realize in every commission a considerable sum, besides the maintenance 
of himself and his followers at the exf^nce of the individuals against 
whom he may successively be seat. While he waited the accomplish- 
ment of his present attempt, he remained encamped at a short distance 
from the town. About twdive o^'dlbck on the 18th, he made a visit of 
ceremony to the Envoy. He was attended by eighteen men, himself 
alone mounted on a horse ; on his arrival he seated himself on a couch 
next to Sir Hareoud Jones, tod his men extended themselves in two 


* Hanwav limits the functions; ® the officer who makes seizures,” vol. ii. p. 372: see 
also Abdui. Kuebeeji, p. 14. Both autfaoriti^ connect rank and importance to the situa- 
tion. In the East, indeed, the duties even of an executioner appear to have been held in vexf 
different estimation from that wHch is attached to them in Europe. “ Les Bourreaux en 
Georgie,” says Touenefobt, “ sont fort riches, et les gens de quality y exercent cette 
“ charge; bien loin qu’elle soft reput^e infeme, comme dans tout le reste du monde, e’est 
“ un titre glorieux en ce pays-14 pour les frunilles. On s’y vaate ffavoir eh phioenrs 
“ bourreaux parmi ses ancestres, et ils se fondent sur le principe qu’il n'y a rien de si 
beau que d’executer la justice, sans laquelle on ne s^auroit vivi'e en seurete. V oila 
« une maxime bien digne des Georgiens.” Tom. II. 311. « Abioch, the Captain of the 
King’s Guard,’* (of Babylon, Dan. II. 14.) is yet stiled hy the Chaldee in the margin, 
“ Chief of the Executioners or Slaughter-men.” 

+ Jo&yum is the distrid; where the Tobacco ^ws, and it is Understood that the trade 
« thew is managed by its proprietor dextrously and profitably.” 
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rows to the right and left before him. The conversation consisted of 
mutual compliments about health, the hopes of continued amity be- 
tween Persia and England, and the nfever failing topic the w^eather. 
The whole party wore the black sheep-skin cap (the dress of every rank 
of Persians), and almost aft had pistols in their girdles ; some had 
muskets, and all, except the Khan's own body servants, had swords. 
Most of them also wore the green and high-heeled slippers of ceremony, 
^d every man had a full black beard. On the day of this visit, the 
as a douceur perhaps to engage the Envo/s interference in 
ins cause,' sent him a present of two horses. 

i T‘ to ^'torn the visit of 

and “'““ped among some date trees; 

he hed ® remains of a house which was all in ruins, but which 
he had screen^ up with mats to keep off the snn and wind. A clean 
mat was spread on the floor, carpets were arranged all around, and his 
b«! and cnshmns were rolled np in one comer! over the carpet on 

tt ® “’'Oing of light blue chinte. When we 

about; but as soon 

T he seated himsdf in the place of honour 

™d dtd not pay ns the compliment of rising when we eLred 

a ctvd speech m Turkish, and he in reLn asked Zte En™/ 

h^ed. is n^r^niLTi^ P ^ “ftorwards 

hausted aU onr complime„ts,t2k - 

,%* Goveraor of.Earsistaa to fliniishVcelt!“*^'‘^’^" required 
pWed poverty ; he was ordered to borrow • Z t™ h 
eulty, he was told that a particult nZnl u a *®- 

an interest, indeed prescrifaedrby the som the money, at 

the amount of the capital Th» w ,T“ ’’'hich dictated 

aecaprtal. ^>6 Ar«Mee Baste was now sent to en- 
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Brocb, the Assistant Resident, was sent bj the Envoy to learn the parti- 
cniars of its situation t he found the gates shut, and the towers nianned, 
but he gained admittance through the wicket, and saw ail tlie misery 
and confusion of the crisis. The SJieik’s wiv® and seiwante were em- 
barisang in great haste on board one of his sbij^; his Fizir also, Hajie 
was hastenii^ hk own preparations to escape. The shops 
were diut, the streets were crowded with men transporting tteir house- 
holds to the sea shore, and their wives and daughters were beating their 
breasts and crying in loud lamentation. Nor was there a shew of re- 
sj^taiiioejiesscept on ilie walls ; m a thouglit of defence : the only hope 
and tibe only tibou^t of every nmn was the preservation of his little 
fortuna and the honour of his womm. The same alarm prevailed ia 
die country ; ail the poor date-hut villagers flocked for protection into 
&e Factory, and trusted to its walls the security of thek families and 
their scanty wealth. Women and childreatt, their asses and their poultry, 
were all indiscriminately hurried into the enclosure ; and before the 
eyasiig we saw around us no common scenes of misery and 
teriwr. -i*.. 1 <<(i. 'i'tw 

®»e Assistant Resident, who had examined this stale of thiapi in the 
town, was sent, on his return, by the Envoy to the Khan^ to represent 
the alam of the jdace ; and to add, that the Envoy expected that no 
lad^tation ahoiidd be offered to any of the persons belonging to his 
KBSsion. 'He Khm was extrmely civil, and treated him as usual with 
erfee md fljiee kakmm. He informed him on the subject of his com- 
iaissi<»; that- be had> or^rs from . his . court to seize the his 

wusiB, and hm Vim: and then read to> Wm the ^rman. The Jirman, 
in tte first place, ordained the act of iseiaaird;' and then ordained, that 
not toe smal^t mol^tation should be given. , to the English, that every 
pewbie respect and attoition .should beishewn to them, t and strongly 
-wagesnee on any riffender.; and lastly ordained, that no in- 
biltttaa^ either of toe town OE;i)f the wl^^es, 'Should reoave the least 
haitbi j_In Ms own name, he assured toe Assistant Rodent, that he was 
drtanaiiei'to pnt in mid' turning to his tol- 
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iowere and guards, cried out, “ Woe be to that man who shall be fount 
“ guilty of giving the smallest oftence to any Englishman, or to any o 
“ his servants, or to any thing that belongs to him ” He added, indeed 
that the present fate of the Sheik was the punishment of his ungraciou 
behaviour to the English and swore, that, for his own part, nothioj 
was so strongly the object of his mind, as the good will of on 
nation. The Khan further stated, that he had intended, in the prc 
posed visit of the morning in conjunction with the Sheik, first to hav 
read the firman to the Elchee, (the Embassador), and then to iiav 
executed it on the but the AS'Aeiif had tempted him by an oj 

portunity so resistless, that he could not pay the full compliment 1 
the Envoy of delaying the seizure till the communication had be« 
made. i 

Mahomed Nebee Khast, who is known to the English as t] 
Persian Embassador at Calcutta, had procured tlie succession to t) 
Government of Bmhire, at the price, it was said, of forty thonsai 
tamaum-f. 

At this moment the Hajee Sulim an was seized on the poi 
of embarkation. The Khan bad declared that he would not spa 
Bushire unless the Vizir was delivered to him. The people, therefo 
©f his own town intercepted his flight, and surrendered him to f 
Khan. But the cousin of the Slmk, whose fote was threatened m t 


* Tlie Sheik, indeed, had given cause of complaint to ffirigadier-Generat 
before the aarmd of His- Majesty’s Million.” 

i ** He was ori^nalty a Jsfoo«sA<», vdio got his bimd by twoseriluBg boe&» and wil 
« letters for money. He tau^t Sic Ha oFoao J owes,, when a young man ^ Bum&ra^ 
read aad wi ite Arabic and Persian. He afterwards became a merchant, .selling small d 
cles in the Bazar at Bushire,^ and being fortunate in his early trade, extended Msrsp* 

** lations still more lai^ly and sneeessMlj t tHl, whenan emliassy to CakiiMa won f®spf 
«by th® King of Persia, he was enaWed tn^^pear Caccoidin|» t® dw reps*! of hweim 
“ men) as the highest bidderfor the ©ffice^and was consequently invested with i*. Ha; 
** enriched himself enormously by his mission, he has yet never failed to complain bd 
“ the King, of the evfl stars which, by leading him to accept such a sitoationr, had redi 
'*hiin''tebeggiH7.’*'- , J 
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ceived in 


same proscription, escaped. There, as in Turkey, and probably in all 
despotic countries, the guilt, or rather the disgrace, of an individual, 
entails equal punishment on all his family and adherents. 

On the following morning, Mahomed Khan, the NasaJcchee Bashee, 
whose mksion had produced these changes, entered Bushire, and 
assumed the administmtion of the government. The town was so far 
tranquillized, indeed, that the Bazars were re-opened. The proclama- 
tions which the Khan had issued, pledging security and peace to the 
inhabitants, had recalled them to their houses j and tlie example of 
severe punishment, which he inflicted on one of his own men for stealing 
the turban of a Jew, operated stiU more powerfully than his assurances! 
In the course of the morning we rode to the gates of the town : there 
was here a large assembly of armed men, for httle other purpose indeed 
than to hear the news and the lies of the day : for a picture, however, 
the mob was excellent; notbmg can be marked more strongly in cha- 
racter, than the hard and parched-up features of the inhabitants of this 
1°!. Persia. Though the first consternation had thus subsided, the 
I^ple M not resumed their daily occupations. In the cimrbe of our 
mfe we did ii<^ mmt wcmwin carrjmg wate, or a sibgte ass car- 

lyii^ wood ; for the circumstances which had now happened were un- 
paralleled m the memory of the oldest inhabitant, and excited the 
strongest emotion throughout the country. 

In appearance, indeed, the place was already tranquil; but the re- 
gula^ wfo^ the.Khan enforced, were too little accommodated to the 
^lous habits of the people to r^ondle them to his administration, 
^me of toe most respectable merchants prepared to emigrate and all 
^dd With toor fte officer of police diBplajmg in the Bazan the 

^traated fevouraUy the lement rale of their Arab Chief. In the 
» of to ^^ent. the Kian ,tia continued to exasperate the 

lOMED J4FEB^R, toe brother of toe expected Governor, re- 

turn such a deraand..he not only tWmed a direct denial. 
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but wrote to the townsmen to arai in re\^eiige, and defend themselves 
against such requisitions. 

In a few days the same Mahomed Ja fee r, in obedience to new 
orders was proclaimed by the Khan, Governor pro tempore till the 
arrival of his brother; and was invested in this dignity by the girding of 
a sword on his thigh, an honour which he accepted with a reluctance 
perhaps not wholly feigned. When he was complimented on the occa- 
sion, he replied, “ You see to what I am come at last ; all would not 
“ do : I was obliged to put on this sword.” But the moment that he 
assumed the government, he followed in his turn all the rigours 
of his predecessor, and bastinadoed his new subjects without com- 
miseration. 

His reign, however, was short ; on the 7th of November he was 
seized by the Khan, (the Nasakchee Bashee), thrown into prison, and 
fastened to the wall by a chain, said to have been sent expressly from 
Shiraz for his neck, but in reality intended for that of Hajee Sitei- 
M A3V, the late Vizir of Bmhire. The cause of his disgrace was his sup- 
posed instigation of the flight of the who had contrived to escape 

by sea ; and this punishment was to be enforced unless he delivered up 
the fugitive, or paid twenty thousand fomawws. As the Vice-Governor 
was unable or unwilling to confonn to either requisition, he remained 
in prison. At length, however, he resolved on attempting tiie recapture 
of. the FizzV; and would have undertaken the voyage, if the security, 
%vhich he offered for his own return, had been deemed sufficient by the 
Nasakchee Bashee. 

In the mean time his release was prepared on easier and surer terms. 
Mahomed Nebee Khan, the appointed Governor of Bushire, though 
little friendly to his brother, was yet jealous of the honour of his family, 
and felt in his own person the indignity which the late punishment of 
the chain had inflicted on Japfer. He swore, therefore, that he would 
not rest till the head of his brother’s enemy was cut off; and as the 
first act of his influence procured the immediate restoration of his bro- 
ther to his former offices. Jaffer was according! j released from .the 
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prison where he was chamed by the neck, and again seated in the 
administration. 

I must not omit as a specimen of Persian character, the mode of 
communication which notified this change at Bushire. The Piinee’s 
Messenger that brought the intelhgence from Shiraz of the disgrace of 
ths Nasakckee Bashee, cmne into the presence of Mahomed Jaffee, 
and toid him, “ Come, now is the time to open your purse-strings ; 
“ you are now no longer a merchant or in prison ; you are now no 
“longer to sell dungaree, (a species of coarse linen); you are a gover- 
“ nor; c«Mne, you must be liberal, I bring you good intelligence: if I 
“ had been ordered to cut off your head, I would have done it with the 
gieatest pleasure; but now, as I bring you good news, I must have 
“ some money." The man that said this was a seiwant, and the man 
that bore it was the new Governor of Bushire. 

In a few days Mahomed Jaffee paid us a visit, in appearance 
perfectly unconscious of the indignities which he had suffered. But the 
habitual despotism which the people are born to witness, familiarises 
them so much to evaj act of violence which may be inflicted on them- 
^Ives or on othera, that titey view all events mth equal indifference, 
and go in and out of prison, are bastinadoed, fined, and exposed to 

eveiy ignominy, with an apathy wliich nothing but custom and fatalism 
ocmM produce. 

On the 4th of Dec, the r^tored Vice-Governor was invested with a 
kakat, OT dress of honour, ftom the Prince at Shiraz; and his digni- 
ties were announced by the discharge of cannon. The form of his in- 
vesfere was as follows Attended by all the great men, and by all his 
gumrds (the greater part of whom were the shopkeepers of the Bazar 
mmd tor the occasion), the new Governor issued from the town to meet 
tos vest. As soon as he met it he alighted from his horse, and makins 
obeisance was presented with it by the pem>n 
IW to convey it JV whole party then rode to the spot appointed 
the inv^titure; thither the Wat# was brought in Rtat#» 
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was li«re assisted to throw off his old clothes, and to pot on his new 
and distinguishing apparel. The whole present consisted of a pon- 
derous brocade coat with, a sash, and another vest jximmed with &i», 
and valued altogether at one hundred and fiftj piastres, though the 
receiver would pay for the honour (in presents to the bearer and to the 
Prince in return) the sum, perhaps, of a thousand iommms. When he 
was invested, his late clothes w<^e emried away as die perquisite of the 
servants. After tins, the fit'mm was read, declaring the motives which 
had induced the Prinoe to confer so marked an honour on Aoa Ma- 
homed Jaffer, and then every one present complimented him on 
the occasion, with a ‘‘ JfoQ&flre<fe Good fortune attend you." 

After this the company smoked, drank coffee, and eat sweet cakes; 
and then moimting their horses escorted the Governor into his town. 
The Governor, in his glittering but uneasy garb, re-entered BasAw’C, 
amid the noise of cannon and the bustle of a gaping multitude; and 
the ceremony closed. 

These honours were conferred on Aga Mahomed Jaffer, as a 
compensation for his late indignities, probably through the influence of 
his brother; but his brother had a less questionable merit, than that of 
thus revenging the wrongs of his own family: for to his influence his 
deposed predecessor owed his life. When the unhappy Shdh of 
Bushire WAS dragged to and hurried into the presence of the 

Prince, all his crimes real or fictitious w^ere immediately acciunulated in 
his face. Of every vice in the catalogue of enormity he was pronounced 
guilty, till the passions of the Prince were so exasperated, that he or- 
dered his victim to be decapitated on the spot. Mahomed Nebee 
K iiAisr then threw himself at the Prince's feet, and entreated that the 
life of the ^wretch might be spared. The Prince was sufficiently ap- 
peased to grant the supplication, but ordered the Skeik to be blinded. 
Again, a second time, his intercessor threw himself at the Prince's feet, 
and saved the prisoner's eyes. The Prince contented himself with 
ordering the Skeik into confinement. 

The particular interest which tliese changes might have excited in the 
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people, is swallowed up by the consideration, that their new masters in 
every change are Persians, and that the rale of Arabs is over. A feeling 
which naturally did not conciliate the Arab community to any successor 
of their Sheik. The general impression was not ill-expressed by an old 
Arab, whom we found fishing alo% the shore. “What is our Gover- 
“ nor? A few days ago he was a merchant in the Bazar; then he was 
“ our Governor: yesterday he was chained by the neck in prison; to- 
“ day he is our Governor again; what respect can we pay him? 
“ The Governor that is to be, was a few years ago a poor scribe ; and 
“ what is worse he is a Persian. It is clear that we Arabs shall now go 
to the wail, and the Persians will flourish.” 



MESIDENCE OF THE MISSION AT BUSHIEE 


COERESPOSTDENCE WITH THE PERSIAJiT GOVERSTMEJfT : I^TTRO' 


DUCTIOlSr OF THE EUROPEAN DISCIPLINE AT SHIRAZ — MILI- 
TARY PREPARATIONS — PERSIAN LETTER — (dERVEISHEs) — CON- 
DUCT OF THE NASAKCHEE BASHEE — PRESENT TO THE ENVOY 


FROM THE COURT — MEHMANDAR ARRIVAL OF AN OFFICER 


FROM SHIRAZ- DESCRIPTION OF HIS PARTY — HIS VISIT RE' 


TURNED— CEREMONIES OF A VISIT— FEAST OF THE BAIRAM 


ACCOUNT OF THE CAPTURE AND RECAPTURE OF THE SYLPH 


DEATH OF MU. COARE 


The negociation was begun at BusMre. On the day after our land- 
ing the Envoy despatched his letters to Jaffer Ali Khan, the acting 
English agent at Shiraz ; and through him to the Prince Hossein Ali 
Mirza, Governor of Farsistan; to the Prince's Minister, Nasr 
Oalah Khan ; and to the Prime Minister at Teheran^ Mirza Shef- 
feea. These letters all contained the simple statement, that die writer 
had arrived as Envoy Exiraordinary from the King of Great Britain to 
the King of Persia, in order to confirm and augment the amity which 
had so long existed between the two countries. 

On the 19th of Oct. we received despatches from Jaffer Ali 
Khan qX Shiraz; which, among the more immediate topics of the 
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correspondence, contained naturally full accounts of the progress of the 
campaign with the Russians, (the most important object in the existing 
politics of Persia), and the general sensations which it had excited at 
Teheran. These details retain of course little interest; it is enough to 
add, rather as a sketch of national character, that the King, in conse- 
quence of his reverses, had distributed alms to the poor, had ordered 
prayers to be said in the mosques, and the denunciations of vengeance 
on all unbelievers to be read from the Koran. The military preparations 
also were hastened at Shiraz (in some measure for a different object); 
and the Russian prisoners there were ordered to drill the Persian troops,* 
who had been raised and equipped after a Russian manner. The ac- 
count of this new corps was continued in other iettei-s (wliich, on the 
23d, we received in two days and a half from Shiraz). The Prince 
^ instructed to fonn a body of able young men, to shave them if 
ttey had already beards, and to dress them in the Russian uniform. 
Ihere was at this time at Shiraz, another body also of seven hundred 
ar J and active men, (of the Bolmk or Perganah of Noor in Mazan-^ 

sut^ected to the discipHne 
rf the RufflKm driB, to lose theh beards, to substitate the firdock for 

me matchlock gun, (which they had been accustomed krose), and to 

and Kussian soldiery. Mahomed Zeky 
Khak and Sheik Roota Rhan were appointed their conunandeis 
The JKoerefe also, the men who use blunderbusses, were to wear the 
now Rus^ dmas. The French at this time were very anxious to pro! 

to Skmz, to drill the new-raised corps; but as the King prevented 
^ in a fomer glance from sending a Resident to Bmhle lest tlS 

advancing to Shiraz, lest the English in their 
^ ah^d dmoover the arrival of thdr competitor. Newgun-car 
^ ^ the Ruassm form were ordered (though those before made 

, but as the Pnnee found great difficulty in procuring the 
tance sentmto for three thousand tnatchlock guns, and into 
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other provinces for the remainder, to convert them at Shiraz into fire- 
locks, by affixing to the original barrel the new lock. Provisions also, 
of all sorts, were collecting into magazines at Shiraz, These prepara- 
tions were hastened by the Prince himself from personal motives. His 
dexterity in iiitting a mark with a gun at full gallop, and in cutting 
asunder an ass with one blow of his sword had been so much exagge- 
rated, that the King became desirous of witnessing these exploits, and 
would have sent for liis son to court, if the apprehensions at this time of 
General Malcolm’s return from India with an army had not furnished 
a seasonable necessit}^ for tlie Prince’s presence in his own provinces ; 
and he prepared himself therefore, with gveat zeal, to march to Bender- 
Ahassy, to await there the anival of the English in the Persian Gulph. 

As a specimen of Persian wdt, as well as in the relation of a Persian's 
proficiencj’’ in English, I extract literally, from Jaffur Ali’s letter, the 
following account of the Prince of Shiraz : — “ As he is a great quiz 
“ and flatterer, he flattered me much, and I made an equal return to 
“ him. Owing to the immense dust that blown all the while upon the 
** road, my face and beard covered with dust, and appearing myself to 
** be ■white, the Prince therefore saved to me, that my black beard be- 

came with grey ham in his ser^dce ; I returned that whoever senses 
“ Khadmuie Booznrk Whan (His Highness) becomes white-faced for 
** eternity, as the common proverb among the Persians, that when a man 

serves his master with zeal, he says to his servant ‘ roo sefeed, white 
“ face,’ and on the contrary they say ‘ roo seeah, black face:”’ two 
very common expressions in the country, denoting severally honour and 
dis^ace.* 

It is not an unfair criterion of the new impulse which the Court of 


* When Amurath i. instituted the Jmixarks, a celebrated Dervish this 

blessing over the new corps: “Let them be called Janizaries (Yengi Cheris^ or new 
“ soldiers) may their countenance be ever bright ! their hand victorious ! their sword 

* keen ! may their spears always hang over the heads of their enemies ! and wheresoever 

* they go, may they return with a white face.’’ Gibbon’s note illustrates the text by the 
Homw phrase, Hicwfgcr^ hujic t%l^jBwe, cavefej. Yol, VI. p. 320, 4to. 
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Persia had received, to add, that by second ordei-s from as they 

were reported to us, the Princes of the districts were required to adopt 
in their own persons the Russian uniform. The Prince of Tabriz, Abbas 
Mirza,h.Bd already conformed to the costume; and the Prince at 
Shiraz, with a hundred of his immediate attendants, was preparino- to 
assume the same garb ; and as we learned on the 10th, by other dis 
patches, alr^dy appeared in it. The proposed adoption by Sultan 
Selim, of the dress of the Nizam Gedid troops, was the signal of revolt 
to his Jamzanes,^and the direct of his dethronement The na- 
tional levity of the Persians counteracts the original rigour of their reib 
gious praiciples, and disposes them, from the mere love of chanae to 
a nut die encroachments of European manners, which would rouse to 
despair and revenge the less volatile character of the Turks, and ani- 

to enthusiasm of 


« Bmeish settled himself for many days at thf door*^of IT Ai ^ 

« and did not quit it till he had exforti from the Envoy a donatToT^f* ® 

« men wander about from place to nlace • and a« j ” ™pees. These 

« us^e, they levy wherever they go, their establisheLul^T MTEaTc^told 
on h. first arrival in the country, a Da^eisk came to him anJ asked^^ 

piastres; he was refused, but he persisted that he would not depart tiU he sho uT 

If* He accordiHglj stationed himself a# ^ a ^ ^ receiFe 

“ formidably, and defended himself with mor^ Bumrali, was attacked more 

« A demanded a hundrrd iriT^^^^ 

« at the door, and remained there two yea4 when M? settled himself 

“ jiAl^ and paid the full sum required to 




•' jDW») m « «w„t religioo. « Sratmte wen in C«hm U A ^ (“ 

r f f before the door of their 

nw « SKili brfve rteetwies arsdwhled in a, body of fiflOO men 
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Thougli the conduct of the negociations with Persia had no con- 
nexion with the mere change of masters in BusMre, which was effected 


“ From Mr. Bruce also I learned the foIio%ving more curious tale. Mr. Hahkey 
Smith since he has lieen the Resident at Bushire, was told that a Derveish wished 
** to see him : but believing that he was one of those, who make these tours of licensed 
pillage through the country, he desired that the man might be sent away with the custom- 
ary and unavoidable donation of a few piastres. He was informed however, that hit 
‘‘ visitor was no common Derveish ; that he was in fact the Peish-namaz (the Chief Priest J 
oi Bmhire^ and a man of corresponding reputation among his people. The stranger 
was accordingly admitted and received with every civility. In a second visit he asked 
so many questions about Calcutta, Mr. Hastings, and his trial, and other subjects 
which were equally new in the conversation of a Derveish, that the Resident candidly 
told Mm, that he believed him to be no Mussulman. The conjecture was well-founded: 
the Peisk-Namaz immediately acknowledged that he was a Frenchman of the name of 
Taeamash ; that he had served the English government under Mr. Hastings, and 
having received some disgust, had quitted CalmMa / and since that time had done 
“ nothing but travel. He had been all over India, thence to Cashmire, and had resided 
“ a long time at Cabul in the court of Zemaun Shah ; and had traversed the greater 
“ part of Persia, in every place imposing himself upon the people as the devoutest of the 
“ true believers. He w^ a very intelligent man, and had particularly made himself 
master of all the secrets of the Affghan politics, and had acquired a possession of fee 
“ languages so complete and correct, that the finest native ear could detect no foreign 
accent. Probably no European ever saw so much of Asia, or saw it to such advantage. 
‘‘ From Bushire he went to Balirdn, where also he was made the Pdsh-Namaz. From 
“ Bahrein he proceeded to Surat; where his varied and accurate knowledge of fee man- 
‘‘ ners, customs, and languages of all the different nations and classes in the mixed popu- 
“ lation of that city, divided, according to Mr. Bruce, the opinions of the peoplej and 
made the Arabs claim him as an original Arab ; the Peraians, as a Persian ; and the 
“ Mussulmans of Hindoostan asequ^y their own. From tliis place M. Taeamash addres- 
“ sed the English government of India, and conveyed to them more particularly his know- 
‘‘ ledge of the views of the Affghan court : but his communications did not receive fee 
“ attention which he expected, and being left without the hope of employment again in 
“ India, he repaired to the Mauritius. There he associated with a band of adventurers 
like himself, fitted out a small vessel as a privateer, and went into the Red Sea. But 
“ here he feU in with the Leopardi, Admiral Beanket; and thinking her an Indian sMp, 
made an attempt to board her, and was of course taken. He was then sent to Bombay, 
and thence got once more to fee MamUius, from which time nothing more has been 
« he^d <ffhim. , '• 
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during onr residence on the spot, and there was, therefore, little direct 
political intercourse between the Enwy and the Nmahchee Bashee, (the 
Chief Executioner), who superintended those changes : yet as that 
officer was the ostensible representative of the Government of Shiraz, 
some communications naturally took place. Before the assumption of 
the administration of Biishire, (while the Kha 7 i^s object was yet imat- 
tained), there was in this intercourse little unsatisfactory ; but in his 
later conduct to the mission, there was something of the insolence of 
newly acquired power; he sent word more than once that he was 
cbnaing to pay a visit to the Envoy, and as frequently neglected his 
engagement. At length he arrived, puffing in great haste; and as soon 
as he had seated himsel;^ he pulled off his black sheep-skin cap, and 
l^un to read a paper which he took finm his pocket. The Envoy 
asked him, if lie were reading a firman from the court, which ordered 
him to sit bald-headed- The reproof startled liim, and the Envoy con- 
tinued; that, representing as he did his Sovereign, he could not permit 


^ a very mataace oftfae micoeasM aasamption by an European of an Eastern 

« I r^do Englishmen, who could never 

.. .r? I» however, that U heHeved to have heoa honi at G». 



OF THE MISSION AT BUSHIRE. 


able as possible ; but repeated also liis resolution to suffer no act 


But in another instance the same want of respect was visible, though 
the effect probably of ignorance only. On the 50ih Oct. he sent a 
pre^nt of some fruit and two hoises, one for the Envoy and one for 
the East India Company's Assistant Resident. Sin Harpord imme- 
diately returned that destined for himself, to remind the Kkan of the 
distinction. 

On the 8th of Nov. aiiived, carried on fourteen mules, the baleonaht 
the customary present to an Eml^ssador. It consisted of thefolfowing 
articles : — 

50 Lumps of loaf sugar, 

35 Small boxes of different kinds of sweetmeats, 

1 Mule load of lime-juice, consisting of ninety^ix bottles, 

23 Bottles of oran^ and other kinds of sherbet, 

22 Bottles of different kinds of preserves, pickles, &e. 

4 Mule loads of musk-melons, 

1 Ditto of Ispahan quinces, 

Half ditto of apples, 

1 Ditto of pomegranates, 

. ; 1 Ditto of wine, tMrty-mne bottles. 

The trhole was accompanied by a ktter from Nasr Om.ah KpAif. 
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the Minister at Shiraz, replete with compliment and inquiries about 
health, and entrusted to the care of Aga Mahomed Ali, one of the 
Prince’s servants, who received for himself from the Envoy a present of 
five hundred piastres. The great men profit by these opportunities of 
enriching by such returns any servant to whom in their own persons 
they may owe an obligation, and to whom they thus, cheaply to them- 
selves, repay it. But the charge of a present is frequently made the 
matter of a bargain among the adherents of the donor, and perhaps is 
sometimes purchased directly from the great man himself. 

On the iSth of Nov. we were informed, that a Mehmandar had been 
appointed by the court to escort the Envoy to Teheran. The title of 
Mehmandar has been familiarized to an English reader by His Majesty’s 
appointment of Sir Gore Ouseley to fill the station during the resi- 
dence in England of Mi be a Abue Hass an, late Envoy Extraordinary 
from the King of Persia to the Court of London. But the duties 
which, in England, the most active Mehmandar could comprize ^vithin 
his office are comparatively very lunited to those which are indispensably 
attached to a similai!' station in Persia. ThQ Mehmandar is the Super- 
intendant and Purveyor assigned to the dignity and ease of foreign 
Embassadors j the relative fecility, therefore, with which he can dis- 
,^rge these functions must vaiyof course with the state of society 
in different countries. In England money procures every accommoda- 
tion; but money alone can procure it now j purveyance, however, in 
its feudal sense, unfortunately for the p^jple, still exists in its full 
foice in Persia; and the Mehmaadar, under the conunissioii of his Sover-> 
reign, is entitled to demand from the provinces through which he passes 
every article in every quantity which he may deem expedient ibr his 
mission. And as there is no public accommodation on the road where, 
at every hour as in England, th^e supplies may be procured, they are 
extoided from the private stores of die villagers. Besides every requi- 
site of provision and conveyance, the firman Mi the Mehmandar some- 
tiiires, includ^ even spoiie am&ag the articles thus necessary in the 
pssay, ; liis upt, dj^refoto^ that thp officer entrusted with 
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this power, though generally a man of high rank, is generally also un- 
derstood to purchase the nomination at very large prices. The propor- 
tion of the purchase is the proportion of course of the demands on the 
country: the villager groans under the oppression, but in vain shrinks 
from it ; every argument of his poverty is answered, if b}' nothing else, 
at least by the bastinado. 

The infoiination of the appointment was premature : Mahomed 
Hassan KiiA2f, an officer of rank, had indeed been dispatched from 
S/wms, but he was entrusted with a more private commission to the 
Envoy. On the ipth his immediate approach to Bifs/rire vras an- 
nounced. As, independently of the coiffidence which by this mission 
the Government appeared to repose in him, he possessed high personal 
rank, (as one of the Chiefs of the Karaguzlou tribe, one of the most nu- 
merous, warlike, and respectable of all under the jurisdiction of Persia,) 
the first Minister at S/ifras wrote to the Envoy to desire that He would 
send the person next in rank to himself to receive him. The Envoy 
accordingly ordered me to proceed on the occasion. I went, accom- 
panied by Mr. Beuce and Dr. Jukes, and escorted by Cornet Wil- 
LOCK with ten troopers, and five Chattars. The Chattars are those 
running footmen who, in fantastical dresses, generally sunound the horse 
of a great man ; but the name is applied not only to these attendants of 
shew, but to those messengers also who perform their journies on foot, 
and perform them %vith a dispatch almost incredible. When we had 
proceeded about a mile we met the stranger. He was thinly at- 
tended, having travelled in haste. When we approached, our 
little squadron drew up in a line as he passed ; and we ad- 
vanced, and made our respective compliments. We then all turned 
back together, and brought him into the presence of the Envoy, who 
received him sitting on one corner of the sopha, but rose Just as be 
approached it. We were all dressed with more or less ornament in 
honour of our guest ; and during his visit we kept oii our hats. The 
Masakchee Bashee had already fallen into his train, when we first met 
hwa j aad during the short stay which he now made, the Vice-govemox 
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of Bmhire, Ac a Mahomed Jaffee, came to pay liis respects a!so. 
He advanced immediately to the Khan, seized his hand, which he 
jkis'sed, whilst the Khan applied his beard and mouth to the otheds 
face, and kissed his cheek- The marmei's of our guest himself were 
pleasant and modest, and s{K)ke the simplicity of a man bred in camps- 
When the Envoy had inquired after his health, the health of the Prince, 
of the minister, and successively of other great men, the stranger, after 
the interchange of a few compliments, departed to take up his abode with 
the Vice-governor. As. he entered Bmhire, the guns at the gate were 
fired, but one of them could not tear the shock, and flew out of the 
carriage. For fear therefore of the gates and tower, they did not ven- 
ture to discharge the sixty-eig^t pounder, w'hicli was mounted in the 
town; an apprehension not purely imaginary. 

The party appeared particularly gloomy : their clothes were of a dark 
hue, and their caps and their b^rds were of the deepest black. Every 
one had a musket, a sword, a brace of pistols, and a great variety of 
little conveniences, as powder-flasks* cartouche-boxes, hammers, drivers, 
&c. so that the aggregate equipment displayed every man a figure 
made up for fighting.’ The Khm wm dressed exactly like his fob 
lowers, and was alone distinguished by carrying fewer arms. He 
had, indeed, one Yednk or led horse before him. The trappings of their 
horses are very simple, compared to those of the Turks. The head-stall 
of the bridle has little bits of gold and silver, or brass fixed to it, with- 
out the tassels, chains, half-moons, or beads of a Turkish bridle. Nor 
have they the splendid breast-plate, or the bright and massy stirrup of 
the Turkish cavalry. Their saddle itself is much more scanty in the 
seat, nor is it so much elevated beliiud. The only finery of a Persian 
saddle is a raised pummel either gilt or silvered ; and a saddlecloth, or 
rather an elegant kind of carpetting, trimmed with a deep fringe. 

On the next day, the Envoy directed me to return, in his name, the 
vttit of Mahomed Hassan "Khah. He was lodged in the house 
which Jhm belonged to the Vice-governor, but whidb bad been the 
propaiy of. the late Hajee Khieie !Kha», (ftie Embfissador of Pereia, 
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who was unfortimatelj killed. dA. Bomhay.) The room into which ive 
were introduced was very pleasant, and bj far more agi’eeable than any 
thing that I had expected at Bmhire. Two pillars, neatly inlaid with 
looking-glasses, supported it on one side, and thus separated it from a 
small court, which was crowded with servants. An orange tree stood in 
the centre of the court. The avails of the room were of a beautiful 
white stucco, resembling plaster of Paris ; and large curtains were sus- 
pended around them, to screen in every position the company from the 
sun. The Khan was seated in a corner, and having taken off our shoes 
at the door, we paid our respects severally, and then settled ourselves 
according to our rank. When we were arranged, he went about sepa- 
rately to each, and with an inclination of his head, told us we W'ere 
welcome, C^ Kkosh Amedeed") The Vice-governor next appeared, 
and sat respectfuli}" at a little distance. He was followed by the Gover- 
nor of the small neighbouring district of Dastit a rough looking man, 
who exchanged a kiss with the Khan. We had kakmn$, (the water 
pipe), then sweet sherbet, tlien a^un the kakoms. Few words passed, 
and we did little except look at each other. Two or three Arabs came 
in, and were welcomed by the Khan with the “ khosh amedeed” as they 
seated themselves at the forther end of the room. The measurement of 
their distances in a visit seems a study of most general application in 
Persia; and the knowledge of compliments is the only knowledge dis- 
played in their meetings ; if, indeed, the visits of ceremony, which alone 
we witnessed, could be considered a friir specimen of national manners or 
the state of society. 

When visited by a superior, the Persian risks hastily and meets his 
guest nearly at tlie door of the apartment : on the entrance of an equal, 
he just raises himself from his seat, and stands nearly erect; but to an 
inferior he makes the motion only of rising. When a great man is 
speaking, the style of respect in Persia is not quite so servile as that in 
India. In listening the Indians join their liands together, (as in England 
little children are taught to do in prayer,) place them m. their breast, 
and Boaldng inclinations of the body ait mute, A visit is much less 
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luxurious ill Persia than in Turkey. Instead of the sophas and the easy 
pillows of Turkey, the insitor in Persia is seated on a carpet or mat 
without any soft support on either side, or any thing except his hands, 
or the accidental assistance of a wall, to relieve the galling posture of 
his legs. The misery of that posture in its politest form can scarcely be 
understxiod by description : you are required to sit upon your heels, as 
they are tucked up under your hams after the fasliion of a camel. To 
us, this refinement was impossible; and we thought that we had attained 
much merit in sitting cross-legged as tailors. In the presence of his 
superiors a Persian sits upon his heels, but only cross-legged before his 
equals, and in any manner whatever before his inferiors. To an Eng- 
lish frame and inexperience, the length of time during which the 
Persian will thus sit untired on liis heels, is most extraordinary ; some- 
times for half a day, frequently even sleeping. They never think of 
changing their positions, and like other Orientals consider our loco- 
motion to be as extraordinary as we can regard their quiescence. When 
they see us walking to and fro, sitting down, getting up, and moving 
in every direction, often have they fancied that Europeans are tor- 
mented by some evil spirit, or (that such is our mode of saying our 
prayers. 

Before the close of our visit, it was settled that the Khan should send 
in the course of that evening the letters with which he had been charged 
to the Envoy, and that on the morrow he should come to a personal 
conference, and open his verbal communications. 

The 'Ramazan was now over; the new moon, which marks the termi- 
nation, was seen on the preceding evening just at sun-set, when the ships 
at anchor fired their guns on the occasion ; and on the morning of our 
visit, the Bairam was announced by the discharge of cannon.. , A large 
concourse of people, headed by the Beish Namaz^ went down to the sea- 
^e to pray, and when they had finished their prayers, more cannon 
were discharged. Just before we passed through the gates of the town 
in retariiiiig from our visit, we roite through a crowd of men, women, 
and ih^pea, ail in their best clothes, who, ^ by merry-making of every 







kind were celebrating the feist. Among their sports, I discot'^erecl some- 
thing like the round-about of an English fair, except that it appeared 
of a much ruder construction. It consisted of two rope-seats suspended, 
in the form of a pair of scales, from a lai‘ge stake fixed in tlie ground. 
In these were crowded full-grown men who, like boys, enjoyed the conti- 
nual twirl, in which die conductor of the sport, a poor Arab, was labour- 
ing with all his strength to keep the machine. 

The feast itself of the Bairam tegins of course successively in every 
season of the natural year, for in the foraiation of their civil year the 
Persians, like other Mahomedans, adopt lunar months. When it occurs 
in summer, the. car month of which precedes it, be- 

comes extremely severe; every man of every kind of business, the la- 
bourer in the midst of the hardest work, is forbidden to take any kind 
of nourishment from sun-rise to sim-set, during the longest days of the 
j'ear. Their full day is. calculated from sun-set to sun-set, but their sub- 
division of time varies like that of the Hindoos and Mussulmans of 
India, according to the difference of the length of the natural day. In 
thehr calculation of the close of the fast, and the commencement of the 
Bairam f they are seldom assisted by almanacks : it frequently happens, 
therefore, that the same feast is celebrated two days earlier, or de- 
layed two days later in different parts of the country, according to 
the state of the atmosphere : as the new mexm may be obscured by 
clouds in one city or displayed in another by the clearness of the sky. 

On the 21st of November Mahomed Hassan Khan Kaeaguzlou 
paid the appointed visit to the Envoy. A part of the body guard was 
sent out to meet him, and we received him as l»fore in uniforms and 
hats. After the usual ceremonies were over, the Envoy and his guest 
retired to an inner apartment; and after a conference, which lasted four 
hours, the Khan departed to Bushire with the same escort, to whom on 
parting he gave a present of fifty Venetian sequins. The conference 
had been satisfactory, as at dinner the Envoy announced to us that we 
mi^t now complete all our preparations for a jouniey to Teheran. Still 
with a voktiity not unusual in the diplomat^ of tlie East, the Khan. 





two days afterwards reftised to sign, in the name of the Persian Govern- 
ment, the note of the terms on which they had agreed at their meeting: 
and at ten o’clock at night the Vice-Governor, and the two Momuheesy 
came to us. After a long debate they departed ; and, to the satisfac- 
tion of all parties the business was finally settled the next morning, 
when, previous to his return to Skiraz, the Khaji paid his farewell visit 
to the Envoy. 

He returned to ; and, as we learned by our next dispatches 

from Jaffee Ali, immediately appeared before the Prince, where he 
talked for “ seven hours without stopping once,” on the Envoy and bis 
merits. Jaffee Arr arldpd. thatiJie himsplf had dined with the 
Prince’s Prime Minister, and that they also had talked till two o’clock 
in the morning on the same alluring subject. After having both 
agreed that, by the progress of tlie negociation, they had already ren- 
dered themselves immortal, they retired to rest, and the next morning, 
the Minister, on the appointment of a Mehmandar to the mission, 
asked Jaffee Axi for the Moodjd6hIook, or customary present, for 
which accordingly he received a Cashmirian shawl. In general politics 
the dispatches stated, that the Russians had renewed hostilities, though 
General Gardanne, the French Embassador in Persia, had sent four 
of his officers to the Russian Commander to entreat that he would de- 
sist from any ffirther operations ; but the Russian answered, that his 
master bad ordered him to fight on. The failure of this attempt had 
greatly contributed to disgrace the cause of the French; and the Court 
retrenched in consequence their daily allowances. 

The Mehmandar^ who was announced in these dispatches, was Ma- 
homed Zeky Khaf, (the chief of the IVoory tribe, one of the new 
modeled corps) a great favourite at the Court of Teheran, and with the 
Prince of Shiraz, and advanced lately by the King to the dignity of 
Khan. It was added also, that his appointments were more magni- 
ficent than any which had ever before been annexed to the Mehmandar 
of an -English Envoy ; and, as a further proof of the estimation in which 
His 'Majesty’s mission was held, Jaffee Ali stated, that the Princ© 
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had prepared for him, as our acting Agent at Skira::, a ricli dress of 
honour, which, however, he had found means to decline from a fear of 
the jealousy which it might have excited against him. But the Prince, 
resolved on bestowing upon him some distinguishing mark ofliis favour, 
had given liini a shawl, which belonged to one of his o’wn head-dresses, 
and a J^oimg and promising Arab horse, which had been sent as a present 
to himself by the Governor of Chabi. So well indeed had Jaffer Ali 
deserved the confidence of both the negociatiiig parties, that Sir Har- 
ford Jones, now at the close of these preliminary arrangements, sent 
him a patent constituting him the Agent for the British affairs at the 
Court of Shiraz. 

It will be recollected that the Nem'de, the Sapphire, and the Spiph, 
sailed with the mission from Bombay on the 1 2 th of September. The 
Nereide arrived first ; the Sapphire also reached Bushire about sun-set 
op the 18th October. The Arab ships too, that we passed off Cape 
Verdistan, had come in about noon on the same day, and had continued 
firing their guns at distant intervals till the evening : but the Syiph, on 
board which were the Persian Secretary and some of the presents, was 
yet missing ; nor indeed had we seen her, since the second day after that 
on %vhich we had left together the harbour of Bombay. On the 29th 
Oct. arrived the Nautilus, H. C. cruizer, which had sailed from the same 
port on the 22d Sept. Though she had neither seen or heard directly 
any thing of the Sylph, yet the circumstances of her own passage pre- 
pared us to anticipate the worst. The Nautilus had been attacked off 
the large Tomb, in the Gulph of Persia, by the Joasmee pirates; three 
only were at first in sight, but on the signal of a gun, a fourth appeared, 
and together they bore down, two on the quarters and two on the bows 
of the Nautilus ; they were full of men, perhaps six hundred in the 
four vessels, all armed with sw'ords and spears, and, as they shouted 
their religious invocations, they shook their w'eapons at the ship. When 
the engagement became closer, they maintained a fire of twenty-five 
minutes, and one of their shot killed the boatswain of the Nautilus. 
Of tiiese pirates an interesting account was published in India by Mr. 
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JjOane, who was taken prisoner bj them. It is unnecessary, therefore, 
to add more on the subject than that their chief resort is at RoselJeeim, 
on the Arabian coast of the Gulph of Persia : another, but tributary, 
chief of the same people resides twenty-five miles from RoselJmm at 
Egmawi, S. S. W. of Cajie Mimeldom, mhere they possess an extensive 
and lucrative pearl fishery. This, with the market which their 
plunder finds there, is the principal source of the traffic of the place. 
Though it may not be necessary to enter into a detail, which may be 
better found in original authorities, it must be very obvious, that the 
honour of our flag, as w'ell as the interest of our commerce in the East, 
will require the destruction of a fleet of pirates, which, assembling to 
the amount of fifty sail in the harbour of Roselkeim, issue thence to 
capture every English as well as native ship, and to spread terror 
through the Gul|}h of Persia.* 

On the arrival of the Nautilus, under these circumstances, the Envoy 
dispatched a letter to Captain Davis of the Sapphire, requesting him 
to proceed to the entrance ot the Gulph, to secure the Sylph, if possible. 
On the 6th Nov. a boat arrived from Roselkeim, at the date of the de- 
parture of which such capture had been made j but in three days, 

another boat came in, which brought an account that four vessels had 
been taken, one of which contained a Nawah, ^Te immediately reco®’- 
nked by this description the unfortunate Persian Secretary, the splen- 
dour of whose dress had imposed him as a Nabob on the pirates. The 
nest day a still more circumstantial account of the capture reached us, 
which convinced us that the vessel taken was the Sylph; but the report 
added, that a large vessel from Bushire (wliich we instantly identified 
with the Nereide) came in sight during the action, and having sunk oiie 
of the pirates, (of whose crew of three hundred scarcely any escaped), 
rel^k their prize. In the action loo, the pirates lost one of their first 
Sas ben Sal. The loss of one individual, the most insigni- 


» See the note on their destruction, at the end. 
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ficant, of their tribe is sufiicient cause for a declaratiou of war; but the 
destruction of so large a portion of their whole numbers would dispirit 
ratlier than so animate the remainder; and the tribe would probably 
agree never again to approach an English ship. The pirates had, in 
fact, been so disheartened by their disaster, that when, a few days after- 
wards, a single Arab ship (commanded indeed by an Englishman) tel! 
among them, and, finding herself unable either to fight or to escape, 
bore down upon them to try a shew of resistance, they all fled. At 
length on the 26th Nov. the Minerva, H. C. cmizer, Captain Hopgood, 
anived, and brought the Persian Secretary, who had been captured in 
the Sylph. The Secretary was much connected at Bushire, and iris de- 
tention had of course excited great uneasiness among Ms relations, who 
had been putting up prayers in the mosques for his safety. His account 
of their fate was not uninteresting. * 

At the time when the pirates w’^ere standing the same course witli 
herself, the Sylph discovered the Nereide bearing down upon her. When 
the Nereide came close, she hove-to ; but as the commander of the 
Sylph did not send a boat on board of her, she filled her sails and stood 
on. When the Nereide had already passed at some distance, the two 
dozes stood towards the Syiph. The Persian Secretary advised the officer 
of the ship not to permit the dozes to approach ; but he would not 
listen to the suggestion, as he declared they would not touch him. The 
doti's, however, did approach so dose, that the Sylph had only time to 
fire one gun, and to discharge her musquetry at them, before they w'ere 
alongside, and poured on board her in great and overwhelming numbers. 
It is unnecessary to state all die circumstances. The Persian Secretary 
from the concealment to winch he had fled, was still able to ascertain 
that, as the first act of possession, the Arabs threiv w'ater on the ship 
to purify it ; that they then proceeded to die deliberate murder of the 
men, who were on deck or discoverable ; that they brought them one 
by one to the gangway, and in the spirit of barbarous fiuiaticism cut 
their throats as sacrifices; crying out before the slaughter of each 
victim, Achhar” and when the deed was deftCi Allah il Adah.” 
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Ie the space of an hour they had thus put to death twenty-two persons ; 
and were proceeding with lights to look for more, when they were asto- 
nished by a shot through the Sijlph from the Nerdde. On perceiving 
the disaster of the Sylph Captain Corbett had immediately hauled- 
up ; and though far to the windward his shot still reached. The Arabs 
immediately took to their dam ; and, elated by the havock of their 
success, made for the Nereide. As soon as Captain Corbett per- 
ceived that they were bearing down upon liim, he ceased firing altoge- 
ther. The Persian Secretary told us, that he saw the dows approach so 
close to the Mgate, that the Arabs were enabled to commence the at- 
tack in their usual manner by throwing stones. Still the Nereide 
did not fire ; till at length when both dows were fairly alongside, she 
opened two ti'emendous broadsides. The Secretary said he saw one 
dow disappear tothlly, and immediately ; and the other almost as in- 
stantaneously : they went down with the crews crying, “ Allah, Allah, 
“ Allah” Nine men onlj” escaped, who had previously made olF in a 
boat. The Sylph was taken to Muscat, wdiere the Persian Secretary 
was put on board the Minerm.* ** 

* This account is from the mouth of a Pereian; it may therefore not be uninteresting to 
“ contrast it with the statement in the log-book of the iVereirfe. 

“ H. M. S. JVerejWe, Thursday, 21 Oct. 1808. 

“ At 9. A. M. saw two dows standing towards us under Arabian colours. 10 . 30 . saw a 
“ strange sail S. S. E. Employed working up junk, &c. Noon ; the above vessel past us, 
“ which proved to be the Honourable Company’s schooner Sylph. P. M. moderate 
“ breezes and fine. 1.S0. observed the dows iaul-up and board the schooner; in studding 
« sails, and haul’d om- wind in chase of them : by tliis time they had the schooner in tow. 
“ Tacked occasionally to close. At 4. got within gun-shot and commenced firing. 4.30. 
“ observed the schooner’s tow-rope gone, supposed by our shot; stiU keeping a constant 

** fire on the dows. 5.30. shot away one of the dow’s yards. At 6. ditto, firing whenever 
the guns would bear : observed the schooner make signals of distress, and fire guns. 
The crew immediately deserted the dow when the yard was shot away, and went on 
«boOTd the other; continuing firing within musket shot round grape and musketry ; 
« h^^ her repeatedly, but received no answer. At 8, ceased firing ; the dows apparently 
sinkmg: made sail tor the schooners at 9. hove-to, and sent a boat for the commander 

« of the schooner; he being severely wounded, gave Lieutenant C charge of the 

“ schooner,* but returned with a seapoy severely wounded.” 
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We had thus recovered the Persian Secretar}- ; but the mission soon 
suifered the less reparable loss of one of its own members. On the 
19th November, the Benaj'es H. C. cruizer (which brought our tents, 
some of the body guards, presents, &c. from Bimora) landed at 
Bmhire Mr. Coahe, the Persian and Latin Translator. He liad car- 
ried with him from Bimora a fever, which was gradually wasting him 
away ; and after lingering out his few remaining days apparently with- 
out pain, he died on the last day of the month. He was a young man 
of -whom all spoke well ; his talents w^ere promising ; and his prospects 
in the -world were fine. He was laid in the Armenian burying-ground, 
without a coffin ; because plank is so dear and scarce at Bushire, that 
his remains would have been disturbed for the sake of the wood W'hich 
had enclosed them. His corpse was escorted to the gtaxe by the body 
guard and the seapoy guard, and followed b^" the Envoy and tlie gen- 
tlemen of the mission. I read the funeral service over him, amid a 
crowd of Persians and Arabs, who were collected to see the ceremony ; 
and who seemed to partake the interest of the scene. Nothing excites 
a better impression of our character than an appearance of devotion 
and religious observance. If, therefore, there were no higher obligation 
on every Christian, religious observances are indispensable in producing 
a national influence. We ne^^er omitted to perform divine service on 
Sundays; suffered no one to intrude upon us during our devotions; 
and used every means in our power to impress the natives with a proper 
idea of the sanctity of our Sabbath, 


CHAP. IV. 


RESIDENCE OF THE MISSION AT BUSHIKE. 

I. PERSIA—ADMIKISTRATIO]!? OF THE GOVEKNMESTS — FARSISTAN 

— COAST OF THE GULPH—ISLANDS OF 
THE OUEPH— PEAEE FISHERY.— II. BHSHIEE : SITUATION — DE- 

SCRIPT£ON--~TEADE-— VIEVS' RUINS OF RESHIRE HA LIRA — 

BUSHIRE ROADS WATER— WEATHER — ^HEALTHINESS— WOMEN 

OF BUSHIEE — SUPERSTITIONS. — III. ANIMALS OF THE DASHTIS- 
tan: HORSES— dog — WHITE FOX— WILD BEASTS— HAWKS— THE 

LiN MstxMical interest, Pema is perhaps superior to any Asiatic 
ratjare, because more nearly connected with the fortunes of Europe ; 
and its natural situation shares the importance ; for its boundaries (de- 
fined and fortified by lofty ranges, which are pervious only through 
passes of very difficult access,) are prominent and decided objects in the 
general geography of Asia, We had hitherto seen only the southern 
chain : nothing can be more strongly marked than the abmpt and for- 
bidding surface of those mountains, which bind the shore fi-om Cape 
Jasques to the deepest recesses of the gulph. The little plain of the 
Dmhtistan, (that of Biishire) which seems to have encroached upon the 
sea, is yet the most extensive portion of even land, which relieves how- 
ever momentarily the constant and chilling succession of high and 
dreaiy lands along the coast But beyond these mountains are fre- 
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quently extensive plains, confined by a second range, which likewise 
run parallel to the coast. This is the case behind Congopn .* and in the 
route to Shiraz we found several successive plains, (of great absolute 
elevation indeed, but) thus separated from each other by alternate ranges 
of higher land. The plain of Merdasht, beyond Shiraz, is the Hollow 
Persis of ancient geography. These great inequalities of surfaoj natur« 
ally produce a corresponding variety of climates. 

The administration of the provinces of Pei*sia is now committed to 
the Princes. The jurisdiction of Peincii Hosseix Ali IMieza, 
one of the King’s Sons, is very extensive; it comprises, under the 
general name of Farsistan, not only the original province of which Shiraz 
was the capital (as subsequently it became that of all Persia, and as it 
still k of the governments combined under the Prince) but Larhtan also, 
to the south ; and Bebehan to the north-west ; which severally, as well 
as Farsistan, possessed before their particular Begkrbegs. 

Of Farsistan, under this its present more extensive signification, the 
hot and desert country is called the Germesir, a generic term for a warm 
region, which will be recognised under the ancient appellations of 
Germania, Kerrnania, or Carmania. The termination of the Persian 
dominion in this direction, is an undefined tract between the Germesir 
and the Mekran. It was the ancient boast of Persia, that its boundaries 
were not a petty stream or an imaginary line, but ranges of impendous 
mountains or deserts as impervious. In this quarter there is little pro- 
bability that the country will ever become less valuable as a frontier, 
by becoming more cultivated and better inhabited. The land is put to 
so little use, that no power would greatly care to press the extension of 
an authority so unprofitable. Every age has marked the unalterable 
barbarism of the soil and of the people. Tiie Balomhistan, or the 
country of the Balouches, the most desert region of the co^t begins 
about Minou, on tlie west of Cape Jasques, Their country is perhaps 
nearly the Mekran of geography. They once owned subjection to 
Pmia, but they have now resumed the independance of Arabs, and live 
in wandering communities under the government of iheir own Sheiks, 
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of whom two are pre-eminent. They have indeed still some little com- 
mercial connexion with Persia, and occasionally a Baiouche is to be 
seen in Bushire selling his scanty wares, mostly the mats of their own 
manufacture. One of their Sheiks lives at Guade.l on the coast of 
Mekran; but in the interior, according to the account given by a 
Baloiiche to Captain Salter, there is a very potent king, though I 
cannot add from the same authority, whether he is of their own extrac- 
tion. They live in continual wars with each other ; or let themselves 
out to the different small powers in the gulph as soldiers. Many of the 
guards of the Sheik of Bushire are Balouckes; and the Seapoys also on 
toard the Arab ships are of the same tribes. 

In religion they are Mahomedans ; and like all those of India, are 
Sunnis: but they have few means of preserving the genuineness of any 
profession of faith ; and their ignorance has already confounded their 
tenets with those of a very different original. The same common bar- 
barism has indeed blended the Affghan, the Seik, and the Balouche into 
one class : there may be among them some beard or whisker more or less, 
some animal or food which they hold unclean above all others, some in- 
dracribable difference of opinion which severs them from their neighbours, 
but in savageness they are all identified. Those on the coast still live 
almost exclusively on fish, as in the days ofNEARCHUs; though I am 
told they no longer build their houses with the bones. The grampus 
(possibly, the whale of Arrian) is stiU numerous on the shores. The 
Envoy remembered to have seen at Bushire on a former occasion, a dog 
of an immense size, which a Balouche had given to Mr. Galley, the 
Resident at that time: the man added, that the mountains towards his 
country were all very high. His dog seemed to confirm the assertion, 
for he was defended against the cold of his native region, by a coat of 
thick and tufted hair. 

Though the Balouckes scarcely advance within the gulph, yet the 
native Persians do not folly occupy their own shores. The coast still 
retains a great proportion of Arab families. The DasMsfaw, which 
ext^ids from €dpe Bang to tite plain of Bushire^ was tdl lately governed 
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At Khai'rach, a place still further in the progress down the Giilph, 
between Cape Series and Cape Btisiim, is a town which was once in 
the possession of the Danes; and it is singular that the people who 


The same nation had also an establishment in a deep bay near Mmseh 
dom ; and the fort exists to this daj’'. On Cape Bustion there is a mine 
of copper, which rvas formerly wmrked by the Portuguese : they built 


•e, was a pnsoner among 


mountains which lines their shore, there was a river tliat came from 
ne&r Shiraz, and run down to Gomdroow ; this is, probably, the Befid- 
cmir, which, according to other accounts, is traced indeed towards Gatn- 
brmn, but there expends itself in the sands. Khoresser is the name of 
a small river which falls into the sea nearly under the Asses Ears; and 
on the banks oT which is situated the. town > Tangistoun. At the 
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mouth of this river is a small island, formed bj the sands brought 
down ; which adapts this situation to Aebi an^s account of Hiemtemis. 
At the place marked bj Dr. Vincent as Podargus there is now no 
torrent ; hut I learn from Dr. Jukes and Mr. Beuce, that at Harem, 
situated thirty miles inland on the declivity of the mountains to the 
eastward, there is a water which finds its way to the sea, and may, per- 
haps j accord with the position required. 

The islands in the Gulph of Persia retain little of their political cele- 
brity. Ormm (ever the most barren, its soil being composed of salt and 
sulphur) stih displays its arched reservoirs, which afford good watering 
places for vessels, and which are said never to dry up. On the island of 
Kenn, according to the people of the country, is found, after rain, gold 
dust in the channels of the torrents. And Bahrein, which is now in 
the hands of the JVahabees, is still noted for the fresh springs wMch issue 
from the earth under’ the sea, and from which the Arabs contrive to 
water their ships by placing over the spot a vessel with a syphon at- 
tached to it. Captain Skeine, who commanded an Arab sliip, told 
the gentleman (who communicated the circumstances to me), that he 
had himself drawn Ihe water at the depth of one fathom. The same 
submarine springs extend along the neighbouring coast of Arabia. 
Kharrack, which is now the principal watering place on the north of 
die Gulph, and the island, where the pilots for the' Bussorah river are 
itsftksied, is perhaps good for few other purposes. The Sheik indeed, 
though enjoying profound peace, presented memorials to the Sheik of 
Bushire, representing that his troops and himself were in a state of 
^rvatiem. Among the duties entrusted by the Government of Shiraz 
to tlie Nasakekee Bashee, he was instructed to proceed to KMrraek, to 
iaspect the fortifications, and to report on their capability of defence. 

Beari-Fisherj.*— The® is, parhaps, no place in the world where those 
thiags which are esteemod riches among men, alx}und more than in 
the ^^ian g\ilph. Its boftom is studded with pearls, and ite coasts 
ot precious ewe. Thu island of jBu&rcfo, on the Arabian 
itoii, hwi hew wn^ered the mo^ productive feank of foe pearl 
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oysters: but tbe island of Kliarrack now sharei 
fishery extends along the whole of the Arabian 
proportion of the Persian side of the giilph. 

Bunheab, on that side, are more partieularly m€ 
is a generaJ rule, that wherever in the gulph tlien 
the pearl 03'ster. 

The fishery, though still in itself as prolific 
carried on with ail the activity of tbrmer yean 
consequence by the transfer of the English mar 

coast of Ceykin Rut tUe Persian peart is nei 

though little of the produce of the fishery co: 

The trade has now almost entirely centred at 
the greater part of the pearls are exported to Su 
of the Indian merchants are constantly on the spot, and as the 
prefer the certain sale of their merchandize the 
regular price in any other market, the pearls may often be bought at 
less price in India, than to an individual they w 
Arabia. There are two kinds ; the yellow peai 
Mahratta market ; and the white pearl, whici 
Bussorak and Bagdad into Asia Minor, and tb 
Europe ; though, indeed, a large proportion of 
its progress at Constantinople to deck the Sultanas of the Seraglio. The 
pearl of Ceylon peels off; that of the Gulph is as firm as the rock upon 
which it grows; and, though it loses in colour ar 
nuallj for fifty years, yet it still loses less than that of Cfeylon. It ceases 
after fifty yearn to lose any thing. 

About twenty years ago tiie fishery was farm 
chiefs along the coast: thus the Sheiks of Bahrein and of Ei 
Kaiifi having assumed a certain portion of t 
every speculator to pay them a certain sum for t 
present, however, tlie trade which still onploys a 
boats is carried on entirely by individuals. Ther 
c*iktk»: the first j by which the ad venturo* chart 
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orbj the season; in this boat he sends his agent to superintend the 
whole, with a crew of about fifteen men, including generally five or 
six divers. The divers commence their work at sun-rise and finish at 
sun-set. The oysters, that have been brought up, are successively con- 
fided to the superintendant i and when the business of the day is done, 
they are opened on a piece of white linen : the agent of course keeping 
a very active inspection over every sheU. The man who, on opening an 
oyster, finds a valuable pearl, immediately puts it into his mouth, by 
which they fancy that it gains a finer water; and, at the end of" the 
fishery, he is entitled to a present. The whole spex-nlatinn costs about 
one hundred and fifty piastres a month ; the divers getting ten piastres ; 
and the rest of the crew in proportion. The second and the safest mode 
of adventure is by an agreement between two parties, where one defrays 
all the expences of the boat and provisions, &c. and the other conducts 
the labours of the fishery. The pearl obtained undergoes a valuation, 
according to which it is equally divided : but the speculator is fiirther 
entitled by the terms of the partnersliip to purchase the other half of 
the pearl at ten per cent, lower than the maiket price. 

The divers seldom live to a great age. Their bodies break out in 
sows, and their eyes become very weak and blood-shot. They can re- 
main under water five minutes ; and their dives succeed one another 
very rapidly, as by delay the state of their bodies would soon prevent 
the renewal of the exertion. They oil the orifice of the ears, and put a 
hom over their nose. In general life they are restricted to a certain regi- 
men; and to food composed of dates and other light ingredients. 
They can dive from ten to fifteen fathoms, and sometimes even more ; 
and their prices increase according to the depth. The largest pearl are 
^neraUy found in the deepest water, as the success on the bank of 
Kharrmh which lies very low, has demonstrated. From such depths, 
and on this bank, the most valuable pearls have been brought up ; the 
laigwit indeed which Sir Harfokd Jostes ever saw, was one that had 
bwn fisted up at Kharrack in nineteen frithoms water. 

It often cxjuteted, whether the pearl in the live oyster is as 





from the boys, as they came out of the water,) that he had opene 


and ascertained it to be equally hard throughout, in layers lihe the coats 
of an onion. But Sir Harfoed Jones, who has had much knowledge 
of the fishery, informs me, that it is easy by pressing the pearl between 
the fingers, when first taken out of the shell, to feel that it has not yet 
attained its ultimate consistency. A very short exposure, however, to 
the air gives the hardness. The two opinions are easily reconcileable by 
supposing, either a misconception in language of the relative term hard, 
(by which one authority may mean every thing in the oyster wdiich is 
not gelatinous, while tlie other would confine it more strictlj^ to the foil 
and perfect consistency of the pearl ;) or by admitting that there may 
be an original difference in the character of the two species, the yellow 
and the white pearl ; while the identity of the specimen, on which either 
observation has been formed, has not been noted. 

Tlie fish itself is fine eating ; nor, indeed in this respect is there any 
difference between the common and the pearl oyster. The seed pearls, 
which are very indifferent, are arranged round the lips of the oyster, as 
if they were inlaid by the hand of an artist. The large pearl 
is nearly in the centre of the shell, and in the middle of the fish. 

In Persia the pearl is employed for less noble ornaments than in 
Europe : there it is principally reserved to adorn the kakoons or water 
pipes, the tassels for bridles, some trinkets, the inlaying of looking 
glasses and toys, for which indeed the inferior kinds are used ; or, when 
devoted more immediately to their persons, it is generally strung as 
beads to twist about in the hand, or as a rosary for prayer. 

The fishermen always augur a good season of the p^l, when there 
have been plentiful rains; and so accurately has experience taught 
them, that when 'CtMfn is very cheap they increase' their demands fw 




IL BmMre{m more ptapeiij Abmchahr, for the former is but the 
cormptioa of an English saiicM') is now the principal Port of Persia. It 
stands in lat. 28®. 59. in Iwig. 50®. 43. E. of Greenwich. It is situated 
0 ® the extreinitj of a pemnsuia, which is formed by the sea on one side, 
and on the other by an inlet terminating ia extensive swamps. At the 
narrowest part of this neck of land the seas, in the equinoctial spring 
tid«, have sometimes met and rendered it an island ; but this has hap- 
jpened once only during the ten years which preceded our visit, and the 
effect then continued but two or three days ; and so visible is the present 
encroachment of the land upon the inlet, that the recuirence of such an 
overflow will soon be entirely- impc^sible. Every appearance, indeed, 
proves, that the whole of the peninsula has been thus gained from the 
sea. The extreme flatness of the general surface, the soil itself, the 
water, and tibe felativ^ position of the whole peninsula to the moun- 
tains which tise abruptly Jeoho ite inland extremities, suggest the suppo- 
s^iou’of •su{fli::;an :accunnflaticmw^/;- 

On the southern bank of theinkt is a long range of rocks, which, 
though or three miles distant, may at one time have been 

washed hf tfe® sea. In digging for water, the people of the peninsula 
have sunk wells to the depth of thirty fathoms ; and before they could 
reach the spring they have l^n obliged to perforate three layers of a 
soft stone composed of sand and shells. Generally of the whole soil, 
sand is the principal ingredimt. 

The town, itself of Bmkke occupies the very point of the peninsula, 
forms a trkngle, of which the base on the land side is alone forti- 
fied. At uneepjal distances ateng the walls, there are twelve towers, 
twh of which form the towa^ate ; they are all chequered at the top by 
hcitoi; iwoogh wMdi the iahalstants my pmut^itheir musketry, and 
gates have a variety of , iwch' contrivaiBces. , There is at the 





;ain carnage; besides two or 
lat on some invasion when tli 
e concussion was so great ai: 
shook down fragments of the 


ruins 


continually decomposing ; and the dust which falls from them adds to 
the already sandy ground-work of their streets, and, when set in motion 
by the wind or by a passing caravan, creates an impenetrable cloud. 


nothing but inhospitable walls. A great man’s dwelling (tliere am nine 


which are crossed divisions, ■which form different currents of air, and 


the comfort is not wholly without danger; as in an earthquake some 
yeans ago the turrets were thrown down to the great damage of the sur- 
rounding buildings. 

There are supposed to be in the town four hundred houses, brides 
several alleys of date-tree-huts on entering the gates, which may add an 


tionably large, but it is calculated that there are ten thousand persons in 
the place. There are four mosques of the Sheyahs, and thr^ of the 


building near the sea side ; the left wing is breaking down, The Bazars 
are exactly those of a provincial town in Turkey, The sliop is a little 
platform, raised about two feet above the foot-path ; where the Vender, 

^ j ; ;; ; 














10 Site oi 
lC general 
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was built bj the Portuguese, though tiie people 
’ the acknowledgment, and substitute as its founder 
BAS. On a hasty calculation it must have been a 
ed yards. The resen'oirs for water are still to be 
)m we met in the enclosure, told us that he and his 
work in destroying the Hummums. Twenty-five 
y saw it in many parts entire, with some of the 
It is now a heap of dirt and rubbish. The line 
s traced by the ditch, which i® excavated firom the 
ays also are discoverable, arid some little masonry 
ir strength. There are some flat and oblong stones 
; fort, wdiich we conceived to have been placed over 
There are, however, soine curious characters upon 
; FORD Jones, who recollects them when they were 
es to be between the old Cufich and the Nekshi. 
on we advanced to Halila, about nine miles from 
i south of the peninsula of Bushire. Here, indeed, 
althe land, where it is stili possible for yery high 
ie sui%e. The gropnd is very much broken into 
mmiM Halila is a smah village; it has a trifling 
mei ht each angle, bat without any guns. Cotton 
laticaJly in the territory immediately adjacent to 
of Bushire. Here a;pd there over the plain are 
wed to the dead, and defended by i small works 
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a lialf low water, and in quarter' less five at high. The ground was 
marl and very thick mud, so tenacious, that it was necessary every 
three or foar days to move the anchor. The refraction was so great, 
that, for their daily observations at the sun’s meridian, they were obliged 
to allow for it more than what is noted in the nautical tables. In my 
visit on board, I took the following bearings from the quarter-deck. 
Town N. 55 E. Concorde Lodge E. Halila Peak S. 70 E. Asses Ears 
and ResMre Feint S. 35 E. Cape Bang (the extremity of the land) 
N. 11 E. _ 

The water of BusMre has a cathartic quality of most immediate 
effect in a stranger’s habit, but after the experience of about a month 
It ceases to have so violent a power. 

The meta)rological journal which I kept may not be useless, and I 
give therefore tlie month of November in the Appendix. On the night 
of the 10th of that month, a most violent storm blew from the north- 
west. The whole atmosphere was in a blaze of fire; the claps of thun- 
der succeeded one another with a rapidity, which rendered them scarcely 
separable, and the min ^poured down in torrents; but when all was 
csver, the ah a‘ fedinm isdnch -was most grateful. The storms 

fitaa the N. W, are very frequent in the winter ; and though in no part 
of the world do I recollect to have seen one so tremendous as this, I 
am told that it was not to be compared with some which are experienced 

In three or four days the mountains which bore N. N. E. from our 
dwelling were already covered "with snow. This was reckoned early in 
the mtmn. The people soon begun to put on their warmer clothing. 
, Coughs and colds became Y&ry prevalent, particularly among the Indian 
servants, who were clad utore lightly than either the Europeans or the 
natives. ^ , 

About the f 0th of Nov^ber the people commence ploughing; the 
so hght that it turned up with very little labour ; the plough, 
ttere®;^ is dragged mostly by one ox only, and not unfrequently even 
by , their agrioultwpal hnpie^ts are of the rudest con- 
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straction. At this period, larks fly about in large numbers, and feed 
upon the seed just sowing. There are also great flocks of pigeons, 
cormorants, curlews, and hoobaras (bustards). On the 25th we saw a 
white swallow flitting about the house. Sparrows were not so numerous 
as in the beginning of the month. Flies appeared with a south wind ; 
but were scarce when it blew from the northward. The fruits in season 
were melons, dates, pomegranates, apples, pears, and sweet limes ; and 
a small and very pleasant orange was just coming in. Our vegetables 
were spinage, bendes, and onions, and cabbages and turnips from Bus» 
sora. Of our meat, the finest was mutton, veal >vas coarse, but the beef 
pretty good, and tbe fowls were admirable. There were no turkies or 
geese indeed ; nor ducks, except some that we occasionally got from 
Bussora. 

The climate of is healthy, if we might judge fi’om the two 

or three examples of strong and active old age which came within our, 
notice: one, my own Persian master, Mollah Hassan; another in 
the Resident’s family, who has trimmed pipes for two-thirds of a cen- 
tury, and who was a young man with mustachios and a sprouting 
beard, when Nadir Shah was at Shiraz. Another is an old fellow of 
the name of Aye cal, which, from the keenness of his love of sporting, 
has been familiarized by the English into JacAa//. 

The better sort of women are scarcely ever seen, and when they are, 
their faces are so completely covered that no feature can be distin- 
guished. The poorer women, indeed, are not so confined, for they go 
in troops to draw water for the place, I have seen the elder ones sitting 
and chatting at the well, and spinning the coarse cotton of the country, 
while the young girls filled the skin which contains the water, and which 
they ail carry on their backs into the town. They do not wear shoes ; 
their dress consists of a very ample shirt, a pair of loose trowsers, and 
the veil which goes over all. Th^ir appearance is most doleful ; though 
I have still noticed a pretty face through all the filth of their attire. The 
colour of their clothes is originally brown, but when they become too 
dirty' to fee worn under that hue, they areaent to the dyer, who is sup- 
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posed to clean them by superinducing a dark-blue or black tint. In 
almost every situation they might be considered as the attendants on a 
burial ; but in a real case of death there are professional mourners, who 
are hired to see proper respect paid to the deceased, by keeping up the 
cries of etiquette to his memory. 

Among the superstitions in Persia, that which depends on the crowing 
of a cock, is not the least remarkable. If the cock crows at a proper 
hour, they esteem it a good omen ; if at an improper season, they kill 
him. I am told that the favourable hours are at nine, both in the morn- 
ijig and in the evening, at noon and at midnight. 

But the lion, in the popular belief of Persia, has a discernment piuch 
more important to the interests of mankind. A fellow told me with 
the gravest face, that a lion of their own country would never hurt a 
Sheyak, (the sect of the Mahomedan religion wdiich follows A li, and 
which is established in Persia,) but would always devour a Stmni, (who 
recognises before Am the three first caliphs.) On meeting a lion, you 
have only therefore to say, “ Ya AH,” and the beast will walk by you 
with great respect ; but should you either from zeal or the forgetfulness 
erf terror, etclaim Ya Omar I Oh OmarrVhe will spring upon you 
instantly. : 

III. Animals of the Oashtistan. About twenty-five years ago, m 
the time of Sheik Nase, who possessed both Bitshire and the island of 
Bahrein, and who consequently i was enabled to improve the native 
breed of Persia, by bringing rover the . Ned; stallion, the Dashtistan 
berame celebrated for a horse of strength and bottom. But the original 
breed of Persia, that which is'now restored, is a tall, lank, ill-formed, 
and generally vicious animal ; useful indeed for hard work, but un- 
pleai^t to ride compared with; the elegant action and docility of the 
Arab. There is another race of the Turcoman breed, (such as are 
at Smyrna, and through all Asia Minor), a short, thick, round- 
nedkedi and strong-leg’d horse, short quartered, and inclined behind. 
Thrare is ; fine breed produced by the Turcoman mare and the 
Ncf^ stallioiu. ! At two different tim laige lots of horses were offered 
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to us for sale: the first, by the people of the Shiraz officer, who asked 
immense prices, and when refused, departed in apparent ill-humour, but 
generally returned and took the reduced sum which was offered. In 
this way also we purchased a lot of forty horses, principally of the 
Turcoman breed, which had been destined for the Indian market, and 
for which an average price of three hundred and twenty piastres for each 
horse had been asked at Buahire, but which at the end of the month 
were sold to us for two hundred and fifty. The distinct and charac- 
teristic value of the horses of the country, was exemplified in a present 
of two, which the Envoy received from the Sheik of Buahire. One was 
a beautiful Arab colt, of the sweetest temper I ever knew in a hbrse, 
frisking about like a lamb, and yet so docile, that though now for the 
first time mounted, he seemed to have been long used to the bit, a sure 
proof in the estimation of the country of the excellence of his breed. 
The other was a Persian colt of the most stubborn and vicious nature i 
to the astonishment and admiration however of the Persians, the Envoy's 
Yorksiiire groom by mere dint of whip and spur, subdued the creature 
and rendered him fit to ride : a triumph which established the groom's 
reputation readily, among a people peculiarly alive to the superiority of 
their own horsemanship. A horse more than ordinarily vicious was 
tamed in a singular manner by the people of the country. He was 
turned out loose (muzzled indeed in his mouth, where his ferociousness 
was most formidable) to await in an enclosure the attack of two horses, 
whose mouths and legs at foil liberty were immediately directed against 
him. The success was as singular as the, experiment ; and the violence 
of the discipline which hp; endured, subdued the nature of the beast, and 
rendered him the quietest of his kind. The horses are fastened in the 
stables by their fore legs, and pinioned by a rope from the hind leg to 
stakes at about six feet distant behind, so that although the animals are 
well inclined to quarrel, and are only four or five feet asunder, they can 
scarcely in this position succeed in hurting each other : frequently how- 
ever they do get loose, and then most forions battles ensue. I have 
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often admired the courage and dexterity with which the Peisiau 
Jehwdars or grooms throw themselves into the thickest engagement of 
angry horses ; and, in defiance of the kicks and bites around them, con- 
trive to separate them. 

The Resident’s stud consists of about twenty horses, mules, and 
siss^; ei gh t of the horses belong to the East India Company, and ai’e 
principally employed in carrying choppers or couriers to Shiraz. These 
are obliged however to be renewed very frequently, because one such 
Journey ^neraily destroys the animal that performs it ; so difficult are 
the passes of the mountains, and so unmerciful are the riders. 

They have in Persia a very large and ferocious dog, called the kofk 
dt^, from his being the watchful and faithful compatiion of the kofla or 
mavan. Each muleteer has his dog, and so correct is the animal's 
knowledge of the mules that belong to his master, that he will discover 
those that have strayed, and will bring them back to tiieir associates ; 
and on the other hand, when at night the whole caravan stops, and the 
mules are parcelled in square lots, the guardian dog will permit no 
Strang mule to Join the party imder his charge, or to encroach upon 
thefr ground. ‘ ? and his ferocity are equal to Ms intelii- 

gpice and watchfulnm. 

We chased one day a large white fox. Tliey prey about the open 
ccwaatry ronnd Busfnre in ^eat numbers, for the natives do not destroy 
diem with all the zeal of Englishmen. The wild animals of the Dash- 
'ikim are the wolf, the hyaena, tte fox, the porcupine, the mcmgmsti, 
the antelope, the wild boar, the jerboa, and sometimes the wild goat. 

The mountains of the Dasktistan have al^ the lion, and he has been 
known to descend into the plain. On toe 12to December, Captain 
Davis, of the Sapphire, shot two coraaorants out of a flock that were 
squatted on a tree. Partridges also have Jbeen seen to settle in the same 
wto The hawks, which are used in hunting, are toe cherk, the , 

ike shahem. ^ , i; 

i Wf ^ Atf OB toe Hofentow^^hdTore sun-ri^ to hunt wito 
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hawks. The freshness, or rather the coldness of the morning, was quite 
revivifying. We were accompanied by an old and keen sportsman, 
who had long been renowned in the plains of Bushire for his expertness 
in training a hawk, and his perseverance in hunting the hoobara or 
bustard. TJie old Eei.s, the name b 3 v which he was known, was one of 
the most picturesque figures on horseback that I ever saw. He w'as 
rather tall, with a neck very long, and a beard very grey. His body, 
either through age or the long use of a favourite position on horseback, 
mclined forwards till it made an angle of 45° witli his thighs, which 
run nearly parallel to the horse’s back ; and his beard projected so much 
from his lank neck, that it completed the amusement of the profile. On 
his right w'rist, which was covered by large gloves, his hawk was 
perched. The bird is always kept hood-winked, till the game be near. 
On our way we were joined by Hassan Khaxt, the Governor of 
Dastii who also carried a hawk, and who was attended by about 
fifteen men with spears, the halmons, or water pipes, &c. We proceeded 
to IJalila, where we commenced our hunt. A hoobara started almost 
under the foot of my horse ; as the bird flew, a hawk was unhooded 
that he might mark the direction, and was loosed only when it settled. 
But the sport was unsuccessful m two or three attempts ; in fact, when 
the hawk has had one flight, and has missed his prey, he should be fed 
with the blood of a pigeon, and then hood-winked, and not permitted 
to fly again in that day’s sport. As soon as the hawk has taken his 
flight, the sportsmen remain quiet till they can see that their bird has 
seized his prey, when they ride up and disengage them. 

The Jerboa. On tlie 1st Dec. we caught mme jerboas ; and I had 
an opportunity of delineating and obseivdng with some nicety all their 
different properties. The descnption of this animal has been given so 
minutely by Sonnini, and, with tlie controversy on the subject, has 
occupied indeed so very long a chapter of one of his volumes, that it 
would be superfluous to go over •■again the same tedious ground. As 
thete are, however, some little exceptions in jerboa which I saw at 
Bushire, I shall endeavour to point them out. In the first place, that 
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gradation from the bird to the quadruped, which Sostnini traced iii 
the hopping motion of the jer5oa, did not strike me with the same degree 
of conviction. When unpursued the animal certainly hops, though tiiis 
admission does not imply that he cannot walk without hopping. But 
when he is escaping from any alarm, he may ahnost be said, to lay him- 
self flat on the surface of the ground from the immense tension of his 
hind legs, and literally to run ventre a terre. Yet as every observer will 
feel that there are shades by which the Avorks of creation gradually 
resolve into each other, and which, by a slow operation, connect the 
zoophyte with the animated world, and the bird Avith the quadruped, 
the jerboa may still serve as one of the first and most perceptible grada- 
tions between two kingdoms of nature; but kangaroos, a larger and 
nobler specimen, would illustrate the connection as correctly. 

On^the specific description of the animal I agree with Son n ini's 
account of the Egyptian jerfeas, except that, in two which I examined, 
I could not find the spur or the small rudiment of a fourth toe on the 
heel of the hinder foot ; on the existence of Avhich depends essentially 
the resemblance AAduch1he;.has disc?overed between thejerhoa and the 
ahgtaga of Tartaty.l But as thejferj^ hf iHasselquist, of Beuce, 
and of SoNNiNi all seem to differ from each other, and from those 
which I examined, in some minute circumstance, it is reasonable to 
conclude, less that there is any incorrectness in the descriptions, than 
that there is an essential variety in the animals. The jerboas in the 
deserts before us at Bushire, do not live in troops, as those of Egypt t ac- 
cording to Son nini ; each has his hole to which he retires Avith the 
utmost precipitation ; nor is it possible to take him by surprise in the 
day, as I learn from Sir Harford Jones, avIio has had ample oppor- 
tunities of examining the history of the jerfeocs ; and therefore the cir- 
cumstance, which Bbuce mentions, of his Arabs having knocked 
diem doAvn Avith sticks, extends probably to no general inference. Nor 
CM I thmk that SoNNiNi is correct rin supposing that the animal is 
fond of fright Those Avhich I kept in a cage remained huddled together 
uad^ Warn cotton during the day, but in the night made such 
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a scratchmg, that I was obliged to send them out of the room. Besides, 
one of the most common methods of catching them is by the glare of a 
lanthorn, 'which seems to deprive them of the power of moving, 
and subjects them quietly to the hand of the man who bears the light. 
There is another and an easy way of catching them, by pouring water 
down one of the apertures of their rjetreat ; they immediately jump out. 
We hunted several with spaniels, but, although surrounded on all sides, 
they escaped with the greatest facility : when very closely pressed, they 
have a most dextrous method of springing to an amazing height over 
the heads of their pursuers ; and, making two or three somersets in the 
air, they come down again in all safety oh their hinder legs, many j^ards 
from the spot of their ascent. In this leap they probably use their 
diminutive paws. Even a greyhoxmd stands no chance with them ; for 
as soon as he comes near, they take to the somersets, and the dog is 
completely thrown out. Their flesh is reckoned very fine, as the 
people here who eat them assure me. As the animal is very sensible of 
cold, and fonned so delicately and apparently so little prepared to 
resist frosts and snows, I cannot think, though Sonniwi seems to imply 
it, that it is found in very northern climates. Rats and hares indeed 
are found in the coldest as well as in the wannest parts of the world | 
but nature has provided them with a clothing more appropriate to the 
change. 
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DBPAETURE PEOM BUSHIRE — ARRANGEMENTS OF THE CAMP — 
MEETING WITH MAHOMED NEBEE KHAN’.f ENTERTAINMENT — 
THE ISTAKBALL—DAULAKEE*— MInIeRAE STREAMS— VEGETATION 
— PASSAGE OFTHECOTUL — PEAIN OF KH^SHT — THE GOVERNOR- 
CARAVANSERAI— -THE MOUNTAISIpiROBBERS KAMAURIDGE 

^eahee.ro;n^;jH9S03|8 paid,tq;_^P^e^envov — ruins of shapour: 

VlE'f';:'4CR9POW.S'i|'^CUI;PTD&:BS;; ROMAN figures; 
|,«fH]|ATEB; TRADITIONS — PASSES OF THE MOUNTAINS— FIRM AN 
,4 FROM THE KING— APP. ROACH ^Tp SHIRAZ— ISTAKB ALES — PRE- 
SENT FROM THE PRINCE. 


The preparations for our departure, which had been suspended by 
different events, were now resumed with much alacrity. I felt that the 
cold, which we shotilP^^fe:' ehcouUtff,"'' might possibly Kill mj Indian 
servant, and I accordingly sent him back to Bombay. The Ferosh 
Bmhee, or chief tent-pitcher, an officer of much utility in the progress 
of our journey, now brought with him to our camp a large number of 
adherents in subordinate capacities, who on their entrance requested the 
Ifepy's permission to say their prayers in the manner and time ap- 
pCMted- Iiy their reli^on. The next morning I was roused by a noise, 

, jj which 1 8^ discovered to be compound^ of the trumpet of the troop 
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blowing the reveille, and the voice of a Persian priest calling the faithful 
to prayers : lungs originally strong had been so disciplined and exer- 
cised for tlie purpose, that the voice was more potent than the 
trumpet. 

Our Mehmandarf Mahomed Zeky Khaj?, arrived on the 10th; we 
went out to meet liim, attended by the body guard in tlieir best array, 
and accompanied by a host of Persians. As the preparations for our 
journey were now completed, the 17th Dec. 1808 was fixed for our de- 
parture. On the l6th the Ternate, Lieut. Sealy, sailed for Bombay 
with the Envo/s dispatches to the Indian government; and on. the next 
day the Sapphire., which was appointed to convey the dispatch^ to 
England, proceeded to Kkarrack to take in water for the voyage. 

All our arrangements were closed ; and on the same morning, at a 
quarter past eleven o'clock, the Envoy mounted his horse to proceed 
from Bmhire. In order to excite in the people a favourable expectatioii 
of the result of the mission, had previously desired tks aatrcdogers to 
mention the time which they might d€«m lucky for his departure ; suad 
the hour accordingly in which we begun our journey was pronounced, by 
their authority, to be particularly fortunate. Sir Haefobd Johis’s 
suite consisted of Mr. Sheeidan, Mr. Beoce, Optain Sothbe- 
LAND, Comet WiLEocK, Dr. Jukes, and myself. He had two Swiss 
servants and an English groom, an English and a Portuguese tailor, 
about half a dozen Indians, and a very numerous assortment of 
Persians, 

The Sapphire saluted us as we set out ; shortly after we met the Meb^ 
mandar and his cortbge, and after ««ae little exchange of civilities Wf 
all went on together. The order of the cavalcade was as follows The 
led hors®, ten in number, each conducted by a wdi-clad jehmdar or 
groom; then the chief of the with his staff of office; then 

the arz-beg or lord of requests ; after him were six ch&tt&'$ or running 
footmen, who immediately preceded the Envoy. The Envoy himself 
was mounted on a choice Arab horse ; at his right stirrup walked a 
picked tall c&after, the chief of his class. Then fpEowed the gentlemen of 
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blowing the reveille, and the voice of a Persian priest calling the faithftil 
to prayers ; lungs originally strong had l^n so disciplined and exer- 
cised for the purpose, that the voi(x was more potent than the 
trumpet. 

Onr Mekmandar, Mahomed Zeky Khaf, arrived on the 10th; we 
went out to meet him, attended by the body guard in their best array, 
and accompanied by a host of Persians. As the prepamtioas for our 
journey w'ere now completed, the 17th Dec. 1808 was fixed for our de- 
parture. On the l6th the Ternate, Lieut. Sealy, sailed for Bombay 
with the Envoy’s dispatches to the Indian government; and on the next 
day the Sapphire, which was appointed to convey the dispatches to 
England, proceeded to Kharrack to take in water for the voyage. 

All our arrangements were clewed ; and on the same morning, at a 
quarter past deven o’clock, the Envoy mounted his horse to proceed 
from Bnshire. In order to excite in the people a favourable exp^Mmtion 
of the result of the misaon, he Imd prevfously dwired the astrologers to 
mention the time which they might deean lucky for his departure ; aiid 
the hour accordingly in which we begun our journey was pronounced, by 
their authority, to be particularly fortunate. Sir Harvoed Jones’s 
suite consisted of Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Bruce, Captain Suther- 
land, Comet WiLLocK, Dr. Jukes, and myself. He had two Swiss 
servants and an English groom, an English and a POTtuguese tailor, 
about half a dozen Indians, and a very numerous assortment 
Persians. 

The Sapphire saluted us as we set out ; shortly alter we met the Afe4- 
mandar aM his cortfe^ and after some little exchan^ of civilities we 
all went on together. The order of the cavalcade was as follows .•■—The 
led homes, ten in number, each conducted by a weil-ciad jelowdar m‘ 
groom ; then the chief of the jehmdmt with Ms staff of office ; then 
the arz-beg or lord of requests ; after him were six chaiien or runiung 
footmen, who immediately ptecoled tte Envoy. The Envoy himself 
was mounted on a choice Arab horse; at his right stirrup walked a 
picked tali chatter, the chief of his class, 'Pien followed the gentlemen of 

J y f t<i 'I .r-f ' r- " 
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the mission, amongst whom were disposed some moonshees. To the right 
and left were the pipe-trimmers, who carried all the smoking apparatus 
in boxes fashioned for the purpose * Behind the gentlemen and the 
moonshees came a great crowd of Persians on horseback ; and, to close 
the whole, the body guard cain© along in goodly rows, and made an ad- 
mirable finish to the groupe. 

The baggage all loaded on mules preceded us regularly on our march, 
so that when we aJtived ^t the end of phi- stage we always found our 

tents pitched. ‘ >. . 

The arran^ente of ohr camp were as follows There were wo 
state tents, OTe fot lmner, fheother^fo^ company. Ihe latter, 

with the Bavo/s private tent, were enclosed withm walls. Around 
these were the tbutsof the ^tlmen of the mission, each person having 
his own. There was also appropriated to cooking, and many others 
of a smaller size for the servant^, and the guard of cavalry. 

After our dinner was over, which was generally an hour or two after 
sun-set, the dimter tent was taken down, loaded on the mules, and sent 
onwards to the n^st stage in toadiness to receive us. About day-break 
in the toorb tog f.fh'e camp b^nn to break up ; and before our breakfast 
was overi far which one tent w*^"*''^«^-.all the rest of the ground ^yas 
cleared, a^d t|c ba^age was fa. ad to the next stage. The 

PerMns ^ so . acchstomed to ^.^..-mer of life, that they pitch and 

nnpitoh a kimp: with the most perfect dexterity and order. Much of 
ixidlse de^ittkS ttpon Rie chief of the Feroshes or tent-pitchers, called 
fee kho must necessarily be very active. The man who 

* filled this depfi^^t in our mis^i^ was very clever, but probably a 
great rogue, of which at least he'^played a presumptive proof, as he 
had lost an ear, the forfeit cf former misdemeanour. The oftice 
Ocncf Mutefe^k another^ also that recpiires much 
activity aod watclifulness, to sup^^feitend properly fee loading and un- 
loading of the mules with order and dispatch. 
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We marclied for about four miles in a direct bearing witb Halila 
Peak, (which bore S. TO. E. from Mr. Beuce's house,) and then came 
to the swamps, which terminate the extremity of the inlet of the sea, 
from the port of Biisihire. Having paced over those swamps for a!x)ut 
two miles more, we took a more easterly direction, and then marched 
due E. to Alichangee, the village at which we encamped. I he distance 
is called five fursimgs, but probably is not more than fourteen miles. 
The soil over which we passed was sandy, and here and there strata of 
rock. The weather was hazy, and gave the country a broken and un- 
connected appearance. 

As we approached our encampment, we were treated with a scene of 
Persian splendour and etiquette, in the meeting of the Envoy with hk 
old friend and tutor, Mahomed Nebee Khan, the Governor of 
Bushire. He had been informed that the Envoy intesnded passing the 
following day with him, and acrordingly pi«par^ for his reception. 

About a mile from our encampHi^t a very large 

portion of the military of Bushire had “already greeted his aiTival. 
His approach was first announced by a salute from all the matchlock 
guns of his guards, who were posted in our way to frighten our horses. 
The Khan then appeared himself, surrounded by an immense host, 
who, clearing away as soon as they came near our party, gave the two 
great men free access to one another. They exchanged embraces, and 
once again mounted their horses. We all returned together, and formed 
a party so thickly cemented, that the dust of the desert was raised in 

masses, which ouite obscured the air.' : / ^ 

Tahomed Nebee'Khan and bur escorted the Envoy 

to his own tent, and after a short visit, departed amid the same crowd 

and noise. ■' ' , ■ ■ 

On Sunday the 18 th, %?hen I * had ’|krfoitned divine service in tne 

Envoy’s tent, we paid a visit of ceremony to Mahomed Nebee 
Khan. According to the fiishion of the country, '^e pnx^eded on 
horseteck, although his tent was within ^ 

by one.'of'hk officers, and an e«ort of who made; 
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obeisance to the Envoj, and preceded bis borse, until we arriTed at tbe 
door, where the Khan himself was waHmg. He received us most graci- 
ously, and after we had pulled off our boots and shoes, and Sir Hae- 
toRB and the Khan had gone through some little polite difficulties 
about their seats, we finally settled ourselves on chairs prepared for us. 
The Khan’s tent was very neat, and appeared to us a most desirable 
residence. It had a large exterior covering, and close to the extremity 
a wall all round ; and in the interior, there was a clean little recess 
cteely covered with carpets, and lined with the finest chintz, the 
borders of which were adorned with a broad fringe. Our host was a 
man of great notoriety botli in Persia and in India ; his manners were 
greatly in his favour, and he was dressed more like a noble than any 
other man whom I had yet seen in the country. His beard presented 
no plebeian roughness, and the dagger in his girdle glittered with pre- 
cious stones. When the usual compliments had been severally paid, 
that silence of solemnity, which generally marks the visits of form, suc- 
ceeded, till the haleoms, or water pipes, were introduced to our relief. 
The coffees and sherbete followed, and the whole entertainment con- 
duded with a course of sweetir^is, which was brought upon separate 



trays, each serving two guests. The only unsatisfactory part of the visit 
was die intended politeness of two lusty attendants, who broke some of 
tibe sw^tmeats in their suspicious hands, blew the dust off the fragments 
with their more suspicious mouths, and then laid them before us. After 
a washing of hands, (in which we felt the full want of towels), and a 
(jfiarting kaleoon, we took our leave, and left the Envoy to a private con- 
ference with the Khan. 

The trays, from which we eat, had the appearance of silver, though 
I understood afterwards that they were plated only. They were neatly 
oafvcsd m flowers and other otnaments. The articles which they con- 
; lataed were made of almonds, pistachio nuts, and a paste of sugar ; 

; Of&eis were like our alicampaoe and barley sugar, and all were very nice. 

are almost indescribably fond of sweetmeats, which they 
I eat m vtty quantities. The abuadance indeed "of fruits and sher- 







bets presented daily to the Enroy by the Mehmandar, proved the im- 
mense supply which the taste of the country demanded. The presents 
were arranged prettily in trays and boxes, and carried in great form on 
die heads of servants, but they were less acceptable, because for each 
die conductor reauired a nresent in monev. By such means the great 


arrive. 


made in the wall, and thus made his exit. 

In the evening we dined with Mahomed Nebee Khan-. We did 
not go till the Khan had sent to the Envoy to say, that the entertain- 
ment was ready for his reception, a custom always observed on such 
occasions.* When we arrived at Ins tent, the same ceremonies passed 
as in the morning, except that we sat upon the ground, where the in- 
flexibility of our knees rendered the position more difficult than can 
be described. The Khaji, who seemed to commiserate the tightness 
of our pantaloons, begged that we would extend our legs at their full 
length : fearing, however, to be rude, we chose to be uncomfortable, 
and to imitate their fashion as faithfully as possible ; and really, with 


* That the same custom prevailed anciently in the East may be iofeixed from Sx, 
MAXTHEW.xxii. ? — 4. St. Luke xiv. 16.17. , 
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respect to my oWn feelings, I tliougfet complaisance was never carried 
further. The guests besides Ourselves, were our Mehmatidar and the 
Persian Secretary. I preserved part of the conversation: in talking of 
the admirable skill with which the guns of the Nereide were filed in 
the re~capture of the Sylph^ the ^idhuianduT said to the Secretary, 

« you ought to have kissed the lips of those guns, whose execution was so 
effectual ; and walked around and around them, and in gratitude for 
“ your deliverance, to have put up prayers to Heaven for their preser- 
“ vation and prosperity." 

After having sat some time halmms were brought in, then coffee, 
thaO k&ltMnSy then sweet coffee (the composition alr^dy noticed of 
sugar and rose^-water) ; and then Jcale^otu again. All this was rapidly 
performed, when the Khan called for dinner. On the ground before us 
Was Spread the sofra, a fine chintz cloth, which perfectly entrenched 
our legSj and which is used so long unchanged, that the accumulated 
fragments of former meals collect into a musty paste, and emit no very 
savory smell ; but the Persians are content, for they say that changing 
the so/m brings ill luck, A tray was then placed before each guest ; 
bn thC^C tray^ were throe fine uhina bowls, which were filled with sher- 
bets ; two made of sweet liquors, and one of a most exquisite species of 
temonade. There were besides, fruits ready cut, plates with elegant 
iitlie arrangement* of Sweetmeats and confectionary, and smaller cups 
tff sweet sherbet ; the whole of which were placed most symetrically, 
ited Ware quite inviting, evm by their appearance. In the vases of 
sherbet were spoons made of the pear tree, with very deep bowls, and 
Worked so delicately, that the long handle just slightly bent when 
it was carried to the mouth. The pillaus succeeded, three of which were 
^bced before each two guests ; one of plain rice called the chillo, one 
lieatie of mutton with raisins and almonds, the other of a fowl, with rich 
and phanbs. To thfe added various dishes with rich sauces, 
aad over each a small tiacture of sweet sauce. Their cooking, indeed, 
»^y oomqioied of sweetei The business of ^ing was a pleasure 
e Persians, but it was misery to us. They csomfortably advanced 
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itself was perhaps thirty yards. It falls into the sea in a due E. and W, 
direction. 

At two o'clock we came to AhmadUh : at half past two we passed 
a small fort called Khosh Aub, where a large body ot people were 
waiting our passage.* They were all armed with pikes, matchlocks, 
swords and shields; and gave us two vollies as a salute. They then 
‘advanced to us, and being annomiced by the wished us 

a prosperous journey. They were answered by the usual civility, 
“ Mos/r flmedeed, you are welcome.” As we proceeded, our party was 
'headed by the soldiery. They were commanded by .a man on horse- 
back, all in tatters, who with his whip kept them together, and excited 
them with his voice where he wanted them to run. Two of the chosen 
of the village performed feats before us on their lean horses, and helped 
to increase the excessive dust, which involved us. This party kept pace 
with us, until w'e were again met by a similar host, the van of the little 
anny who were waiting our reception at Borazjoon : these also fired 
their muskets.^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^ 

’ From Kfiosh Auh to Borazjoon the ground appeared cultivated; and 
as we were approaching the latter village, we saw some of the peasants, 
: who, after having finished their toil in the fields were walking home with 
their ploughs over their shoulders. I think we may fairly reckon at 
twenty-five miles the distance from Alichangee to Borazjoon : the Per- 
sians call it nine Jursungs. The avenues to Borazjoon are through 
plantations of date and tamarisk trees : the village is a collection of 
huts, which sun’ound a fort ; and the fort, like the rest of those which 
I had seen, was a square, with turrets at each corner, which were cut 
into small chequers at the top. Tliere are the ruins of many small 
forte all over the Dashfistatii which were built by some unsuccessful 


* In fte Journal tMs is tbe first notice of the Istahball, which so firequentlj recurs in the 
future |>it^ress of the mission, as an honorary assemblage called forth to receive a distin- 
guldM tmailer, and to conduct him in his passage. 
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rebel, and which were left to decay as soon as he was quelled. I un- 
derstand that the population of this district has been decreasing ever 
since the happy days of Sh eik Jv ase. Ahiiost the n hole of its geo- 
graphy present places n Inch have names, but no inhabitants, oi it 
there are an}', they are the refuse only ot former more flourishing 
families. 

In our road to-day, we saw immense flights ot the toowee, or desert 
partridge, and some ravens, 'the Mehmandar and the oldest of our 
moonsMes amused themselves in scouring the plains, and playing at the 
dangerous game of the girid, in which the old scribe got a severe blow. 
The Persians ride with great courage, for they drive their horses at 
their greatest speed over any ground. They of course get frequent 
falls, by wWch they are seldom much injured; for though they gene- 
rally alight on their heads, they are there saved by their immense 

sheep-skin caps.* . 

It was a quarter past eight before we;, moimtecl our horses on the 

morning of the 21st, and ten minutes past twelve when we arrived at 
Dmdakce, a distance called four fumings, and which may be computed 
at about twelve road miles. The site of Dmdakee is marked by a break 
in the mountains, where the road which leads among them commences. 
It bore N. 30 E. when we mounted. Our road was much broken by 
the beds of numerous torrents, which, after the rain and melted snows, 
fall from the adjacent mountains. We here and there met with small 
encampments of the FJauts. They appear like the Turcomans, whom I 
have so frequently seen at Smyrna, and through the whole of Asia 
Minor. At the distance of two miles we were met by the Istakball, 
wdio fired their salute, and frightened the horses as before. This cere- 
mony was repeated every day, so that a repetition of the description 
will not be always necessary. They were all arranged on a rising 


* « I have frequently amused myself in feeling their skulls, to ascertain if they are as 
« soft now as when Hero0otus described them i but I never yet found one that was not 
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groimd, at the foot of which ran a stream of mineral water, of a most 
sulphureous smell. Further on we crossed other streams of the same 
quality; the heat of one of which, as it gushed from under the rocks, 
was almost scalding. e brought home specunens of the incrustation 
which the spray of the bubbles left on the surrounding rocks. The bed 
of the stream was mostly of the colour of sulphur, although there were 
patches here and there of a copper hue. Still a little further on, on 
the left of the road, are two springs of naptha. The oil swims on the 
surface of the water, and the peasantry take it off with a branch of 
■date tree, and collect it into small holes around the spring ready for 
'their immediate use. They daub the camels all over with it in the 
•spring, which preserves their coats, and prevents a disease in the skin, 
which is common to them. 

The huts in the village of Daulakee, as we rode through it, appeared 
mostly to be covered on the tops with the entwined leaves of their date 
trees, while the better houses are built of mud, and terraced. The 
mosque was the most creditable building that met our eye in the whole 
place: its interior seemed neatly arranged in arches, and preserved 
'^dean with a white Staceo, There was a little bath at the extremity of 
the town. The customary fort (for such are found in most of these 
tillages) was situated in the middle of the huts, at the top of which 
many an eager Persian was perched. This place, and indeed all we had 
•i^n, pyraented a picture of poverty stronger than words can express, 
^ere "was nothing but what mere existence required; nor to our very 
■cairsory observation did the most trifling superfluity shew itself. 

The nver that runs by Daulakee meanders through the plain which 
•we had passed. All the mineral streams, which crossed our road, fall 
'itfto it, tod renders its waters salt and brackish. The soil itself indeed, 
^ remits of the mountains, is, in some places, saturated with a ni- 
: 4awis add, of which, in the neighbourhood of Daulakee, the people 
; owkeatjj^easantJboverg^. In one of > the recesses spf the mountains, 

. liiowfwipv' is a-stream icf puie and' delicious -wate. In ^the evening 
u I wdked to the spring, which is whelmed in date trees : it is beauti- 



wherever they can irrigate they can prouutc , 

with no other moisture diaii the dews, and the few occasional showers 
of the winte'r, the plain of Bushire (which all observers have agreed to 
call a barren land) produces one hundred for seven. The rude i|?anner 
of cultivation here is sufficient to display the intrinsic goodness ot 
soil; for they just sprinkle with seed the spot marked out for th^ 
plough, then make the superficial furrow's, and obtain most abupuhtlt 

We mounted this morning at eight o’clock# a»d arnv^ at our en-r 
campment at ten minutes tefore one. It is called four fursmigs, but 
we compute it at sixteen miles. "We soon entered the mountains, and 
followed the road through them to the Eastward. ^Ve came to tlm 
river (which in its lower course passes near Daiikket) at halt past nino 
o’clock : we crossed it a second time about a quarter of an how after, 
and at ten o’clock passed it for the third and last time, at a mined 
brido-e, of a structure which had once been neat. After hard rains its 
bed ts very extensive, and its current mc^t rapid : so that it entirely iin-? 
pedes the passage of travellers and caravans. At the %ds where we 
crossed, it was a vp-y fine stream up to the bellies of our horses. Aftes 
that, we paced its banks, for the distance perhaps of half a mile, la a 
S. E. direction. We saw it for the last time winding on a southwn 
course, when we had ascended an elevated peak of tlie Cotul rmge^ 
We gained this summit at half past eleven; the road then continued 
through the mountains till twelve o’clcMrk, when we came on the plain 
of KMsht. At ten minutes before one we reached our encampment 
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almost an impossible task to ascertain the ultimate and exact direction 
of our bearing from Daiilakee to KMskt. However it was evident, that 
we had made a great deal of Easting, with a little Northing. The 
mountains rose around in most fantastical forms, their strata having 
their highest elevation towards the South, forming a dip of perhaps 
forty-five degrees. The soil is mostly of a soft crumbling stone, large 
fragments of which seemed just balancing at the brink of the precipice 
above, and appearing to require only a touch to impel them into the 
great chasms below. The passage of the river by our numerous party, 
and the winding of the horsemen and loaded mules in the mountain- 
passed animated the whole of the dreary scenery around into the most 
romantic pictures. The only verdure which cheered the sameness of 
the glaring yellow of the mountain, w'as that of a few wild almond 
trees. 

Before we ascended to the plains of Kkisht, a long string of match- 
lock men and horsemen (the IstakhalJ) who came out to meet the 
Envoy, appeared on the brink of the precipice above us. As we 
ascended they fired a volley, the sound of which returned in repeated 
echoes through the mountains ; and when we came into the midst of 
them, the horsemen begun their gambols; moving around us in all 
directions, stopping their horses, couching their long lances, throwing 
them, and then again galloping forwards. The footmen with their 
matchlocks made a charge into the plain, shouting as they advanced, 
as a representation perhaps of the ardour of their attack in real combat. 
When we approached our encampment, we were met by the Governor 
of Kkisht himself, Zaul Khan, a man of remarkable appearance, 
without eyes, and with the fragment of a tongue, the rest of which he 
had forfeited during the troubles of Persia. He came riding on a mule 
conducted by a young Persian. But the most extraordinary part of 
his history is, that, notwithstanding Ms tongue is cut, he still talks intel- 
ligiWy^ Before, indeed, this operation was performed, he had such an 
impedime»t in his speech, that he was scarcely able to make himself 
understood;, but the mutilation was fortunate, and Ms articulation 





lias been improved. This the Envoy, who had known him before the 
punishment, avers. 

Tlie plain of Klmfit seems to form a complete oval, and presented 
strongcT marks of cultivation than any part of the Dashtidan wMch 
we had seen. The Komr bushes were thickly sprinkled by tiie road- 
side, and apparently all over the plain, besides plantations of date 
trees. At Konar-a~Tackta (a village four miles and a half from Khiskt, 
and the place where we encamped,) there is a Caravanserai, which has 
lately been erected by one of the wives of Zaid Khan, and is really a 
neat and commodious building. An arched gateway introduces the 
traveller into a square yard, around which are rooms, and behind whicli 
are stables. There is also a small suite of rooms over the gateway. Ir 
the centre of the court is an elevated platform, the roof of a sub- 
terraneous chamber called a zeera zemeon, whither travellers retire 
daring the great heats of the summer, and which in those heats 
is a very refreshing habitation. Behind the building is a tank or 
reservoir for rain-water, which has newly been added, and is not 
indeed yet finished. The whole forais an establislunent most ac- 
ceptable to travellers, and worthy of the Persian governments ol 
a better age. ^ 

On the 23d we rose before the sun, and i hough in a region so much 
more elevated than the one in which we were on the preceding day, 
the temperature of the atmosphere seemed the same. The sky was 
clouded all over, and some predicted rain. One of our moonskees, who 
was considered an astrologer, told me that, according to Ms observa- 
tions, “ it would rain, if God pleased/^ However, the day passed 
■without rain, and the opinion of the astrologer was, at any rate, equally 
indisputable. 

The trumpet, the signal for departure, sounded at, twenty minutes 
before eight, and we went off with the usual clatter and parade. The 
course of the road bore N. E.: but, when we had rode Jbr about 
lour miles its direction was nearly due East. In an hour after our de- 
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paxture we came to the banks of a river, wHch is the same that, flow- 
ing by Zeira, falls into the IfauMee nvei at Deerooga, and which, 
according to my informarion, takes its rise in the mountains near 
Shapmr. Immediately on coming on its banks we began to wind 
through the difficult passes of the mountains, which in various 
parts are very dangerous. The Arab horses, who had been accustomed 
to the equal surface of their own sandy plains, trode the rocky 
sides of the mountains with fearful and uncertain steps, and one or two 
of the most valuable of the Envoy’s stud suffered by severe Ms: the 
Persian horses, on the contrary, scramble over the threatening emi- 
nences, and confidently walk by the sid« <ff the ^ecipices with an 
indifference, which ^ves an equal consciousness ot security to their 
riders. Our Mehnandar, by way of bravado, urged his horse over a 
rocky heap, which appeared almost as the feat of a madman. 

There were some i^rticular points of view in our progress, that were 
pictar^que and grand in the extreme. The path wound so fantastically 
along the side of the mountain, that tho^, who were yet at the bottom 
saw tl^e whdb surfece mtei^ted by ^nges of our procession; and 
tim tpaveHers at the upper ^iht appeared so diminutive, that man and 
brute could scarcely be distinguished from each other. Just before we 
ueachei the very Inghest top of the mountain we came .to a station of 
and to the dwelling of aderoeuh, which was 'formed in the 
^ ^iqo of 'a rock. In parte of our route we saw the RoMmdron, 
one the strongest symptmhs of the change of our climate. We 
peached our encampment at twenty minutes past eleven, and we found 
it pitched near a Carammerai. Ihe village of Khaummiridgeh situated 
cm a amhW plain, and. is distant about a mile N. 20 W. fixMn the Cara- 
'%amerai. On an eminence oyer us was a small tower, where a rebel 
, , ^ a long si^- 

' • liie mountaHW tte^h liWieh we passed were infested by a race of 

^ eUled Mmm^h They frye in riie deepest reOesses of 

vaffhysi tead flirir dh thh unguarded 
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ti’avellers with m impunity quite characteMic of the state of the 
country. Although some attempts have occasionally been made to 
territy'^them into submission, by inJaicting the severest tortures on the 
few individuals who have chanced to be caught, yet the example has 
been lost on the living, and the love of independence and plunder has 
outweighed the terrors of barbarous punishment and ignominious death. 
The abrupt formation of their mountain haunts (labyrinths to those who 
have not long practised them,) favours this community so materially, 
that instances have been known of their having snatched from the very 
centre of a caravan, some traveller who promised less resistance lhan 
his companions, or some well loaded mule, that seined to aimounc^ 
more booty than others. When Brigadier-General ManeotM wmt 
through their mountains on a former mission, the robbm bore ^ 
some of his mules which carried part of the rich presmte dwtaed fiw 
the King of PerBia. So firmly am ibey no„ 
featiieses. that the neighbouring Khma and Gmamon of dateto ^e 
chosen, rince the evil itself was inevitable, to take a part m 
tages, and, it is said, maintain thdr own agente amonpt tto IhM 
tom, with whom they have stipulated agree^nts al^t tte 
their plunder. They happened to be less predatory at ^ of w 
passage, and we proceeded through the mountems witiiout the least 

TOTcanwansera* close to our encampment was a sdid, thou^ ra^ 
andmt structure, and the walls, scribbled ov« with names 
attested the passage of frequent travellers. We saw a wk 
mid Sir Haevoed fired three times on a 
in& kept its ground, imtil it was taken up m the han^ imd 
permitted itself to he taken up frequently without ofimug to y 

^^^road is making at the sole espence crfHaJEE Mahomep Hass am, 
a merchant and mhabitantc^ Bmhire, 

taw from Kmxemm to KJmwmm^dge, and shorten ^ distance two 

Jiir w F ^ - Its direcdon bore B. from us at 

M S! 
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On the 24th our march commenced at eight, and we arrived at 
Kaiizeroon at half past two. AVe were about one hour pacing the plain 
of Khuumaurid^e, and, allowmg one mile for the other extremity, (which 
we had jjassed on the. preceding day) we may fairly calculate its -whole 
length at five miles. - Its opening \mrMd& Kauzerom is through a pass 
called the Tengid Turkoun, between two high branches of the mountains. 
There is besides a road to the left, which leads over the mountain, and 
winch the Envoy? and some of the party took, because the pass is very 
famous for the attacks of the robbers. The road was, however, guarded 
at difierent stations by' matchlock men, who had been placed there by 
the direction of the Prince, which was one of the numerous instances of 
his great attention' to the mission. 

dlavihg descended once again, we came into the plains of Kauzeroon* 
From the eminence we perceived the river, which we had passed near 
Khishfy winding in a N. and S. direction behind the western hills. T^ 
oAy oi Shapour -we just discovered at the foot of a mountain, then bear- 
ing N. 50 E. - Hills of ■v’cry subordinate elevation run out from the 
great :range of mountains, and leave here and there little plains which 
are all comprehended! under ihe?- name of the piaip of Eauzeroon. i y. 

'We were met at JDercb by a great crb'wd,! who gambolled and saluted 

usual. V As we passed betweto the hut^, the women of the village 
were collected on the roofs, and greeted our approach by a loud and 
tremendous Ispecies of song, which yet at a distauce was not disagree- 
able.* Money was tbrowii amon^t the crowd, which added much, to 
the confusion of the scene, and excited a most active and querulous 
scramble. ' ' " ■ . - ' ' 

About two miles from Kauzerom we were met by Mahomed Kouli 
Khan, the Governor of that pjace, who was attended, by a numerous 
company of horsemen. Mr. Bruce, Dr. Jukes, and myself; disr 
mounted to pay 'him the usual compMment, and ‘he then turned hack 
wi%«s to his' own t®w» About a mifeifurther,' almOrt the whole male 
poprdalidh was collected fo meet lis. A bottle, which ctmtained sugan- 
candy,' whs broken undfar'Ate feet vof the F^Iteoy^suheCTey^'^^ ccfemohy. 




s]^dfsed among the^ ruins' of J5eraes, came out 1 » 
the northern extremity of the town there is a p 
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a'sonages y :ana rnen 
(tlieir only covering) 
m each to make the 
ostures, and display 
ses, until we reached 
be a crowd so wild 
ling, and terambiing 
me: while the dust, which seemed to powder the 

obabl)" ten thousand 
criptions were assembled. Officers were dispersed 

crowd backwards or 
lid exceed the tumult 
other in the inequa- 
in every direction, 

while their riders were performing feats with their long spears 3 /behind 

e wratlei^ dancing 
twirling round their 
This ceremony is 
re considered, there- 
ae reviving inSuence 


ff one over 


[ visited the ruins of 
es, in nearly a north 
31 our encampment, 

again through the village of DereeSy which, ‘froiti the extent 

town-,' '-Every- house 

covered with an arched roof, a mode of building Vrhich probably 

common* in all the 
icoes 'afe'i'uniterihliy 
Jation,'dhitt}y inter* 
et ' oiif pa^ge.' « I On 
of burial, and over 










After havi« passed two tombs, one on the nght side ana one on 
rhe left of the road, we came to the bed of a torrent, over which there 
seems to have been bwilt an aqueduct; for, on either side of its banks, 
lffi the r«0Emins of masonry, and the trace of its conduit is peicewed 
» the bank. The extent of the ruins of Shapour to the 

Over the spring. 

fesm whiA it wes, the road is built, sustained by ftagments of archi- 
tecture, wbiA are a part of the entablature of some pubhc build- 
bg, and; by appertained to a very 

afifioe. . • 

Smmo^yy aftet ibviftg paas^ to »prmg we came upcm the rums 

wi standing on an eminence we computed the whtde 

to be cm^died. <m a tbngh calculation, within a circumfeeace of 
jjjix wcnmference cmelosed a tract of plain, and a hill on 

whn^ thd®wudas of ftie ancient citaddi formed a conspicuous and 
Ij ffKrymandiwg' oli^t. Wheth^ by u mere caprice of nature, or whether 
by ^ th e is^distinctl^sepa^t^ from 

to’ipace between to two 
•i#%dr»ir*t nf. tiifiliv yards. which ftirmed a iittle nlain of vwdure and shrub- 
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rich slirubbery ccmpleted a inc»t enlivaiing fofe-ground* The hdl, on 
which the remaim of the citadel stand, is covered with the mins of 
wails and turrets. On its eastern aspect, the nature of the fortification 
can be traced easily ; for walk fill die diasms from rock to mck, filing 

altogether a place of defence admirably strong. 

The irst object which arreted iMf iAtantioii# WM a nffitilatei sculp* 

ture of two colossal figures on Imisel^k, carved on the super- 
fices of the rock. The figtre m the right was the most iigwed ; the 
only part indeed, which we could asomahi irith precisian, was one of 
the front and two of the hinder feet of a horse, standing over the statue 
of a man, who was extended at hk fiiE length, his face turning out. 
wardly, and reposed upon his ri^tt hand, and. his attire bearing marks 
of a Roman costume. A figure in the same dress was placed in an atti* 
tude of supplication at the horsek knees, and a head in alto-relievo 
appeared between the hind<» feet The ecjiieatrian %nfe ,Ott die left 
wa8iiotquitesomw*mumted,riieh«e imdp^or«itf #apety on 
the thighs being srili wel jwes^ed. Ite dimensioik of tl^ figures ate 
as follows; length of the foot of the figure under the horse, fifteen 
inches ; length of the whole figure sixteen feet one inch ; length of the 
zsm five feet; chin to the summit of the head one foot two inches ; 
length of the horse's leg from the lower part of the shoulder to the hoof 
four feet four ; the dress of the figures was a short petricoat, firom the 


waist downwards just below the kimes. 

The next piece of sculptows (whfoh, hfee frie formar, ttas carved iq>on 
the mowntain of the cimddl), is perfect is ai ita parts. B coMSkts of 
ftree grand comparhDoettts, ttie- <5eiihfal'' suad most intCWStaSg ffipreateott 
a figure on horsehadc, whose dress aniio<m^s''a f&fsA pttKCtl^e. His 
head-dress is a crown, on wittch k placed » g^obe^ his hiA fbws in 
vary large and mitssy curk ov^ boA shotideri, wMst iimsta* 

chio just covers' his upper Kp, -aid' gives nwch cotm.’^ 

nance strongly indicative of pride and ma^y. bo^ k clothm 
with srobe which folk m many fi^s » hk ^ 

iteftifi WOT hjB flii gti' ai^i ai iS0 ^ 
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rider’s cap to the horse’s hoofe six feet five inches: the minor tablets 
are four feet tea inches in length ; the grand tablet eleven feet eleven 
inches. 

Having examined these, we next crossed the river to the scniptm'es on 
the opposite rock. The first i» a long JnMet, containing a multitride 
of figures. The principal person, (who is certainly the King repre- 
sented in the former tablet) is placed in the very centre of the piece, 
alone in a small compartment, and is seated with a sword placed be- 
twixt his legs, on the pummel of which rests his left hand. It is a most 
ridiculous object, with a head swelled by a singular wig to an immense 
circumference. On his right, on the uppermost of two long slips, 
are many men who seem to be a mixture of Persians and Romans ; 
the former are c»nducting the latter as prisoners. Under these in the 
lower slip are others, who by their wigs appear to be Persian*!: their 
leader bears a human head in both hands, and exteids it towards the 
central figure. On the left are four small coinpartin<»tsj the first 
(nearest that figure, and the highest from the ground) incloses a crowd 
of men whose arms are placed over one another’s shoulders. Below 
these are five figures, one of whom leads ahorse without any more fur- 
niture than a bridle. The two other compartments are filled up 
with eight figures each. We considered this to represent, in general, a 
king seated in his room of audience surrounded by his own peo- 
ple, and by nations tributary to him. The length is eleven yards 


four inches. 

On the left <rF this were two colc^al figure on hofSebiteeit, in 

an alto relievo. The one to the right had all the d»S, cli*»aet^ and 
features of the King above d^cribed; the other, on the left, appi^ned 
also a royal personage, but differing in dr^, and in the furniture of his 
horse. Both had their hands exfiraided, and held a ring, v^Mcib we 
conceived to be emblematical of peace. The Enve^, had seen 
both th«e remains and NaksM MtMaMf propaied^ expect a 

s imilar sculpture at the latter : and, aa I had lehwttf to aR fiie 
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nessed ; tliis also I haye exactly delineated* In five compartn 
the left (corresponditig with those on the right) are place 
eriiij-irl ffWIS of Persian cavalry, all in a regular and military 
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the city, to each of which there are one or more wells. These wc 
supposed to be rains of separate houses. The people of Kauzeroon 
relate that there are immense subterraneous passages at Shupour, and 
connect the most extraordinary stories with them. Certainly one of 
the least extraordinary is, that a horse and mare were lost in them, and 
some time after re-appeared with a foal. Our informer added that one 
of his own acquaintance was sent into these passages, and had ad- 
vanced some way when he perceived a gigantic figure, which to his 
fears appeared approaching towards him. He recovered himself how- 
ever so far as to venture up to it, when, instead of a living monster, he 
found a sculptured figure, the same as those on the exterior of the rock. 
As a measure of the extent of these labyrinths, they say, that it would 
require twenty mauns of oil, (a maun is seven pounds and a quarter) to 
light any one through all their intricacies. 

The plants that wc noticed near the river, on the site of the city, and 
about the surrounding plain, were the palma christi, rodo-dendron^ the 
willow, wild fig, a plant which the Persians call shaiik-a-hooz, and earner t 
reeds, and henak or spice plant. The plain towards Shapour is much 
more cultivated than towards Kpuzerpm^ and i^ intersected by. a vai’iety 
of small artificial channds, which receive their supplies from the river. 
The river itself is a stream of very fine water, but after having run 
ff(r. about, eighteen mil®, it meets with a bed of salt among the moun- 
which renders its, wafers in its farther progress towards the sea 
q^te s^t. 

After having aijoy^ the pleasure of exploring these remai]qis, we re- 
turned to Kauzerom. This town covers a large extent of country, but 
i|s walls and skirt^ are almost all in rains. There is one green spot 
BpaT/it, a, garden planted chiefly with cypress and orange trees, and 
fe^ipn^g to the. Governor. We walked there in the evening ,: at the 
entrance is a pleasure house, firom which the principal ayeaue and 
j|iprdcn are sem. We drasds, coffee iif an upper room, neatly matted 
and Stuccoed, with painted glass windows; and after having so long 
' pleased to 
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Miimals in safety to the bottom. We were told that the driver, 
his male was about descending a very steep part oi the pas^ 

, seize it by the tail, and then with all his might hold it fast, until 
dmal had found a footing for his fore feet, when again he helped 
hf^ Hame manner, until it was in perfect safety. We reached the 


Whilst we were at dinner it was 


tterefore demand his rmodjMhImh the customary present 
w the defeat of the Russians at Mrivan, whose loss ii 
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prisoners amounted, according to the Persian’s report, to six thousand 
men. A Jirman from the King was also announced to be at thisAime 

on the road for the Envoy. 

Our picturesque camp, which was interspersed amongst the oaks ot 
the valley, %vas in motion at a quarter before eight on the morning ol the 
27th. After traversing nearly the full length of the plain, perhaps four 
miles, we proceeded to the long and tedious rise of the Peera zun, or 
“ Old Woman,” a mountain, the greatest height of which formed the 
termination of our several ascents. We were at the top at twelve 
o’clock, when we commenced our descent into the plain of Deskt-e- 
arjm, at the north extremity of which is situated the village of the 
same name. Before we entered it, we were met by Mahomed Reza 
Khast, who presented his letters from the Minister at the court of 
Shiraz, and who received our compliments on the success of the Persian 
arms. About two miles before we reached our encampment, we were 
met by the istahball, which was like all the others, excepting that it 
was accompanied by an old man blowing a brass trumpet of most 
broken, hoarse and discordant note, and by a ragged boy on an ass, 
who was beating two little kettle drums. About a quarter of a mile 
from the village there is a burial place, with a lion on one of the tombs 
as at Derees, and just under the mountain are a nmnber of willow trees, 
watered by a fine gushing spring. 

The plain itself is swampy ; but the heights which bound it are all 
of a hard and inhospitable rock. In the swamp are wild fowl innu- 
merable, ducks, snipes, and divers. The spring was here most luxuriant, 
and rendered the plain of Desht-e-arjwn one of the most delightful 
spots which we had seen in the country. Some of the eminences are 
in summer covered with vines, the seps of which were now seen just 
peeping out of the brown soil. We were fortunate in having passed 
the mountains ; for we had scarcely reached oiu encampment, when 
thwk clouds covered their summits, and here and there left extensive 
layers of snow. 

On the-SSth, the morning was extremely cold, when the camp broke 
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; set off at half past eight, and anived at our resting place at a 
■ to twelve, a distance which we call ten miles. B'e continued 
road in the same region as the plain of Desht-e-arjun, nor do I 
very considerable descent had brought us much below 
The people of the country reckon 
colder than Desht-e-arjim, and indeed than any other 
their side of Persia. These spots are certainly much 
other part in the line of our route. At Khone 
near it a small stream runs to 
clock, but did 


quarter 
all the 

think that any 

the sunmiit of the Peem Zun. 

KJmd Zenioun 
habitable place on 
more elevated than any 
Zenioun there is only a Caravanserai 
the Eastward ; we came to its banks at half past ten o 
not cross it till close under the walls of the CaravanseraL 

Whilst sitting quietly in our tents, we were hurried by the informa- 

earer of the King s letter, was within a 

5 it was necessary to receive it with 
ur travelling clothes for uniforms and 
e learnt to esteem as the dress of cere- 
proceeded in all liaste to the Shiraz 
1 their best clothes, with flying co- 
and had advanced scarcely a quarter 
the Khan and his party descending 


everj iipiioiir^ wt' 

swords, which the Persia 
mony among Europeans 
road, with the body g' 
lours and trumpets sou 
of a mile, when we pc 
a neighbouring hill. Th 
men of the suite dismo 
towards Kehim Khan, 
with an attendant behind liim, bearing the Kins 
greetings of welcome were interchanged, the 1 
letter from under a handkerchief, with uhich it 
vered it into the Envoy’s hands, saying aloud, 
‘^firman/’ Sir Haki-orp received it with both his 
ried it respectfully to his head, placed it in his brea 
our horses, and returned to the Envoy s tent, 
seated according to their respective ranks. A lo 
pliments then took place between the principals, 



BUSHIRE TO SHIRAZ. 


96 

“ hhgar khosh amedeed” (you are welcome, you are very wdcome), 
were repeated again and a^in. This is the phrase after the “ aelam 
“ alek,’* which is always used in Persia, and which answers to the 
“ khosh gueldin” of the Turks. The Turks never use the “ selam alek** 
to a Christian, or to one who is not of the faith; but the Persians are 
less scrupulous. Kebim Khah conveyed many flattering compli- 
ments from the King to the Envoy, and added a great number on his 
own part. Sir Haeeoed called for Peer Muead Beg, his chief 
Moonshee, to read ihe Jirman. He arrived barefooted, and stood re- 
spectfully at the end of the tent; when the was put into his 

hands all the company stood up, and the Europeans took off their 
hats: Peer Mubad Beg read the jirman aloud, with a marked 
and song-like emphasis. He then delivered it to Sir Haeeobd, 
and we all seated ourselves again. After this, the usual routine 
of smoking and coff€«i was performed, during which the differ^t 
^ntlemen in the room were presented to Kebim Khaf; our Meh^ 
officiated in this instance, and described all our different 
qualities and qualifications with a great deal of humour. Kebim 
Khast then departed to lodge wito the Mehmandar, who, on this 
occasion, displayed considerable attention, though, in his general 
manners, he had appeared a rough blunt soldier : knowing that the 
Envoy (to whom in etiquette the duty devolved) was unprovided for 
the reception of such a gu^t, he requested permission himself to en- 
tertain the stranger. 

29fch. We departed from KhonS Zenioun this morning at half past 
seven; and at a quarter past eleven arrived at the Bagh Shah Cheragh, 
a distance of twenty miles. We travelled mostly over a country of 
ascents and docents, and on a better road than those of the pre- 
cc^ng days. The same river, by the banks of which we had been 
enmmped, accompanied us in various directions, and, winding towards 
the ^fast, met us at a station of Ilahdars,^ {as we were entering the 

P 7' — I j r‘ — 
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plain of Shiraz), where we crossed it on a decayed bridge, and saw the 
first view of Shiraz at the end of the plain. This day was repkte with 
attentions and honours to Sir Haeford and his Mission; an kiakbaii, 
composed of fifty liorsemen of our Mehmandar's tribe, met us about three 
miles from our encampment ; they were succeeded, as we advanced, by an 
assemblage on foot, %vho threw' a glass vessel filled with sweetmeats be- 
neath tluT Envoy’s horse, a ceremony which we had before witnessed at 
Kaiizeroon, and which we again understood to be an honour shared 
with the King and his sons alone. Then came two of the principal 
merchants of Shiraz, accompanied by a boy, the son of Mahomed 
Nebee Khan, the new Governor of They, however, incurred 

the Envoy’s displeasure by not dismounting from their horses, a form 
ahvays observed in Persia by those of lower rank, when they meet a. 
superior. We %vere thus met by three istakballs dming the course oi 
the day, and Mahomed Zeky Khan, our Mehmandar, amused us by 
the singing of a young boy, one of the first professional performers of 
Shiraz. A number of feats were performed by many of the horsemen 
who overspread the plain to a great extent; some throwing the girid, 
and then firing their pistols and muskets on Ml gallop, and others 

throwing the lance in the air, and catching it again. 

On our road the Mehmandar, who had just received the message from 
S7 m>« 2:, announced that one of the Prince’s own tents was pitched at 
Bagh Shah Cheragh for the Envoy, and that the Prince further begged 
his^cceptance of it. The present, which was offered with so much 
attention and delicacy, was worthy of the hand which ^ve it. On our 
arrival we found it displayed in the Ml elegance of its construction. 
It enclosed a large square occupied by a set of walls, the exterior of 
which was a crimson field, with green embroidery ; on their intmor 
coverin<r were worked cypress trees and fighting lions. The whole 
was supported by three lofty and elegantly painted pote. Rich carpets 
were spread on the ground, and the ceilings and hangings were of tte 
finest Masnlipatam chintE, with appropriate poetical mottoes pamted 
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in the cornices- The JPbros^es (or tent-pitchers) had contrived to make 
a smaE temporary garden before the entrance, and to introduce a Ettle 
stream of water to run through the few green sprouts which they had 
planted. Three large trays of sweetmeats were placed in the tent 
mady for the Envoy's reception; upon which, when our visitors were 
departed, we fed heartEy. Durii^ the night, a fall of snow very oppor- 
tunely laid the dust for our entnance into the city, in which were to be 

displayed all our splendour and finery. 
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that none crowded upon us in our march, and they only played about 
as usual and animated the plain by their noise and games. 

At about two miles from the city we were met by some of the chief 
men of the place. It was a long contested negociation, whether they 
also were to pay the Envoy the compliment of dismounting, nor 
would they have submitted to this part of the ceremony, if Kerim 
Khan, the bearer of the King’s letter, had not rode forwards and re- 
presented to them, that as he was sent from His Majesty to see that 
everyrespect was properly shewn to the representative of the British 
King, he must report their present conduct at Teheran. This hint had 
the desired effect; and, as their party approached, the chiefs dis- 
moimted, and I, with some other ^ntlemen of the Mission, dismounted 
also, and went forward to meet them : the Envoy formally expressed 
his determination to alight to nobody but the Minister. Those who 
had yielded the honour thus reluctantly, were Bairam Ali Khan 
Gadjar, the Ish Agassif or Master of the Ceremonies of the Prince’s 
Household, and Hassan Khan Cadjar, both of the King’s own 
family; Ahmed Beg, one of the sons of Nasr Oallah Khan, the 
Prince’s Prime Minister; and Mirza Zain Labadeen, the Chief 
Secretary. We proceeded slowly across the plain; the crowd and con- 
fiision increased almost impenetrably, as we approached the city, and 
nothing but the strength of our MeJimandar could have forced the 
passage. Mounted on his powerful large horse he was in all parts, dis- 
persing one crowd, pushing forwards another, and dealing out the most 
unsparing blows to those who were disinclined to obey his call. At the 
gate, however, notwithstanding ali his exertions, the closing numbers 
detained our progress for above a quarter of an hour ; and vollies of 
blows were necessary to clear the entrance. 

At length it was effected ; the Envoy led the column, surrounded by 
the Persian grandees, and followed by the gentlemen of the mission in 
theb rank, and the troop of -the body guard. We passed through many 
streets to the Bazar-a-Vahee% a long and spacious building, the shops of 
which were all laid out with their choicest merchandize to display on 
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the occasion the plent}" and prosperity of the countTj'. The hazar 
itself is the most splendid monument of the taste and magnificence of 
KiiRiM K II A S', who administered the aflairs oi Persia with sovereign 
authority, under tlie nunic of Wikccl or Hcgent, and died in. 1779* 
The centre is marked above by a rotuntla, and beneath by an enclosed 
platform 5 in the middle of which was seated the (yiitwttl oi j^linistei oi 
Police. The trumpet of the troop, which was sounded all through the 
streets, continued with finer eftect under the covered roots ot the bazar. 
As the Rnvoy passed, every one stood up i all knew at least the blows 
which followed any dilatoriness- 

After a long procession we arrived at the house appropriated for our 
reception. It was neatly built of a pale yellow brick, and v^as ^erjr 
spacious, though considerably out of repair, and indeed in some parts 
falling into absolute ruin. We were ushered into an apartment, where 
a large serrdee of sweetmeats and fruits was prepared for us. Here we 
sat, until we had dispatched the usual forms of a visit mth the 
grandees who had met us, and liad accompanied us thus far. The re** 
maining part of the day was occupied in receiving other less noble visi- 
tants, and in accepting the countless presents which were sent from 
various parts, and which consisted for the most part of live lambs, 
fruits and sweetmeats. The store of sweetmeats at last became so 
great, that they were distributed amongst our numerous servants, 
troopers, and /'eros/ies. xVmong those, w^ho succeeded the oiiginal party 
of our guests, was an officer dispatched by the Minister Nasr Oallah 
KiiAsr with the intimation, that he deferred till the next day the 
pleasure of visiting the Envoy, in the fear that at present he might be 
fatigued with his journey. But our more brilliant visitors were Yusuv 
Beg, a Georgian youth of pleasing manners, a favourite in the suite of 
the Prince; mid Abdullah Khan, who was nominated to ofiiciate as 
our Mehmandar, till we should meet on the road an officer appointed 
by the King from his capital to assume the functions in the furthei’ 

pregress of the Mission. 
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31st. Nase Oallah Khaht, accompanied by many of the greatest 
men oi Shiraz, paid their visit of ceremony to the Envoy. The mini- 
ster's manners were plain, his features hard, and his beard peculiarly 
black. The usual routine of complimentary speeches and of other cere- 
monies occupied both parties during his stay. The Envoy, from the 
pressing invitation of the court, determined to hasten his departure 
towards Teheran ; and eight days were fixed for our stay at Shiraz, 
though circumstances afterwards occasioned a further delay. 

Shiraz has six gat^ : _.it is divided into twelve mahalehs or parishes, 
in which there are fifteen considerable mosques, besides many others 
of inferior note ; eleven medresses or colleges, fourteen bazars, thirteen 
mramnsereds, and twenty-six hummums or baths. Of the gardens round, 
the principal are private property. 

Of all the mosques, the Me^ed Alt (buEt in the Khalifat of Abbas) 
is the most ancient, and the Mesjid No the largest. It was indeed ori- 
ginally the palace of Attabek Shah, who, in a dangerous illness of 
his son, consulted the MoUahs, and was answered, (as the only means 
of the recovery of Ms child) that he must devote to the Almighty that, 
which of aU Ms worldly goods Ite valued most. He accoidingly con- 
verted Ms palace into a mosque, and the Mahomedans add, that his 
son was in consequence restored to health. The Mesjid Jumih is 
likewise an ancient structure, and there are six others of an older date 
than the time of Keeim Khan. Of the more modem mosques of 
SMraz the Mesjid Vahml, the only one built by that Prince, is the 
most beautifhl. 

Keeim Khan begun a college, but never finished it : there were 
already six, one of the earliest of wMch (that founded by Imaum Kouli 
Khan) is stih the most frequented. Another was added by Haushem, 
&ther of Hajee Ibeahim, the Vizier of the late King ; and the Teish 
Namaz and MemMehed (Chief Priest of the city) buEt another. 

The todes in Persia as in Turkey are carried on in separate bazars, 
in wMch their shops are extended adjacent to eadi other on both sides 
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enriched his capital with three public baths, two 
hout the town. Four have since been raised, but 
lefore his reian, nineteen similar foundations. 
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Shims, Its cupola is covered with green-lacquered tiles of a semicir- 
cular form, 'which, fitted in close lines, give a symmetrical appearance of 
ribs to its shining surface. At the foot of the cupola, in Persian 
characters, are verses from the Koran and invocations to the prophet. 
Continuing our ride from this mosque, we turned out of the fine high 
road, which is fifty feet broad and very even ; and followed a smaller 
path on the right to the Hqfizeea on the tomb of Hafiz, the most 
favourite of Persian poets. This monument also, in its present state at 
least, is alike the work of Kerim Khan. It is placed in the court of 
a pleasure house, which marks the spot frequented by the poet. The 
building extends across an enclcfflure : so that the front of it, w hich looks 
towards the city, has a small court before it, and the back has another. 
In the centre is an open vestibule supported by four marble columns, 
opening on each side into neat apartments. The tomb of H a f i z is placed 
in the back court, at the foot of one of the cypress trees, which he planted 
with his own hands. It is a parallelogram with a projecting base, and its 
superficies is carved in the most exquisite manner. One of the Odes of the 
Poet is engraved upon'it, and the artist has succeeded so well, that the 
letters seem rather to have been formed 'with the finest pen than sculptured 
by a hard chissel. The whole is of the diaphanous marble of Tabriz, in 
colour a combination of light greens, with here and there 'I'eins of red and 
sometimes of blue. Some of tlie cypresses are very large, but Aga 
Besheer, the present chief of the Queen’s eunuchs, who happened 
to require timber for a building, cut down two of the most magnificent 
trees. This is a place of great resort for the Persians, who go there to 
smoke kakoom, drink coffee, and recite %’^erses. 

After having done this, we proceeded forward, passing by the Chehel- 
ten or forty bodies, until we came to the Haft-ten or seven bodies, both 
buildings erwted by Kerim Khan to the memories of pious and ex- 
traordinary men who lived there as Heroeishes, The Haft-ten is a 
pleasure house, the front of which is an enclosed garden planted with 
rows of cypress and chenar trees (a species of sycamore, with a verdure 
like that of the plane,) and interspersed with marble fountains. In its 
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and taking the road ‘to the right came 


corner. Sltie »i«w ij 

more lach .and moi’e e^gmit 









•106 


SHIRAZ. 



ceiling and walls are all parcelled out into compartments, wHcli 
display equal execution. From the window I took a sketch of the 
tomb of Hafiz, which lay contiguous to it on the left hand. The town 
of Shiraz, with all its campagna, was full before my sight; whilst the 
setting sun threw the softest and most beautiful tints over the fine 
scenery of the surrounding mountains. (See Plate XIV .) In the centre of 
the or garden is another of the principal pleasure-houses, which 
they call kmla-frangee or Frank's hat, because it is built something in 
the shape of one. lliere is a ba^sin in the middle of the principal room, 
where a fountain plays and refreshes the air. The paintings and orna- 
ments are not less beautiful and are more varied, than those of the last 
described building. The cornices are laid out into small compartments, 
where the painter has exerted his genius and fancy in delineating the 
most fantastical little pictures. Here are hunts of lions, there the com- 
bats of elephants and dragons : in one corner are dancing bears and 
monkies, in another are represented the heroes and heroines of fairy 
tales. The whole procession and amusements of a marriage are drawn 
in one compartment, and next to them all the ceremonies of a circum- 
cision. In short, if the painter’s art had been equal to his fancy, these 
different Oompositions would have excit«i as much admiration as they 
now afforded amusement. The whole soil of this garden is artificial, 
having bmi excavat^ from the area below, and raised into a high 
terrace. The gamm'B now falling into decay ; but those who saw it in 
the reign of Khhtlu Khan delight to describe its splendour, and do 
not cease to give the mc»t laTOhing pictures of the beauty of all the 
environs of his capital. ^ 

Having enjoyed tfi^ present remains of the scene, we returned to the 
high road (on the which it is situated) and followed it to the 

in the time of the greatness of Shiraz, 
awd long indeed Here aim the remains of tliat gate, 

'of which liE Bhiii|^i|^^||favels has given aWeiry conrect drawing. 

gjtuation ■ W'Mdcn I. sketched the ruha,! fancy that I must 
3:ymyi''stoim'whem;jm:BBhN took his vieW': and 






there is only that diiference between the two, which unfortunately exists 
I in the real scene; that mine presents devastation, where liis picture 

displays life and cultivation. An old Deneish now ih'es in a small cel! 
close to the ruined gate, and refreshes the passing stranger with a cup 
I of pure water. The remaining walls and turrets, which are nearly at- 

: tached to tlie gate on the Shiraz side, still attest the artificial strength 

of the pass in former days ; and the formation of the lands around 
I points it out as a spot which the modem perfection of military art would 

I render an almost impregnable hold. 

The Tahht-a-Cndjar is a pleasure-house about a mile and a half East 
of the town, erected by the present Family, and situated in an enclosed 





garden of about twenty acres. It is built on a rock, but is much in- 
ferior indeed both in solidity and ornament, to any of the works of 
Kerim Khan. From the upper window of one of its rooms, I took 
a view of die city, which extended itself beautifully before me. This 
pleasure-house is much visited by the Prince ; on the left side of it he 
has an enclosed place in which he keeps antelopes and other game. 
From the quantity of water which runs tlirougli it, the garden itself 
must be most luxuriant in vegetation, and in summer a most delight- 
ful spot. 

1st January, 1809. The first day of the new year was fixed for our 
visit to the Prince. On the day appointed, accordingly Sir Harford, 
pleceded by our Mehnandar, and followed by the gentlemen of his 
Mission and the body guard, paraded through the town as on the day 
of our entry, until we reached the gate of state. The streets were filled 
as before, and the bazars displayed all their wealth. The first 
introduced us immediately from the bazar into the first court of the 
palace. The breadth and length of this court were of large and fine 
proportions. The high summits of its walls were crowned with arched 
battlements, the planes of which were worked in a species of close 
lattice. We proceeded through tliis court into another, the spacious 
area of which seemed to form a complete square. Ite magnificent walls 
were covered in regular compartments with various implements of 
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war arranged- in distinct niciies. Among them (besides spear^ miis» 
kets, &c. and the small ensigns of their semce) were the brass guns, 
called zomboorek, which are mounted on the backs of camels. Along 
the range stood soldiers in uniforms of scarlet cloth, an awkward imita- 
tion of the Russian militarj dress. 

■About thirty paces from the princjipal gate Sir HAaFOE© dis- 
mounted, and followed by Us all, whilst the trumpet of the troop 
sounded the salute, ad vanced through the portico. Here the Agassi, 
or Master of the Ceremonies, Bairam Aei Khan Cahjae, who had 
been, seated in a small plaCe oppbsite the entrance, rose at our approach 
meet Us. He then called for his staff of ©ffice, (a Wack Cane with 'a 
'chrved pummel) and placing himself at the head of the party, led us 
through rather a mean passage Into a spacious court, at the extremity 
of Which appeared the Prince. He was ^ated in a kind of open room, 
the front of which Was supported by two pillars elegantly 'gilded 
and jpainted. This is called the 'Dewan Khanih, or Chamber cif 
Audience. 

■In the Centte of the ceutt isUn aivenue of lofty tre^, at 'the .sides fdf 
■wMdh are two long eanals : theife numerous feuntains threw up a 
variety of little spouts of water, to the jingle of the wheels and belfe of 
their ihachinefy. On all Sides ctf the court were placed inclose files a 
nUidber Of Well dressed toen armed with muskets, pistols, and swords , 
wete the eubaltetes and the better sort Of the soldiery in the 
^tirice*s -guard. Amongst them were here and there intermixed 
officers of Iiigh rank. In the cefitte Of the avenue, and on the borders 
the canal stood in long rows, 'respectfully silent and dn postures 
humility, till the chief Officers, Khans, Govemois of towns and 
'‘'ffil^riCfs. • ■ ■ ... 

''"'’‘•Wheta *We-'®tifered ‘ffite ccmrti the.-'J^-Jt^ssintopt<aiid n*aifc«a yeary 
’feW^obOi^Ce 'towards' the f^rintie ; abd 'Sir HaeFoed -and his Mission 
tel Englr^h'bOWs'bbd jttft took off thmr bate. Tliese ealutehons, 
^hlbh *whre* made 'four in as many dMferent ']^aces of 'the court, 

1 ^efe‘te|^te 8 ‘as 16 ii'tered'^the .i^e^Praoe in aErffe 
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it ws> but did not stir a muscb 
j until Sir Hakfokd faced t 
to sit, and we all took our sta 
the Prince said in a loud voi 


ins Minister, wiio stooo at aiwui. nve paocs i*v, 
respect. Sir Haefoed made the compliniei 
Prince desired us to sit at our ease. We howe 
stance, cbose to be respectful and uncomford 
tiie fasbion of Persia. 

The Prince then added a variety of flatten 
flfiendsliip of tlie two nations, said how anxiou 
the Embassador, and advised him to procee 
delay. We had kaleoms, dien rjolFee, and the 
peated to a common guest) another kaleoon. 
.•got . up, awl making an obeisanoe, tjuitted fli 
every precaution not to turn our backs as w 
imiiiber of bows, repeated in the same places ai 
liie audience. 

Am Mieea, the Prince of Shiraz, is not t 
Ejng’s sons. After Prince Abbas Mieza, ; 
■Mgian, and the Heir of the crown, he is his fa 
Jn person he is an engaging youth of the mos 
and of very pleasing manners. His dress Wi 
.fireast was one diiek coat of pearls, which wa 
i>y a girdle of *the richest stuffs. In this was p 
of which dazzled by the number and dbe • 
diamonds. His coat was rich crimson and go! 
ffcr on the upper part. Around hb black cap 
rribawl, and by his side, in a gold platter, wa 
<pearls. Before him was placed .his ka/eoofi of ! 
thickly inlaid with precious stones in every 
icMnfflcy.'i'CPo ;me ithe Ehince appeased .to 


After this was over, we 
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during the ceremony of our audience ; in which he had been previously 
tutored by his minister : and I very easily believe, according to the 
stories related of him, that he exchanges with eagerness these etiquettes 
of rank for the less restrained enjojunents of his power. On these he 
lavishes his revenue; and in the costliness of a hunting equipage, the 
fantasies of dress, and the delicacies of the Harem are frittered away a 
hundred thousand tomauns a year. Young as he is, (for he is only 
nineteen) he has already a family of eight children. In his public 
government he is much beloved by his people; and although the 
Persians are not inclined in conversation to spare the faults, of their 
superiors, of him I never heard an evil word. He has not indeed those 
sanguinary propensities, which are almost naturally imbibed in the 
possession of despotic power ; and where others cut off ears, slit noses, 
and pierce eyes, he contents himself with the administration of the more 
lenient bastinado. 

Nash Oallah Khaiv is appointed by the King to remit to the 
• court of Teheran any surplus revenue ; an office probably neither easy 
to the Minister, nor acceptable to the Prince, whose immense and 
splendid establishmente exact a very liberal proportion of the whole 
receipts of the province. In his actual service and pay the Prince has 
only a force of one thousand cavalry, of which two hundred (the quota 
furnished by the Baktiar tribe) form his body guard ; but in an emer- 
gency he could sent to the war twenty thousand horsemen. His troops 
provide their own arms and clothing, and they receive annually in pay 
forty piastres, and a daily allowance of one maun (seven pounds and a 
quarter) of barley, two mauns of straw, and a quarter of a maun of 
wheat, except in spring when their horses feed on the new herbage. 
They have farther, each in his own country, for the maintenance of 
their families, a certain allotment of land, wffich they till and sow, and 
of which they reap the annual fruits. When a new levy is ordered, 
the l^d of each tribe brings forward the number which the state has 
required of him. 

4th. At about one hour before sunset, we repaired to the house of 
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Envoy, We had scarcely dismounted from our horses at the Minister 
gate, rvhcn the crowd, anxious to obtain admission, rushed forward, an 
long impeded the passage of the suite; until our Mehma/idar hiinse 
commanded respect by administering a volley of blows with a stick o 


Abdullah JIhax, who is a man ot about thirty, and a person o; 
much consequence at Shiraz^ never once seated himself in die apart 


eater devoured fire, the singers sung, the musicians 
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middle dii the ihdin line lei Ml the ladder and himMf, and was only 
brought hp by the strength ef hi^ Grists thus fastened to their support 
fie next put oil a pah of high-heeled shoes, and paraded about again; 
then put his feet into t#o saucepans, and walked backwards and for- 
wards. After this he suspended hhnself by his feet from the rope ; and, 
takihga gun, deliberately loaded and primed it, and, in that pendant 
pbSilidnj took an aim at an egg (placed on the ground beneath him) and 
put his ball througii it. After thk he carri^i on his back a child, whom 
fee ^tdved to Suspend, With his Own body besides, from the rope, 
and thence placed in safety on the ground. His feats were numerous 
'{and Us he Was mduUted on a rope much mote devated than those on 
Which such exj^oits are displayed in England), they were also propw- 
^nably dangerous. A tirip WOuld ha¥e been bis inevitable destruction. 
He Was dressed in a fanta^cal jacket, and wore a pair of breech® of 
"crifosoh satin, something like those of Europeans. The boys danced, 
Wr lather paced the ground, snapping their feagets to keep time with the 
rfrusic, jingling their smal brass castanets, and uttering extraordinary 
■drids. To Us kH Ms Was tir®ome, but to the Pdfsimis it appeared very 
deWd*. One df the beys exdted'himadf in varfoasdifficult leaps, 
kt’la^'todk -tWo kunjwfs or daggeft, bwe in’ each’ band ; and with these, 
forwards, and pladng fhfeir points in the ground, turned 
himself head bydr heels between them in a seormd display, 

himself ovei With a dtawn sWdrd hi his fnotith. 

Ahegro appealed eta the liifle of a basin* Of water (in which 'three 
fountains were already playing), and, by a singular faculty which he 
possessed of secreting liquids, ' managed to make himself a sort of 
fourth Tountain, by spouting Wdter from Ms mOuth. We closely ob- 
'‘Sert^ed him: he drank two basittS and a quarter -of water, each holding 
*abont four quarts, and he’was jfive tninutes spouting them oUt. 'Next 
cstfoe an eater of fire: this man brought alarge'dish foil of charcoal, 
^'Ivhishbe placed'deliberfitely’befote him, and then, taking up the pieces, 
*id#ft!^ft %%mbit by bit'succcssivdly into Ms taOuth,' and threw them 






who, when they applied the whole force of their lungs, drowned era-j 


arden and particularly on the summits of the walls. Each stand ex- 
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was introduced into the particular apartment where we were seated. 
A player on the kamouncha really drew forth notes, which might have 
done credit to the better instruments of the West: and the elastic man- 
ner with which he passed his bow across the strings, convinced me that 
he himself would have been an accomplished perforaier even among 
those of Europe, if his ear had been tutored to the harmonies and deli- 
cacies of our science. The notes of their guitar corresponded exactly 
to those of our instrument. Another sung some of the odes of 
Hafiz, accompanied by the kamouncha, and in a chorus by the 
tamborins. 





After this concert, some parts of which were extremely noisy and 
some not unpleasant even to our ears, appeared from behind a curtain 
a dirty-looking negro, dressed as a fakeer or beggar, with an artificial 
hump, and with his face painted wliite. This character related facetious 
stories, threw himself into droll attitudes, and sung humorous songs. 
Amongst other things he was a mimic; and, when he undertook to ridi- 
cule the inhabitants of JspcrAffn he put our audience into ecsta- 

cies of delight and laughter. He imitated the drawling manner of 
speaking, and the sort of nonchalance so characteristic of the 
Ispahaunees. The people of Shiraz, (who regard themselves as the 
prime of Persians, and their language as the most pure, and their pro- 
nunciation as the most correct), are never so well amused as when the 
people and the dialect of Ispahan are ridiculed. Those of Ispahan, on 
the other hand, boast, and with much reason, of their superior clever- 
ness and learning, though with these advantages indeed they are said 
to mix roguery and low cunning. The exhibition finished by the sing- 
ing of a boy, the most renowned of the vocal performers at Shiraz, 
and one of the Prince’s own band. His powers were great, descending 
from the very highest to the very lowest notes; and the tremulations of 
his voice, in which the great acme of his art appeared to consist, were 
continued so long and so violently, that his face was convulsed with 
pain and exertion. In order to aid the modulations, he kept a piece of 
paper in his hand, with which he did not cease to fan his mouth. When 
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tlie concert iras over, we collected our legs under us (irHch till this 
time we had kept extended at ease) to make room for the sofras or 
table-cloths, which were now spread before us. On these were first 
placed trajs of sweet viands, light sugared cakes, and sherbet of various 
descriptions. After these, dishes of plain rice were put, each before 
two guests ; then pUlaus, and after them a succession and variety, which 
w'ould have sufficed ten companies of our number. On a very moderate 
calculation there were two hundred dishes, exclusive of the sherbets. 
All these were served up in bowls and dishes of fine china; and in the 
bowls of sherbet w'ere placed the long spoons made of pear-tree, (which 
I mentioned on a former occasion), and each of which contained about 
the measure of six common table-spoons, and with these every guest 
helped himself. The Persians bent themselves down to the dishes, and 
ate in general most heartily and indiscriminately of every thing sweet 
and sour, meat and fish, fruit and vegetable. They are very fond of ice, 
which they eat constantly, and in great quantities, a taste which becomes 
almost necessary to qualify the sw'eetmeats which they devour so pro- 
fiisely. The Minister N.^sr Oallah Khak had a bowl of common 
ice constantly before him, w'hich he kept eating when the other dishes 
w'ere carried away. They are equally fond of spices, and of every other 
stimulant ; and highly recommeruled one of their sherbets, a composi- 
sition of sugar, cinnamon, and other strong ingredients. As the Envoy 
sat next to the Minister, and I next to the Envoy, we very frequently 
shared the marks of his peculiar attention and politeness, which con- 
sisted in large handfuls of certain favourite dishes. These he tore off 
by main strength, and put before us ; sometimes a full grasp of Iamb 
mixed with a sauce of prunes, pistachio-nuts, and raisins; at another 
time, a whole partridge disguised by a rich brown sauce ; and then, 
with the same hand, he scooped out a bit of melon, which he gave into 
our palms, or a great piece of omelette thickly swimming in fat ingre- 
dients. The dishes lie promiscuously before the guests, who all eat 
without any particular notice of one another. The silence, indeed, with 
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which the whole is transacted is one of the most agreeable circumstances 
of a Persian feast. There is no rattle of plates and knives and forks, 
no confusion of lacquies, no drinking of healths, no disturbance of 
carving, scarcely a word is spoken, and all are intent on the business 
before them. Their feasts are soon over j and, although it appear dif- 
ficult to collect such an immense number of dishes, and to lake them 
away again without much confusion and much time, yet all is so well regu- 
lated that every thing disappears as if by magic. The lacquies bring the 
dishes in long trays called conchas^ which are discharged in order, and 
winch are again taken up and carried away with equal facilit 3 % When 
the whole is cleared, and the cloths rolled up, ewers and basins are 
brought in, and every one washes his hand and mouth. Until the water 
is presented it is ridiculous enough to see the right hand of every per- 
son (which is covered with the complicated fragments of all the dishes) 
placed in a certain position over his left arm : there is a fasliion even in 
this. The whole entertainment was now over, and we took our leaves 
and returned home Such a f6te costs a very considerable sum. Be- 
sides ourselves, all the Envoy’s numerous servants, and all the privates 
of his body guard were invited to it, and eat and drank in different 
apartments. The same dinner which had been put before us was after- 
wards carried to them, and I understand that, e\'en in the common do- 
mestic life of a Persian, the profusion which is exhibited on his table 
surprises the European stranger; and is explained only by the necessity 
of feeding his numerous household, to whom all his dishes are passed, 
after he has satisfied his own appetite. 

5th. As we were at dinner on the following day, one of the Prince’s 
own femslm brought a dish composed of eggs, &c. made up into a 
species of omelette, with two small bowls of sherbet, and a plate of 
powdered spices, which he announced as a present from the Prince 
hhnseE These s»rt of attentions are ftequent between friends in 
Persia, and, at the moment of dinner, it seems that the Prince, who is 
paitksularly fond of the dish, was anxious that the Envoy also should 
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partake of it ; tliougli at the time of rec 
that it might have been the trick of some 
valuable largess in return. 

Otfj. A zcetifct or entertainment "W 
Envoy by Miuxa Zaijt Labaoeek 
Minister to the Prince. Tiiis was is 
former display, that any description n 
indeed may be remarked ; as soon as thi 
rfx)in, he took the direction of the least 
of the house, the real donor, sunk into th 
the case wherever the Minister goes, as 1 
of every thing, and to preside in every p 
own immediate superior. 

On the ?th, Jafeeii Ali Khan, i 
M r. Bruce and I, went by the Envoy’s 
pose certain measures. We were introdi 
garden belonging to the Prince, and site 
in the town. In the centre is a pleasi 
(and built on the motlel of the one of the s 
Nemafi, on tlie outside of the city gates.] 
Minister, and as, in quitting him, we W( 
chanced to meet the Prince himself, who 
of civility, and passed on. In the evi 
Envoy to meet him on horseback at the 
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this was a waistcoat of pearl; and here and there, hanging in a sort of 
studied negligence, w'ere string of fine pearl. A dagger, at the head of 
w’-hich blazed a large diamond, was in his girdle. The bridle of his 
horse was inlaid in every part of the head with precious stones ; and a 
large silver tassel hung under the jaws. The Prince was altogether a 
very interesting figure. 

Cornet Willock paraded his troop much to the Prince’s satisfaction, 
and in the interval his oum men ran their horses up and down the 
course, firing their muskets in various dextrous ways. Unfortunately 
one of his cavaliers met with a very dangerous fall. 

Ismael Beg, the young Georgian favourite, also shewed off his 
horse. He carried the Prince’s bow and arrows, which were placed on 
each side of him, in quivers covered with black velvet and thickly 
studded with pearls and precious stones. After this, the Prince ordered 
his Russian prisoners, thirty in number, to draw up and go through 
their exercise. These poor fellows, commanded by their officer (who 
goes by the name of Rooss Khan, or Russian Khan), went through every 
thing that they could do, and even formed a hollow square. To all this 
the Persians give the name of bazee or play. Nasr Oallah Khan, 
the Minister, kept at a respectful distance, whilst the rest of the nobles 
and chief men were stationed in a crowd much further off. The Prince 
remained an isolated and unsocial being; never speaking but to com- 
mand, never spoken to but to feel the servitude of others. 

It is always the custom for the King and Princes to order their 
visitors away, which they do, either by a nod of the head or a wave of 
the hand. We received this kind of licence to depart, and returned to 
town in the order in which we came out. 

8th. The last and most splendid entertainment was given this even- 
ing to the Envoy by our Mehmandar, Mahomed Zeky Khan. His 
own house was not large enough to contain us and our numerous 
attendants ; he received therefore the Prince’s permission to give it in 
that of Aga Besheer, the Queen’s head Eunuch. The apartment, 
into which we were introduced, was still more elegant than any which 
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we liad yet seen, and if it could have teen transported to England, 
would probably liave excited universal admiration, and a new taste in 
tlic interior decoration of rooms. Like almost all the public rooms or 
(mean I'hnneh of a Persian house, it rvas in shape a parallelogram, with 
a recess formed by a Saracenic arch, in the centre of the superior line 
of the figure. The ground of the wall was of a beautiful varnished 
%vhite, and richly painted in gold in ornaments of the most neat and in- 
genious composition. The entablature, if it may be so called, was 
inlaid glass placed in angular and prismatic positions, which reflected 
a variety of beautiful lights and colours. The ceiling w'as all of the 
same composition. In the arched recess was a chimney piece formed 
in front by alternate layers of glass and painting. The whole side 
fronting the arch was composed of windows, the frames of which opened 
from the ground ; and, though of clumsy workmanship compared with 
frames in England, yet aided by the richness of the painted glass inter- 
mixed with the gilding of the wood-work, they filled up the space splen- 
didly and symmetrically. 

This ftitc corresponded in all it parts wdth the others that I have 
described ; except that there w'as a greater variety of entertainments. 
Besides the rope-dancer, watei-spouler, dancing boys, and fire-eater, we 
had an exhibition of wrestlers, a combat of rams, and a sanguinary 
scene of a lion killing an ox. The wrestling was opened by two dwarfs, 
about three feet and a half in height: one with a beard descending 
to his girdle, with deformed arms and hands, but with strong and mus- 
cular legs. The other, w ith bad legs, but with regular and well shaped 
arms. Both had the appearance of those animals represented in my- 
thological pictures as satyrs, or perhaps of the Asmodeus of Le Sage. 
llie figure with the beard was the victor, and fairly tossed his antago- 
nist into an adjoining basin of water. The professional wrestlers suc- 
ceeded ; the hero of whom threw and discomfited eight others, in most 
rapid succession. In this the combat of rams resembled that of the 
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kind were brought to meet him, none dared to face him after tlie 
first butt. 

The scene of blood next begun. A poor solitary half-gi’own ox was 
then produced, and had not long awaited his fate, when a young lion 
was conducted before us by a man, who led him with a rope by the 
neck. For some time he seated himself by the wall regardless of the 
feast before him. At length, urged by the cries of his keepers, and by 
the sight of the ox, which was taken close to him, he made a spring and 
Seized Ms victim on the back. The poor brute made some efforts to 
get loose, but the lion kept fast hold, until he was dragged away by his 
keepers. Both were again brought before us, w^hen tire ox fell under 
a second attack of the lion. An order was at length given to cut the 
throat of the ox, when the lion foiislied his repast by drinking heartily 
of his blood. A very small cub of a lion, not larger tlian a water- 
spaniel was carried out, and the vigour with which he attacked the ox, 
was quite amusing. He fed upon Mm, after he was dead, with a relish 
which showed how truly carniverous were his young propensities. 
This bloody scene was pleasing to the Persian spectators in general, 
although I thought that I parcdtved some who sympatMzed with us for 
the helplessness of the ox. 

In the course of the morning the Prince’s present to the Mission was 
brou^t by Ismael Beo. It consisted of a sword and two horses to 
the Envoy, and to eaeh of the ^ntlemen Jtalaais, or dresses of gold 
brocade, a sash, and a shawl. Our appeara,nce, when we wore our 
new dresses, which had not been made on purpose for us, was probably 
very ridiculous. We put the rich brocade Persian vest over our 
English clothes, having only taken off our coats: then ’wound the 
brocad;e sash round our waists, and lastly, put our shawls either over 
w shoulders, or festened them into our cocked hats. This, with our 
red ctoth stockings and green Mgh-heeled shoes, completed tiic adjust- 
ment, m which we appeared bMbre tlte Prince. The morning of the 
l^th had been fixed for oiir parting Malt j dressed in these gifts with 
wMch Im ted Mmoured us, we, wcare iiaModuced to the Prince in a room 
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SHIRAZ TO PERSEPOLIS. 

DEPARTUEE FROM SHIEAZ — ZEEGOON — BEND-EMIE, THE AFCIEHT 
AEAXES — PXAIRT OF MEEDASHT — TOMBS AlfD SCUEPTBRES OF 
NAKSHI RUSTAM— FIRE-TEMPLES — PERSEPOLIS — GENERAL VIEW 
OF THE WHOLE— PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION; STAIRCASE; 
PORTALS ; HALL OF COLUMNS— SCULPTURES AT NAKSHI RADJAB 
—POPULAR TRADITIONS. , 

At eleven o’clock on tiie uioming of the 13th, the Envoy recom- 
aaeaced Ms journey towards Teheran. The Prime Minister, and the 
CMef Secretary, Mahomed UassaN Khan (tlie commander of the 
Karaguzloo tribe), the Prince’s Lord Chamberlain, and Mahomed 
Zeky Khan, our fonner Mehmandar^ with Abdulla Khan, who 
had succeeded to that office pro tempore, accompanied us about the 
distance of a mile from Tengui AM Acbar, and then all took their 
formal leave, except our late and present Mehmandars. 

At the distance of a quarter of a mile beyond the gate of the pass 
departing from Shiraz, one of the most compact of distant views pre- 
sented itself. As we saw it from an eminence, the foreground was 
formed by the two bold acclivities, (wMch close into the pass and are 
connect^ by the gateX and the interval in the distence is filled up by 
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wortijy to be marked in the topographical history of Pe 
had received the salute of a few miserable fusileers, had 








124 


SHIRAZ TO PERSEPOLIS. 


tative Terses of one or two poor MoUahs, and had trampled over two 
or three bottles of sugar-candy, we arrived at our encampment at 
Zergom. 

Zergoon, when first seen, looks a respectable place : a mud wall sur- 
rounds it ; but, as it was broken down in many places, it was not diffi- 
cult to observe that the greater part of the houses within were mere 
shells, and their inhabitants proportionably wretched. It is situated 
close at the foot of a range of mountains at the southern extremity of 
a s mall plain, which is of the finest soil, and towards the town not ill 
cultivated. We calculated our march to have been thirteen miles from 
our tents at the BagJi-a-Vakeel at Shiraz, and on an average our route 
lay North-East. 

The night was interrupted by the disputes of the mule-drivers and 
the bustle of feroshes. We quitted Zergoon at nine o’clock, and, at 
the distance of about two miles, entered into the plain of the same 
name (confounded with that of Merdasht) of a most delightful soil and 
partially cultivated, which extends near fifteen miles East and West. 
We proceeded three miles fiirther, and crossing the river Bend-emir, 
entered the real plain of Merdasht The bridge is thrown over the 
river immediately behind a projecting foot of the mountains; it is 
* called the Pool Khan, and has (besides two lesser arches, which in this 
season were unoccupied by water) two principal arches, and another of 
a second size, through which three the river runs. The Bend-emir is 
the ancient Arawes, and runs in a general direction from North to 
South : where we crossed it indeed, it was flowing from N. N. E. to S.W. 
It does not fall into the sea at Cape Jasques, (now at least, as has been 
said) though it still enters Kerman. I am told that it goes to Corhal, 
ienfurmngs from Persepolis, a large place in the province of Kerman, 
where its waters are received and kept up by a very considerable dam 
called the Bnnd Emir, i. e. the Bund Emir Timoor, or the dam of 
Tamerlaite.* There are several Bunds at Corhal, and in the neigh- 

■ ;” * 'ISe Bend-mir or Arazes is said to ifeU iato the lai^ lake of Baktegian, near 
^ J>Av%Ae}Td. r' " '■ 
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The tombs and sculptures at Nahhi Rmiam are all contained in the 
space of about two hundred yards, on the surface of steep and craggy 
rocks, the fronts of which extend in a line from N. W. to S. E. On the 
N. W. they terminate abruptly, and take an Eastward turn : and this 
temiination is marked by the shaft of a colimin six feet high, which 
stands upon the eminence, and is of the very same stone as that on 
which it rests ; though it has not been left in its present position by the 
excavation of the adjacent parts, for I thrust a hmjtir (a dagger) several 
inches between it and the surface of the foundation rock; in which 
therefore there is obviously a socket to receive it. The top of the 
rock (on which the sculptures at Nakshi Rustam are executed) is 
levelled into a platform about twenty feet square f Otn this is an ele- 
vated seat or throne; the ascent to which ife by five steps, i. e.‘ two 
steps and a landing place, and then three more. I think however, tiiat 
I perceived the remains of another step to the landing place. The 
throne itself is an oblong nine feet by six, and the whole rock is a fine 
marble. 

Nearly under this column is situated (see plate XV.) the first and * 
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most iiorthem piece of sculpture. It consists of two figures on horse- 
back, and a third on foot. Chardin’s description of this, as well as 
of the other monuments, is sufficiently satisfactory ; and I will therefore 
only mention where I differ from liira. He says, that the size of the 
horses is suited to that of their riders : now to me they seem to be by 
fat too small in proportion ; and the best proof of this is, that the riders’ 
feet nearly touch the ground. What he calls bridles of chains of iron 
did not strike us as such. The whole furniture of the horses is admir- 
ably preserved, and I have endeavoured to draw it with the most 
scrupulous accuracy. The bridle of the horse on the right is exactly 
the same as those of the horses at Shapour, with numerous knobs or 
buckles on the head-stall : that of the horse on the left is of anothar 
species of ornament, yet also with many straps and buckles. Both 
have a remarkable strap or piece of iron which reaches from the horse’s 
forehead all down the front part of the face, covers the lips, and is 
fastened behind near the opening of the cheeks. The breast-plate of 
the horse on the right is composed of large round plates linked together : 
that of the horse on the left is ornamented with lions' heads. The 
man behind the figime on the left, holds (not an umbrella, as Chardin 
mentions, but) a fly-flap, which is^ ixtomon to almost all the principal 
figures at FersepoUs* Each <rf these horsemen trample on a body ; 
lhafc tinder the figure on the light is more correct and well preserved, 
titaui the oftier to the left. A Greek inscription is engraved on the chest 
of^ the first hcMrae, composed of seven lines, the three first of which are 
illegible. Then nearly close tinder these lines are some characters, 
which are extremely effaced, btit which I have endeavoured to copy 
exactlj. (See the inscriptions, plate XXIX.) They are evidently the 
same as those which 1 saw at Shapmr. On the breast of the opposite 
iwhise there is also a small but vary effaced inscription in the same 


T||fi sculpture next to this is composed of nine figures; five on the 
^tside, and three on thelej^of a personage at full length, who stands 
. lleMing 'a swtird hefytt -hiaft’ both hands, and bear- 
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third figure, which stands behind the male one in the middle, is defaced 
and is apparently only an attendant. 

Nearly adjoining, is a much mutilated representation of a combat 





between two heroes on horseback. (Plate XVII.) The first, clad in 
armour with a globe on his head, makes a desperate thrust with his 
lance (his horse being at its greatest stretch) at the other figure, whose 
horse is in the act of rearing, and who holds his lance, as if he were 
preparing to receive his antagonist. The figure with a globe on his 
head tramples a man under his horse's feet. 

The tombs are four in number. Gaptain SuTHr.T?.T.A\^T> with some 
difficulty entered into the one farthest to the northward. A Persian 
mounted first, and then let down a shawl ; by which, hs by a rope, 
Captain Sutheeland helped liimself up. A platform is cut into the 
rock before the tomb, which he entered through a small door, and 
found a chamber thirty-seven feet in length, and nine and a half in 
height : facing him were three arched recesses, in which the bodies of 
the deceased had probably been deposited. 

In following the abrupt turn to the East, wliich the rock of the 
Sculptures takes, we come to two square fire-altars, situated on a pro- 
jecting mass and placed upon one base. They are six feet in height, 
and one side of the square is three feet. On the summit of each is a 
square hole. Further on in the recess of the mountain, are twenty 
holes or windows of diflferent sizes, but all of the same pattern, with an 
inscription over them. The characters, according to our observation, 
differed from all that we found in any of the various remains which we 
visited. Facing nearly the middle of the sculptured rocks, stands an 
ancient fire-temple. It is a square building, one side of which measures 
twenty-four feet. It is of white marble and of admirable masonry. 
In front there is a door; open indeed only at the top, and which 
app^trs to have been opened thus fex by force, for all the lower stones 
Ifre mjatilated. The inside exhibited signs of fire. On each side, ex- 
bn which the door fe placed, are four apertures; they seem to 





closely fitted with a stone. A small niche is over the door, 


tion at the beauties of the fabric. Although there was nothing, 
in the architecture of the buildings, or in the sculptures and rel 
the rocks, which could bear a critical comparison with the delica 


e to the eye from Penepolis, are the remains of a 


prayers to our 


that purpo^ I took Ciiaediit and Le in my hand, that 








130 



SHIRAZ TO PEISEPOLIS. 



notices. Finding, however, that they differed from each other (and 
one of course therefore from the reality) in many essential points, I 
thought that an entire description of the ruins in their present state 
would answer my purpose better than a partial and unconnected ac- 
count, referring only to the mistakes or omissions of others. 

The most striking feature, on a first approach, is the staircase and 
its surrounding walls. Two grand flights, which face each other, lead 
to the principal platform. To the right is an immense wall of the finest 
masonry, and of the most massive stones : to the left are other walls 
equally well built, but not so imposing- On nrriving at the summit of 
the staircase, the first objects, which present themselves directly facing 
the platform, are four vast portals and two columns. Two portals first, 
then the columns, and then two portals again. On the front of each 
are represented in basso-relievo figures of animals, which, for want of a 
better name, we have called sphinxes. The two sphinxes on the first 
portals face outwardly, i. e. towards the plain and the front of the build- 
ing. The two others, on the second portals, face inwardly, i. e. towards 
the mountain. From the first (to the right, on a straight line) at the 
distance of fifty-four paces, is a staircase of thirty steps, the sides of 
which are ornamented with bas-reliefe, ori^nally in three rows, but now 
partly reduced by the accumulation of earth beneath, and by mutila- 
tion = above. This staircase leads to the principal compartment of the 
whole ruins, which may he called a small plain, thickly studded with 
columns, sixteen of which are now erect. Having crossed this plain, 
on an eminence are numerous stupendous remains of frames, both of 
windows and doors, forroed by blocks of marble of sizes most magni- 
ficent. These frames are ranged in a square, and indicate an apart- 
ment the most royal that can be conceived. On each side of the frames 
are sculptiwed figures, and the marble still retains a polish which, in its 
©rigmal state, must have with the finest mirrors. On each comer 
■ef this’ room are pedestfefe,"of ^aa etevatimi much more ccmsiderable 
sunounding iNtfite^ one is formed Uf a sin^ block of marble. 
The apax.tineht''‘'seeifi®‘'to have been to theS. W. for we 
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Proceeding from this towards the mountains, (situated in the rear of 
the great hall of columns) stand the remains of a magnificent room. 
Here are still left walls, frames and porticoes, the sides of which are 
thickly ornamented with bas-reliefs of a variety of compositions. This 
hall is a perfect square. To the right of this, and further to the south- 
ward are more fragments, the walls and component parts apparently of 
another room. To the left of this, and therefore to the northward of 
the building, are the remains of a portal, on wliich are to be traced the 
features of a sphinx. Still towards the north, in a separate collection, 
is the ruin of a column, which, from the fragments about it, must have 
supported a sphinx. In a recess of the mountain to the northward, is 
a portico. Almost in a line with the centre of the hall of columns, on 
the surface of the mountain is a tomb. To the southward of that is 
another, in like manner on the mountain’s surface ; between both (and 
just on that point where the ascent from the plain commences) is a re- 
servoir of water. 

These constitute the sum of the principal objects among the ruins of 
FersepoUs, some of irhich I wiU now endeavour to describe in more 
detail. The gran^^ircase consists of a Northern and a Southern 
ascent, which spring sfom the plain at the distance of forty-six feet from 
each other. . is divided into two flights; the first, termi- 

nated by a u^^ificent .platform, contains fifty-four steps on a base of 
sixty^' feet ^ from the first step to a perpendicular 

dropt from thl;|ugh^t att^ la^ng place : the second, to the extreme 
summit of thq-whol^ wnsists of forty-eight steps on a base of forty-six 
feet eight inchc»f-^|,l^h st^ is in breadth twenty-six feet six inches, 


a half. So easy therefore is the ascent, 
alw%s mount it on horseback. The 
t&iud, divisions meet, is thirty-ftmr feet from 
> From the front of this platfottn to 
mwmtj feet. . , ' [ '■ ' 

of immense oblong blocks of marble ; 





The two first are faced by sphinxes 


liave hoofs ; on their ie^ and haunches the veins and muscles are 


id portals appear to have had human 
its, under which are collected massive 
of a, head-dress, which seems to have 


the two sides and roofed the entrance. In these, as in the first 
portals, the faces of the animals form the fronts, and the bulk of their 
bodies, (called forth to a certain extent by the basso-relievo on the 
sides) is supposed to constitute the substance of the wall&i i , £ 

Under the carcase of the first sphinx on the carved, 

scratched, and painted the names of many 
we discovered those of Le Beun, 
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Niebuhe’s name is written in red chalk, and seems to ha¥e been 
done but yesterday. 

A square reservoir of water, broken in many places, yet still ap- 
pearing to have been of one single block, was in the space, between 
the portals and die staircase which led to the grand hall of columns. 
The breadth of that staircase is fifteen feet four inches. It has two 
corresponding flights, the front of which, though now much mutilated, 
was originally highly carved and ornamented with figures in bass- 
rehef. The stones which support the terrace of the columns are all 
carved in the same styk, and areas perfect as when Le Bexjn made 
Ms drawings. On comparing indeed his designs with the originals, I 
fiaund that he had given to some of the figures a mutilation which does 
not exist; for I discovered on a close inspection many interesting 
details of dress, posture, and character, which are omitted in liis 
plates. One great defect pervades this part of his collection ; in order 
to elucidate by the human form the comparative dimensions of the 
buildings, he has introduced figures so small, that, measured by them 
as a standard, the actual size of the objects represented would be three 
times their real magnitude^,- In_ikct, .a man who stands close to the 
sculptured wal touches the summit with his chin, though the figures 
» the drawings of Le BEuisr woidd not reach half way. 

Immediately on ascending this staircase, stands a single column, 
but on closer obsefvation I counted the bases (or spots at least where 
once bases were) of eleven more columns of two rows ; foming, with 
the first, six in each row. They are quite distinct from the great cluster 
in the centre of the haU, and were therefore probably a grand en- 
hance to it. 

Passing forward^ throu^ tHs double range, vre observed large blocks 
©fi stones plajwd at symmetmal distances (to corr^pond wilh the 
arrangement of the alumna at toe ^trance, and those in the centre), 
smi ftaming, probaMj-j toe tmes of sphinxes or other colossal figures. 

scmae pains to> ascertain toe 'pian and.tlie original 

'i'Came to^ toe Mowing con- 



elusions: I observed, in the first place, that there were two orders oi 
columns, distinct in their capitals as well as in then’ iieight, and that, 
of the highest, two rows were severally placed at the E. and W. extre- 
mities of the hall. 

Between these and the mass of columns of less height and a dif- 
ferent capital is the space on either side of one row, in which. 
howe\"er, no trace whatever of bases exists, and through which ran 
the channels of aqueducts. The remainder in the centre consists oi 
six colunms in front, and composes with the four exterior rows s 
line of ten columns ; each row contains in depth six bases, forming 
with the twelve at the entrance, a grand total of seventy-two. Oi 
drawing out a plan of this arrangement, I find that it is symmetrical ii 
all ite points, and in every way in which I can view it satisfies my ima 
ginationj but, on comparing it with that laid dawn by Niebuh® 
my own conceptions have accorded so exactly with those of that greai 
traveller on tMs, (as well as on the ichno^aphy of the general remains’ 
that the introduction of my sketch becomes unnecessary. 

On one of the highest columns is the remains of the sphinx, so com- 
mon in al the ornaments at FersepoUs ; and I could distinguish on th« 
summit of every one a something quite unconnected with the capitals 
The high columns have, strictly speaking, no capitals whatever, bem< 
each a long shaft to the very summit, on which the sphinx rests. TIk 
capitals of the lesser columns are of a complicated order, composed oi 
many pieces. I marked three dktinct species of base. The shafts ar< 
fluted in the Doric manner, but the flutes are more closely fitted foge 
tiler. Their circumference is sixteen feet «veB inches. Some of 'eheh 
bases have a square plinth, the side d one of which I measured, and 
found it to be seven fleet; the diameter ^*the base was five feet foul 
inches, diameter of coiumm four feet two inchea, distance ft'om centra 
of bwte to the next centre twenty-eight feet. To the Eastward of one 
of theses and close at the foot of one d the highest cdOiitos, are the 
fragaamts of an immense figure.; Hie head and j^rt of the fore-legs 1 
oouW easiy .trace ; the head to me -lite Of a Moi 
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than of any other animal, and the legs confirmed this supposition; a;> 
it has claws so placed, as to indicate that the posture of the figure was 
couchant. 

The grand collection of porticoes, walls, and other component parts 
of a magnificent hall, are situated behind the columns, at the distance 
perhaps of fifty paces, and are arranged in a square. 

On the interior sides of the porticoes or door frames, are many 
sculptured figures, w’^hich have been drawn with accuracy by Le 
Brun. They represent the state and magnificence of a King, seated 
in a high chair with his feet resting on a footstool. 

To the north of these remains, is the frame of what was once a por- 
tico, and where ftie outlines of a sphinx are to be traced among the 
rude and stupendous masses of stone. Further on, nearly on the same 
line and bearing, is the head of a horse, part of which is buried in the 
ground. It is ornamented like the remains of that which we call the 
sphinx on the great portals, and is certainly the horse’s head, which 
Le Brun drew, declaring that he could not discover the part to which 
it had Wonged. Close to it, however, are the remains of an immense 
column, eight fet ;in dkupetor ; Jfch^ different parts of the shaft have 
fallen in a direct line with this h^d, and obviously formed with it one 
connected piece in the original structure, in which probably the frag- 
ment on the ^und surmounted the capital, as the sphinx still crowns 
^me of the remaining coluiiins. - v.- ^ 

In the time of MANDEUsnoE, (who visited Fersepolis 27th January, 
1638) the number of columns erect was nineteen : in a letter indeed 
to ©LEARius, (written firom Madagascar on the 12th of July, 1639, 
and published by his correspondent) he states, that thirty remained ; 
but, as he do® .pot fpecify tliteir position, he might have included those 
lying on the aiid at any rate he was writing a private letter, 

from memory, in a distant country, at tiie interval of a jme and a 
MC. ; own authority thefefor© in his book is a better evidence of 
,and as he,,ttecB:,..f^|S and -imuch more curious 

he letter, the value of 


iw 
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that document becomes still more suspicious. Speaking of the cele 
brated inscriptions at PerHepolis, he sa3''s, “ on roit aussi plusicurs 
“ caract^res ancicns mais fort bien marques, et conscn^ant une partic 
“ do Tor, dont ils ont etc remplis."’ Sir Thomas Hebbert also, how 
CA'er, mentions that the letters at Persepolk were gilt. 

17th. On quitting Persepolk, 1 left our party in order to examim 
a ruined building on the plains, which at a distance is generally pointec 
out as a demolished caravanserai. I passed the stream of the Pooi 
Khonih Sewund to the Korth, nearly where the road takes a N. E 
direction, and came to a fine mass of stone, thirty-seven feet fou 
inches square, which appears to have formed the base of some build 
ing. It is composed of two layers of marble blocks, the lower rang 
of -which extends about two feet beyond the line of the upper. Th 
largest blocks, according to my meashrtement, are ten feet fou 
inches in length, four feet four iia i^epthj, and three feet four in breadth 
all still retain h#e^nd there of masonry whicl 

must have connoted* them’ with Olivers.' The whole building is fillec 
up in the middle by a black marble, and in its N. E. angle one ston 
is raised higher than the rest. In the same angle, is a channel cut, a 
if something had been fitted into it. I took the following bearings 
foot of the rocks of Nakski Rmtam, N. 10 W. two miles ; foot 0 
the mountain of Persepolk, S. two miles : our encampment S. 20 
two miles ; road to Ispahan, N, 80 E. 

I was called from this spot by a^ sent by the Envoy t 

conduct me to ‘so33ae„^u|ptji^, .yrhich had himself seen, (abou 
four miles ftom dbe ^.'shi^fijonfitain of Persepolk,) by th 

side of the road, to "i Found tbdm indeed worthy of th' 

minutest investigation; as hd pre^ingiiitraveller has described then 
with any sufficient accuracy. They are situated in a recess of th* 
mountain, formed by projecting and picturesque rocks. The sculptur 
fadttg the road is composed of seven colossal figures and two smal 
onesi.f iPfate XIX.) The two, principal characters are placed in th 
centre ; the one to " the left is the same (not in position indeed, but 11 
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general circumstance) as that which we had so often seen represented 
at Shapour and Nakshi Rustmn. He has the distinguishing globe on 
his head, and olfers a ring to the opposite figure ; who, seizing it with 
his right hand, holds a staff or club in his left. Behind the personage 
with the globe, are t#o : figures, one ^ whom, with a young and 
pleasing face holds the faff, tifee cffstbhilyry ensign of dignity : and the 
other, with hard and marked features, and a beard, rests on the pom* 
mei of his sword with one hand, and beckons with the other. Behind 
the chief on the riffhri'''are two figuras, which from the feminine 
cast of their cdunUnaac© appear to be womens one wears an 
extraordmaryp. capjVahd the other,^ whose hair falls in ringlets on 
her shoulders, makes an exprmive motion with her right hand, as if 
she were saying, “ Be silent" Between the two principal figures, are 
introduced two very diminished beings, who do not reach higher than 
the knees of their coloml companions. In dress they differ mate- 
rially from each other, and one holds a long staff. To the left, on 
a firagmeait'cff the rode, is the bust of a who also holds his 

hand in a jbecko0ing--ia^|;sigmfi<^!^ ''^Tlie largest of these 

figures lir^pjed,^ ones two feet 

eight is diffi- 

cult to 

In tl»"'saih0.lTO«ss,--and«i'to‘<fe'& sculptured rode, forming 

an angle’ wftli, it, is ' much higher state of 

preservation ’parts of it so Bttle, that they appear 

to be fresh at this day (Plate XX.) The same 

royal personage, ' -so often with* ' u globe on his head, 
■and seated on horeeback^l'her&'Jjiilit^the principal character of the 
^upe. His--fa«B»';iBdi^^;ta, .j^^tjcoinapletely d«troyed by ftie 
Mahomedans, bat hk' person and tJuBe of his 

hoirae, (moroptoftisdy bestowed:‘'on both, than on any »f the similax 
figures which we •seen) are likewise more accurately preserved. 
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ot tiis dress is aismicuj aeiiuraiea. i assign tuis suDjeci lo me sculp- 
ture, because no other personage of rival dignitj aiipears in the piece ; 
and because the attitude of tlie chief announces parade aiut conimand; 
for he presents a full face to the spectator, and liis rigid hand, though 
now ranch mutilated, still rests on his side to indicate his ease and his 
independence. Nine figure, of which the first is nine feet high, w^ait 
behind him ; and, from the marks of respect in wliich they stand, can 
be attendants only on his grandeur. On each side of his head swells 
an immense circumference of curls ; he wears an embossed necklace, 
wdiich falls low on his breast, and is therefore, perhaps, rather the upper 
teraiination of his garment ; but its counterpart, an ornament of the 
same description round the waist, is certainly a girdle. His cloak is 
fastened on his left breast by tw'o massive clasps. A rich belt is car- 
ried from his right shoulder to his left hip, across an under garment, 
which, from the extreme delicacy of its folds, appears to be formed of 
a very fine cloth or muslin. The drapery of some loose trowsers, 
which cover Ms legs down to the very ancles, displays equal delicacy, 
and is probably, therefore, of the same texture. From the ancles a 
sort of bandage extends itself in flowing folds, and adds a rich finish 
to the whole. On the thigh there appears to hang a dagger. The horse 
is splendidly accoutred with chains of a circular ornament : his length, 
from the breast to the tail, is seven feet two inches ; and on the chest is 
a Greek inscription, of wMich the letters are about an inch in height, 
and correspond in form with those of the latter empire. 

Opposite to this sculpture, in the same recess and on the right of the 
first, is another, containing the same two figures on hoi’seback, holding 


a ring, 


which we had seen at Shapour and at Nahhi Rustam. 


On the 


general merit of these remains, I may say, tliat they are superior to 
those at NaksM Rnstam, and equal to those at Shapour. 

When I had sketched these monuments, and completed my observa- 
tions, I hastened to join my party, who were then considerably ad- 
vanced. A man who filled, some station about the camp joined me. 





He asked my opinion on tke probable design of these sculptures, and 
when I had told him my own conceptions, he assured me, that the 
ro3’’al personage here also was Rustam ; and when I reminded him that 
their own traditional King, Jemsheed, might possibly be the hero, 
he replied in the true spirit of a system, “Jemsheed was but the 
slave of Rustam.” Of the figures grasping the ring, one again 
(according to the same theory) was Rustam, in the act of proving his 


CHAP. VIII. 


PEBSEPOMS TO ISPAHAN. 

JEMSHEED’s HAREM— PASS THROUGH THE MOUHTAIJS'S— -MESJED 
MADRE SULEIMAN; DOUBTS ON THE TOMB OE CYRUS — MOORGH- 
AUB — DIPFICULTIES OF THE PASSAGE THROUGH PERSIA — STORM 

LETTER FROM THE KING— CASTLE OF BAHRAM RUINED 

VILLAGES OVER THE COUNTRY— YEEDIKHAUST — CARAVANSERAI 
AT MAXHOUD BEGGY — KOMESHAH; RUINS— THE ENVOY AND THE 
GOVERNOR— MAYAR ; CARAVANSERAI-QUARRELS BETWEEN 
THE PEOPLE OF IRAK AND FARS. 

Jan. 17. As we were quitting the environs of PersepoUs, and pro- 
ceeding to%vards Ispahan, we saw on an eminence on the left of the 
road (which now bore north-westerly) a single column erect, and some 
fragments of stones and inasoniy adjoining. They were situated in 
the centre of an extensive spot, which, from the configuration of the 
land around, in elevated terraces and mounds, appeared an artificial 
enclosure*, and, as my Persian companion hinted, might be the site of 
a fortification or a castle. The wall, indeed, in many parts could be 
traced on the summit of the mounds. On arriving at the rains, I dis- 
covered them to consist of a solitary pillar, with a double-headed 
sphinx for its capital, besides, strewed on the ground, a great quantity 


PERSEPOLIS TO ISPAHAN. 



PersepoUs. Several large blocks are an’anged about, as the fragments 
of some building. The column is fluted like the Doric, but with lines 
more closely connected : it is one foot eight inches in diameter at the 
bottom, and six inches less at the top: the height is a little above 
seventeen feet ; and the base, including a tore next the shaft, is two 
feet more. The legs and bodies of the sphinxes are in two separate 
blocks. The largest of the adjacent blocks erect is seven feet two inches 
broad, and eleven feet eight inches high. Nakshi Rustam bore N. 50. 
W. from this place. A little further on is the min of a large pillar not 
fluted, and the fragments of a sphinx wliich certainly had been the 
capital. These remains, according to my companion's tradition, were 
the site of Jemsheed's harem. 

We returned to the road which led through a dilapidated but massy 
gate, situated at the extremity of the projecting foot of the mountains. 
In the centre of the road are three stones; that in the middle is a broken 
column, and the two between which it stands are of a columnar form. 
It has, probably, I^n a beautiful object. The rocks to the left (a 
marble ‘of the same kind as that at ^^akshi Rustam) bear evident marks 
of having been worked and excavated. The road led us over a soil, as 
fine as that of the plain of Merdasht, watered by the Rood Khonih 
Semind. Having reached the extremity of that ran^, on the Western 
jpbint of which are the scrdptufes of Nakshi Rustam^ we turned to the 
left at a village called At the foot of an abmpt part of the 

mountain on the’ right, but still at a considerable ascent from the plain, 
is situated the village of Sewund. Our encampment was below, near 
the banks of the stream of that name. The snipes, ducks, herons, 
and- bitterns from these quarters made an admirable addition to the 
hatrfy of our table. The march of this day was called three /wr- 
which we computed at thirteen milfes. - 

We continued our journey along the banks with a North wind 
fresh frECdr,‘ add crossed the «yer about half a mile from our 





encampment. We men turned an annipt promontory or tiie riigii 
land on the right, and, for the remainder of the inureh, travelled 
nearly due East, between mountains whose brown and arid sides pre- 
sentc;d nothing to cheer or enliven the way. As we approached 
Kemeen (a distance of fifteen miles fi'om SeTtund) we were greeted by 
all the inhabitiints of the village, who exhausted their whole ingenuity 
to do honour to the Envoy. They fired frequent vollies, created an 
immense dust, broke vases of sugar, beat drums, blew trumpets, and 
themselves made loud and shrill shrieks. In return for ail this, hand- 
fuls of money were thrown among them. Among the many per- 
formers was a lad who preceded us, twirling a stick about with great 
agility between his fingers ; in this exercise he persevered so intently, 
regardless of all the pressure of the animals and the crowd, that at 
length the nose of the Envoy’s horse received the full force of his art. 
The Bervdsh of the Hajizeea overtook m here to ask the present which 
had been promised to him. As he had been empowered to receiveit at 
SMrazt the Envoy conceived that his errand was a fraud, and dis* 
missed him therefore, paying his expences back, with an order for the 
sum if it should not have been already paid. 

19 th. An easterly breeze, which sprung up this morning, rendered 
it extremely cold, and depressed the thermometer to 30°. We travelled 


we came to J 


through the mountains, in a military point of view, 


lelds, w 
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gone out to greet the Envoy, by the discharge of their matchlocks. 
About a mile further are situated the collective ruins, called by the 
people of the country Mesjid Madre Suleiman, the tomb of the mother 
of Solomon. The first object is a pillar erect, a plain shaft without a 
capital ten feet five inches in circumference. Near it are three pilasters, 
the fronts of which are excavated in deep niches, and the sides 
inscribed with the following characters. (See plate XXIX.) From the 
pieces of masonry around, the pilasters appeared to have enclosed a 
hail ; the interior of which was decorated with columns, but I resigned 
the hope of ascertaining the plan of its original form, when I saw two 
similar masses ; one, at the distance of one hundred and fifty yards, 
with a corresponding inscription ; and the intermediate space (and 
indeed the whole plain) strewed with the fi-agments of marbles. 

Having sketched these objects, I continued my way along the plain 
to the West, towards two buildings; which, at a distance indeed, ap- 
peared scarcely w'orthy of notice, but which on a nearer inspection 
proved full of interest. The first is a ruined building of Mahomcdan 
construction, which is now turned into a caravanserai. The door was 
once arched, and on the architmve dte the remains of a fine Arabic 
inscription. 

The other is a building of a form so extraordinary that the people 
of the country often call it the court of the deevis or devil. It rests 
upon a square base of large blocks of marble, wMch^rise in seven 
■ layers pyramidically. It is in form a parallelogram ; the lowest range 
of the foundation is forty-three by tliirty-seven feet ; and the edifice 
itself, which crowns the summit, diminishes to twenty-one by sixteen 
feet five inches. It is covered by a shelving roof built of the same 
massy stone as its base and sides, which are all fixed together by 
damp of iron, and which cm a general view corr^pond all with the 
TOwiire of one at the base, (fourteen feet eight inches in length, five 
fed: in depth, and three feet six inches in breadth.) ^ I was not suffered 
td enter ; and through a fissure in the door I could perceive nothing 
>ainali cham^ tokened, -as At appeared by smoke. 
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Around it, besides a great profusion of broken marbles, are tbe shafts 
of fourteen columns, once perhaps a colonnade, but now arranged in the 
square wall of mud w'hich surrounds the whole remains. To the 
present day all the space nithin the enclosure is a plaee of burial, and 
is covered indeed with modern tomb-stones. On every part of the 
monument itself are carved inscriptions, which attest the reverence of 
its visitors ; but there is no vesti^ of any of the characters of ancient 
Persia or even of the older Arabic. The key is kept by women, and 
none but females are permitted to enter. The people generally regard 
it as the monument of the mother of Solomon, and still connect some 
efficacy with the name ; for they point out near the spot a certain 
water to which those who may have, received the bite of a mad dog 
resort, and by which, if drank within thirty days, the evil effects of the 
wound are obviated. In eastern story almost every thing wonderful is 
attached to the Solomon of Scripture : the King however, to whose 
mother this tomb is said to be raised, is less incredibly, {as the Came- 
Utes of Shiraz suggested to Mani>elsloe,) Shah Soleiman, the 
fourteenth Caliph of the race of Ali. But though this supposition is 
more probable tlmn that it is the monument of Bath sheb a, it is not 
to my mind satisfactory, as it differs totally from all die tombs of 
Mahomedan saints which I have ever seen in Persia, Asia Minor, 
or Turkey. [Plate XXL] 

If the positmn af Jht place had corresponded with the site of 
Fassagarde form of this structure accords with tlie 

description of of Cyrus near that city, I should have been 

tempted to assipi to the present building so illustrious an origin. That 
tomb was raised An a grove; it was a small edifice covered with an 
arched roof of stone, and its entrance was so narrow that the slenderest 
man could* scarcely pass through : it rested on a quadrangular base of 
a siogle stone, and contained the celebrated inscription, “ 0 mortals, 
I am Cyaus, son of Cambyses, founder of the Persian monarchy, 
“ and Sovereign of Asia, grudge me not therefore this monument.”' 
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That the plain around Mesjed Mgdr4 Suleiman was the site of a great 
city, is proved by the ruins with which it is strewed; and that this 
city was of the same general antiquity as Fersepolis may be inferred 
from tlie existence of a similar character in the inscriptions on the 
remains of both, though this particular edifice does not happen to 
display that internal evidence of a contemporaneous date. A grove 
would naturally have disappeared in modern Persia; the structures 
correspond in size ; the triangular roof of that which I visited might be 
called arched in an age when the true semi-circular arch was probably 
unknown ; the door was so nanrow, that, if I had been allowed to 
make the attempt, I could scarcely have forced myself through it; and 
those who kept the key affirmed that the only object within was an 
immense stone, wdiich might be “ the base of a angle piece” described 
by Anal AN ; but as he was repeating the account of another, the 
difterence is of little consequence, if it exists. I suspect however, as 
many of the buildings at Fersepolis are so put together that they might 
once have seemed one va^t block, that the present structure might 
also at one time have possessed a similar appearancei.. The eternity 
of his monnment indeed, wMch Cvitus contemplated by fixing it on 
one enormous stone, would be equally attained by the construction of 
thk fabric, which seems destined to survive the revolutions of ages. 
And in the lapse of two thousand four hundred years,' the absence of 
an inscription on Mesjed MadrS Suleiman would not be a decisive 
evidence against its identity with the tomb of Cyrus. 

J retraced my steps towards the cohmn and pilasters, and passing to 
the left of them, proceeded to a ruin, probably of one of those buildings 
which we call fiiwtemples, and corresponding at least exactly in 
dimensioas, structure, and mnsment with that at ^ak&hi Rustam. Its 
door opened to the north. Cfa an adjacent hill to the east, At the dist- 
ance of about three- himdred yards, am thfinewaihs rf ajjfort erected 
wMh tike same stupendous materials, as tlm. works om the, plain. The 
blocfesar® all of white marble, polish. Prom this 



it our encampment at Moorgh-mih bore K. 55 E. Haviiig 
inded again into tlie plain, crossed the beds of numerous Kmmvfn^ 
started several covics of partridges; I reached mj tent liiuhlj con- 
d with the unexpected gleanings of the day. 
mrsh-aub is a larse villase, in which there is a fort and many «i- 

iter which imaate: the 


sed over a country of 
nified by the denomi- 
armss or me road rvere N. 30 W., 
2 hills, when the road 
>me trifling variations 
Ics from Moorgh-aubf 
ailed from the village 


Kergmm, Near it a 
f three arches. We 
"avelJed a distance of 
Hies, w e w'^ere seven nours ana a naif on the road, and 
calculate our rate of going at little more than three miles 

issed, was naked and 
artially. It is quite 
issaries, was collected 
the mountains, parti- 
es of snow, and some 
;d even near our encampment. Deihecd is only a caravan^ 

;h, covered with the 
;k of its construction, 

ered the coldest spot 
s sometimes impeded 
r. The Mekmandar 
rovemor of Moorgb- 


were scattered even near our encampment. 


appeared to us a modem rvork. 

The evening set in gloomily ; j 
in this revion. and the snows in 
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mA, (Aga Khast, an Arab of an old and respected famdy, who had 
accompanied us to the bounds of his district to provide amply for our 
passage) shared his forebodings. He had himself often experienced 
the severities of this country, and he, better than any one, knew the 
distresses which the detention of two or three hundred men in a spot 
so destitute and insulated would occasion. He had provided susten- 
ance for ourselves and our cattle for one night only, and this he had 
transported with great trouble from Moorg1i~aub and other villages. 
Indeed through the whole of our march great and early were the pre- 
parations made by the chiefs of the country for our reception. If 
these were the difficulties of our passage, tlie march of an army would 
not be easily conducted. The country in its present state could not 
pomplete magazines of provisions, even if it were required by its owm 
government. It must however be always recollected, that this is the 
least fertile province of the kingdom. 

21st. The snow did not fall, and we proceeded j we travelled nearly 
north during the whole of this day, and at the termination of our 
march (a distance of fomteen miles) entered a pass, which is more 
particularly dreaded as a stoppage in snows. We rested for the night 
at Khom KhorrSh, a poor caravanserai now, but once, by the appear- 
ance of its walls, a respectable building. We had here much cause to 
i^et the pleasant and copious streams of Moorgh-aub ; for the water 
which supplied our camp was taken from a pond twenty feet in circum- 
ference, so impregnated by the ordure of camels that it appeared quite 
black. After sun-set, a fresh breeze sprung up from the S. W. It in- 
creased in the night ; and at about two in the morning blew a furious 
gale. 

Sunday the 22d. The wind continued to rage during the whole of 
this day, and only fell at night. Heavy clouds from the S. W. over- 
topped the whole of the surrounding mountains and precipitated them- 
selves down their sides, in the manner of the clouds at the Table 
Mountain at the Cape, when it blows from the S.- E. > Many of our 
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tents were blown down and much damaged. Notmthstancling the 
fury of the tempest we did not omit to put up our prayers and tlianks- 
givin^ for all the blessings bestowed upon us; and the storm anmnd 
only added, I hoj)c, to the solemnity of our devotion. The very fine 
weather with which we have been blessed was certainly a theme of gra- 
titude. We had not had even a shower since our first d(‘partiire from 


effect as the first, giving details of the victory over the Russians. We 
went forward to meet it as before, and adopted the former ceremony 
of giving it a solemn reading. 

23d. Although the violence of the wind had fallen in the morning, 
very heavy clouds still covered the summits of the mountains, and 
threatened a renewal of bad weather. We proceeded, however, oil a 
fine hard road (on the bearing of N. 40 W. during the whole march) 


reckon this day s journey at six long jurmngs. 
peared a smaller distance- The Persian fursun^ 


and no man can give a satisfactory account of its real length. On the 
whole, we found that the reputed distances in the line of our march 
are rather over-calculated than under-rated. The road leads on the 
right of a plain which widens at its northern termination. The moun- 
tains on both sides of it run N. and S. taking indeed a transverse E. 
and W. direction at both its extremities ; and beyond the first range on 
the west of the route is another, and a parallel chain of much greater 
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elevation, which binds an intermediate plain. The peasantrj are ill 
clothed, and look miserably. They wear in general a little skull cap, 
slit on each side, called JDogoos/^eA Their dress is a loose coat mth 
hanging .sleeves of a very rude cloth, tied about with a coarse sash. 
Surmeky where we encamped for the night, is situated on the E. side 
of the plain, near the foot of the mountains. It now consists of a 
square mud fort, which contains its whole population ; around it 
are the ruins of its original extent. Between the towii and the 
mountains the cultivation is very luxuriant, for the fields are irri- 
^ted hjkanauts from a neighbouring stream. To the northward of 
the fort, and two hundred yards from the road, stand the remains 
of a castle, which the Persians assign to the age of King Bah ram, 
but which, in construction, resembles so nearly the later buildings of the 
country, that its antiquity becomes suspicious. It is nevertheless in 
itself a most curious wwk. A ditch surrounds it, and there is a wall 
within it, composed, like the outward parts of the fabric, of large stones 
cemented together by mud. The great variety of vaulted chambers 
and subterraneous inlets, ^oves that it was destined for otlier purposes 
than those of military defence only. 

On the 24th we resumed our nmrch, on a road as hard and fine as 
that of the preceding day, and on the same bearing ; and having tra- 
vdlfti in four hours a distance probably of twelve miles, reached our 
eacampment at AbadSh. We noticed many square forts, which are 
now ^nerally not only the protection of the district, but the residence 
of the cultivators. The mins indeed, which overspread the country, 
contrast its former prosperity too forcibly with the present depopiila- 
taon. In this region, however, the more immediate causes of its devas- 
taticii have ceased; for it owed its principal sufferings to the long wars, 
cff which it was the scene, between the Zmd and Cadjar families, and 
which are now .terminated by the fortune of the latter. On our arrival 
at Aimdih, we were saluted as usual by the utakball, who went through 
ail noise and firing. The firet appearance of AbadSh announces 
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with earth, producing nothing but thistles and soap-wort. Indeed, if it 
were a finer mould, the want of water would render it of little value 
even to the most skilful possessor. At the distance of three miles from 
a village called Baglmardar we halted ; and I took a meridional obser- 
vation of the sun, which gave us a latitude of thirty-one degrees twenty- 
five minutes. We reckoned eight miles from AbadSh to this spot, and 
nine more to Shoolgistoon, the termination of the day’s march. Whilst 
we were waiting until the sun should pass the meridian, one of our 
party picked up the stump of a thistle, and on examining its inside, we 
found two torpid wasps, which had formed their recess there, waiting 
the approach of spring once again to issue into life. 

The little fort, mosque, and caravanserai at Shoolgistoon are seen at 
least six miles before they are reached. The plain to the northward of 
our route was bounded by a flat horizon, from which every successive 
mountain or building rose, as we advanced, like objects when first seen 
at sea. 

26th. The night was boisterous, the wind blew strong from the south- 
ward and w(»tward, and distant thunder rolled over the lulls. The 
morning presented a dark and dismal array of clouds and snow-clad 
mountains all around us ; and when the trumpet sounded for the Envoy’s 
departure, every thing announced a cold and cheerless ride. The sun 
made several efibrts to break through the heavy atmosphere, and suc- 
ceeded once or twice, only to cast faint shadows of our troops across 
the road as we paced along; and, when we were about four miles from 
our destined encampment at Yezdikhaust, the rain begun to fall. We 
travelled a distance of fifteen miles in five hours. The road was still 
carried over a gravel soil, till about two miles from Yezdikhaust, when 
we enteed a softer ground. The mountains gradually dwindled into 
HUs, and seemed to form a termination to this long plain by throwing 
themselves in lessening forms across it. They continued, like those of 
OUT latter route, barren, brown and inhospitable, without a shrub to en- 
livea thfhr ru^ed masses. On the lefi^pf the plain,, all, were covered 
with snow, while all to the right were as yet untouched. 
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quence, but since their devastations it has never resumed its prospe- 
rity. It was taken by assault, and the inhabitants put to the 
swordi To the East, over a rude drawbridge, is the entrance to the 
town, which, without the use of cannon, seems almost impregnable. 
It is there an isolated rock, connected witih the others around only by 
this bridge. 
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27tli. It rained at intervals during the night with much fury. It 
cleared up, however, during the morning, and the sun shone bright ; 
but it was then freezing so hard,, that we were obliged to leave the 
tents behind us until they should have lost their stiffness in the 
warmth of the day. The feast of the Corban Bairam now com- 
menced among the Mussulmans. The Persians performed the cere- 
monies of the day, and we again proceeded on our journey. The 
direction of our march averaged N. 10 W. After travelling nearly 
seven hours we reached its termination at Maxhood-Beggy, a dis- 
tance of eighteen miles. The line of our route led us to the W. side 
of the plain, over a road still finer even than that on which we had 
joumied on the preceding day. The mountains lost their regular 
bearing and outline, and were more varied in their projections and 
recesses. At about nine miles from Yezdikhamt we arrived at a 
caravanserai and a fort, the approaches to which were thickly spread 
with the vestiges of a town. The place was called Ameenabad. On 
the plain also, which succeeded, were scattered ruins. A North-east 
wind sprung up, and, imsing down the snowy summits of the 
mountains, brought a sharpness so piercing, that, for the first time, 
we were incommoded by the cold, and were anxious to get to our 
encampment for the night. 

IBefore our anival, we were met by a person deputed by the Go- 
vernor of Ispahan, to welcome us into his territory. Maxkood-Beggy 
is seen at a distance, and then looks a large place. But the appear- 
ances of its grandeur vanish on a nearer approach in ruins; some 
|in«|(»d are substantial walls, and the remains of bazars. Yet, instead of 
dilapidated chamber of some miserable caravanserai, which alone 
we could have expected, we were todged in a house of singular con- 
venience and even elegance. It was built in fact, for her owU accom- 
modation, by the Queen laA Shiraz, (the mother of ^e Prinj^l^OTernor 
csi^armtan) who was «c«»tomed every two years to'taifka journey to 
the ^ng at Teheran, and who accmdingly provided on both the winter* 
and the summer route a similar resting place. She enjoys a great reputa- 
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affections of the people ; for she is charitable to the poor. 


twelve miles on a bearing of N. 10 W. This place also was once large. 


tract of ground, and is walled all around. But since it was taken bj 


through a gate toAhe westward. We passed through streets and haxars, 


reached the best house in the place ; but the only approach even to 


Travelling in our present mode, and carrying about a population of our 
own, we do not so much feel the misery with which a country ^ so 


led by our numerous 
groupes, and awake 


putes, the confusion of their different works, and the vociferations of 
their rude songs. As soon as we entered Komeshnh, all the place was in 
motion ; Ahe .scanty population which it afforded,: and. which had teen 
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accumulated by that of every neighbouring village, came out to greet 
us, betraying indeed their own wretchedness by the poverty of their 
clothing, and every comfortless circumstance of their appearance. 
They have a manufacture of cloth in Komeshah called kaduck, a 
better sort of that coarse linen called kerbas^ which is made in every 
village. 

The Envoy, according to the common custom of the country, sent a 
present to the Governor of the place, with this difference, indeed, that 
it was much larger than the rank of the party entitled him to expect. 
It consisted of cloth, line chmtz, &c. The Governor however, when it 
was brought to him, indignantly snatched one piece of chintz, and told 
the bearer to take the rest as unworthy of his own acceptance, in the 
hope that the Envoy would hasten to atone for his disrespect by 
doubling the gift. Sir Harford, with great indifference, desired the 
servant to keep what he had received, and congratulated him on his 
good luck. In vain did the Governor .entreat to have the original gift 
restored, in vain did the Mehmandar mediate, the Envoy was inflexible, 
and the Governor, to the laugh of every one, remained with his 
single piece. 

219th. At a mile and a half from Komeshah^ on the left, is the tomb 
of Shah Re z A, and near it an extensive burying ground ; over one of 
the tombs is the remains of a lion in stone: whatever it may mean, 
it is certain that it dates from the remotest antiquity, being evi- 
dently prior to the Arabian conquests, and to the establishment of 
the Mahomedan religion in Persia. The mined forts, the towers 
^^for pigeons, and other signs of habitation and cultivation which are 
ffeen on the plain to the Northward of the town, prove that Kome- 
shah has shared the prosperity of the better days of Persia. Our 
weather continued most delightful, nor did I indeed recollect to 
h^ve ever seen an atmosphere so lucid and so soft. The moun- 
taijM to the Northward, wi^h shewed their distant summits over the 
rid^ ol the nearer hill% although crowned with show did not seem 




which a fine blue stone is used. The whole is falling rapidly into 
decay as a caravanserai, and has now indeed been converted into 
one of the common forts of the country by raising mud walls 
around and turrets at proper intervals : a miserable contrast to the 
elegant and substantial workmanship of former times. 

Our camp was usually quiet, but in our later progress it was dis- 
turbedby the quarrels of our own servants (who were mostly from 


The livality and hatred, which exist between 
neighbouring provinces, can be conceived b 
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reached the extremity of the plains of Ma^ar, and then woue' 
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RUINS ON THE PLAIN OF ISPAHAN— THE ZAIANDE-EOOD 


ING ; CHEHEL SITOON ; PAINTINGS HAREM 


L VIEW OF ISPAHAN — -MAIDAN— PAVILION 


POPULATION ENTERTAINMENT GIVEN TO THE 


district of immense population. Yet almost the whole view consists of 


livened by the communities of men. But whatever may be the condi- 
tion of modern Persia, its fonner state, if the remains scattered over the 
whole country are sufficient evidences, must have been flourishing and 
highly peopled. 

The village of Ispahanek is situated just at the foot ^of a range of 
hills which screen the extent of the great city from our view. It is 
now reduced to a small fort, in which its. population is immured. The 
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plain is well irrigated by dikes cut from the Zaiande-rood, a river which, 
in its course from the West, waters the whole country. It rises from 
the Baktyar mountains, passes through Ispahan^ and finally expends 
itself in the deserts of sand to the S. E. The Persians indeed have an 
idle belief founded on a more idle tradition, that it resumes its waters 
from the sand, constitutes the river which we crossed at Daulakee, and 
discharges itself at last into the sea at Bohilla : a connection as they 
still assert, ascertained by one of their Kings, who threw a marked 
board into the place of the disappearance, and found it again in the 
stream at Daulakee. Two etymologies are assigned to the name ; one 
from ZaiandS, spurting, breaking from the ground, (jaillir ; ) the other, 
from ZendS, lost, alluding to its failure in the sand ; the termination rood 
in either case is, river. Like every other part of the kingdom, the 
country round Ispahan is almost destitute of timber ; and the surface is 
a most arid field for the researches of a botanist. The vivid rock 
of the moufitains is lost at the point where their roots intersect 
the plain below. 

We estimated the distance from Ispahatiek to Ispahan at two 
^rsungSy or six miles. We proceeded over ribe hills in regular proces- 
rion ; the Envoy having ’taken evary precaution that the Mission, with 
which he was charged from the Throne, should be received with the 
the fullest attention and respect. With this view it became his express 
object, that the Governor of the city, Abdullah Khan, (son of 
Mahomed Hussein Khan, the King^s Second Minister) should 
come out himself to meet him. As he had been led to undei^tand that 
this was a point already settled, he was surprised to hear by a message 
which he received when he was on the road, that the Governor refused 
to accede to his wishes, unless he first received a letter to that effect 
|6fC^ the Envoy himselfr In consequence we made a temporary halt; 
and the Envoy wrote a note, stating, that although he thought himself^ 
to such a mark of attention fr<»n the Kkan> us office of friend- 

y€^ as the l^amr of a letter fimn his master the King of 
Etiglan^rthWsi Pfersian Majesty, hee*®Bid not for a moment doubt, that 
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the Governor would jieid to that letter, the distinction he would pay to 
his own Sovereign. 

It will be w'cll indeed to remark, that from the commencement of 
our marrh, Sir Hakfoejj Jones took similar precautions to ensure 
every honour to his Majesty’s letter. It was always placed in a 
iakht-e-ruvan or litter, which was escorted by ten Indian troopers and as 
officer, and was never taken out or replaced without the trumpet of the 
guard sounding a blast. Whenever we stopped, it was deposited in 
the tent of ceremony under a cloth of gold ; a sentry with a drawn 
srvord ■was placed over it, and no one was permitted to sit i^ith his 
back to it. The correspondence of Princes is a general object of rever- 
ence in the East ; and the dignity which by these observances we at- 
tached to the letter of our Sovereign, raised among the people a corress- 
ponding respect towards his representative. 

At about four miles from Ispahan^ we were met by aa advanced part 
of the inhabitants- As we approached the city, the crowd increased to 
numbers which baffled our calculation or guess- Aithongh the stick 
was administered with an unsparing hand, it was impossible to keep 
the road free for our passage. People of all descriptions were collected 
on mules, on horses, on asses; besides an immense number on foot 
Pirst came the merchants of the city, in number about three hundred, 
ail in their separate classes. Then followed a deputation from the 
Armenian clergy, composed of the Bishop and chief dignitaries in thdir 
sacerdotal robes. They carried silken banners, on which was pamted 
the Passion of our Saviour. The Bishop, a reverend old man with a 
white beard, presented the Evangelists bound in crimson velvet to the 
Envoy, and then proceeded on, with his attendant priests, chaunting 
their church rervice. 

When we came into the plain, the city of Ispahan rose upon the 
view, and its extent was so great East and West, that my sight could 
not reach its bounds. The crowd now was intensely great, and at 
intenrals <juite impeded our pro^ss. Slowly however we were ap- 
proachiag near towards the city, and yet the Gov«nor had not appalled. 
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The Envoy intimated, that he would receive no istakball, unless the 
Governor headed it. Two of the chief men of the place met us, as we 
arrived at the entrance of a fine spacious road, between two lofty walls. 
This was the beginning of the Ispahan gardens, yet the w'alls of the 
city itself were still a mile fi'om us. We turned to the left through a 
narrow porch, which led us into a piece of ground, planted on one 
side by lofty chenar trees, and bounded on the other by the beautiful 
river Zaiande~rood. At the extremity of this spot was a tent. We 
were told, that it had been prepared by the Governor for the Envoy, 
and that he himself was there in waiting. The Envoy stopped his 
horse, and declared, that unless he was met by the Governor on horse- 
back, he would take no notice of him, but proceed to his own tents, and 
march straight forward to Teheran. This produced the desired effect. 
The Governor came forth, and met us a few paces from his tent, and 
we then proceeded towards it and alighted. The place, where the 
tent was pitched, was called Sa~atabad; a pavilion had been built there 
by Shah Thamas. The tent itself rested on three poles ; its sides 
were of open worked chintz, and its floor was strewed with carpets ; 
on which were laid out fruit« and sweetmeats in great profusion. 
Chairs of an old-fashion, like those in the sculptures at PersepoUs, were 
prepared for us, and we were not put to the inconvenience of pulling 
our boots. ‘ We were then served with kalemns, and afterwards with 
»-^©etin€!ats. -;r"" 

* When this ceremony was over, we proceeded along the banks of the 
Zaiande-rood, on the opposite side of which were rows of firs, and ancient 
pinasters. We saw three bridges of singular yet beautiful construction. 
That, over which we crossed, was composed of thirty-three lower 
arches, above each of which were ranged three smaller ones. There is 
a covered cause^lay ' for foot passengem j the surface of the bridge is 
|»yed, and is of one level throughout the whole extent. After we had 
we proceeded . through a ^te into r the iCAa/wr Bagh^ 
wlkb ;^ a very spacious pi^ of , ground j having two rows of chenar 
|trees in Jbie puddle, and two other.rows on each side. The garden is 
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nchly watered, and iiave each a pleasure-house, or which wc were con- 
ducted to occupy the best, that, at least, which was certainly in more 
perfect repair than the others. The rest indeed are in a state of decay, 
and corroborate only by the remains of the beautifully painted -walls 


On the right of the Maidan, and nearly in the centre of the Chahar 
Bagh^ is a college ciilled Medresse Shah Sultan Hossein. Its entrance 
is handsome ; a lofty portico enriched with fantastic-twisted pillars, and 
intermixed with the beautitiil marble of Tabriz, leads through a pair of 
brazen gates, of -which the extremities are silver, and the whole surface 
highly carved and embossed -with flowers and verses from the Koran. 


the square of the college. The right side of this court is occupied by 
the mosque, which is still a beautiful budding, covered by a cupola and 


lacquered tiles, on its exterior surface, axe all peeling off, and^^tiie 
minarets can no longer be ascended, for the staire are all destroyed. The 


invocations to the prophet, and verses oi me Koran m ttie tuuest pro- 
fusion. I ascended the dome, from which I had but a partial % iew of 
the surrounding country ; and that wliich I did see was scarcely any 
tiling mpre than a series of ruined houses amd palgcqi;. 4 The other sides 
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of the square are occupied, one, by a lofty and beautiful portico, and 
the remaining two by rooms for the students, twelve in each front, ar- 
laii^d in two stories. These apartments are little square cells, spread 
with carpets, and appeared to me admirably calculated for study. In- 
deed, the quiet and retirement of this college, the beauty and serenity 
of the climate, and the shrubbery and water in the courts, would have 
combined to constitute it in, my eyes a sanctuary for learning, and a 
nursery for the learned, if it had been in any other country. We had 
some coEVereation with the Director of the college Medress^ Jed6h, 
MtaBA MAHOMfin Cossim. He is an old man, and possesses a very 
high literary reputation in Persia, and appeared indeed tO know much 
more than the greater part of those whom we had seen, and to be a 
perfect master of the history of Persia. He was extremely inquisitive, 
and his questions were acute and- pertinent ; he >vas much delighted 
with our drawings, and with the map of our route, w'hich we had 
laid dovm. 

The palaces of the King are enclosed in a fort of lofty walls, which 
may have a circumference of three miles. The palace of the CheJiel 
Bitoon, Of “ forty pillam,’^ is situated in t he pud dle of an immense square, 
which is intersected by fatious canals, Ac jcufed in different directions 
by the beautiful cAenffir tree. In front is an extensive square basin of 
from the farthest extremity of which the palace is beautiful be- 
ymid either the power of language or the correctors of pencil to deli- 
neate. Tlie first salocHi is open towards the garden, and is supported 
by eighteen pillars, all inlaid with mirrors, and (as the glass is in much 
greater proportion than the wood) appearing indeed at a distance to be 
jfermed of ^ssonly. Each pillar has a marble base, which is carved 
into the figures of four lions placed in such attitudes, that the shaft 
seems to rest on their four united backs. The walls, which form its ter- 
mination behind, •are ^o covered with mirrors placed in such a variety 
tf ’lysumetrical posMotoU, ffiat the mass <ff the structure appears to be 
# when ’netr'-'totet •'have flittered 'With most magnificent 
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between Shah IsMAELand Sultan Soliman, is thatofNADim 
and Sultan Mahmoub of India. On the left of this is Sha 
BAS the Younger, who also is occupied with the pleasures of the 


spirit and character so truly illustrative of the manner’s and 
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be allowed to possess a verj considerable sliare of merit, and to be 
strong instances of the genius of the people. The colours with which 
they are executed retain their original freshness ; at least if they have 
faded they must have been such in their first state, as we have not seen 
in Europe. The gilding, which is eveiy where intermixed, eitlser to ex- 
plain the richness of the dress, or the quality of the utensils, is of a 
brilliancy perhaps never surpassed. 

They possess less questionably an excellence, to which the merit of 
colouring is at any rate very subordinate. They mark strongly and 
faitMiUy the manners of their subject, and combine in a series of 
pleasing and £«:curate records a variety of details, of feature, attitude, 
dress, dancing, musical instruments, table furniture, arms, and horse 
accoutrements of the country- Shah Abbas, in the painting to the 
right, has no beard. The fashions have altered with the times, and the 
present King cherishes a beard which descends lower than his girdle, 
and touches the ground when he sits. The notoriety of Shah Abbas 
in the revels of the table, and particularly his love of wine, are here 
displayed in characters so strong, that they cannot be mistaken : and so 
little did he endeavour to conceal bi^ propensities, that he is here 
painted in the very act of drinking. The faces of the women are very 
pleasing, but their wanton looks and lascivious attitudes easily explain 
their professions. 

f The furniture of the Chehel Sitmn, which consists indeed of carpets 
only, is still kept there. The carpets of the time of Abbas are of a large 
pattern, more regular and infinitely superior in texture to those of the 
present day. Although the outer part of the fabric is suffered to fall to 
rain, the interior is still preserved in repair, as it forms the Dewan 
KhmShi or Hall of Audience to the Palace; and is, therefore, kept in 
reading for the King^s reception. , 

>1, Adjoining to the Chehel Sitoon is the harem; the term in Persia is ap- 
pied, to the establishments of.the great, is confined to those of 

the h*f€srior people. Tins Amfldmg was lately erected by , M ah om 
Hosseiji Khan, the second Mjnisfc^ and presented by him to his 







Majesty, and therefore is a very good specimen of the style and work- 
manship of the present day ; and in this view it merits description. 
It is indeed considered so perfect in its establishment, that if the King 
were to arrive at Ispahan without a moment's notice, not one, the smallest 
domestic article, would be wanting for the convenience of his suite, and 
the whole palace would present all the comforts which could be found 
after a residence of many years. From the garden of the Chehel Siioon an 
intricate passage leads under an octagonal tower into this new palace, and 
opens into an oblong square laid mit into flower beds, straight walks and 
basins of water, and surrounded on all its sides by chambers for women 
of an inferior rank. Proceeding on the left side of this court, a door 
opens into a species of green-house called the NarajigistooHf in %vhich 
there are only young orange trees. From this there is but one step 
into the principal court of the building, one whole side of which is 
occupied by the King's apartments or drawing-rooms. The front 
room is adorned by two portraits of his Majesty, on one side seated on 
his throne, and on the other in the act of killing a deer in a chase on 
horseback. There are also other pictures, of which the most remark- 
able are those representing Timoor or Tamerlane, Jengiiiz Khan, 
and Jemsheed. The walls are very richly painted with boucj[uets of 
flowers, birds and other animals. The arch, whicii occupies the side 
facing the great window, is a beautiful composition of glass and 
painting, and was the neatest specimen of decorative art which I had 
then seen in Persia. The ceiling is highly ornamented ; gilded flowers 
and bright looking glasses glisten on every side, and give great liveli- 
ness and gaiety to the Whole. Behind this is another room equally 
well painted ; the upper -windows are here most artfully constructed 
of plaster, which is pierced into small holes in a great variety of 
figures and flowers resembling the open work of lace, and admitting a 
pleasing light. In this room also there are portraits, one of which, that 
of a European, is . called the Shah ZadS Freng, or European Prince. 

, Fie is represented in our dress of the sixteenth century, in which 
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by aiscades, which fall from the ground floor, and refresh the whole 
ta^e. -A pamge leads to the bath, which, though anali, is elegant, 
llafe 'domw are supported by columns, taken from the Armenian 
churches at 

From this court, a passage leads into sereral others for inferior 
women; and tlien into two rooms built by Asheeff, one of the 
dffghan Kin^. 'Hie latter are indeed much inferior to those which I 
have already described. Ibey have heavy massive glasses and gild- 
ings, and coarse paintings of fniite and flowers, without any representa- 
tion erf the huiBan figure. On the whole, however, we found throu^- 
out the palace much i Mmeness, berfh ; |h the arrangement of the 
Tooim, and in the distributioh of th& ^itodsr In the love of water 
and running stareams, a Persian taste is Mly gratified at Ispahm, 
throu^ which the ^oiande-rood affords for^al||h« purposes 

an unccMug supply. ' ’’I 

From the interior of the palaces we ascended the AU Capi g^te, 
which forms the entrance. This gate, once the scene of the magnifi- 
cence of the Seffi femily, tte tlneshold of which was ever revared as 
s^ed, is now deserted, and only now and then a solitaiy , individual is 
seen to pass negli^ntly tisrough. The rete«hs^;pf that .sptenilour, -so mi- 
nutely and exactly dumbed by still fo -fee traced ; the 

ftae marbles remain, and the ^ndew-^liinti dome are 

1^' undemolished. A lag^i porter to the right, 

by wbkh we a^csended 'to ' flbe pavifi^ AifBAS was wont 
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to see the games of the Maidan and the exercises of his troops. This 
also is sinking rapidly into decay, and retains nothing to attest the 
beauties which travellers describe, except tlic shafts of the wooden 
columns, some pieces of glass, and some decayed paintings. From 
this we ascended by a winding; stair-case, still further to the very 


roots of the surroundin 
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place, no longer presents tbe busy scene which it must have displayed 
in the better times of this kingdom. Of all the trees which sur- 
rounded it, there is not one standing. The canals, of which the stones 
remain, are void of w’-ater; the houses, which surrounded the Maidan, 
are no longer inhabited ; and the very doors are all blocked up, 
so that there is now only a dead row of arches to be seen ail i*ound. 
The great market, which once spread the -whole area with tents, is 
now confined to one corner near the Nokara Kkanih. All the rest 
is quite empty ; scarcely a person is seen to pass along. I saw no 
traces erf the pavilion of the clock, which in the time of Chaedin 
so much amused the people by the mechanism of its puppets. The 
Me^id Shah or Eoyal Mosque is still a noble building, if I might 
Judge from its outside; although the lacquered tiles on the dome 
are in many places falling off. We did not go fiirther than the iron 
chain, which is thrown across the entrance of its great gate leading into 
the Maiden. The Mesjid of Louft Ollah is exteriorly in good repair. 

« The great bazar is entered under the Nokara Kkanih by a hand- 
some gate, the paintings on which still exist, but the large clock 
(of which however the plac» is still seen) iis no longer in exist- 
ence ; nor is there any trace of that al^, that was once on the very 
summit. The other side of the gate opens into the fine bazars (for- 
ttieidy called the Kaiseree) now the Bazdr Shahi 

Titoe are no modern bazars^ exc^t one built by Hajee Ma- 
HOHED Ho8SEI3V Khast, the second Minister. He has also made 
a new Chahar Bagh, in that part of the city towards the bridge, called 
Pool Hajoo, The bazars^ as 1 had occasion to observe at Shiraz^ 
are all laid out on nearly the same plan as those of Constantino- 
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from India, and their sugaxcandy from China. Large quantities of 
sugar come from Cairo also, through Suez. 

The Begierbeg, or Governor, gare the Envoy and his smte an en- 
tertainment which, in one particular only, was more splendid than 
those at Shiraz. The great court and all the avenues were here 
illuminated by a vast number of small lamps, which threw an immense 
blaze of light all over the place. A China drum which the Beglerbeg 
had been keeping for many years till a fit opportunity for the display 
should occur, was now brought forwards. It was suspended on high 
in the middle of the court. The fire was applied to it, but it emitted 
thick vapour with little explosions at intervals ; and though a meschal 
or great torch was at length tried, it only increased the smoke and 
stench, and proved too clearly, that the whole was a Chinese fraud, 
not unfrequently practised on the purchasers of their drums ; a little 
gunpowder was placed at the ends indeed, but the centre was stuffed 
with old rags- The other fireworks also were generally miserable, in 
comparison with those at Shiraz. The dinner, (instead of being served 
in the usual manner on the ground) was placed on tables framed for 
the occasion, and was piled up in enormous heaps. The Beglerbeg had 
the further attention to provide us with plates, spoons, knives, and 
forks, which were all in like manner made for the day's entertain- 
ment. ..The spoons were of silver, and that for the Envoy was 
of gold. . 

‘ ‘ The f report, which we had received on the road, that it was 
the intention of the government to detain the Envoy at Ispahan^ did 
not prove without foundation. The Begkrbeg said, “ that the Em- 
“ bassador was to st&j &t Ispahan to see the country at his leisure, 
“ and visit ail the fine buildings of the city.” However, at a private 
cojjference which Sir Harford had with him at the Gousk Khonih, 
ail this was changed, so that the Beglerbeg then more anxious 
wen than ourselves, that we should proceed to the capital with every 
pwfible ^pedition. He now urged on the Eavoy, promising aU Ms 
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assistance to enable him to reach Teheran, before the commencement 
of the mourning of the Mohari'em; engaging Ms own mules to convey 
us from Ispahan, and ordering two relays of one hundred and fifty 
each at Kasfian and at Korn. TMs anxiety was again seconded by a 
courier, who had arrived in two days from Teheran, and had 
brought the answers to the letters which we had dispatched from 
Khoneh Korreh. 


CHAP. X. 



ISPAHAN TO TEHERAN. 


DIPARTUEB FROM ISPAHAN — MOUECHEKOURD — SCENE OP THE 

VICTORY OP NADIR SHAH RUINS — THE BUND KOHEOOD— 

KASHAN — SALT DESERT — ROOM; TOMB — POOL DALLAUK ; AD- 
VENTURE IN THE NIGHT VIEW OP TEHERAN — APPROACH — 

ENTRANCE INTO THE CITY, 

On the 7th of February, accordingly we left Ispahan; our first day’s 
BEsarch, from Gomh KhonSh to Gcz, was a distance of ten miles only. 
On the right of the road is a village called Sayin^ which, as we were told, 
produces the b^t melons in the country. The soil, over which we tra- 
velled, was soft and crumbling, and strongly impregnated with salt, and 
in parts rendered muddy and swampy by the streams which intersect 
it. The weather was lowering on all sides, with a breeze from the 
Westward ; which here and there in little whirlwinds carried the sand 
high up into the air in columns, resembling water-spouts at sea. The 
whole plain is covered with ruins, from which only now and then a 
few unserable peasants crept out to gape at our passing troops. The 
dik€% cpt from the banks of the ^ irrigate the whole 

of plpi, apd produce a greato: appwance of cultivation than 



jn. The caramnserai at Ge 


were constructed at every stage on the road to Bagdad i nothing* 
indeed, can equal the truly royal establishments which Shah Abbas 
the Great maintained throughout his dominions for the accommodation 
of strangers. 

8th February. The bearing from Gez to Mourchckourd is N, W. 
and the distance by our computation is eighteen miles, %¥hich we 
travelled in six hours. At about seven miles, we came to a ruined 
caramnserai, built of the same materials and in the same neat maimer 
as that at Gez. Nearly facing it is a well, to which we descended by 
a path, excavated from the surface on an angle of forty-five degrees, 
and about fifty yards in length. We saw small fish swimming about 
in this well, which appeared to us to be a spring of fine and limpid 
water. After having travelled about six miles further, we came to a 
very handsome caravanserai. We had discovered it immediately on 
ascending the summit of a range of hills, over which the road carried 
us. It is situated on the right of the road, and, with its bath and 
reservoirs on the left, was built by the motlier of Shah Abbas. The 
structure has suffered less, than any other which we have seen, by 
the iniuries of time and man. It is built of brick on a foundation 
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although the "weather on the plain was delightfully serene and mild. 
The soil is hard, in some places argillaceous. The whole country, 
which we had passed in the day's march, was poor and depo- 
pulated, though the ruins in different parts of the plain, speak that 
it was once enlivened and enriched by men. As we approached 
Jfowrciieterd we found indeed cultivation, and the kamuts which 
produce it. 

9th. From Mourchekourd a caravanserai which we were to pass, 
bore by our compass N. 15 W. a distance of twelve miles. The 
road was good, on an arid plain, bounded by inconsiderable moun- 
tains. The caravanserai itself was another of those structures, which 
in the latter part of our route we had so often admired. From this 
point we continued for eight miles over rising and falling ground to a 
second caravanserai called Aga Kemal, but pronounced short without 
the g, Aakemal. Around %ve saw a little cultivation and a few poplars ; 
all the rest is desert. On the left, bearing West, is the small territory 
of Joshoogmf containing the three villages of Bendai, Khosroabadf 
and Vazvcm^ which we descried at the distance of about four miles, 
situated imder a red hill at the extremity of the plain. From Aga 
Kemal we ascended mountains entirely covered with snow, which, 
fkan its appearance indeed, may remain there throughout the whole 
year.* The distance to Kokrood was still twelve miles, which we 
travelled by sun-set, having set off at five in the morning. By 
the bearing of elevated hills we arranged our whole march to the 
direction N. 10 W. 

As we descended into the valley of Kohrood, which from the depth 
of the snow was a work of some trouble, we noticed a pretty little 
bubbling stream, which, winding through the vale, %vatered a succes- 
sion of cultivated spots and plantations of apple, pear, poplar, and 
walnut i trees. The town is built on the side of a mountain. We 
^Mcd 'the night in the caravanserai, where our accommodations were 
ihdifcent, and our rest, of which we were in great want, was broken 
by the iaces^t noise and wrangling our Persian attendants. 



on the road from excessive 


Close to the road is the tomb of one of the inferior saints of Persia, with 


name 


mountains*' of 
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Highest point. It rises in a very symmetrical cone abruptly from a 
long and unbroken range. It is covered with eternal snows, but its 
height is more easily deduced from the distance to which it is visible. 
In a direct line from the caravanserai of Gueberabad, that distance 
could not have been less than one hundred and fifty miles; and ihe 
Persians declare that it can be seen even at Ispahan from the minaret 
of the Mesjid Shah, which is at least two hundred and forty miles 
distant. We descended rapidly into the plain towards JlasA an: here 
we were met by a large istakball, which accompanied us to the 
Northern side of the city with all the noises of Persian rejoicings.* ** 

Prom Kashan we continued along the immense plain ; the moun- 
tains, which bind it on the North, just appeared in the lightest blue 
tints on the edge of the horizon. From Kashan to our encampment 
at Nusserabad, we saw on the skirts E. and W. of the plain several 
villages, and with them cultivation. On the left of the road ' were 
Cosac, Kep, Ser, Badgoon, Rouand, Corabad: on the right, Aroim^ 
Britgoli, Nouchabad, and Ali Abad. We reckoned the total length of 
jifiie day's journey at thirty miles (on a bearing of N. 20 W.) viz. eight 
to Gueherabady thirteen to Kashan^ and nine to Nusserabad. In former 
days the people of Nusserabad were noted for their idleness and pro- 
pensity to voluptuousness, so that a fine gentleman is still called a 
Mirza of Nusserabad. 

Oa the morning of the 11th we quitted our tents two hours before 
sun-rise, as we had a march of forty miles before us to Room; the 
Persians call the distance Mteen fursungs. We continued our route 



* « At Kashan, according to the second Minister of the kingdom, who seemed devoutly 
to <aredit his own stoiy, is a well, which m did not see. There is a descent of six 
P months to the bottom, and in the different stages of the journey the traveller comes to 

** plaim and rivers. Some have gone down and never appeared again. These are tales 
“ whidi to a Persian are not incredible, though thqr wiH not believe that the streets of 
are lighted, or that there are in Europe houses seven stories high.” ^ 



and constituting indeed the commencement of the great 
:>f Persia, which, according to the people of the country, 
to tlie confines of Usbeck TarUmj. The principai part of 
ich we passed was a soil strongly impregnated with salt, 
■ain or snow', renders the roads difficult and dangerous, 
was favourable during our passage, and we crossed wdth” 
mveiiience (except that of a heavy mud) a part of the 
d by caravans and travellers in winter journies. We tra- 


Nature, in some places, amid the stupendous masses of rock which 







Envoy, who rode in. the takht-^-rmanj-^OB in some danger in passing 
over a bridge, for one of the mules slipping threw him nearly into 
the stream. 

Koom is ^teemed a holy city ; it enclc^es the tombs of many saints, 
and among others that of the sister of Im aum Reza. The present 
King made a row before he ascended the throne, that if he should ever 
succeed to the crown he would enrich the city of Koo??« by buildings, 
and exempts its inhabitants from paying tribute. He has fulfilled his 
vow, and has built a large medressi or college near the tomb of the 
sister of Imaum Reza, and gives great encouragement to the learned 
people who resort to it. He covered the cupola of the tomb itself 
with gold plates (instead of the lacquered tiles which he removed), and 
he is said to spend one hundred thousand tomauns annually, in the 
embellishments of these monuments. The riches of tliis tomb are said 
to be immense, and they are augmented every year by some new 
donation in jewdry and precious stones fi’om the King* s wives, and the 
great men of the court. The tomb of Imaum Reza himself is in the 
city of Mesched. 

l£th. The morning presented to us a dark and tlireatening atmos- 
phere, and a country covered with snow. It had fallen in the night 
to a depth of six inches. We however proceeded on to Pool Dallcmkt 
a distance of twelve miles ; leaving our heavy ba^age behind, as the 
Envoy was particularly anxious to reach the capital, before the com- 
mencement of the mourning of Mokarrem. North of Koom there is a 
small river called the Kkour-e-Shootur. The plain was much soaked 
with the melted snow; we r^ched the caravanserai at Pool Dallauk 
at an early hour, intending to depart again at ten o’clock at night. 
This place dmVes its name from a barber who repaired the bridge, 
originally built by Shah Abbas over the river, which runs E. 
ahd W. before the caravmmraL The water of this stream, and 
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After baring refi'eshed our cattle and ourselves, rre made preparatiojis 
to depart at ten o’clock. The night was A^ery dark, and owr Mchman- 
dar (Avho had not shewn an inclination to S('cond our desires of 
proceeding ivilh all dispatch) now opposed every difficiilty whicli he 
could devise: he expatiated on tlie danger of imdertaking the. journey 
by night, and talked of certain j>asses on the road, where travellers 
had been lost and never more heard of. He Avas in fact an old man, 
unaccustomed to the activity of our proceedings. Yet lie Avas not the 
only one, who Avas disappointed and surprised at the celerity of our 
moA’ements. 

The chiefe of the teiit-pitehers and of the muleteers, who had at- 
tended former missions, had passed months on the road, and thus 
secured a profit on the pay of their people and their mules, which the 
shortness of our engagement greatly reduced. Our joumies Avere 
compared with the celebrated march^ of their late King Aga Ma- 
homed Khast, Arho waged so many wars Avith Lootf Aei Kiiait ; 
but those, who considered it incompatible Avith the dignity of a 
great man to move fast, said that avc were rather choppers (couriers) 
than Embassadors. Yet the greatest distance that we eA'er travelled in 
one day Avas forty miles, and we employed thirty-five days in a 
journey of about six hundred and fifty miles, at an average perhaps of 
nineteen miles a day. 

When Ave were unmoved by his forebodings, our Mehmandar endea- 
voured to sooth us into compliance to his wishes, by sending us a 
variety of savoury dishes for our dinner, whieb however only renews 
om* spirits, and increased our eagerness to procml. We accordingly 
mounted our horses. The troop had already advanced with much of 
our baggage. The Envoy (preceded by two people, who by courtesy 
were called guides, and followed by the Mehmandar and the gentlemm 
of the suite) had not travelled half a mile from the caravamerm, when 
his conductors declared that they had lost the road. After long and 
fruitle^ exertion, bewildered more and more by tho«e who had under- 
taktai onr direction, we resolved to return to the caraommrm, and to 
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take a fresh departure. Even tliis became impracticable, for the 
town was not to be found. The Mehmandar then, seemingly in great 
trouble, went forward himself to seek the place, and after much 
delay returned to us, bringing along with him a poor wretch, w^hose 
hands he had tied behind his back, and to whom he occasionally 
administered blows. This was our new conductor, but he was so 
much frightened, that he could not proceed, until the Envoy pledged 
himself, that he should meet with no harm; but on the contrary 
should receive a reward of fifteen tomamis, if he led us in safety to 
Kimr-a-gird. We again advanced, and were again unsuccessful ; our 
new guide was more perverse or more stupid than his predecessors, 
and we were once more obliged to return in the hope of regaining 
the caravanserai. In search of this place we roamed about four long 
and melancholy hours, hearing the cries of wanderers, as we supposed 
like ourselves, in all parts of the plain. Unfortunately we had then 
no compass with us, nor was there a star to be seen that might direct 
us. At length however we espied a light, which happily proceeded 
from the wails of our caravanserai, and guided us again to it. 

We departed again the next morning, and discovered to our sur- 
prise that the road, which to us had been rendered so intricate, led 
straight to the opening of the mountains through which we were to 
pass. It was impossible therefore to wander firom it except pur- 
posely, and the Mekmander at length acknowledged that he had 
himself contrived the delay, and the mortification of the preceding 
night. The Envoy refused to speak to him, threatened a complaint 
t04>the King, and terrified him so effectually, that with every oath 
common to a Persian, he cursed himself as “ an old fool, and a stupid 
** senseless wretch." The Envoy at length relented, and assured him 
that he had nothing to fear. At the distance of six miles from Pool 
Halhuh, we entered the swamp of Kaveer, which (to its termination 
at called Haoaz Sultan) we crossed in three hours, 

a length of ten miles. It is part of the great desert which reaches into 
the sod of/ w is composed of a mixture (at least equal) 
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of salt and earth. Though the road therefore, c<ver which -vve travelled, 
is as good as those in any other direction across the swamp* it is 
frequently aftiw rains impassable : as the horses, which in our passage 
were up to the fetlock, are up to their bellies in less favourable 
^veailicr. 

,, At Hiiooz Sultan w’e were met by an Officer with a letter from the 

King, expressing his thanks for the infonnation communicated to him 
I by the Envoy, of the defeats which “ the common enemy” had received 

f in Spain, and inviting Mm to arrive at Ms capital without delay. 

We proceeded, and came to the MuHuk~al~Moaf, a kind of pass 
leading through an extent of broken country, which, forming a laby- 
rinth of little hills and intricate nooks, has not unfrequently been a 
real cause of difficulty to travellers, and to a certain degree embarrassed 
us till we reached Kimr-^-gird. In the dells were a variety of streams 
wMch were nearly salt The land itsglf bears evident marks of the 
i action of fire* The soaprwort is the most common shrub all over the 

i face of the country, but no use is mads of it. About tv;o fursungs 

from Kmar-a-gird w'e crossed a large salt stream, running from W. to 
E. and just before it w'e were greeted by an istakhaU. Our march on 
this day was forty miles. We passed the night in a large caravanserai 
built by the present King at Kinar-a-gird ; where the Mehmandar^ 

I regardless of Ms late disgrace, again behaved ill, for his servants w^ere 

suffered to intrude on the space which had been reserved for us. 

I Erom Kimr-a-gird to Teheran is six fursungs, which we. called 

I sixteen miles. We continued along the plain for two miles, crossing 

I numerous channels of water which are carried from the stream by 

I Kinar-a~gird. We then wound among some small hills for four 

i miles, when the plain of Teheran opened upon us, bounded from E. to W. 

by a lofty range of mountains. Clouds generally rest on their sum- 
) mits, and the snow at tMs time covered their very roots. On the West 

and high above them is the peak of Detmwend. 
i Teheran^ as we descended gradually into the plain, bore N. 25 E. of 

I us. On the right are the ruins of the ancient city of Ecy, scattered i» 
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grmt profiision at the foot of the nearer nioimtains. The soil of the 
plain is salt, and of course very soft, intersected by a great number 
of dikes, which being well replenished with water had rendered the 
road extremely difficult. As we approached Teheran, we were met by 
frequent istakballs, in the principal of which was Norooz Khan, 
one of the King's relations, and Master of the Ceremonies. The 
mob increased greatly as ive came to the town walls. At the gate, 
through which we passed, were posted files of soldiers of the new corps, 
dressed something like Russians and disciplined after the European 
manner. We passed through small streets of miserable buildings, and 
saw notMng that indicated royalty. At length we dismounted at the 
house of Hajee Mahomed Hossein Ksan, the second Minister, 
where we were treated with chairs and tables, which had been provided 
by our host. Though it had been his own rmdence, and though he 
had just removed from it to ma^ room for the Embassy, we found it a 
mansion far less respectable than any that we had seen either at Shiraz 
or Ispahan. Ail the riches are collected on the throne, and all around 
is::pov^,:^^:jre^:or:al!y||5^^^ 

The reception of His hdto^ty*»: j|ii8sion, from our entrance into 
Persia to our arrival in the cfi^itad, was marked with the most ready 
attention, and the high^t honours from all classes ; and our journey 
was now dc®ed at Teheran by paitmtor a»d gratifying distimrions. 











CHAP. XI 


VISIT .EEOM THE SECONC-.^ISTrSTER— THE COHET POET — PIKST' 
CONFEREWCE — CEEEMOWAt, ,OP .THE PUBLIC INTEODUCTION — 

PEESENTS'TO THE KI'K'o" BE'^UOHT BY THE ENVOY OBDEE OP' 

THE PEOCESSION PEESENTATION — THE KING OF PERSIA — 

PEACOCK THRONE THE COURT THE PALACE — THE PRIME 

MINISTER ; HIS LEVEE PERSIAN TRAVELLER — ^PRESENT TO 

THE ENVOY- — CEREMONIES OP THE MOHARREM. 
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tions. When the poet was introduced to the Envoy, the conversation 
turned on poetry and the works of the bard himself. He was extolled 
above the skies ; all exclaimed that in this age he had not an equal on 
earth, and some declared that he was superior even to Ferdousi, the 
Homer of their country. To all this the author listened with very 
complacent credulity, and at length recited some of his admired effu- 
sions. His genius, however, is paid by something more substantial 
than praise ; for he is a great favourite at court, and, according to my 
Persian informers, receives from the King a gold tomaun for every 
couplet; and once indeed secured t&e remission of a large debt due to 
the King by writing a poem in his praise. Yet the people, from whom 
the supplies of this munificaftoe ai® drawn, groan whenever they hear 
that the poet’s muse has been productive. Having exhausted the topics 
of the weather, and the relative temperature and air of Teheran, Ispa- 
han, and Shiraz, our host took hk leave, telling us that the house was 
our own, a common compliment of the East. In the evening the 
Envoy went to a conference with him, and settled some points of im- 
portance in the ne^ciation. The ceiwionial of the Envoy’s 
presentatiofn to the King on the followir^ day was then arranged; 
and it was agreed tibat the audiencse should be exactly the same as that 







given to Embassadors at Constantinople. 

On the morrow accordingly wo made 6V#y preparation of form for 
Otar intrckitiction; and each appOEtned in green 'slippetiS wRh high heels, 
and red efoth stockings, thft ’ court dr^s always worn before the King 
of Persia. E^rly in the afoising WO r^elved a message desiring us 
to be in r^diness. At about twelve o’clock we proceeded tO the 
palace. The |jresmts fra- die Eirig were laid out on a piece of white 
satin wer di&/-f' it':(joas.fete{i of'fHis‘*B#itanidb ' Majesty’s' pio- 
ton ietroiihii eamts<'valued 

atAwenty thohsand which Windsor 

C&lb' was carved in iv^y ;/Wbon *0# the Yictdty, 

^ 'IhioodigtOiieMosmc 


'iililliliilp 







TEHERA^r. 


lil 

box for opium. The King’s letter (which was moanted in a highly 
ornamented bhie morocco box, and covered with a case of white satin, 
and an degant net) was also laid on a piece of white satin. The 
Envoy carried the letter, and I the presmts. Whm we went forwards 
to place them in the takht-€»ramn (the litter), and again, when tide 
procession advanced, the tnimpet sounded “ God save the King.” 

The orda* of the procmion was as follow* : 


Officers of the King of Pasia, 

Led horses belonging to the Envoy, v 

Native officers of cavalry, swords drawn, 

' The trumpeter, 

Four troopers, 

-s’ The , 

Guard of native cavalry, swords drawn, 

Persian officers of the Envoy’s household, in scarlet and ^dd, dismcwnted, 

The Envoy, 

The Secretary and Gentlemen of the Mission, 

Guard of native cavalry under Cornet ‘W illock, with drawn swords, 

colours displayed, 

Sarvants, &c. 



The procession proceeded through miserable streets, which were 
crowded by the curious, until we came to the large Maidm, at the 
entrance of which were a lion and m iMtr. It thm tenwi -to 

the right, and, crossing h'T'® * bridgf^ CTitercd into the Ark m fortified 
Palace of the King, tibe building which oontairas every part of the 
royal household. ii®re the Envoy, as a mark of respect to the King of 
ftma, ordered the guard to sheath swords. Thwe were troops on 
ytlih fades, and cannon in several parts, and when we rwhed the first 
chart, %o very thick lines of soldiers were ranged to form an avenue 
for uai wh^diwp&aed and dressed sonwthsng site* our manner. 
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and ivent througli their exercise as we passed. About thirty paces 
from the Imperial gate the takht-e-ravan stopped : we then dismounted, 
and the Envoy and I advancing uncovered to it, took out the King’s 
letter and the dish of presents. We proceeded through dark passages, 
until we came to a small room, where were seated Noeooz Khan 
(a relation of the royal family, and Ish Agassi^ or Master of the 
Ceremonies) and Mahomed Hussein Khan Me evee, a favourite 
of the King, and a deputy Lord Chamberlain, with other noblemen, 
who were waiting to entertain us. Our presentation was to take 
place in the Khaket Khmih, or private Hall of Audience, for it 
was then the Ashooreh of the month of Mohartem^ a time of mourning, 
when all matters of ceremony or of business are suspended at court : 
the King of Persia therefore paid a signal respect to his Britannic 
Majesty, in fixing the audience of his Envoy so immediately after 
2iis arrival, and more particularly at a season when public affairs are 
so generally intermitted. 

After we had sat here about half an hour, smoked, and drank 
coffee, the Master of the Ceremonies informed us that the King was 
ready, and we proceeded again. > We entered the great court of the 
Dewan Khmeh, (the Hall of Public Audience) on all sides of whidh 
stood officers of the household, and in the centre walk were files of the 
new-raised troops, disciplined after the European manner, who went 
, through the platoon as we passed, while the little Persian drummers 
l^t their drums, s The line presented arms to the Envoy, and tlie 
officeiE saluted. In the middle of the Dewan KkonSh was the famous 
throne built at Yezd of the marble of the place, on which the King 
sits in public, but to which we did not approach sufficiently near for 
any accurate observation. We ascended two step® oni the left, and 
then . passed wider arched.\ways into another spaciousi court filled in 
j fte same manueEr j) but. tile men were mostly sitting down, and did 
as we appitoacbedi.* -We crbss«i the centto of this court, and 
«aiiii'.dU'4a.8maU ^aiKl.fmeaa'dcK>ry>wlMcbAed':'US-'ffitough a dark and 




ssage. Wfitea we were arrh'ed at tlie end of it we found 
more wretched, and worse indeed than that of any English 


the extremity ot a room, open m ti-ont Dy large windows, w'as me 
King in person. When we were opposite to him, the Master of the 
Ceremonies stopped, and we ali made low bows j we approached 
most slowly again, and at another angle stopped and bowed again. 


“ Sir Harpord Jokes, Baronet, Emlmssador from your Majest/s 
“ Brother, the King of England, having brought a letter and some 
“ presents, requests to approach the dust of your Ma-iesty's feet: 
** (Hag pace mobarek hashed, literally,) that the dust of your feet may 
“ be fortunate.” 


The King from the room said in a loud voice, “ Kkosh Amedeed, 
“ you are welcome ” We then took off our slippers, and went into the 
royal presence. When we were entered, the Envoy , walked up 
towards the tiirone with the letter j Mirza Shbffeea, the- ^ 
Minister, met him half way, and taking it from him, carried it up and 
placed it before the King;. he then came back and received the pre- 
sents from my hands, and laid them in the same place. >. The Envoy 
then commenced a written speech to the King in- English, which at 
first startled his Majesty, but semied to ples^ him much, as soon as 
jAF,mi, --Khan,, the En^ish.,KesidTOt forward 

and read it in Persian. The original was as foljbws ; . ^ < 
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“ May it phase yato' Majesty, 

“The King my Master, willing to renew and strengthen those 
« ties of friendship and alliance which subsisted between the Kings 
« of Persia and of England, has deputed me to the foot of your 
Majesty's throne, with the expresriOTi of tiim His Royal wishes and 
“ intentions. • 

“ To have been charged with such a commissi(Hi, I shall always 
“consider as the most distinguished and honourable event of my 
“ life i and, when I thus deliver to your Majesty the letter of my most 
“ gracious and Royal Master, I feel confident in being honoured with 
« y>0{iF Migesty* s protectiem and fiivour. 

“ May the Great JMsposer of all events grant your Majesty an 
“increase of honour and prosperity, and may the friendship and 
“ interests of England and Persia henceforward become inseparable.” 

The King then answered in return, that the states had been long 
allied, and he hoped that the friendship would increase daily j this the 
Prime Minister explained. King then said, “ How does the King 
“ of Engiand, my Brother? I^amaugMst chmk f How is his 
“ tealth He then asked, if thk were the son of the former King, with 

whose subjects he had had communications, and when he was told 
that the same King was stiU reigning, he exclaimed, “ the Erench 
“ have^^told liesm that' also!” * (For they had spread the report that 
the King of England was dead.^ The Envoy was then conducted to a 

and painted Chair placed for him, an honour never paid before to 
any Mission. I stood on his right; Jaffer Ali Khan on his left; 
MrEZA Shepfeea; the Prime Minister, next to me ; Hajeb Maho- 
TtfEiD HossEin ^Khas,’ the Ameen-ed-Dmlak, and Mirza Reza 
'Kdb'EiV'hnotheirW theMimstes, succeeded; and the Master nf the 
Uriradibhies cleeCd*‘tife''hiie. '^ T^ gentlemen stood in a row 

Ihe Kiiig; ifil^ntoed 'tife' Envoy that ‘the choice which his 
'King bf'Bi3^tM’^had^*Bade as a Minister in' 

m^'PerAil agimfe hirii'; he then inquired ' 
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mental furniture of Persia. It is said to have cost one hundred 
thousand 

We saw the whole court to disadvantage during our first visit : it was 
then the days of mourning, and the King himself did not at that time 
wear his magnificent and cdebrated omaments of precious stones. He 
appeared m db mtebee of a very dark ground, embroidered with large 
gold flowers, and trimmed with a dark fur over the shoulders, down the 
the breast and on the sleeves. On his liead he wore a species of cylin- 
drical cro^vn covered with pearl and precious stones, and surmounted 
by a light feather of diamonds. Hd rested on a pillow embossed 
on every part with pearl, and terminated at each extremity by a thick 
tassel of pearl. On the left of the throne ivas a basin of water in 
which small fountains played ; and on its borders ivere placed vases 
set ivith precious stones. On the right, stood six of the King's sons 
richly dressed : they were of different sizes and ages ; the eldest of 
them (brother by the same mother to the Prince of Shiraz) %vas the 
yiceroy of Teheran^ and possessed much authority in the state. On 
the left behind the basin stood five pages, most elegantly dressed in 
vdvets and silks : one held a crown similar to that which the King wore 
©a his head ; the second held a splendid swmrd ; the third a shield and 
a mace of gold and pearls ; the fourth , a bow and arrows set with 
jewels; and the fifth a crachoir similarly ornamented. When ^ the au- 
dience was finished, the King desired one of his Ministers to 
inquire from Jaffee Ali Khan (the English Agent) what the 
foreigners said of him, and whether they praised and admired his 
appearance. 

The room in which we were introduced to the King was painted and 
gilded in every part. On the left from the window is a large painting 
of a combat between the Persians and Russians, in which the King 
appws at full length a white horse, and makes the most conspi- 
figure in the whole composition. The. Persians of course 
imi' ifktorious, and are very busily employed in. killing the Russians, 
who sittn to be falling a sufficaodtiy , easy prey ; at a farther end of the 




and muskets without doing much apparent execution. 
Teat picture, is another of equai dimensions, which re- 
Shah ill the chase, having iust pierced a deer wifii a 


of Europe, and knew perfectly the name of every Minister employed 
either within the state or on foreign service; and was deeply vemed 
in the particular interests of Persia. He had acquired something of 


OXAPARTE 


Sir Harpord told him that it was very true 


com|^ny (whose face during the different relatiotos had ' exliibited 
signs of 'much astonishment, and som^imes doubt) stopped liim. 
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and said, “ I can believe any thing else but that they light the 
“ streets with globe lamps: you can never make me believe that. Pray 
“ who will pay for themi^’ 

Mirza Sheffeea entertained us with a breakfast more elegant 
than any of the similar meals to which we had been invited. 
Just before we were rising to depart, the Minister, after having 
talked much on the hopes which he cherished, that the friendship 
of the two nations would long subsist, pulled a diamond ring 
from off his own finger, and placed it on the Envoy^s, saying, 
“And that I may not be thought to be insincere in my profes- 
“ sions, let me beg of you to accept this as a pledge of my fiiend- 
“ ship for you; and I intreat you to wear it for my sake.” This gift, 
imlike the generosity of Persian presents, was really handsome ; it was 
a beautiful stone, perfect in all its parts. 

On the 33d we were invited by the Jemidars (Indian officers) of 
the Envoy’s guard, to see that part of the ceremony of the Mohar~ 
rent which was appropriated to the day. We ascended an elevated 
platform, surrounded by a great crowd of Persians and Indians, and 
seated ourselves on Nummuds prepared for us. On one side was a 
small ornamented temple, in which was represented the tomb of the 
Jmmm ; and all around it were the Indians who had changed their 
sqgpnentels fora variety of fantastical habits, after the feshion of 
their own coimtry. As every Indian can him /aMr, the greater part 
Jiad assumed that character to perform the ceremonial of this feast. 
Many of them arose, and made long speeches (for every man has this 
liberty) on the death of the Imaum, though they intermixed much extra- 
neous matter. After this a Persian Mollah, a young man of a brisk 
and animated appearance ascended a temporary pulpit, and commenced 
a species of chaunted sermon proper for the day. At the end of every 
period, he was answered in chorus by the multitude : and when he 
waa nearly at the end, and had reached the most pathetic part of his 
hsetmgm, he gave the rignal for the people to beat their breasts, which 
they '(Ma«»W(lin#y with much s«isang sincerity, keeping time to his 
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clianting. When the MoUah (lad finished, a high and cumbrous |»te 
was brought into the scene. It was ornamented, nith different coloured 
silks and feathers, and on the summit were fixed two curious weapons 
made of tin, and intended to represent the swords of Ali. This hearj 
machine %vas iiandied by a man who, having made his obeisance to it 
(by first bowing his head, then kissing it) took it up with both his 
hands, and then amidst increasing applauses balanced it on his girdle, 
on his breast, and on his teeth. Next, on a small temporary stage, ap- 
peared several figures, ’who acted that part of the tragedy of the history 
of the Imaum appointed for the day. It consisted of the death of 
the two children of his sister Fatme, 'vrho, at the close of the 
performance "were killed by Ameer, one of the officers of Yezid. TIm 
actors each held in their hands their speeches w'ritten on paper, which 
they read with great action and vociferation, and excited much interest 
in their audience, so that many sobbed and wept aloud ; and w'hen the 
ceremonial required the beating of breasts, many perfoimed that part 
-with a species of ferocious zeal, which seemed to be jealous of louder 
intonations from any breast than their own. In a part of the scene 
were then introduced ’vvater-carriers, who were emblematical of the 
thirst of the at his dying moments. They Ixire on their backs 

bullocks’ skins filled mth water, no inconsiderable weight ; but in ad- 
dition, they each received five weli-groivn boys, and under the united 
burthen walked round a circle ten feet in diameter, three times con- 
secutively. 

On the following night the Envoy and I visited tite Ameen-^d^D&ukk 
Hajee Mohamed Hossein Khan. At his house, Misza Shef- 
feea, Hajee Moiiamed Hussein Khan Mervee, Fatii Ali 
Khan the poet, and other great men were assembled. The comme- 
moration of the death of Hossein was performing in his court-yard; 
and when the Moliah begun to read that part of the ceremonial 
appointed for the day, the windows of the room, in w'hich we 
were seated, were thrown open, and we all changed our positions, and 
sat with our fhces towards the Moliah. His preaching lasted about an 
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hour, and was followed bj tlie representation of that part of the history 
of Hosseiis^s death, which succeeded the scene performed on the 
preceding erening. First came Hoss bin's horse, with his turban on 
the saddle. Then, in a row on chairs, were seated Yezid, with three 
others ; one of whom, dressed in tlie Em'opean habit, represented an 
European Embassador, (Elchee Firing.) Zain Labedeen, Hossein's 
brother, chained, and with a triangular wooden collar round his 
neck, appeared as a captive before Yezid, and was followed by his 
sister and children. Yezids executioner treated them with much 
barbarity, repelling the women when they implored his protection; 
and using the captives fwith great insult, at the instigation of Yezid. 
When Zain Labedeen, by Yezid’s was brought to be 

beheaded, the EZc/iee Fe’nng implored his pardon, which instead of 
appeasing the tyrant, only produced an order for putting the Elchee 
himself to death. All this scene produced great lamentation among 
the spectators, who seemed to vie with each other in tlie excess of 
their weeping, and in the display of all the signs of grief. The Prime 
Minister cried incessantly ; the Ameen-ed-Dowlah covered his face 
with both his hands, and groaned aloud ; Mahomed Hussein 
Khan Meevee made at intervals very vociferous complaints. In 
some I could perceive real tears stealing doivn their cheeks, but in 
most I suspect that the grief was as much a piece of acting as the 
tragedy which excited it. The King himself always cries at the cere- 
mony ; his servants therefore are obliged to imitate hun. When the 
mob passed the window, at which we were seated, they again beat 
their breasts most furiously. 

25 th. This day was the last of the MoJiarrem, when all those, 
who had performed the ceremonies peculiar to this season, appeared 
before the King, He was seated in a more elevated chamber, which 
looked towards the Maidan. A tent had been pitched for the Envoy, 
who was invited to attend, but he was too unwell to venture out. The 
representation of the day happened, indeed, to be incomplete. A 
strange circumstance had occurred at a village near Teheran^ which 
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so mucli frightened the man appointed to personify Hosseiis' before 
his Majesty, that in fear of the same fate he absconded. His alamr 
was natural, for at this village the man who perfonned the part of 
the executioner chose to act to tlie letter, what was only intended as a 
very bloodless representation; and when Hossf.ix was brought before 
him to be beheaded, he cut off the poor actor’s head. For this the 
King fined him one hundred tomaum. His Majesty was pleased to 
take much notice of the Indians, whose ceremonial seemed to affect 
him much more than the others. Some keep the Moharrem three 
days later. 
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GENEBAI, VIEW OP THE NEGOCIATIONS — TREATIES SIGNED — EX- 
CHANGED — PERSIAN LETTER TO THE ENVOY — PUNISHMENT OF 

THEFT EVE OF THE NOROOZ PRESENTS DISTRIBUTED BY 

THE KING — NOROOZ OF ANCIENT PERSIA — ENTERTAINMENT 

GIVEN BY THE KING ANNUAL PRESENTS AMUSEMENTS OF 

THE DAY — RACES — BREED OF HORSES THE ZOOMBAREEK AR- 

TILLERY — INTERVIEW WITH THE MINISTERS ; WITH THE KING 

KALAAT FROM THE KING — FRENCH TREATY — PUBLICITY OF 

PERSIAN DIPLOMACY — GATE OF THE PALACE DISMISSAL OF 

THE FRENCH LETTER TO THE KING OF ENGLAND — DIS- 

PATCHES PROM THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF INDIA — CONDUCT 
OF THE PERSIAN MINISTERS; OF THE KING — APPOINTMENT 
AND HISTORY OF MIRZA ABUL HASSAN, ENVOY EXTRAORDI- 
NARY TO ENGLAND. 

The details of the subsequent progr^s of the negociation were dadj 
minuted in my journal'; but they involve so many personal considera- 
tjcTO that they could not be fairly published, even if I had not acquired 
the hafomation by confidential and oSciaJ opportunities. I sacrifice, 
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therefore, but with deep regret the power of doing that justice to the 
merits of the British Envoy which the simple narrative, without one com- 
ment, would have afforded, I must content myself with adding, that Sir 
IlAitFORD JojTEs Succeeded in his great object; and concluded a treaty 
witli Persia (where the French mftuence had already baffled and driven 
away one English agent) by which the French, in their turns, were ex- 
pelled, and our influence was restored; at a time when, instead of co- 
operation, he experienced only counteraction from the British Govern- 
ment of India, and encountered all the rivalry of the. active and able 
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mshed, and instantly mote out a cori'esponding form of Treaty, to 
which (rather than start a difficulty about indiftereiit words) he 
assented. They were then so anxious that he should immediately 
attend them to the King's Summer Palace to sign, that they would not 
give him time to translate it into English : he however refused to sign 
a Persian treaty, till the English copy was ready. Thej’^ so little 
expected this refusal, that they had already, by the King's desire, 
sent thirty mule-loads of fruits, sherbets, and sweetmeats to celebrate 
the event at the new palace ; and were of course displeased and disap- 
pointed. At another time, in the middle of a very serious conversation, 
the Prime Minister stopped short, and asked the Envoy very coolly 
to tell him the history of the world from the creation. This was in- 
tended as a joke upon one of the Secretaries, who was then writing 
the annals of the reign of the present King. On another occasion, in 
which the same Minister was deeply and personally interested, and in 
which he invoked every thing sacred to attest his veracity, and con- 
\''ince the Envoy, (now, “ by the head of the King then, “ by 
“ Mecca;” then, “ by the salt of Path Am Shah”) he turned to 
me in a pause of his discourse, and asked if I were married, and begun 
some absurd story. 

; These circumstances, however characteristic of the people, may 
appear' trifling in themselves, or at least indicative of minds, over 
which an European Negociator might easily attain an ascend- 
ancy. It is necessary therefore to premise, that the real diffi- 
culties of our situation were never diminished by any deficiency of 
address and diplomatic finesse in the Persian Plenipotentiaries. 
Every fresh dispatch which the Prench received from Europe, while 
it contributed to raise the spirits and activity of our rivals them- 
selves, enabled the Pemians also to assume a higher tone of decision 
between our contending interests, while the only communications fi’om 
bis countrymen which Sir Haefoed Jones received in Persia, 
were tlwe which would have baffled the hopes and discouraged the 





sitions of the court of Persia, he retained the same firm and uiiber 


^eral thej are profoundly ignorant of both. The Prime Minister 


NaksM Rustam. The Chief Secretary, who seemed to hai'e read mud 


had still escaped their observation; and they had still, according to 
the fK)pular Wief, substituted Rustam for Sha^pWi as tite hero of 
those representaticms. To this conversation, supper succeeded ; as 


who were never introduced except into a court 


word “witnesses 







202 TJBHERAN. 

justice. At length the Envoy produced the precedent of treaties signed 
at Constantinople, where the form is invariably used. They acquiesced 
immediately: but another difficulty succeeded, “ Should the year of 
our Lord precede the ifeycror The Secretary proposed that in our 
copy of the Treat}’’, our era should stand first, and that the order 
should be reversed in that which they were to keep. At last the 
Minister, who suspected that the Secretary was inclined to create 
difficulties, finished every argument by declaring that “as Jesus 
“ Cheist lived before Mahomed, there could be no doubt but that 
“ hh tarikh should stand first” The Secretary, who is esteemed one 
of the first composers, and one of the best penmen in Persia, resisted 
the plainness of the language, which Sir Haeford dictated for the 
insertion of the date, and produced something so unlike a diploma- 
tic style, and so full of figurative expressions, that it was rejected 
totally on our parts. Mieza Sheffeea then took up the pen, and 
drew up a simpler formulary, which, with a few emendations, was 
admitted. The Secretary was then desired to copy it into the Treaty ; 
but he seemed . indignant to find that a date was only to be plain 
matter of fact, and begged hard to make it a little finer. Mirza 
Sheffeea however desired him to write as he had written, and this 
was at length accomplished with great difficulty. Then came the 
business of signing. The Prime Minister, Mirza Sheffeea, first took 
up-the pen, and putsdown Ms own namd and that of his brother Plenipo- 
tentiary, who was unable to sign Mmself. After signing, came sealing. 
The Secretary applied the seals, Mirza Sheffeea crying out to 
him, Bezun^ Bezm, or, “ strike, strike,” as if he had been striking a 
bargain in the bazar. In the act of signing and sealing the parties 
made frequent exclamations, such as, “ God grant the friendship 
between the two states may be binding!” “ May this prove a for- 
** tunate day.” “ Let us hope that nothing may ever break this bond.” 
.To aW which every one present emphatically and repeatedly resounded 
“ Imk AUah ! God .grant it 1” ' . ' , = ; . ■ • . ^ . 
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nour increase. 


fortune, that, notwithstanding the great desire I had to see you, the 


Russian aifairs, I can^t prove myself useftil to you in order to 


other, therefore I employ my nights and days to do injury to the 
Russians, which is die only content I have at present I hope that. 
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“ in the course of a short time, I may be able to send you some Russian 
« heads as rarities, and as a fine present from me to you, and I hope 
« to be able to meet with some opportunity to repair to the King’s 
“ Court, where I may be happy to see you, and I rvill have a verbal 
“ convemation with you.” 

A chatter i belonging to one of the gentlemen of our party, having 
stolen some money, the silver head of a kakoon and other ornaments, 
was ordered to receive the bastinado on the soles of his feet. He was 
first thrown on his back, and his feet inserted through a cord, which 
fastened them to a long pole, and then exposed horizontally. Four stout 
feroshes then bastinadoed his feet until he confused that another fellow 
had been Ms accomplice, who was also punished in the same manner. 
If the criminals had been delivered up to the King’s Nasakckee BasheCi 
they would have lost their lives; for the King never pardons theft, and 
orders a convicted thief to be executed instantly. The mode is as fol- 
lowB : two young trees are by main strength brought together at their 
summits, and there fastened with cords together. The culprit is then 
brought out, and his legs are tied with ropes, which are again carried up 
and fixed to the top df tibe tre^. The cords that force the trees toge- 
ttier are thm cut; and, in the elasticity and powar of this spring, the 
body of the thief is tom asunder, and left thus to hang divided on each 
aej^imte tree. The inflexibility of the King in this point has given 
W thfe’ rends’ a which, hn' fornitMr timttf, was’lMe known. 

The King sent by onh of hdsjfrresJies a present of two mountain goats 
to the Envoy. The man was offered one hundred piastres for brining 
them, which he rejected as an inadequate reward ; former Missions 
fedeed had taught him to expect more profusion. 

The i^Oth of Waidh was the eve of the Norooz ; and as a part of the 
ebremony df the season, ^e Ameen^d-Doulah sent the Envoy a pre- 
It consisted bf tWO plates bf money, one of silver coins, and the 
bfiierbf gold; several feays' of sweetmeats, one of whkh was decked 
flowers and gilded' orbamcmfeiMke^'ai fsempM;- and two wax can- 
dlesi wifleb were accompamefl by 'flbWTO cxquisitdy imitated in wax. 



The whole present a; 
and fifty piastres, for 
we paid most dearly, 
sian character in a vei 
^tions to which they 
Jealousies and anxieti 
The presents which tl 
each of the chief men 
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« ral joy. The rich sent presents to the poor : all were dressed in their 
“ holiday clothes, and all kept open house : and religious processions, 
“ music, dancing, a species of theatrical exhibition, rustic sports, and 
“ other pastimes presented a continued round of varied amusement. 
“ Even the dead and the ideal things were not forgotten ; rich viands 
“ being placed on the tops of houses and high towers, on the flavour of 
“ which the Peris and spirits of their departed heroes and friends were 
« supposed to feast.”* To this day the festival of the Norooz retains 
many of these ceremonies, though it has changed its character since 
the rise of Mahomedanism in Persia, and ceases to be connected witli 
the reB^on of the country. It commences when the sun just entcm 
Aries, and lasts three days ; it begins the spring of nature, though it 
no longer commences the civil year of the Persians, who, like all other 
Mahomedans, have adopted the lunar calculation. It is still the most 
solemn of the Persian festivals, as it was in the day of Chardin. 
Mr. Bruce informed me of a singular fact, that it was not observed 
at all on the coast of the Persian Gulph. At Teheran, however, we 
saw it celebrated with great festivity. It differs from the Norooz of 
ancient Persia in the diminution of its duration ; and in the absence of 
all religious observance : there are no processions and still less any 
offerings of viands to the dead. But all on meeting in the morning 
embrace and say, Ayd mohareh ; happy festival!” as in England we 
wish our friends a merry Christmas. The rich still send presents to the 
poor, all are still dressed in their holiday clothes, and sports of every 
kind are preserved in the season. 

22d. "We visited the Ameen*ed-Doukh. He was seated in his demn 
khmih, dressed in the kalaat which he had received from the King. 
His mwjUs or assembly was crowded by Khans of the neighbouring 
districts, who had repaired to the city to pay their compliments to their 
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superior on the Korooz. These, indeed, were far from confonning to 
the custom of displaying their holiday clothes and whether through 
policy or through want, bore on their dress all the marks of poverty 
and misery. 

On the 24th, the Envoy was invited to an entertainment, which the 
King gave. We proceeded to the palace, and liaving gone through 
the great gate, leading into the Ark, or more immediate residence of 
the King, we dismounted at the gate which opens into the Maidau 
and the first great court of the palace. Opposite to this gate is 
another ; in an open room at the summit of which, the King was 
seated. We walked across the court, and were led through many 
passages, and ascended many intricate flights of steps, until we 
reached the roof of the buildings on the right of the Shah. Over this 
roof, which in many places was of difficult access, we scrambled, until 
we came to a little tent prepared for us, which was pitched on the 
summit of a door-way, close to the King’s room. 

The court, in which the diflerent exhibitions w’cre to take place, 
appeared to us to be near two hundred feet square. On each side of 
the great gate were sixteen arched compartments, each of which 
opened into a small room. In the centre was a high pole, with a truck 
at the top, and small projections for the convenience of ascending it. 
This pole is for the purpose of horse exercises, and shooting at the 
mark. Close under the room in which the Shah w'as seated, was a 
basin of water, on the other side of wMch were erected the poles and 
ropes of a rope-dancer. In a circle round these, w'ere fire- works placed 
in various forms and quantities. Four figures of paper and linen 
dressed like Europeans were erected on high, and surrounded with 
fire-works. At a distance were elephants of paper, stuck all over 
with rockets; on all the walls were rockets ; and, in short, fire-works 
were placed in every direction. Opposite to the Shah in two lines 
were the new raised troops, with drummers standing in a row at the 
furthermost extremity. In the centre of these was the ISiasakckee 
Baskte, who appeared as the director of the entertainment. He had 
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a stick in his hand, and wore on his head a gika^ a distinguishing 
ornament borne by particular people only, to whom the King grants 
the liberty. 

The first ceremony was the introduction of the presents from the 
different provinces. That from Prince Hossein Ali Mirza, Gover- 
nor of Shiraz, came first. The Master of the Ceremonies walked up, 
having with him the conductor of the present, and an attendant, who, 
when the name and titles of the donor had been proclaimed, read 
aloud from a paper the list of the articles. The present from Prince 
Hosseik Am Mirza, consisted of a very long train of large trays 
placed on men’s heads, on which were shawls, stuffs of all sorts, pearls, 
&c. ; then many trays filled with sugar, and sweetmeats ; after 
that many mules laden with fruit, &c. &c. &c. The next present was 
from Mahomed Am Khan, Prince of Hamadan, the eldest bom of 
the King’s sons, but who had been deprived by his father of the suc- 
cession, because the Georgian slave who bore him was of an extraction 
less noble than that of the mothers of the younger Prince. His 
present accorded with the character which is assigned to him; it 
consisted of pistols and spears, a string of one hundred camds, and as 
many mules. After this came the present from the Prince ofYezd, 
another of the King’s sons, wMch consisted of shawls and the silken 
stuffs, the manufacture of his own town. Then followed that of the 
Prince erf Mesched; and last of aU, and the most valuable, was that 
from Hajee Mohamed Hossein Khan, Amem-ed-JDoidah, It 
consisted of fifty mules, each covered with a fine Cashmire shawl, and 
each carrying a load of one thousand tomaum. 

The other offerings had been lod^d in the Sandeck Khona, (literally. 
Trunk Office). This was conveyed in a different direction to the 
Treasury. Each present, like the first, contained a portion of sugar 
and sweetmeats. When all the train had passed in procession, one by 
one before the King, the amusements commenced. 

came the rope-danco:: a boy about twelve years old, ascended 
and paced It bmdiwardg and ferwards. The same rope was 
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continued to the roof of the roojii in which the King was scatciij, 
making firet -an angle of forty degrees, and then, in a st’cond tiiglit, an 
angle of fifty deorees, with its horizontal extension. The boy balancing 
himself with his jjole, walked up the first steadily, auft with very 
little more difficulty ascended the second, while the music below ani- 
mated him in his progress. He then, with the same steadiness 
descended, w'alking backwards, and safely reached the horizontal 
rope. After this a man in a kind of petticoat began a dance of the 
most extravagant attitudes. A large elephant which had been in 
w'aiting amid the crowd, was next brought forward, was made to give 
a shriek, and then to kneel down, paying as it were his selaam to the 
King. A company of wrestlers succeeded ; and every one, who threw 
his antagonist on his back, ran before the King and received a tommm. 
When ten such feats had been successivelj’’ performed, a man led in a 
bejir, with which in his turn he wrestled. But tlie l)eur always had the 
advantage ; and when his antagonist attempted to throw him into the 
basin of water, the bear got so mucli out of humour, tliat if he hatl not 
been deprived of his teeth, he wtmld probably have demolished the 
unlucky assailant. Then rams were brought into the arena, and in 
several couples fought for some time with much obstinacy. A poor 
ox was next introduced, and after him a young lion. The scene, 
which we had witnessed at SAiroz, was here repeated. The ox was 
scarcely suffered to walk, before the lion was let loose upon him ; 
twice was the lion dragged off, and twice permitted to return to the 
charge, which he alway.s made in the rear, and of which the success 
was secure and easy. A less bloody display succeeded; a bear was 
brought fonvards by a company of lootks or mountebanks, and 
danced for some time to the rude noise and music of its leaders. 
Then came a man who, on his bare head balanced, among other things, 
two high vases full of water, which another was to break with his cane. 

To all these different performers, Rk King threw different sums, as 
he was severally pleased with their tricks and feats. At sunset his 
Majesty retired to say his Namaz, (prayere) when his Nokara Khanak, 
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that is his trumpets and drums, played as usual. At this moment 
the Envoy retired, happy to escape the noise and smoke of the fire- 
works, which were to close the entertainment. 

25th. The King held the races, at which also the Envoy was desired 
to be present. From the gate, at which we left the city, we 

proceeded about half a mile to a fine even part of the country, where 
a tent was pitched for the King. All his new raised troops were 
arranged on the right and in front of it. On the left, facing the tent, 
we stood in a line, near the Ministers, Mikza Shei-feea, and the 
Afneen-ed-Doulah. Directly opposite his Majesty were eight of Ms 
sons, richly dressed in velvet and gold-brocade coats, all glittering 
with gold and jewels. One of these earned by his side his father’s 
bow and his quiver thickly set with precious stones. The Master of 
the Ceremonies, in the field, was a young Persian who carried an 
ornamented and gilded spear. One or two of the Princes were 



mounted on white horses, the legs, belly, and lower parts of the buttock 
of which were dyed a rich orange colour, terminated at the top by 
little flowers. The Persians much admire this species of disfigurement, 
nor in the East is their taste singular. At about fifty paces distance 
from the Princes, stood the King’s band of music with a troop of 
hoties and their monkies. The state elephants were on the ground, on 
the largest of which the King, seated in a very elegant howdar^ rode 
forth from the city. 

When he alighted he was saluted by a discliar^ of zombooreJes ; 
the salute indeed is always fired when the King alights from his horse 
or mounts. In one of the courts of the palace at Shiraz we had pre- 
viously noticed this artillery. The zomboorek is a small gun mounted 
on the back of a camel. The conductor from Ms seat behind guides the 
animal by a long bridle, and loads and fires the little cannon without 
difficulty. He wears a coat of orange-coloured cloth, and a cap with 

brass front; and his c^el carries a triangular green and red flag. 
Of were one hundred on the field; and when their salute 

was fired they retreated in a body behind the King’s tent, where the 
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cameis were maae to Kneel aown. v^oueciiveiy inej maKe a a 
tary appearance. This species of armament is common to 
Asiatic states, yet the effect at best is very trifling. The Persiar 
ever, place great confidence in their execution; and Mirza 
PEEA, in speaking of them to the Envoy, said, “ These are %% 

“ Russians dread.” 

No exhibition could be more miserable than the races, the iini 
object of our excursion. They are intended to try rather the 
than the speed of the horses. The prize is what the King 3 
pleased to give to the first jocMes. On this occasion there w 
sets, that came severally from a distance of twelve and twe 
miles ; each consisted of about twelve ill-looking horses, moui 
boys of ten or twelve years old, who were wretchedly dressed in a shirt 
and pair of breeches, boots and cap. In each race the King's 
won, of course. Horses are trained in this manner for a reason suffi- 
ciently obvious, in a country where the fortunes of the state and of 
every individual are exposed to such sudden changes. Every one likes 
to be prepared with some mode of escape, in case of pursuit; now 
horses thus inured to running will continue on the gallop for a day to- 
gether, whilst a high conditioned and well-fed animal would drop at 
the end of ten miles. For this reason the King always keeps himself 
well supplied with a stud of this description, as a resource in the event 
of an accident. When, ~on the death of his uncle, Aga Mahomed 
Khah, He was summoned (by Hajee Ibrahim, the Minister of the 
late King) to assume as the heir the sovereignty, he thus travelled from 
Shiraz to Teheran^ a distance of five hundred miles in six days. 

In the interval of the race, the King sent the Master of the Cere- 
monies to desire the Envoy and his suite to come before him. We dis- 
mounted from our horses, and proceeded with the Prime Minister and 
the Ameen-ed-jyoulah, before the King's presence, making low bows as 
we advanced. When we were about twenty steps from his Majt^ty we 
stopped and made our final low bow. The King was seated on' a high 
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chair under a canopy, the sides of which were formed of gold cloth, 
and of looking glasses. The chair itself was beautifully embroidered 
with enamelled flowers and other ornaments ; oii one of the arms was 
apot of flowers, and on the other a vase of rose-water. On one side 
was spread a velvet and gold cloth carpet with the pearl pillow. The 
King was in his riding dress, a close coat of purple velvet embroidered 
in pearl, the sheep-skin cap, and a pair of Bulgar boots. As he was 
placed in a good light, we had an excellent view of him. His manners 
are perfectly easy and unconstrained, with much dignity and affability. 
He first inquired after the Envoy's health, of whose good qualities the 
two Ministers then Entered into an immense eulogium, praising him in 
terms the most extravagant. Then the names of all the party were 
mentioned to the King, and each was asked how he did. All the con- 
versation was complimentary ; and when the comparison was made be- 
tween us and the Trench, the King said, “ they were haivaiis, beasts, 
“ wild men, savages. These are gentlemen.” 

After the whole was over we returned to our horses. The King then 
mounted, and the salute was fired from the zombooreks. His infantry 
first marched off the ground; they were dressed differently in black or 
in crimson-velvet jackets, in loose breeches of crimson or yellow silk, 
black sheep-skin caps and light boots. The King passed us at a dis- 
tance on horseback, and we made our bows. He was preceded by a 
body of chatters, who are dressed with fantastical caps on their heads, 
and lively coloured clothes. No other person was near him, nor in- 
deed is any other permitted. The King of Persia is an insulated 
being, alone in -his court. How different is the state of the Sultan at 
Cmstantinople, who is almost concealed by the crowds of his attendants. 
The Princes followed, and then the mob. After this we repaired to a 
tent, wherte the Ameen-ed-Houlah had prepared a Persian breakfast 
for us. ! 

fas t On the 26th, the negotiating parties met to discuss a point reserved 
tin tJi^ptVeaty. The conference terminated without any decision: and 
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in this state of xiiicertainty the cfuestion remained for three days, when 
we were told that it had been decided to our satisfaction ; and that I 
was to .s{,‘e the Kin<> on the SOtli, and to depart for EiiAand as soon 
after as posdbic. 

On the SOth, accortiiugly the Esn'oy and I hi f ‘ah fasted with the Mi- 
nistiT, in the expectation of tnir intn^ducliou to the Iving. Ills Ma- 
jesty, iimvever, hatl gone to ride to Shim-Imun (“ the Candle of Persia,'”) 
a village iindt*r tiie niounlain, celebrated for the beauty of the situation 
and the salubrity of its air. M’e rernaincti with the ^Minister all tlie 
morning. The Jmccit-ed-Doulah was tiiere; his spirits were depressed 
by the intelligence wiiich he had received from Ispahan, (the govern- 
ment of his son) tliat the melting of the snow and rain had so swoln 
the Zaiande-rood, that it had oversowed and injured the country to the 
amount of three lacks of piastres. It had destroyed, besides many 
houses and buildings, a large bund or dam, nearly opposite to the 
Chahar Bagk No. The bund was the work of Abbas, and had cost 
about twenty times the labour of that at Kohrood. The whole damage 
was reckoned at thirty lacks of piastres. Kmiauts were filled up, and 
large tracts of rich and productive land were rendered useless for the 
year. At Ispahan, the water filled the under arches of the fine bridge 
of Alherdy Khun, that goes into the gi'eat Chahar Bagh. This inunda- 
tion extended over many districts. An express announced that the river 
at Poo/ Dallaiik was over the bridge : and that the country was in many 
places so inundated as to be only passable with much danger and 
difficulty. The great salt swamp was particularly deep. 

The 13th of the month Sefer is looked upon as most unlucky among 
the Persians ; they do not keep in the house on this day, but rather 
walk out into the fields, in order that nothing may disturb their 
humours, lor a quarrel with any one on tliis day will entail misfortune 
through tlie remainder of the year. 

On the 31st we went to tlie King. At this audience He was seated 
in a room in a square court called the GuUsian, a name derived from 
tlie roses, with wiiich (intermixed with cypress and cheiiar trees) it was 
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planted. We were introduGed into it by the two Ministersj through a 
door small and mean, like those in other parts of the palace, and which 
are obviously adapted for more easy defence in the event of any 
sudden alarm. In the centre of the garden is a. Koola-frangeey built 
by Aga Mahomed Khan. The garden itself was arranged in 
sqiKires, with some miserable palings. Peacocks and hens, great 
favourites in Persia, were every where walking about. After having 
paraded through the garden in various directions, (for tliis also is a part 
of the ceremonial) we finally approached the presence. We took 
oflF our slippers at some distance, and walking on the bare stones, 
stepped up a difficult staircase into a small and elegant room, in which 
his Majesty was seated. At the foot of the staircase was a row of 
eunuchs ; and at the top several officers. At our entrance the King 
desired us to be seated, but we excused ourselves and stood. His 
Majesty’s throne was that on which he had appeared at our first 
audience. The Envoy had complained to the Minister, that on that 
occasion we had no favourable opportunity of seeing the King; and 
his Majesty had probably been informed of the disappointment, and 
had condescended inconsequence to gratify our curiosity by trans- 
fering his throne to a more favourable position, and displaying himself 
upon it in all the magnificence of his state. He was dressed in a light 
coat of scarlet and gold cloth ; on his shoulders were large layers of 
pmrl and precious stones. On each of his arms were three rows of 
jewels called the bazebunds ; these are his finest jewels, one of which 
(the Dereea More ) is one of the largest in the world. Though set in a 
clumsy manner, they had a rich and royal effect. Round his waist he 
wore a band about four inches broad of pearl, connected in the middle 
by a dasp, the centre of which was an emerald of an immense size. 
In this band he wore a brilliant dagger ; from it also dangled a tassel of 
p*arl, which he continually kept in his hand as a plaything. His 
kakmn is a beautifid toy : it stood in the left comer of the throne, and 
was Ctte blaze of precious stones. 

On the light of his throTO stood four pages, one holding his crown, 
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another his shield and mace, a third his bow and arrows, and a fomth 
his sword. All these are beautiful, particularh^ his crown: it is in 
every part thickly inlaid with pearl, emeralds, rubies and diamonds ; on 
the suniiiiit is a gika of precious stones, on the sides <if wbieh are 
plumes of herons' feathers. 

His Majesty talked with much fanuliarity ; and asked us, w’hat new'S 
from the Yenzee Dmieea, that is, the new world, as they call America. 
He inquired, “ What sort of a place is it? How* do you get at it ? Is 
“ it under ground, or how i” He then talked of our government ; and 
appeared aware that the Kings of England could do little without the 
intervention of their parliament. In the explanations which followed 
this subject, his Persian Majesty was visibly astonished that any limit- 
ation could be placed to Royal authority. The conversation turned ; 
and the King talked of Bcgnapaete, and launched out in general 
terms against the French. After the introduction of some other topics, 
His Majesty dismissed us by a nod of his head, desiring that a kalaat 
might be given to me, and that a Mehmandar might be appointed to 
attend me on my journey. 

On the 4th April his Persian Majesty sent me my kalaat or dress of 
of honour: it consisted of a kaha or brocade coat that covered me all 
over ; a small outer coat trimmed with fur over the shoulders and dowm 
the back, called the coordee; a brocade sash; and (what I believe is 
considered a great distinction) a sword. The King wus pleased to ask 
what I should like best to receive as a mark of his Royal regard, and 
wdien it was left to his Majesty's decision. He sent me a sword which he 
had worn himself. His own najtne was upon it, by which all his Majesty's 
swords are known. All these things were contained in a piece of w hite 
linen (the sword lying on the top), and were brought in some state bj 
an ofiicer of the royal household. When they were put into my hands, 
I carried them respwtfully to my head, and then retired and put on 
the different articles. W'hen I came out again full dressed, every fjody 
congratulated me by n^moobarek bashed” (“good luck attend you.”) I 
continued in this for the remainder of the day, although, acoordic^ 
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to Persian etiquette, I ought to have worn it for the three days following 
the investiture. 

In the e^'ening we w'ent to the Prime Minister’s, and were shewn the 
Treaty with France, signed and ratified at Finkemtein, by Bco]s?a- 
PAETE, in May 1807. It was written on vellum, in a beautiful French 
hand, and inserted in a cover of black velvet, curiously and elegantly 
wrought with a spread eagle at each corner, and the initial N in the 
centre, in a wreath of gold embroide^3^ The Great Seal was pendant 
from it, inserted in a plain gold box. The treaty was countersigned 
by Talleyeakd; and by Maeet, the Plenipotentiary appointed to 
treat with Mieza Reza, the Persian Plenipotentiary. I copied this 
document (consisting of fourteen articles) in the room, and as we went 
away, the Minister sent the Envoy the Commercial Treaty, which con- 
tained twenty-eight articles. 

The 6th was observed as a holiday among the Persians, as the 
conunemoration of that, when Hossein’s head, which had been severed 
from his body by Yezid at Kerbelai, was buried, after an interval of 
forty days. 

The affairs of Persia are conducted with a publicity which would ill 
accord with the diplomacy of Europe. As that stipulation, which 
was the surest evidence of the permanent dispositions of the Court, re- 
mained unftilfilled ; the Envoy on the 9th of April dispatched, by 
Jaffee Aei Khan and myself, an official note on the subject to the 
Ministers, which he desired them to lay before the King. We carried 
it to the Der a Khoneh Shah, or gate of the King’s palace, wdiere there 
are offices for the Ministers and Secretaries to transact the business of 
the state ; and where they assemble every day to be ready whenever 
the King may call them. Here we seated ourselves in the public room 
among all the officers of the court, waiting for Mieza Sheffeea, 
and the Ameen-ed-Doiilah, who were then before the King. In a 
back room were men counting money ; in that, in which we sat, were 
the ®hief Secretary, Mieza Reza, and Ismaee Beg Damgaunee, 
(the King’s ffivourite, and ecanmante of the body-guard) and several 
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bows as before, and took off our slippers at the same placej but water 
had been thrown on the ground, and this last ceremony was therefore 
very disagreeably contrasted with our former introduction ; for instead 
of the fine gold-wrought carpet in the King’s room, we were now 
reduced to stand on a wet brick pavement by the side of a basin of 
water. His Majesty having first inquired after the Envoy’s health, 
and made some preliminary compliments, reverted to the official note 
which had been communicated to him that morning by his Ministers. 
After , a short explanation, the King proceeded ; and seating himself 
erect on his throne, in a convenient' talking position, talked without 
intermii^icm for a considerable time with much animation and action. 
We then returned to the room which we had. firet entered in the 
morning. . 

The Prime Minister sat down close to the window to return an 
answer to the Envoy’s official communication. Several servants, who 
were at the window, read this note, word by word as it was written; 
so that the original and the answer were equally well known to the 
public. The Mirza. repeated to us his letter, and; then sending the at- 
tendants away, desired to, have aratoe etmversation . with • us. The dis- 
cussion was unsatisfactory, mid we »6tarhed, ■ ; ! 

• j In these circumstances the decisiia of the Envoy’s character secured 
tte object of his’ mission, i' The point w^ gained, and it was settled 
achordinglyf that he should i the?! King; on the i morrow. On the 

morrow accordingly, Mr. and- 1,; dressed in our halaats, attended 



him to the King. ; ; ot ' : . f 

His Ms^ty was seated in the KooZa built by Aga Mahomed 
KtiAH, in the QuMan. He was on a chair, and dressed in a shawl 
eoat. i He was vfeiy gtacaous, toM the Envoy that he had determined 
upon our alliance, promised that the French should be dismissed, and 
hitped that ait^r the decis«On which he had thus , made. His Brother 
l^rJ^^aud would not dissent.^ 'fVff , . 

•, was covered ba aBiM aides with loofeang-gkss ; of this also, 
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the dome which sumiounted the whole, %vas composed. A handsome 
chandelier was suspended from the centre, and three fountains of water 
played Ijeneath it. 

On the 15th Mr, Bruce was sent to Rw/dre to proceed to India. 
The French, in consequence of the Envoy^’s siiccessfrii representations, 
were preparing to leave Teheran immediately. Their Embassador, 
General Gardanne, wanted to go to Russia through Georgia; 
but the court of Persia justly fearing in such a quarter the influence of 
that resentment, (which, since the signing of our Preliminary Treaty 
the French had not scrupled to express) refused the permission ; and 
the King ordered his son, the Prince Governor of Aderhigian, to give 
the French mission an escort of one hundred men, by the way of Arz- 
roum, and on no account to permit any deviation from that route. 

We went before the King; His Majesty's conversation was quite 
enlivening. He swore that it was by Him that Buonaparte was 
made the man that he is, and that in the course of the next year he 
would be destroyed. We received His Majesty’s letter to the King of 
England. It was richly gilt and ornamented with flowers. The seal 
was on a separate piece of paper, and placed at the foot of the letter ; 
according to an old Persian etiquette, when the King addresses an 
equal: when He writes to ah inferior, the seal is affixed to the top. 
In composition, Persian critics pronounced this letter perfect; the 
Chief Secretary had been employed in it several days ; and that to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs was intended to be equally fine, and 
indeed to comprehend all the politics of the world within its pages. 

Under these circumstanoKi, on the night of the £3d, a letter arrived 
from the Governor-General in India, of which it might be improper to 
disclose the contents, fiirther tlmn to remark, that they placed His. 
Majesty's Envoy Extraordinary in a situation of peculiar embarrass- 
ment, from which nothing but the most friendly disposition in the 
Persian court could have relieved him. It is due to the Eing of Persia 
himself ito add, that He condescended .to treat $ir Hareobd Jones 
on this occasion with the most gratilying evidences of his protection 
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and individual favour: and His Ministers united in displaying tlie 
greatest personal kindness towards us. Throughout the whole manage-* 
ment of a new and very delicate situation, their proceedings were so 
plain, so upright, and so cheering; so eager to shew respect andcon- 
Menc^ to the Envoy, that we ri^arded them with the liveliest grati- 
tude ; and felt relieved by finding among strangers all the heart and 
principle of countrymen and brothers. 

The Erench Embassador was already dismissed ; and in a few days 
the Bang amt an order to the rcanainder of the legation to quit Tehe- 
tm immediately. The people were then as inveterate against the French 
as they had before been disposed to court them. When Messrs. Jon- 
AifNisr and Neegiat prepared to obey this order, and were leaving 
the city, the mule-drivers {hired by the King for the conveyance of 
their- baggage, and sent forwards in the usual form) stopped at the gate, 
and cutting the lading from their beasts, threw every tiring upon the 
ground^ and ran off. One of the Frenchmen struck a muk-driver in 
the breast with hia dagger. 

- On the 29th Mibea Aeui. Hassan, brother-indaw to the Amem-ed^ 
Jktuiait and nephew to the late Prime Minister Hajee Ieeahim, 
was appointed as Envoy Extraordinary from the King of Persia to 
accompany me to England. The particulars of his Iristoiy, wlrieh, I 
leamed on good authority, may afford some lights on the iriterBol ad- 
naanfetratiem of his fxsunteys^aad wiE at? least be acceptable to those 
who were interested by^his s^^arance at the Court of London. 

Mieea Abue Hassak i^ras-bwaat jS&Vas: in the year of the 
H 90 , or l? 7 fi of the Christian .^ra. - He mts the second son of Mieza 


M AHoatEu Aei, a man famous in Persia as an accomjriished scholar, 
aidi who was oiw of the Chief Secretaries and Mirzm oi toe celebrated. 
Nauie SBAK«if His ifethofa sarviees had nearly been requited by an 
%B©iirini»a and cmelldMth, iwtea the hand of Providence interposed 
fehia ^fety, .to slarik® with more severityi to® head of his atroemus 
iMStep* HAOia SttAH, inone of those paroxysms cf cruelty so com- 
mon tei,lii^-dusmg -the mdered toat Mikea 
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« during the march with all the rigour and intemperance that generally 
** befals a man in disgrace. The moment I reached Koom, the King 
** pronounced the order for my execution : I was already on my knees, 
“my neck was made bare, and the executioner had unsheathed his 
“sword to sever my head from my body, when the hand of the 
“ Almighty interposed, and a messenger in great haste announced my 
“ reprieve. I was indebted for my life to a man who had known me 
“ from my boyhood, and who had long cherished me as his son. This 
“ worthy man, by name Mieza Reka Kouli, the moment he heard 
“ the sentence of death passed upon me, threw himself at the feet of 
“ the King, and, pleading my youth and inoffensiveness, entreated that 
“ I might be panioned. The King yielded to his entreaties; my par- 
“ don was announced; and I still live to praise the Almighty for his 
“ great goodness and commiseration towards me.” 

After his providential escape Mieza Abul Hassajst, (fearing that the 
King might repent of his lenity towards him) fled from his country, 
although he had received Ids Majesty’s order to go to Shiraz, and to re- 
main there: he left Persia with the determination of never more return- 
ing, until the disgraces of his family had been obliterated, and until the 
the wrath of the King against him had entirely subsided. He fled 
first to Shooster, the city in which he had so recently been all-powerful ; 
and there he experiencdl the hospitality for which the Arabs are so 
Justly imowned. As his administration had been lenient and temperate 
he found a host of friends ready to relieve him; and on quitting Shooster, 
miserable and destitute of even the common necessaries of life, the in- 
habitants came to him in a crowd and forced seven thousand piastres 
upon him. From Shooster he went to Bussora, he then crossed through 
the heart of Arabia, frequently obliged to proceed on foot, for want 
of an animal to carry him, until he reached Mecca. On this journey he 
visited Beriyih, the capital of Abdul Assiz, the then chief of the 
Walmbees. From Me<x:a he Went to Medina ; and having performed all 
thf devotions of a pilgrim he returned to Bttssora. - At Bussora he learnt 
thattii^ King was still inv^rale s^amst his family; and, finding an 
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I. TEHERAN THE KING^S HAREM — FAMILY PALACE OF THE 

TAKHT-A-CADJAR PRODUCTIONS OF PERSIA — MANUFACTURES 

CLIMATE OF TEHERAN UNHEALTHINESS — FAITH IN HAFIZ 

PERSIAN MEDICINE SUPERSTITIONS ENVIRONS OF TEHERAN 

MOUNTAIN DEMAWEND — RUINS OF REY — ANCIENT PERSIA 

GUEBRES, — ^II. RANKS IN PERSIA GOVERNMENT REVENUE — 

LANDED PROPERTY — ROYAL TREASURE — COINAGE ESTABLISH- 
MENTS OF THE CROWN: — POPULATION OF PERSIA — ^TRIBES 

MILITARY SERVICE BODY-GUARDS GUARDS OF THE CITY 

PERSIAN DRESSES — Clf ARACTER. 

YeHERAN, the present capital of Persia, is situated, as I ascer- 
tained by a meridional observation, in lat. 35®. 40. It is in circum- 
ference between four and a half and five miles, if we might judge from 
the length of our ride round the walls, which indeed occupied an hour 
and a half: but from this we must deduct something for the deviations 
nqcqssary from the intervention of the ^rdens, and the slaughter-houses. 

^ six gates, inlaid with coloured brinks and with figures of tigers 
and niW b^ts in rude mosaic: thdh entrance is lofty and domed; 



fifty hummums or baths. There are two maidans 


the country can supply. An Armenian at iSAiroar was nnfortunafi 
renowned for performing excellently on the hammmha. The fame 
his skill reached the King’s ears, and he was immediately ordered i 
to court on the charge of being the best hammmha player in 1 
Majesty’s dominions. The poor man, who had a wife and fomily ai 
commercial concerns at Shiraz^ was during our stay detained at Tei 
ran expressly to teach th# King’s women the art of playing on t 
kamoimcha. ^ 
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Tlie King"* s family consists of sixty-five sons. As they make no ac- 
count of females, it is not known how many daughters he may have; 
although he is said to have an equal number of both sexes. It some- 
times happens, that many of his women are delivered on the same 
night, and (if we iriight ^ve credit to a Persian) one of these happy 
coincidehpds occurred during our abode in the capital, when in one 
night six of his women were brought to bed, four of sons and two of 
daughters. The Ameen-ed^Dmlah had one, indeed, of the babes at his 
house j aSd a present was seht for. it from Ispahan^ composed of four 
mples laden with all sor^ of rich clc^hes. 

The iS a pleasure-house built by the present King, 

about two miles to the N. E. of Teheran. At a distance it presents a 
grand elevation, apparently of several stories ; but these, on a nearer 
view, are the fronts of successive terraces. The entrance is through an 
indifferent gate, at the top of which is a summer-house. It leads into a 
spacious enclosure : in the middle is the principal walk, bounded on each 
side by some young cypress and poplar trees, and intersected at right 
angles in the centre;^ by a stone chaniieh :whieh conducts a stream at 
several intervals tp spisdl ^cascades* The building which stands on the 
ftet terrace is in^fbr# ocl^ofi^ by a small flat roofed eleva- 

tion* ■:;|t:k,O|) 0 Qr,\byf;ar!dies oh M its sides, and its raised ceiling is sup- 
|»orted|;by;;j^l^i/;/ltS:;miOTor 'im:arra»ged-4f,^^^ a variety of water- 
chanh0ivWW’''tibro,t^ pas^!' the principal stream, which 

runs throng the ^hole iifflding and grounds. . This little pleasure- 
house, though built;, of* worse materials and but rudely furnished, is 
erected on an excelleat rfodel, and is admirably calculated for the heats 
of the subterraneous chambers. Proceedinff 

graBd ^pleasure-iiotisej constiiicted on a 
e of the ?firstj though still sufficiently 

also, water is introduced 

en;aci^ 

^ efe,-h;^d^' fish; we saw none, but 

' is ‘i^0»fc#-]fe:urio«sif:;*'<j1ibar and refreshing. Erom this 












I,.:'','-', 


we ascended up two terraces nuich more elevateti tban the first ; on 
these there were onl v smali reservoirs, from which the water was conti- 
nuallj falling into the basins on the successive descents, at the height 
perhaps of Iwenly fc;et beiwt.'cu each tejTace. 

At length we entered the main body of the building, which, like 
all other Persian iiouses, consists of a large square court lined on ail 
sides with rooms of various dimensions and uses. The choicest apart- 
ment of the %vhole is a small one, placed in the very summit of the 
building, wdiere every species of native workmanship in painting, 
glazing, and Mosaic, has been collected. We found here portraits of 
women, Europeans as w'ell as Persians. The glass is beautifully painted. 


country. In the other rooms below, there are several picture of the 


man 


pended near an open window in a room nne^ 







228 


TEHERAN. 



at 51® Fahrenheit. On the 10th, throughout the whole day, them 
was much snow; indeed on the following morning, when the thermo- 
meter was at 47®, the beat of the sun produced a partial tlmw, which 
was succeeded by a frost so sharp, that before the close of the day, an 
officer of the suite, who weighed fourteen ston^ was able to wmlk and 
slide upon a square reservoir before the Dewan Khonih^ men though 
the surface had been already broken at one corner. The fall of snow 
was a seasonable supply of moisture to the country, which had long 

been without any. On the new moon of March (the 15th of the 

month) the rain begun, and for some days continued regularly, clearing 
up about four or five hours before sunset, and gathering again at 
night. From the height of the walls wdiich surrounded us, and the 
want of weathercocks or chimnies, I could collect but imperfectly the 
quarter of the wind; but, as far as I could judge, it was generally 
from the S.E. There is a wind sometimes rushing from the 

I on the N. of the bleakness of which the natives speak with dread. 

From the 23d March (the first quarter of the moon) we had the true 
ethereal mildness of spring, with light breezes from the westward in 
I the evening. Vegetation was making rapid advances : the rose-trees 

[; in the court of our house were already green, and the chenars had just 

begun to bud. The snow on the Jlbores was diminishing fast ; and 
j the weather generally, which sometimes lowered and then brightened 

up, was that of an English spring. The thermometer was about 6l® 
I to 64°, but in the middle of the day it reached 75®, and the heat in 



the close streets of the town was very sensible. In the first week of 
April the mornings were beautiftil ; but about noon a hot mnd set in 
from the Si E. which increased towards the evening, and died away 
at night. About the second week the weather became cooler. Every 
thing Was in high foliage, and all our horses were at grass. The heat 
im then becoming great : on the 19th the thermometer was at 82® in 
tie hh^e, and at ni^t We had thunder and lightning with a thick haze 
:il#' jdllweii Ott the -fist tho temperatare^ which in the interval 



been fit 86®, sunk t» 67°. On tlie night of tlic SOtli there had 
a storm ; and on the dawn of day we discovered tliat tlic 
h b('fore had lost their snow, were again cuv(;red. These traii- 
ris are connnon to situatirnis like tliat of Tchtrun. 'Fh!.* rairj itj- 
i‘d the air, and gave strength to the grass, which in the more 
ediate neighbourhood of the town requires iniicb moihtiirtt to 
lie it to pierce the hardness of the soil. From this time the days 
inued cool, with rain and frequent storms ; and the evenings Ite- 
2 almost piercing; but the showers gave a new force to vege- 
n. 

:heran is considered an unwholesome situation. The tow n is low 
bihlt on a salt, moist soil. In the summer the heals are said to be 
isufh'rable, that all those wiio are able (all perhaps except a ikw old 
len) cjuit thi^ town and live in tents nearer the foot of the 
'e it is comparatively cook We had several illnesses in out 
ly, which we attributed to the watc>r. Tlic sym|itorn8 were an 
mate constipation with great griping, a disorder very common in 
dace. Our head Persian writer was long laid up with u fever, 
:h Inoiight him to the point of death. lie was blixl copiously six 
s in six days. These people put no faith in our medicines, and 
Tore he wmuld not allow the Physician of the Mission to visit liim, 
ensth however he was persuaded by a “ fair which he took in 


him, and l»d given him a vrater-iaeton to eat, and that the 
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Galeh : they attribute all sickness to one of two causes, heat or cold., 
If the patient is supposed to suffer from much heat, they bleed 
him beyond measure ; if fi'om cold, they give him cathartics in the 
same proportion. 

In the belief of Persia there is another and .a simpler remedy for 
malady. Nor perhaps is the credulity confined to Persia : there is I 
suspect a more general superstition, that to relieve disease or accident, 
the patient has only to deposit a rag on certain bushes, and from the 
same spot to take another which has been previously left from the same 
motive by a former sufferer. 

In the time of the Sefeis there was also another superstition in 
Persia, which perhaps is not wholly extinct at this day. Every one 
who has read Chardin, will remember the history of the coronation 
of Shah Suleyman, who, because his original name was considered 
unlucky, was renamed and recrowned. 

The fhiits which were in season at Teheran in the month of March, 
and which were served to us every day at dinner, were pomegranates, 
apples, pears, melons, limes, and oranges. The pomegranates came 
from Mazanderan, and were really here a luscious fruit, much superior 
to any that I have seen in Turkey. They were generally twelve inches 
in circumference. The vegetables were carrots, turnips, spinach and 
beet-root. Hives are kept all over the country, and we had at Teheran 
the finest honey that I ever ate, though that of Shiraz is reckoned bet- 
ter, and that of Kauzeroon (which the bees cull from the orange-groves) 
is considered as still superior. Our mutton was excellent, and very 
cheap; for a sheep costs two piastres only. The beef was sometimes 
good ; but as their meat is not deemed desirable in Persia, oxen are 
not kept or fattened for the purposes of the table. We eat a hare 
which had been caught by a man in the plain, and which we afterwards 
coursed with our greyhounds. The Persians regard this flesh as unclean 
in Opposition to the Turks, who eat it without scruple. 

In AppJ ’^e got delicious herring fi:om the Caspian, which appears 
the propor m for them. They are much larger than those which we 
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hare on the English coasts, and are called by the Persians the hfmi/ 
mahee, “ king of hshes/’ In the end of that inontii tre received a fresh 
salmon of twenty-firc pounds fi'oni the same sea also, as a pr«‘senl from 
the A/nrcn-ed-Doutah. The Persians call it kizzei or 2<d(leu: it wth-, to 
the palate as good as any English salmon, though witli some of us it 
did not agree quite so well. 

From the account which the Prime Minister gave us of a stone 
which is burnt in Mazanderan, there must be coals of the finest kind 
in that province. Among the products of Persia are gum tragacanth, 
assafoetida, yellow berries, henna (coarser than that of Egv’pt,) madder 
roots, which grow wild upon the mountains, and are brought down for 
sale by the Eelaidu or tvandering tribes ; the Hindoos only export it as 
returns. Indigo is cultivated for the dying of linen and of beards, and 
grows about Shooster Desfoui, near Kheraf, and in flic Larhian. It is 
not so fine as the indigo from India, which indeed is a great article of the 
import trade of Persia. They use the leaf only for their beards. There 
is no cochineal. Cotton is produced enough for the interior consump- 
tion of the country. The best manufacture which they make is a cot- 
ton cloth, called the kaduck; of this there is an exportotion to Turkey. 
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from Teheran is about forty miles; to the base of the first mountain is 
reckoned tburteeii miles. We had seen it when it was at least one 
hundred and fifty miles from us ; and were told indeed, as I have remark- 
ed before, that it might be seen from the top of the minaret of the 
Meyid Shah, at Ispahan, a distance of two hundred and forty miles. 
It is visible from Resht, and generally along all the south of the Casphan 
sea; and it is therefore very credible that that sea, which is not more 
than forty miles from the base, may be seen from the summit, of Dema- 
wend. But, according to some accounts, no one ever gained the top; 
according to others, there is a horse-road through the whole ascent. I 
■was told at Tabriz, by a man of Mazanderan, that he himself knew 
several who had reached the summit ; and, indeed, that Dei-veishes, led 
by the information of their books, resorted thither from India to cull a 
certain plant convertible into gold, and tinging with a golden hue the 
teeth of the sheep that feed upon the mountain. At the foot of the 
Albores are many villages and pleasm’e-houses, and much cultivation ; 
ajl the rest of the country in that direction is a blank with scarcely 
a shrub. 

On the east side of the pMn of Teheran there is an elevated road of 
a fine bottom running N. and S. which seems to have been con- 
nected with the city of Rey. On the 4th of March we visited the 
Wiins of Rey, Th^ are situated about five miles in a south direction 
fit)m Teheran, and extend as far as the eye can reach over the plain, 
E. and W. To the E. at the foot of a projecting range, which branches 
from the Albores, are the remains of the citadel ; consisting of walls 
and turrets, built of mud bricks, which in most places are distinguished 
with difficulty from mounds of earth. The mass of the height, on 
which it is erected, seems rather of earth than of rock. Near the foot 
©f the citadel stands a tower, which by our hasty calculation may be 
about fifty feet rn height. It is built of a very fine species of brick, 
mh&ted by mortar. Its exterior is arranged in twenty-four trian- 
guM tempartments, the base of each being about five feet, giving a 
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circumrerence or one nunarm and twenty feet. tJn the snmmif;, 
between two rows of ornaments in brick, k an inscription in tlie 
Cuffick character; the letters of which are foraicd bj sinull inlaid 
bricks. The interior tvas so full of straw and other rul)hisli, t!mt we 
could not explore it ; the door is to the eastward. The style of building 
rescmibles mudi that of the Seffia; with this difference, timt the 
bricks are put together with a greater portion of mortar, and are of a 
rather darker colour. About three miles to the Southward on an in- 
sulated hill are other buildings, and a turret of the .same style as the 
one just described ; and between both is a round tovrer of stone, with a 
Cnffick inscription in brick-work. In this turret we observed through 
a window, that there was a -winding staircase in the wail, but w'e could 
not find the entrance to it. 

Still furtiier on, on the brow of a hill close under the mountain, is a 
building, partly of ancient and partly of modern construction ; this is 
the tomb of one of the wives of Imaum Hos.seijt. It is composed of 
two courts and two inner rooms ; three old women officiate here over 
the remains of their female saint. There is much running water all 
around; part issues from a spring, which gushes out from under a 
rock. The mountains are arid, with surfaces indicating niudi mineral 
below. 

J?ey is the R/ioges of Tobit, and is the city where Alexaxbee 
rested five days in his pursuit after Darius; after he had made a 
march of eleven days from Ecbatana or Hamadan. Arrian calls this 
city one da^s journey from the Caspim Streights. 

Rey w'as reduced by Hubbe, the general of Jesghiz Khan; 
and from its scattered population arose the town of Teheran. Near 
the ruins is still a village called Shah Abdul with a Zeeam'et or 

place of worship. 

Of ancient Persia I learned little. Cmrimahad is, perhaps, the Cer- 
biarm of geography. Near Shiraz is a Bokuk of eightt^en villages, 
called Fam, from its chief place, whkh itself is about five or sk 
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menzils or thirty-five furmngs from Shiraz, and about nineteen from 
Persepolis. Prom Fasa to Firouzabad is four menzils ; perhaps twenty 
fiirmmgs. The ruins at both, and indeed in the line behveen them are 
great. ' 

A native of Fasa, vihom I questioned on the subject, told me that 
the remains at his city were considered more w'onderful than any thing 
at Persepolis, except the columns. There are gxeat stones with Perse- 
poiikin inscriptions. There is a large mound of earth, which, accord- 
ing to the people of his country, was transported by Turks from 
Turkish territory. The thaubet or government of this place is the most 
lucrative and respectable about the region. 

jAvriER Ali, Resident for the English nation at Shiraz, informed 
me that the number of the Guebres (worshippers of fire) decrease an- 
nually in Persia. They^ are so reviled and distressed by the government 
that either they become converts to Mahomedanism, or emigrate to 
their brethren in India. Their Atech-gau, or chief fire-temple, a large 
excavation in the ground, in ■which the sacred element was preserved, 
was at Firouzabad, seventeen fiirsimgs South East of Shiraz. The 
orifice is now closed ; and the fire indeed, according to a Mahomedan 
doctor, was extinguished on the day of the birth of his prophet. The 
remains at Firouzabad attest the former importance of that city. Yezd 
is now the gxeat seat of the Guebres and of their religion ; but they are 
more poor and more contemned in Persia, than the most miserable of 
the Jews in Turkey. The works of Zoroaster were collected by his 
disciple Jamaz, into a book thence called iheJamaz Namah, which is 
now most scarce. 



II. The only hereditary title in Persia is Mirza or Meerza. The 
derivation of which word is from Emir ( Ameer a nobleman) and Zade 
a son, &c. This species of nobility is traced very far, and is not 
creative. The title descends to all the sons of the family, without ex- 
ception. In the Royal family it is placed after the name instead of 
befmre it, thus, Abbas Mirza and Hosseikt Am Mirza. Mirza is a 
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civil title, and Khan is a military one. The title of Khan is creative, 
but not hereditary; the sons of Khans are called Jga or Esquire, 
which is a Tartar title, and more common to Turkey than to Persia. 
The creation of Khan is attended with few ceremonies, and those very 
simple. The King sends a halaat or dress of honour to the person so 
created, and on his investiture the King gives him ?l firman announcing 
to all persons that the bearer of it is forthwith a Khan; and this j^rwan 
is worn three days on the top of the turban. Any person who derides 
this patent or who refuses to call the bearer of it by his title, is liable 
to the penalty of death. 

The title of Mirza does not hinder the possessor from receiving that 
of KJmi also; and then the name runs, for example, thus, Minza 
Hossein Ali Khax. 

The dilFerent ranks of civil governors are — 1st. The Beglerbeg, who 
generally resides in the large cities, and controuls the province around: 
2d. The Hakim ; and 3d. the Thauhet, wdio severally govern a city or a 
town : 4tth. The Kelounter, who, besides the real governor, resides in 
every city, town and village, and superintends the collection of the 
tribute: 5th. The Ket K/ioda, who is the chief of a village ; 6th. The 
Pak-kar, who is servant or Honimes ck Affaires to the Ket KJioda, and who 
ti'ansacts the business wdth the Ray at or peasant. The Pak-kar accounts 
with the Ket Khoda, and he again with the Kelounter. 

The KeJounier is a man of consequence wherever he presides; he is 
an officer of the crown, and once a-^mar appears before the Royal pre- 
sence, an honour which is not permitted to the Kef Khoda. He also 
receives wages fi'om the King’s treasury, which the Ket Khoda does not. 
The Keloimter is the medimn through which the wishes and wants of 
the people are made known to the King: he is their chief and repre- 
sentative on all occasions, and brings forward the complaints of the 
Rayats, whenever they feel oppressed. He also knows the riches of 
every Rayat, and his means of rendering the annual tribute : he there- 
fore regulates the quota that every man must pay ; and if his seal be 
not affixed to the documents which the Rayat brings forward in the 
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time of the levy, the assessment is not valid, and the sum cannot be 
received. 

The three principal branches of the tribute which the people pay are 
l%t. Maleeat ; 9>A.Sader; andSd. 

The Maleeat is the hereditary original right of the ciwn, and consists 
in produce and money. The King gets in kind one-fifth of the produce 
of the land, i. e. of wheat, barley, silk, tobacco, indigo, &c. and arti- 
cles of that description: and one-fifth in money of all the vegetables, 
fruit, and lesser produce of the earth, which the proprietor may sell. 
Though the proportion be paid in kind, yet it is assessed, not by the 
actual levy of every fifth sheaf, &c. but by an indirect criterion of pro- 
duce, deduced from the number of oxen kept by the landholder; and 
this part of the revenue is collected accordingly by a corresponding 
rate imposed upon the growth of the land. Thus the possessor of 
twelve oxen is supposed to possess also an extent of land, the cultiva- 
tion of which may require that number, and is therefore assessed to pay 
a quantity of com proportioned to the assumed amount of his gross 
receipt. 

The , King collects one-fifth also in money of all the vegetables, 
fruits, and lesser produce of the earth, which the proprietor may sell. 
Formerly these tributes, either in kind or in money, were only one- 
tenth : but their amount has been doubled by the present King. 

The inhabitants of towns pay according to an assessment imposed 
©n the place, and founded on the number of houses which it may 
contain, and not according to their individual means. And this levy 
on any particular town is but a part only of that charged on the 
district which contains it; thus Ispahan, which for instance has Ko&m 
and Kashan within its administration, is required to furnish a specified 
sum, of which it pays part, and divides the rest among the second- 
late towns, which again subdivide their own proportions among the 
TRifeges around ; and collect, ^ch in their gradations, the appointed 
anSMs^t of the tribute, and transfer the whole to the Royal treasury. 
The goveimsent requii^ that the coRector of any given district should 
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supply a stated sum, but it permits him likewise to add, as his own 
profit, whatever he can further exact. Most of these offices are bought 
and sold. By the amount therefore of the purchase is regulated the 
rate of oppression. The scale descends ; every minor agent is ex- 
pected to accomplish an appointed task ; but is left to choose his own 
moans, and to have no other controul but his own conscience. This 
is the practice, whatever may be the theory of the administration of the 
revenue. 

The Sader is an arbitrary tax, and is the most grievous to the 
Rai/at. It admits every species of extortion, and renders the situation 
of the peasant extremely precarious. Tliis impost is levied on parti- 
cular occasions, such as the passage of any great man through the 
country, the local expences of a district, or on other opportunities 
which are continually recurring ; so that the Em/cr# is never certain of 
a respite. It is assessed in the same manner upon the number of oxen 
which he may keep. Thus, if sheep are wanted, he who keeps one 
ox is obliged to give a sheep, and so on with every other demand 
which may be made. 

The Peish-Kesh. This is called indeed a voluntary gift, but it must 
be offered every year at the festival of the Norooz ; and like the regular 
taxes, is required in the same proportion, according to the means of the 
people. 

By these taxations the condition of the cultivators is rendered 
more particularly wretched. On the contrary, the merchants are less 
oppressed than any class in Persia. The shop-keeper indeed ( duM- 
mdar ) pays tribute ; but the proper merchant, ( ^dager) a distinct 
order, pays nothing at all to the state, except the duties of the customs, 
which are comparatively very small, being about one-tenth on the 
imports ; and as tliey are not affected by any other imposition, they 
are the most wealthy part of the community. 

Landed property in Persia is hereditary, and is known by the name 
of waky. But on the delinquency of its proprietor, it may be seized 
by the King, and k then called Z&pti Bhah. it remains anneitcd t© 
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the crown, until the family are again restored, when the estate, accord- 
ing to the pleasure of the Sovereign, may be returned. The King, while 
he retains such property, g-enerally allows a portion of its produce to 
the relatives of the former owner, and this allowance is called Mouste- 
meree. Besides the Zapte Shah thexe are the Halm6 or crown lands, 
that from time immemorial have belonged to the Kings of Persia. 
They are cultivated by tenants, who defray all the expences, cattle, 
implements of agriculture, &c. and divide the net profits with the 
King. 

At the death of Ke KIM Eh A If , the Ro3''al treasury was nearly 
empty j but at the death of the late King Aga Mahomed Khan, it 
is said to have contained fifteen crore of tomauns. Since the times of 
Keeim Khan the value of bullion has increased greatly ; the miscal 
of gold was then five piastres, it is now eight and a half; that of silver 
was three hundred dmars, it is now five hundred ; and every year the 
price increases in some small degree. Provisions and labour have of 
course corresponded in proportion. There is no prohibition against 
the melting, or the exportation of the precious metals. Every one 
may convert liis own bullion into any use. If he wishes to have his 
gold coined, he can send it to the mint to be struck into any piece of 
money ; paying the value of a pea’s weight of gold for every toniaun. 
The right of coinage is secured to particular towns by firmans from the 
King. Most of the gold is clipped, as every Jew pares a little off. The 
shopkeepers also contrive to rub the coin on a black stone to try the 
purity of the metal ; by this operation small particles remain on the 
stone, wliich are extracted with care, and reserved till a sufficient 
quantity for a coin be collected. Most of the silver in circulation 
comes originally from a very fine silver mine in Bokhara. There is 
another also in Aderbigmi, and another near Shiraz, the latter of which 
is neglected, as the expences have been found to exceed the produce. 
The King’s treasure is reported, probably with much truth, to be im- 
mensely; The Persians indeed affirm, that > all the money, which is 
receivdi into the Royal coffers, remains there and never again gets into 
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circulation. In a couhti'}^ so poor as Persia, in which there are so few 
people of any capital, the absorption of a million or a much smaller sum 
would be immediately felt. If therefore all the sums, which are 
annually poured into the King’s treasure, had remained a dead stock in 
his hands, there would not now have been a single piece of gold in 
Persia. There is no corresponding influx of bullion. Persia exports 
yearly three hundred and fifty thousand tomaiim in specie to India ; 
to meet this drain there is indeed an inadequate supply from their 
trade with Russia, which purchases with gold all the silk of 
Ghilan ; and again with Turkey, wliieh pays in gold for all the 
shawls and the little silk which it exports from Persia. Yet it is 
possible that the King may reserve two-thirds of his receipts; and 
expend the remainder only, perhaps half a crore of tomaims. I'his sup- 
position derives some probability, as 'well from the increase in the value 
of bullion as from the accounts of the treasures of Aga Mahomed; 
and further from the common belief of Persia, that a large proportion 
of the regular expences of the royal establishment are defrayed by the 
Ameen-ed-Doulah, from sources connected with his ofiice and power. 
Thus he pays the household, and clothes the servants ; he supplies a 
part of the kalaats at the Norooz ; he furnishes the maintenance of the 
Kino-’s children, and clothes for the new-born infants, and necessaries 
for the mother. In Persia, when a woman is five months in her preg- 
nancy, she provides clothes for her expected offspring ; in this situation 
the King’s wives send to the Ameen-ed-Doulah a list of all the articles 
which they may want ; and which, frequently at a large cost, he is 
obliged to produce on the spot. For this purpose he keeps in his house 
a magazine stored with every description of dress for every age. Every 
year he is obliged to build new rooms in the King’s Seraglio for the 
women whom his Majesty may chance to add to his numbers ; and for 
each of these rooms he provides a silver manzal or fire-pan, a lamp 
and two candlesticks of silver, basins, ew'ers, dishes, plates, &c. and 
all of silver. To answer these immense demands, the range of his exaC" 
tions may well be believed to be unbounded. 
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The aggregate of the population of Persia is divided into tribes, part 
of which live in fixed habitations, and others (the larger proportion, 
indeed, and all the Arabs) live in tents. These tribes never emigrate 
from their own districts, but all have their winter and summer regions ; 
in the former pitching their tents in the plain, in the latter on the 
summits and declivities of their mounteins. To these districts they 
adhere strictly, as the line of demarcation for the pasturage of their 
flocks has been observed from ages the most remote. Each has its 
records, and can trace its genealogy to the firet generation. The most 
considerable and renowned are the BaMiar, tliat spread themselves 
over the province of Irauk ; the Failety that live about the mountains 
of Shomter m Susa, and extend their frontiers to those of the Bak- 
iiars ; the Affshars, that live near the lake of Shahee ; the Lacs, that are 
near Casvm. 

All the tribes pay tribute. When the King calls upon them for 
purposes of war, all (excepting the Arabs and the Faike tribe) 
axe obliged to send a propcwtion of men, who are always ready at 
his summons. 

The names of every one of such men, the names of their fathers, 
and other particulars of their family, are all registered in the Defter 
Khona at the seat of government; and at the feast of the Norooz, they 
attend the King to inquire whether their services for that year are re- 
quired : if required, they wait the encampment of his Majesty ; if not, 
they are permitted to return, but in either case they receive a stated pay. 
This is one of the oldest customs in Persia, recorded in their histories 
from time immemorial. Each tribe has its chief, who is always a Khan, 
and one of their own race. He generally remains with his people, and 
has a V akeel at the capital, who attends daily at the Der-a-Khotdh, and 
transacts all the business of his principal. He would be the Baron of 
feudal times, if he were not liable to lose his post at the will of the . 

j Beuce informed me that there still exists in Persia an an- 
ci^ ^tom, in cases of emergency, of requiring lk>m every mill (the 
wheel of which is tmmed by water) a?, man- and horse armed and accou- 
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tred for tlie field ; and of these they reckon one hundred thousand. The 
reason assigned for the King’s never requiring the attendance of the 
Failees on his military expeditions is, that in time of old (some say the 
reign of the famous King Caioum) the Failees fled and lost the battle ; 
and incmved upon themselves and their posterity this interdiction of 
military service for ever. The people of Ispahan and of Kashan, who 
either urged or joined the flight of the Failees, were included in the same 
prohibition ; and to this day bear the epithet of arrant cowards, more 
happ3^ perliaps to live a quiet life at home, than to attempt to regain 
the reputation of brave men by fighting abroad. 

The supplies which are sent receive pay from the King, as well as 
arms and horses; and when in actual service are fed at the King’s ex- 
pence. When he no longer wants them they are dismissed to their 
own homes. The tribes compose the whole military force of the king- 
dom, except the King’s body-guards, who are never disbanded, and 
form the standing army of the country. Each Prince Governor of the 
provinces has also his body-guard, which, in like manner, is never 
disbanded. 

The provinces of Aderhigian, Khorassan, Fars, Kerman, part of Iraiik 
towards Irauh Arabi, are all governed by the King’s sons. The Prince 
of Aderhigian, it is said, can raise fi’om his different tribes fifty thousand 
horse and foot, over which the King has no direct controul ; but which, 
in case of war, He can call into action by requiring the attendance of 
his son with all his forces. 

In the same manner the Prince Governor of Khorassan can raise from 
his tribes twenty thousand horse and foot. The Prince of Fars has 
likewise a similar command ; but his troops have never been summoned 
to assist the King in his wars, as they are always left for the protection 
of the Southern parts of Persia. The province of Mazmderan sends 
twenty thousand horse and foot to the King. As the Qujars or Cadjars, 
the King’ s own tribe, are resident in this province. He l(x»ks upon this 
force as his particular sa:^^ard. This tribe is considered the most 
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ancient and honoured in Persia : they reckon among themselves four 
Kings — Path Ali Shah, who was killed by Shah Thamas ; Hassam 
Khan, who was killed by Kerim Khan; Ag a Mahomed; and the 
present King, his nephew and successor. Of tiiis tribe there are two 
races; the first is the Yokaree Bash, of which the King's family and 
that of the mother of the Heir apparent are both sprung ; the second 
is die Asheea Bask. The nobility of the King's progeny varies much ac- 
cording to that of the mothers. 

The two great tribes are the Baktian and the Failee. They consist 
of one hundred thousand families each, which, at five persons in a 
family, makes two totals of five hundred thousand souls. The Bak- 
tiars, of all the tribes, send the most troops to the King’s service. 
The King’s body-guard consists of twelve thousand men, half of 
whom are disciplined in the European manner, and are called Jan-haz, 
in contra-distinction to those raised and disciplined by the Princes, 
(and particulafly Abbas Mirza, Governor of AderUgian,) who are 
called Ser-baz, Jan-baz*' means one who plays away hk soul; 
“ Ser-baz” means one who plays away his head only. 

The Twelve thousand who form the i&.ing's body-guard am taken 
indiscriminately from the tribes, or from the population of the cities, 
but principally from Mazanderan and the tribes connected with the 
King’s own race. They have their families and homes at Teheran, and 
in the neighbouring villages, and are ready at every call. They are 
divided into bodies of three thousand men and do duty by turns in the 
King’s palace, called the Ark. They are called Kechekchees or Guards, 
and every such body has a Ser Keckekchee, or Head of the Guard, who 
always attends when his corps is on duty ; and on the relief of the 
guard a Mirza belonging to the corps reads over every man’s name, 
and in case of non-attendance the defaulter receives punishment. These 
Kechekchees are men of so much femily and distinction, that one 
King’s own sons, enjoys the dignity. The Kechekchees are distri- 
I® tH'ptets of the palace, and area^ays seen on guaid on the 
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the towers of i\\t Arh. Tlieir •wateh-w'ord is “ Ancir, or ready/" which 
they continually pass from one to the other. They are a distinct body 
from the Kechekchees of the city, yd\o are solely attached to the police 
office, and do the duty of our watchmen, with this difference, that they 
liave a right to ascend the tops of the houses in their midnight 
rounds. 

Besides this body-guard of twelve thousand, the King has three 
thousand Goulams or slaves, who are horsemen and always attend him 
when he makes an excursion. All these people, both horse and foot, 
are paid, fed, clothed, armed and mounted at the King"s expence. 
Gotilam (slave) is here figuratively used to express their devotion to the 
King’s service ; for they are not in reality entered into a state of servi- 
tude by actual purchase: on the contrary, they are particularly honoured 
by the King, and his own favourite IsMAEJt Beg is their commander. 
This chief is one of those who still exercise the noose with great skill; it 
is called kummtmd, and there are some instances of its being still used 
in their engagements. 

DRESS. 

Tlie dress of the Persians is much changed since the time of 
Chardif. It never possessed the dignity and solidity of the Turkish 
dress, and much less now than ever. So materially indeed have their 
fashions altered, that in comparing with the modes of the present day, 
the pictures and descriptions in Chardif and Le Beuf, we can 
recognize no longer the same people. It is extraordinary that an 
Asiatic nation, so much charmed by show and brilliancy, (as the 
Persians have always been supposed to be), should have adopted for 
their apparel the dark and sombre colours, which are iioWj universal 



among all ranks. In the reign of the Zmd Family indeed, light colours 
were much in vogue; but the present Race, perhaps from a spirit of 
opposition, cherish dark ones. A Persian therefore looks a most melan- 
choly personage, and resembles much some of the Armenian Priests 
and Hofy Men, whom I have seen in Turkey. Browns, dark olivea, 
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bottle greens, and dark blues, are the colours mostlj worn. Red the.y 

dislike ; and it is singular that this is a hue, which fashion seems to ; 

have discarded even in the countries far beyond the Northern and J 

Eastern confines of Persia ; for the merchants of Bokhara^ who come 

down annually to Bushire to buy cloths, totally disregard scarlets, and ( 

for that colour will not give any thing like the price, which they will i 

pay for others. | 

Although the climate requires full as much clothing as that of f 

Turkey, I did not find in my stay among them, that the Persians j 

clothed themselves by. any means so warmly as the Turks. As the i 

cold increases, the Turk increases the number of his pelisses, till in the } 

progress of the winter I have frequently seen a small and puny man ex- 
pand into a very robust and athletic figure : but the Persian’s wardrobe 
does not thus extend over him as the season advances. ; 

The following is a general catalogue of the articles of their dress : — f 

1. The zeer jumah : a pair of very wide trowsers, either of red silk or ! 

blue cotton, reaching below the ancle, and fastened by a string which 
passes through the top, and is tied before. 2. The peera hawn: a ; 

shirt generally of silk, which, going over the trowsers, reaches a few 
inches below the hips, and is fastened by two buttons over the top of f 

the right shoulder. It go^ close round the lower part of the neck, | 

where it is sometimes ornamented by a ribband or thin cord of silk. 

The opening of the shirt extends to the bottom of the ribs. 3. The | 

alcalock : a tight vest, made of chintz, and quilted with cotton, which i 

ties at the side, and reaches as low as the thin part of the calf of the 
leg. It has sleeves extending to the wrist, but open from the elbow. 1 

4. The caba : which is a long v^t descending to the ancle, but fitting | 

tight to l^e body as far only as the hips: it then buttons at the 5 

side. The sleeves go over those of the alcahck, and from the elbow | 

are closed by buttons only, that they may be opened thus far for the f 

purpose of ablution, when the mmaz or prayer is said. There is I 

aaqdier species of caba^ called the bagake, which crosses over the | 

breast, aaiid fastens all down the side by a range of buttons to the hip. I 
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This is generally made of cloth, or of shawl or cotton quilted, and, as 
the warmer, is most used in winter. 5. The outer coat is always made 
of cloth, and is worn or thrown off according to the heat of the 
weather. Of this dress, there are many sorts the tekmeh ; which has 
sleeves open from the elbow, but which are yet so fashioned as to 
admit occasionally the lower part also of the arm. These sleeves are 
generally permitted to hang behind. The coat itself is quite round, 
buttons before, and drops like a petticoat over the shawl that goes 
round the waist. The oymeh, which is like the except that 

from the hips downwards, it is open at the sides. The baroonee, which 
is a loose and ample robe with proportionably ample arms, gene- 
rally made of cloth and faced with velvet, and thrown negligently 
over the shoulders. 6. Over the ca6a, comes the sM/ fewer, which is 
the bandage round the waist. This is made either of Cashmirian 
shawl, or of the common shawl of Kerman^ or of English chintz, or of 
flowered muslin. The proper size is about eight yards long, and 
one broad. To this is fastened (by a string neatly tied around 
it) a kunjur, or dagger, ornamented according to the wealth of the 
possessor, from an enameled pummel set in precious stones, to a 
common handle of bone and wood. 7- Besides the outer clothes, 
which I have just mentioned, they have also coats trimmed with fur. 
Such is the catebee, which is an uncommonly rich dress, covering the 
whole of the body, with fur over the back and shoulders, fur at the 
cuffs, and fur inside. It is made of cloth of gold and brocades, with 
large ornaments of gold lace in front, and forms altogether the 
most dignified among the Imbits that I remarked in Persia. 8. They 
have also a short jacket, called the coordee, which fits close to the 
body, but with loose flaps as low as the commencement of the swell 
of the thigh. 9- The warmest of their dresses is a sheep-skin with the 
fttr inside, and the leather part outside. It is called, from its sudorific 
qualities, the hummiim or bath, but it is more generally named the 
poosktee or ' skin. It is an ugly and unpleasant article. The better 



TEHERAN. 


sheep-skins come from Bokhara, and me covered mth the finest wool 
certainly that -I ever saw. 

The head-dress of every Persian from the King to his lowest subject, 
is composed of one substance, and consists of a black cap about one 
foot and a half high. These caps are all jet black, and are all made 
of skins of the same animals. The finest are taken from the lamb, in 



the first moments of its birth ; and they decrease in value down to the 
skin of the full-grown sheep, which the common Baifat wears. The lamb- 
skins are also used to line coats, and make very comfortable pelisses. The 
eoily distinction in the head-dress of Persia, is that of a shawl wrapped 
round the black cap ; and this distiiiction is confined to the King, to 
the Princes his sons, and to some of the nobility and great officers of 
state. Cashmire shawls have been discouraged of late, in order to 
promote the domestic manufacture of brocade shawls. 

Like the Turks, and indeed generally like other Asiatics, the Persians 
are very careful in preserving waraith in the feet. In winter they 
wear a thick woollen sock ; and in the air or in a journey, they bind 
their feet and legs with a long bandage of cloth, which they increase 
with the advance of the cold. They have three different sorts of shoes, 
and two sorts of boots. 1. A green slipper, with a heel about an inch 
and a half high, with a painted piece of bone at the top. These are 
tfWn by the higher classes, and by all before the King. 2. A flat 
dipper, either red or yelkxw leather, with a little iron shoe under the 
heel, and with a piece of bone over that shoe, on which, as in the first 
instance, the heel rests. 3. A stout shoe (with a flat sole, turning up 
at the toe) which covers the whole foot, and is made either of leather. 


or of thick-quilted cotton. It is worn by the peasants, and by the 
shatters, or walking footmen. ’ 

’ The boots 1. a very laige pair with high heels, turned up at 


the toe, made generally of Russia leather, and covering the leg. 2. 
A smaileF and tighter kind, buttoning at the side, and reaching only to 
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trowser of cloth, <alled sAa^as?«r, into which they insert the skirts of the 
alkalocJc, as well as the silken trowsers ; so that the whole looks like an 
inflated bladder. The shalwar is very nseful in carrying light baggage, 
as handkerchiefs, small books, &c. &c. not unfrequentiy a slight 
meal. 

The Persians shave all the head except a tnft of hair Just on 
the crown, and two locks behind the ears : but they suffer their beards 
to grow, and to a much larger size than the Turks, and to spread more 
about the ears and temples. They almost universally dye them black, 
by an operation not very pleasant, and necessary to be repeated gene- 
rally once a fortnight. It is always performed in the hot-bath, where 
the hair being well saturated takes the colour better. A thick paste of 
Khenna is first made, which is largely plastered over the beard, and 
which after remaining an hour is all completely washed off", and leaves 
the hair of a very strong orange colour, bordering upon that of brick- 
dust. After this, as thick a paste is made of the leaf of the indigo, 
(which previously has been pounded to a fine porvder), and of this also 
a deep layer is put upon the beard; but this second process, to be taken 
well, requires two full hours. Dming all this operation, the patient 
lies quietly flat upon his back; wlulst the dye (more particularly the 
indigo, which is a great astringent) contracts the features of his face in a 
very mournful manner, and causes all the lower part of the visage to 
smart and burn. When the indigo is at last washed off, the beard is of 
a very dark bottle green, and becomes a jet black only when it has met 
the air for twenty-four hours. Some, indeed, are content with the 
Khenna y or orange colour; others, more fastidious, prefer a beard quite 
blue. The people of Bokhara are famous for their blue beards. It is 
inconceivable how careful the Persians are of this ornament : ail the 
young men sigh for it, and grease their chins to hasten the growth 
of the hairs ; because, until they have there a respectable covering, they 
are supposed not fit to enjoy any place of trust. 

Another singular custom is that of dying the hands and feet : this 
is done by the aborementioned Khenna, which is genexaliy put ovex 
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every part of the hands and nails as far as the wrist, and on the soles of 
the feet, th toes, and nails. 


From the comparative shortness of my stay in Persia, I cannot 
presume to delineate the national character. I shaD therefore spare 
the reader any general observations which can be rendered of decisive 
authority only by the experience of years, and an intimate acquaint- 
ance with the literature and amusements, as well as with the admini- 
stration of a country. The simple incidents of my journal, as they 
ocOTT, may perhaps afford to every reader better materials for the illus- 
tetion of the manners and society and government of Persia, than any 
systematic conclusions which I might have been able to extract from 
the same scenes and subjects. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


TEHERAN TO TABRIZ. 

DEPAETUEE PROM TEHERAN'--'PEAIir---TUMULI — CASVIir-^lJl<1?A- 

nieh; tomb op suetan mahomed ehodabendehj citadeej 

NEW TOWN OP SULTANABAD—MAEMOTS— -kino’s PLBASBEE- 
HOUSE — ZENGAN-— “ELAUTS — INSCRIPTION AT ARM AGH AN^ H”' 
RIVEE KIZZIL OZAN— — -MIAUN^lH — DISPUTE ESTABLISHMENT 
OP COURIERS CAEAVANSEEAI WOMEN IN PERSIA. > 

The 7th of May 1809, which (as being the festival of Omar-Comhen^ 
or the killing of Omar) was considered a very lucky day, was at length 
fixed for our departure., Mirza Abul Hassan (the Persian Envoy 
Extraordinary) and I sent on chit baggage in the mornmg to Imawn 
jReza, about thiee^ndles the city, - and fijllow^ ourseliw at j five 
o’clock in the evening. I ww accompanied by my best of friends. Sir 
Rarpord Jones and the lest o£ his suite, and we had our parting 
lil^^'ina tmt" wMchWIM pitched them fot'the purpose. 

- ; (She spot at which we stopped was the tomb of a son of Imawn JRczo, 
fr^uented as a place of devotion. It is a square building, covered 
with a cupola, and enclosed in a square by a waU ; beyond which, in a 
row oh side, are some young trees aad shrubs and flowers. The 
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country all around was in a high state of verdure. I went to the top of 
the gate of the tomb, from which I took the following bearings : Tehe- 
ran N. 70 E.; Demawend N. 50 E.; extremity of the Alhores (at the 
foot of which leads the road to Casvin) N. 70 W.; Eey S. 45 E. 

8th. After having conversed with Sir Harfoed on matters of busi- 
ness, I slept till three in the morning, and then sat off. Sir Harford 
accompanied us for some time, but quitted us at half an hour after 
sun-rise. 

The plain of Teheran is covered with villages : I could count twenty 
to the right and to the left. The road followed, as far as Karatch^ the 
bearing of N. 70 W. which I had taken on the preceding day. At 
about ten miles froih the Imaim Reza^ we camfe to a dike cut from the 
river at Karatch, from which our water-carriers were used to bring 
drinking-water for our party at Teheran. At about six miles from 
Jmmm Reza is a village called Gddm^ distant three miles on the left ; 
another at the foot of the Alborm called Kend; further on the left is 
AU-shah^kdi a larger place, with many* trees around j then Sierar; 
then high on the hills to the right a pretty- village called Bopagotm. s As 
we approached we saw the bed ©f dbe‘ liver called Aub Karatch, run- 
ning about S. W. which I am told takes its source in the Alhores, and 
rnna towards Ihe bed is lar^, but it was then ©idy 

fikd,' Wio arosfed at the mnding of the read over a brick 
' of ■ two aibhes of diBeimt i'siaes : ' 'iahar. reme rmhs of 

i^ber brick baiWiigs, appaimtiy ®f the same age. In this = sfuct is an 
inlet of the mountains, wMdi seenns to forma pretty plain, aid in which 
I remarked some haidets. . , 

Ihe tomb of the xim of IiaAOM Ha ss ahf renders Kweddt a pfoashig 
object at a distiaai^. doas^fis shs^^dfoy the rfoh ftdiagC of two 
wnd a stream imt from thewriw.rd^®^ 
ih» Envoy infened me that this vfflage,aa»dj^€^^ op the plain, 

hfe l«otfeer-ib^ Ae jdweejfMd-JGkd^ ami were foymerV 
pr#«a^ ol Ms nadfo iMs late i^rime Mimsfrr.'s The Mirm Mmsdf 
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took «|> kis lodgings In tke tomb ; mj Mekmandar put m so. tlie house 
of a peasamt, which was clean though small; the people here bum cakes 
of cow-dung for their conrnion fuel. In a little enclosure behind, the 
house was a time. The KT. 70 W. 

0th. We departed ftom Karatch at one o’clock in the morning* 
and, as well as I could ascertain our bearing by the stars, continued 
our route in the direction of the preceding day. Twofursun^s from 
Karatch, in a plain of iramense extent, is Kemelahad. We were told 
that the road to our stage through the plain was swampy ; we thePe- 
fore chose another to the right, which (after a ride of four hours and a 
half, and a distance perhaps of sixteen miles) brought us, about sun- 
rise, to a delightful village called Korm. 

On the breaking of the morning we -had discovered an immense 
plain, so thickly strewed with villages, that no one could repeat to me 
all tiheir names. The whole, m number about one hundred, compose 
the boimik or district of Smjd}ohuki and are mostly undef the Amem- 
ed^Douiak. 

At Koran we saw the Hakim or Governor, as he was setting out os 
an expedition to collect the tadbute frcma the peasantry. The villa^ 
and the surroimding territory are delightfully watered by a rivef*, 
which, issuing from between an Eastern and a Western chain moun- 
tains, flows through a very steep channel, (in a N. and S. direetiOTi, 
after meandering some time from E. to W.) A great number of 
dikes, are cut from it, and extend the fertility beyond the course of 
the river, throe^ the whole fdain ; which, particulariy near the villages, 
i is- admirably cuithtoted. "■ . •. ,r, 

From Koram we returned to the fine, and natet -the road at a p«Mt 
Kihere stood a mrammerm and a tcanb, both in rains, and a clump of 
Ubes;’ We were four hours m teaching GaKair-smg, our a 

tttai distance from Karafch of twcnty-di^t miles. ? 

! v’Jn ihe plmn through which we - passed, weisiaw at a distahee about 
five frmmli. They are siKh as are seen tm the plains ^ 2Vo^, and here 
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country all around was in a iiigh state of verdure. I went to the top of 
the gate of the tomb, from which I took the following bearings : Tehe- 
ran N. 70 E.; Demawend N. 50 E.; extremity of the Alhores (at the 
foot of which leads the road to Camn) N. 70 W.; Reij S. 45 E. 

8th. After having conversed with Sir Harioed on matters of busi- 
ness, I slept till three in the morning, and then sat off. Sir Harfoed 
accompanied us for some time, but quitted us at half an hour after 
sun-rise. 

The plain of Teheran is covered with villages : I could count twenty 
to the right and to the left. The rOad followed, as far as Karatchy the 
bearing of N. 70 W. wlxich I had taken on the preceding day. At 
about ten miles frcah fhe Inmim Rezoy we damfe to ai dike cut from the 
liver at Karatchy from which our water-carriers were used to bring 
drinking-water for our party at Teheran. At about six miles from 
Immm Beza is a village called GdMdi distant three miles on the left ; 
another at the foot of the Alb^es called Kend; fruther on the left is 


AU^$hah^hady a larger place, with many trees around ; then Sherar; 
then high on the hills to the right a pretty- village called Boragmm . « As 


we approached we saw the bed of the taveir called Auh Karatchy run- 



ning about S. "W. which I am told takes its source in the AlboreSy and 
r«B3» towards Kinar-^-Girdi The bed is large, but it was then ©rdy 

€aroa|ed' at the winding - of the 'road over a brick 
of two «d|ies of idhfieiMt ;d»es ; -near, it. jarq some ruins of 
otite hridk buildiiags, apparmtily of Ae ; same age. In this ■ spot is an 
inlet of the mountains, which seenas to forma pretty plain, awi in wk^h 
I refnarked 'Some hamleA ’ ' .. 

1 i*he tomb erf Ihe soa orf Imaum Hassan renders Xsrftif# 
object at a A«iie;» shi|dfed'*by ttye rich of two 

§m«hmor fre€B,sm4a«tl«iim rivrr 

Envoy iiufoained me that this viiage,8i3SBd<^i^ oh the pinin, 
A hib IwAer-ibdaw Amemr^d-TkmkAy tnd were formerly 
tite pre^r^ serf Ms oisdte tito Is^ Ifripa© iiiliaister.^ The Mirza Mmsdtf 
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took vip his lodgings in the tomb; my Mehmandar put m ia tlie house 
of a peasamt, which was clean though small; the people here bum cakei 
of cow*dung foe their common fuel. In a little enclc^ur© behind thes 
house was a Tine. The sun-set N. 70 W. 

9th. We departed from Kamtch at one o’clock in the naomiag, 
and, as well as I could ascertain our bearing by the stars, continued 
our route in the direction of the preceding day. Twofursungs from 
Karatch, in a plain of immense extent, is Kemelahad^ We were told 
that the road to our stage through the plain was swampy ; we thei?e- 
fore chose another to the right, which (after a ride of four hours and a 
half, and a distance perhaps of sixteen mdes) brought us, about sun- 
rise, to a delightful village called Koran. 

On the breaking of the morning we -had discovered an immense 
plain, so thickly strewed with villages, that no oto could repeat to me 
all their names. The whole, in number about one hundred, compose 
the bolmk or district of Sot^bohuh and are mostly undef the Amtm- 
ed-Doulah. 

At Koran we saw the Hakim or Governor, as he was setting out on 
an expedition to collect the tribute from the peasantry. The village 
and the surrounding territory are delightfully watered by a rivcHf, 
which, issuing from between an Eastern and a Western chain Gf moun- 
tains, flows through a very steep channel, (in a N. and S. direction, 
after meandering some time from E. to W.) A great number of 
dikes, are cut from it, and extend the fertility beyond the course of 
the river, tJbrou^ the whole |dain ; which, particularly near the villages, 
is' admirably ciilfivhted. 

From Koran we returned to the line, and met the rood at a point 
ndhere stood a mrammerm and a tomb, both in rains, and a clump of 
iffees. We were ftnir houris m reaching K3ramir-^mgi our MensMt jo. 
HlfrA distance from Karatch of tweaty-^aght miles. ; 

Im the plain through which we passed, wesaw-at a diMaftoe about 
fiv® tonmli. ’ They are sudi as are seem on the plains of Tro^^ and here 

■ >1 ..ri ■ K K 2 ; ’ : 


TEHERAN TO TABRIZ. 


also are called Tapi. We may account for them by the battles between 
the Persians and Turks, who buried their dead under similar mounds. 
There are numbers all over the plain : the people of the country say, 
that Series or towers were built on these mounds; and our host at 
Gauzir-seng told us that a large tap6 called Murad-tapS, or the Hill of 
Charity near the village, received its name from a man who had 
made it his residence. His story (if it be worth telling) continued how- 
ever, that a stranger, who had asked charity in vain even on this 
hill, found at the door the master’s horse, and rode off with it, ex- 
claiming, “ this is your charity.” 

j ' At Gamir-sengt we were lodged in one of the towers that flank the 
walls of the village. It was open on all sides by windows ; we could 
thus enjoy the Westerly breeze, which allayed the great heat of the 
day. We were very well treated by the Ket Khoda of the village, who 
seemed to me a well-bred and well-meaning man. We had good mossj 
(curdled milk, the same as the ymiirt, in Turkey) and a sort of d rink 
made of moss and water, of which the common people all drink very 
plentifiilly at this season. 
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cipal villages on the left are Hossein-abad, Hassan-abad^ ShakinerioUi 
Shahhv-tape. Some on the right, are Awo-owri mahaU^ and compose 
part of a bolouk called Kou-payih, helon^ng to Mirka Reza 
Kouli, who was Embassador to France, and signed the treaty of 
Finkenstein. 

At about seven miles from Cusvin, we turned from the road at a small 
mud-walled village, to eat something ourselves, and to give our horses 
some grass. On entering a room, the master talked Turkish to me, and 
said that he had seen me before at Comtanimopk. In fact I recognised 
him as one of those whom I had seen at Constnnifinop/e, with the 
Persian Embassy to France. He talked to me with much pleasme of 
Fran gist oon ox Europe: and this man, who boasts of having sat in the 
same room, and of having been taken by the hand by Buonaparte 
himself, now lives in misery and solitude in an unknown village. It is 
not uninteresting to know the extreme attention which Buonaparte 
paid to his Persian guests. He lodged the Embassador and his suite 
in an house adjacent to his own at Finkenstein, and every day used to 
walk in amongst them, take them by the hand, and use every little art 
to conciliate their affections. 

We reached Casvin at half past tw'elve. The day was hot and suffo- 
cating, and there was an apj^arance of storm in the Westward. For 
about two miles before we entered the gates, we passed by fields and 
gardens, mostly producing vines, which, as I am told, yield the best 
grape in Persia. This place labours under great inconvenience from the 
want of water ; indeed, throu^ the whole extent of the immense plain, 
that we traversed during the day, there was not one ; natural strmm; 
but many kanauts were making, and wherever there is irri^tion, there 
is fertility, and the cultivation is rich. Upon the whole therefore, our 
route from Teheran displayed a country of much more promising ap- 
pearance, than (if we had trusted only to the experience of our. own 
journey from Bmhire to the capital) we might have expected in Persia. 
The brother of the Minister of Sheik Am Khan, one of the King's 

sons, and Governor of the city, came out to meet us as an istakbaU% 

*# 
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and accompanied im to an honse^ wliidb had been once a good one, but 
was then abandoned and in rains. Our Mekmandar had great difficultj 
to procmre the refreshment that was due to us; but when at length it 
airiYed, there was a supply of cooks, pots, and proTisions, which would 
have satisfied an army. Camn is almost one mass of ruins. A 
(aa ^rthquake), within no distant period, threw down the 
binldings wMcb were in die Tottie^ and made cracks in almost every 
waU. A large mosque, bmit by the Ahhasses^ has been rent in many 
plac^ in its thidk walls, and totally ruined. 

nth. The storm of thunder and rain which we had foreboded, fell in 
the ewening of the preceding day, and refreshed the air which had been 
sohry, and gave us a most' ddfightful morning. 

We left Cusvin just m. the morning broke at about four o'clock ; and 
proceeded in a direction of S. 40 W. to Siah Dehan, a village in the 
plain of Casvm, a distance of twenty miles, called six furmngs^ which 
we-peaformed in five hours. The road over this part of the plain was 
most beanti&i and the most level cf any that I had seen in Persia. 
It was fine haid grawel; and the |dain on each side it was in high 
verdure, one grass plat on which many thou^mds of cavalry might ma- 
noeuvre admirably. i ; 

The villages Continaedi as mnnerous as thore that we had before re- 
knmked in our last day% route. Thiy were noitly entrenched in 

wadi towm^ at i^ucH angki* The wind wMch Mefv from the North- 
ward refreshed the air, and made it even cold : this, which is here the 
fflrevailing wind, is called the Bmd Gagazgoon, as it blows from a little 
district of that name, composed of ten or fifteen small villages, situated 
©a the hills. At four miles firom Siah Dekan we stopped at a village 
^ tiim side of toe road caillwi Keck. The inhabitants looked at us over 
il|fce watts, and dMiaot^em. willmg to cOme out; to nsi ,at last a little 
ventured fortoii^ quesfraned hiteiaboujt Ms ownyittage and those 
but he seemed toy^ in igjvfogi answers* ahdjfhon he saw n^e 

he asked inc 

sui^cdoHS" toce,,,^ What ,i^,y#ti Writing there? ’’ and toen 
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ran off as fast as he could. In a little time after we heard his compa- 
nions crj out, “ they are Roos” (or Russians), a report which, of 
course, he had spread abroad in his village, to the fear of all the 
inhabitants. 

The name of the xdllages, according to his intelligence, were, Kenuh, 
distant two fursungs, N. 10 W.; Ahchegan^ one funung and a half, 
N. 60 W. ; Ashr-hasar, N. 40 W.; and Almgaya^ two fwmmgs, N. 
30 W. All this plain is under the jurisdiction of Casting I shobld think 
it about thirty miles in breadth, but a haze over the country might de- 
ceive me. The mountains to the right are here diminished to Mllsi 
and, joining the Southern mountains on a bearing of S. 40W. tenninate 
the plain of Camn. On the plain we saw the Aowpc, partridges, and 
two deer, with many flocks of sheep. Siah Dehan has aboat hun* 
dred houses. The inhabitante complaija of a great scarcity" of water; 
and, though their village is surroxmded by gardem, they expect altoger 
ther but miserable crops. They told us, with much warmth, of the 
injustice with which another village had appropriated the water of Sigh 
jyekan to their own use, by turning the course of the Kanavts. We 
were lodged in the best house that the place could afford, and had a 
barber to wait on us. This custom of making the barber the JEfewme 
d’ Affaires is common to the villages around. 

12th. We went from Siah Dehm to Noiirif a place situated at the 
end of the plain of Casvin, and the first in the Boloiik of Hamxi. The 
distance is called sis furmngs^ but from the time (seven hours) that we 
weape on our herses, I shcmld r^ion it at twentj-f^e mitei. As we set 
off at midni^t i did not distingiddL much on either adfi, till the break 
of day, when I disoovered several very pretty villages, on the hills ajad 
near the side of the road to the left. The plain had here narrowed to 4 
breadth of about three mite: the hills to the right were quite diminu- 
tive, and those to the left were decreasing in their height. ’ The bearing 
of NoMri from Sighlkhau may be about W. ; this is a gurais, for at night 
I could only judge by the positkm of the stars, aswi iftf the day i»y 
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compass would not traverse. We stopped at a village called Couroi^ 
to feed our horses on the new barley which was in some places breast- 
high. A peasant told us that two neighbouring villages to the Eastward 
were called Ziahet wcA Parsin; they are situated on the ba.nhs of a 
small stream, which meanders through the plain from W. to E. There 
are many other villages, the names of which I did not learn, all sur- 
rounded by cultivation, and forming green and picturesque objects. 
The whole country, indeed, was one carpet of verdure; and on the 
breaking of the morning the freshness of the odour was beyond any 
thing gratefiil. We had several severe showers; the storm gathering 
over the Western hills, and falling down in great torrents. This rain, so 
providential for the poor Rayahs, seemed to spread universal joy 
amongst them. 

13th. We proceeded this morning 'just as the sun rose, and were 
four hours on the road, to Sihin Calih^ on a bearing of N. 45 W. and 
a distance called fomfursungs^ and by my calculation about fomteen 
miles. At about three miles on the left of the road, amid very 
picturesque scenery, is the small village of Sherafabad. From this at 
the distance of a mile, (in a situation equally picturesque, and sur- 
raunded for a considerable distance by trees and cultivation) is the 
large place of Abhar. About three miles further on, still on the 
same side of the road, lies KhorremderrSf in the bosom, of tre^ 


■dens. . ' ■ 'u is 




We stopped on its skirts to feed our cattle, and to breakfast. We 
seated ourselves under the shade of some cherry trees, and by the side 
of one of the running streams of fine pure water, which abound in the 
neighbourhood We met a caravan on a pilgrimage to the tomb of 
Imaum Rbza, at Mesched; thxe Chaoush orccmductor of which, (a 
man on horsebsuck carrying a green triangular flag) complained to us 
the people ait Kk^rmmderri bad stolen Ms cloak. I We sent a man 
I him into the town, and after some^difitolty* . procured the 
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The next village was Heeah, still on the left ; and then Sikin CaUhy 
to which (# |he distance of about a mile) we turned off from the road 
on a beariiig of W. All these villages are in the Mahali of HamzL 
Grass is extremely plentiful all over this country ; and, from all that I 
can see, the passage of a large body of men would not be impeded by 
the want of jprdvisions.* On these plains the King’s horses graze annu- 
ally : and here every suimner his troops are collected. Magazines for 
their supplies are formed at SuUaniSh. A strong wind from the West- 
ward blew ffom 'two hotim before sunrise to two hours before sunset, 
and brought clouds with it ; in the morning it was unpleasantly cold. 
On the rising ground to the Southward of Sikm CaWi, are some ancient 
tomb-stones, some of which are carved in a curious manner ; among 
other things, th^ was’' a'i lion in stone — a certain sign of antiquity* 
The Arabic dfej appeared to me very old. 

14th. CdlSfi we went to Sultaniik, a distance called 

fontfitrsungs ; We *weire,feur hours on the road, and, as we walked a 
good pace, I should place the whole at sixteen miles. Of these twelve 
are on a bearing of N. 40 W. to a pass (called Tewg 
through a small rising of the plain; and the remainder to 
N. 80 W. ‘On the height of the pass are the ruins of buildings, 
which are said to be those of the gate. From this pass is 

immediately seen ; it lies near the Southern hills, and spreads itself N. 
and S. over the plain to a considerable extent, containing the pre- 
sent village among the ruins of the ancient city. I went to a tapS 
on the Sooth, befc^Wd e^^ place, and took a general view 

ofthewhoWs 

The principal objepf ^dng the remains of the ancient town is an 
immense structure, WBleh- is called the tomb of Sultan Mohamed 
KhodabendSh, and is be six hundred years old. A cupola rests 

on an octagonal base, bn each angle of which arose a minaret; one 
only ’ At each angle also was a staircase, and 
in each' If &bs|wai n door ; and, as there is one wipg which pro- 
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jecte from the base, the whole probably, in its original plan, was 
similarly surrounded by additional buildings. The principal gate 
fronted the East : it is now in pari remaining, but in a short time will 
be entirely demolished ; as during our visit there were many \vorkmen 
employed in pulling it down, to use the materials in some of the King’s 
pleasure-houses. The whole structure is of a fine brick admirably put 
together. The cupola and minarets were covered with a ^en-lac- 
quered tile, most of which is now pealed off. The great architrave 
was of Moresque work of a dark-blue-lacquered tile. The arches of the 
gab^ were all enriched with curious ornaments in plaster. The 
interior is still admirable, though it is now converted into a magazine 
of straw. Nothing however intersects the beautiful symmetry of the 
dome. The interior diameter is thirty-five paces, and on a rough 
calculation, the height of the dome must be about one hundred feet. 
In the centre of the floor among the straw is a pillar of white marble, 
probably belonging to the tomb of the King, which is said indeed to 
be immediately in that position below the surface. The people told me 
that there were many fine marbles under the straw ; and I saw (without 
l^ing able to find any descent to them) several arches under ground, 
which perhaps, support the whole floor. Over each gate is a gallery, 
which extends along the base of the dome, and leads into smaller 
gedltties within, and into others also on the exterior of the bmlding. 
These are bmitifiilly adorned with the neatest work that I had ever 
seen ; aU the cornices of the doors, the segments of the arches and the 
various niches are covered with Arabic sentences ; which in some 
places are surmounted in a smaller character by Ci^c inscriptions, all 
either painted in fresco, or raised in plaster. The whole structure looks 
more like a mosque than a tomb, compared at least with those at 
Cmstantimple ; but of any description, and in any place, I do not 
recollect a building which could have surpassed this in its original state. 
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This monmnent appears to stand in the Ark or citadel of the ancient 
Sultaniih. Its area is a square (a side of which, on a rough calculation, 
might be three hundred yards) and is marked out by a ditch still full of 
water. Part also of the ancient wall is yet standing, and bears N. 40 E. 
from the tomb ; it is about fifty feet high : the exterior surface is fine, and 
the stones, which ho%vever are soft and crumbling, are well fitted 
together. At the angle of the ditch, there is the segment of a round 
tower still remaining ; on one of the stones of which is an Arabic in- 
scription, stating that it was built by Spl-pak Mahomed Khoba- 
BENDiH ; and there is likewise a small rude sculpture of a combat be- 
tween two horsemen. At the summit of the wail also, there appears to 
be some representation of lions or sphinxes" heads. Mirza Abpe 
Hassan told me that he remembered, when twenty yearn ago the 
greater part of this wall was standing. The Persians, to illustrafe 
the original splendour of the city, say, that when the army of 
Jenghiz Khak took and plundered SultaniSh, they found in it six 
hundred thousand golden cradles. 

Here are the remains of several mosques without the enclosure of the 
ditch, one of which seems to have been a fine edifice; they are all built 
of the same materials as the tomb. Few monuments in Persia cam 
hope to survive many ag®; for the Kings, who succeed the fbundeiw, 
are anxious only to be founders themselves, and instead of taking a 
pride to preserve the works of their predecessors, as records of the ge- 
nius or greatness of their monarchy, they take pains only to destroy 
them, that they may buUd new stmctur® with the materkls, and a;t- 
tach their own names also to gieat buildings ; never considering how- 
short-lived, by theii' own example, -will be their reputation after their 
decease. The principle extends to private life, and to a certain degree 
accounts for the numbers of ruined houses which swell tlie circum- 
ference of Persian cities. ‘ Every son is unwilling to repair and inhabit 
the house of his father, and is eager to impose his own name on some 
new work. The present King has undertaken to found Sit Sultanieh a 
new city, which is to be called Sultambad. The inhabitants are to be 

L 1.2 





TEHERAN TO TABRIZ 


supplied from tbe neighbouring villages, and fi'om the population of 
Aderbigian. The Ark or citadel is already built; it is situated close to 
the King% pleasure-houses, N. 50 W. from the tomb. The King 
and all his troops encamp about June in the plains for many miles 
around. 

There are an immense number of a peculiar species of rats in the 
plain, which dig themselves holes in the ground. Our people caught 
several : they have the squeaking of a musk rat, and sit on their hind 
legs; I caught one and took a drawing of it; it was big with young, 
and had four teats on each side; in colour it was an ugly dun, and in 
length measured fifteen inches from the head to the tail: it had five 
claws on both fore and hind feet, and long nails at the end. Its head 
was flat ’With a black nose, large black eyes, and an orifice for the ear 
without any skin to cover it ; its tail was bushy, and spreading at 
the end.* 

15th. On quitting Sultaniik we stopped at the King’s pleasure-house, 
which is built on the tape or hillock, about three quarters of a mile 
from the present village. It consists of four divisions, all enclosed 
within walls, and raised with materials from the demolished structures 
of the ancient city. The first contained a suit of apartments for 
women ; the second was a polyangular building, as yet unfurnished 
(crowned at the top by a small dome) surrounded by a railing, and called 
like so many others, Koola-frangee. This, as we are told, was built after 
a drawing given to the King by one of the Gentlemen of the French 
Embassy. From this we went through a long arched and gloomy 
passage to the King s Khalwet or private room. Here there is a picture 
of his Majesty killing a stag in the chase, and a portrait of each of 
his principal sons, painted in fresco on the walls. From this we went 
to the fourth, which is the Dewan Khonih^ and opens upon the whole of 


* It appears to be the Earless Marmot of Pjehnant, p. 135; the Arctomys of 
EiNSiBirs, p. 145. 
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the plain. Here the King sits in state; and, on a terraced platform 
below stand his sons and nobles: the whole is on a small and trifling 
scale, and displays no great ingenuity in the builder or wealth in the 
possessor. 

We proceeded to Zengan : ihe. distance is called sixy?;rsen?gs, and we 
performed it in six hours ; but from the quick pace at which our horses 
walked, I may reckon it at twenty-four miles. Till the last four miles 
our route bore N. 30 W.; we then turned to N. 801V. 

The mountains on the left diminished very much, and were green to 
their summits. They terminated at a bearing of W^. and behind them 
commenced another chain, which, when the immense clouds on their 
summits occasionally rolled off, appeared very high. 

The plain ground over which we had travelled from Casting now be- 
came hilly and broken ; and in some places the soil, which before had 
been universally hard, was soft ; and the road, from the rain which had 
fallen, was rendered swampy and muddy. In the course of the day 
indeed we had much rain, though only in showers; and in the morning 
there was a rainbow. All this part of the country is well watered by a 
variety of small streams, but by no one of any note. We saw the 
plough at work in many parts of the country on a fine rich soil. The 
plough here is a rude instrument indeed ; it is a large piece of wood 
making an angle with another, which being sharpened at the end, and 
frequently tipt with iron, forms the plough-share. It is drawn by two 
oxen or sometimes by one, and sometimes only by an ass. About six 
miles before we reached Zengan^ on the left of the road there is a well- 
built village with walls and towers all around, and a small Ark in the 
centre, called Deksis. The vegetation all over the country is extremely 
rich, and certainly the most luxuriant which we had seen. 

Zengan is a large town, and is the capital of the MahaU of HamzS, 
which contains one hundred villages. The whole district, by the gift 
of the King, is the property and government of Eerkajouxa Khaf, 
the Nasakchee Bashee. The MahaU pays no revenue, but it furnishes 
the King five thousand horsemen complete, who are paid, fed, and 
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clothed from its own produce. On entering the town there is an im-» 
menae enclosed garden full of every species of trees. 

Irith. From Zengmi we went to ArmaghaneK and were six hours on 
the road; on a general bearing of N. I call this also twenty-four miles, 
as we walked a good pace. On the left, in a valley, I saw several 
villages ; the two principal of which are Kmshek and JBarrL Others 
are also situated on the declivity of the hills; the road all the way is 
full of ascents and descents ; and at about five miles from Zengm wo 
came to a valley, perhaps a bend and a continuation of that which we 
had ahr^dy noticed. At the bottom fl.Qwed from E. to W. a steam of 
beautiful water, which came from the mountains to the N. E. of our 
route, and which was formed indeed principally by the mdlting of their 
snows and the rains. In its vicinity was much cultivated ground; and 
the peasants had raised its waters in many places to carry the fertility 
still further into the fields. At the interval of about six miles there is 
a arnilar valley and a similar steam, the waters of which equally assist 
tiie culrivafcion of the muntry, and redeem it from the waste of the in- 
termediate tract. We saw many tmte of Plants of the tribe Clmi* 
mwnd^ whose cattle were grazmg in the line between the two streams. 
They were represoited to me as very warHke and brave, on which ac- 
ownt the King enrolled many of them in his Goolams and troops; and 
I was ticdd, tlmt they hsS. been the jaiacipal berc«s in the war with the 
Efissians. Their tribe coimst^ of dx thmisan^ femilies. Thear chief is 
at Teherm, and is a Khan of much consequence. They live always 
in tents, changing their situation with the seasons, and are very rich in 
camels. After having crossed the second stream we rested, and fed 
our horses on the new barley, which was there about a knee high. As we 
proceeded we met a caravan of pilgrims, from JDerbend on the Caspian, 
going to the Zemtmi of MescJied. Not one could speak a word of 
Fersian ; indeed Turkish, from this p^inl and henceforward, is the ver- 
nacular language spoken by thepeoj^e of the villages; and it is rather 
rm© to. find any one of the iialalatants who can talk Persian fluently. 
These pfigrim^ wore a white hand about their sheep-skin caps as a mark 


TEHERAK TO TABRIZ. 26S 

of their holy destination; and preceded by a Chaoush bearing a gieen 
flag, joined all in loud cries as he excited them. 

About four miles before we reached our stage we came to a third 
stream, which run with great velocity through different artificial chan- 
nels, and the borders of which were richly cultivated with rice and 
barley. On the right, just before Armaghanih^ 'm a little village called 
HouhuUh. 

The whole region from Zengan is intersected at almost regular dis- 
tances by Tallies ; in one of which lies ArmaghanSh, so concealed by 
its situation, that it is scarcely seen till it is entered. To the Westward 
appears a long range of mountains ; but the hills which we had passed 
in the day’s march, though sometimes of rock and flint, were generally 
green to their very summits ; and the soil was mostly rich earth, which, in 
some places, was spread with the hues of a thousand flowers. Through- 
out the whole tract, indeed, every thing was in life and spring. The 
animals felt the influence of the season ; and our horses in passing the 
herds around were scarcely manageable. One threw Ms rider; and 
after having given him a bite on the shoulder, attacked his fellows, and 
fought with some fury. The singing of the larks in the morning, and the 
whole tribes that swept along die air, gave a zest to the freshness of the 
dawn that was beyond description. The whole creation seemed to 
give praise to its great Creator. 

ArmaghanSh also is included in tte 'Bahuh of Bamzi. In the town 
there is a square fort. In the room, into which we were introduced, 
there were several European inseriptioiB, mostly in Russian, but oi^ in 
Latin, written I suspect by a Ermchmatfs pencil, and worthy therefore 
to be transcribed, as d&playing the spirit and temper with which they 
1^ the wuntry : 

« VENIMUS, VIDIMUS, ET MAEEDIXIMUS PEESIDi; 

** aEGIQUE, AVLJiCi ; MAGNATIBUSQ ; POEULOQ 
« SCRIBEBAWT IDIBUS APBIEIS, 1809 * * 
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M. JouAFNiisr and his companion indeed, by all the accounts which 
I received in following the line of their route, had no greater reason to 
be satisfied with their accommodations on the road, than with the mode 
of their leaving Teheran. We were told at Sultanieh, ihdLt no one there 
would furnish them with mules to transport their baggage, and they 
were obliged to be content with asses. 

The night was so cold 2X Armaghankh that we had a fire, and our 
people wore their sheep-skins. indeed, and our next 

stage, ' are very high. 

17th. We quitted AnnaghanSh at four o^clock (an hour before sunr 
rise, and enjoyed the freshness, not to say cold) of the twilight, and the 
beauty of the breaking morning. We were seven hours bn the road 
to Auk-kendf vAiick I shall reckon a distance of twenty-eight miles, on 
a general bearing of N. 15 W. Our road was over a succession of 
hills, the vallies of which were mostly cultivated. The whole surface 
indeed was generally green, and displayed an appearance of more 
prosperity than any part which we had seen on the other side of Teheran. 
The soil, though in many places broken by rocks and slate, was fine, 
and watered by many small streams. At about twelve miles from 
ArmaghanSh on the left of . the road, is the village of Dasht-Bolaghf 
situated nearly between two conical hills ; on the tops of which are col- 
lections of rocks, appearing at a distance like the ruins of towers, t * 
After this we reached an CToinence, from Which an imihen#e range of 
high mountains covered with snow, extended itself before us. The 
highest peaks bore on a general line of North ; and, from ail that I 
could learn, are not far distant from Reshf. The general ,chain;a|i- 
prOaches the shores of the Caspian ; but on ail geographical subjects ft 
is difficult to trust the class of persons, from whom alone ; on* the spot 
the information can be obtained. They very generally exaggerate, 
and are at any rate --very ignorant. ^ ,, •> ?,* ■* ». , ■; i vr v '* 

^ The whole region, (between these r mountains ^d.": those ’to the S. 
andf W. indeed on every side) is und«latQpyi, widiOPC% single’ clump of 
trees lo enliven the samene^ of the prospect ; if therefore I had seen 
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this part of the country in winter, I might perhaps have felt it still 
more inhospitable than any that we had crossed in the South. But now 
cultivation was seen in patches ; here the corn was green, there lands 
were just under the ploughman's hands. 

As we were eating our breakfast we wereovertaken by a man from Te- 
heran, who was carrying to the Prince oiTahriz the intelligence that (after 
a siege of twelve successive years) the King’s troops had taken the strong 
placeof roMrc/nz,onthe confines of Khorassan and (JshecTarfary,iogeihet 
with Mustapha Ali Khan Arab, the Governor, his troops, and the 
treasures that it contained. It is six days journey, as far as I could 
learn, South from Mesched, and is a fortress on the summit of a moun- 
tain, rendered strong by its natural situation. It gives its name to a 
very warlike tribe in Khorassan, of which the Governor, Mustapha 
Ani Khan Arab, was the chief. A great part of the treasures of 
Nadie Shah is said to have , been preserved unbroken in Toorchiz, 
which would thus further swell the King’s collection of jewels and gold. 
I asked a Persian what the King would do with the Governor? he 
said, “ Kill him to be sure and when I suggested, that it might be 
better to retain in his own service a man so bold and determined, he 
answered, “No: such sort of things may be very well with you ; but 
“ the Persians are not so ; the better you treat them, the worse they 
“ will treat you. The King, if he were not to kill him, w ould never be 
“ sure of him, for he would certainly rebel against him.” 

On approaching Auk-kend, one of our attendants, who had dis- 
mounted for the purpose of letting his horse walk easily up the hill, by 
some chance suffered him to escape: all attempts to catch him were 
vain, until a ciia^ter or walking footman, belonging to Mieza Abul 
Hass AN, seized him by the bridle, when the horse retired some steps, 
and then open-mouthed made a bound at the chatter, caught him by 
the neck, and placing one of his fore-knees upon him, kept him thus 
with his head on the ground, imtil he was beat off, , He was then 
seized by his master, to whom he meditated the same fate, and whopi. 
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in fact he threw down most violently with his fore feet, though the 
jfinal and furious gripe was prevented. 

Auk-kend is now the ifonder place in Aderbigian; the original 
boundary was the river Kizzil Ozan, but it has been thus extended 
through the King's favour to his sc«i Abbas Mibka, the Governor 
of the province. Auk-kend indeed is in the district of Khalcal, which, 
tkjugh certainly under the jurisdiction of the Prince, is immediately 
administered by two Kbansy and contains two hundred villages, extend- 
ing between MesM and Jb^deibiL Formerly it was a very flourishing 
but the war with Bussia, in which it has been obliged to 
supply troops, and at its own esspence pay, feed, and clothe them, has 
much impoverished it, and, as the Persians say, “ Kharrab Shoud^ it 
is ruined." 

18th. We proceeded from Auk-kend, at twenty minutes before five, 
and arrived at Mimn6h at one o'clock. We stopped on the road to 
feed owF hcnrees, which detained us one hour and an half, so that we 
had six bows and ferty minutes riding, which, at three miles and a 
tpaffer in the hour, gives a totrf of twenty-two miles : i reckon thus 
liltie to the hour, because the wlmle of ©ur march was overmoun- 
Ifflinous country. Our road was. nmeh to the Westward. The mountain 
Xm, which rose above us, bore S. 80 W. but, as we went some- 
wiiM''fa«werto the W. 1 ge^a^ad li^ariasg at W, i ^ 

The whole coiinhy^' hefe fand ‘partieuhuiy 'that to rite W* and N.) 
seems to have been just fmmed a great convulsion of nature ; there 
are lands of every soil, of every colour, and of every form. At the 
distance of six miles from Auk-kend we came to a small village called 
Kukepi ; we should have stopped here to have fed our horses, but 
ffiiere was noftrag but wheat-com growing around the ptee j from this 
eiiir Suito always* ^lAed m rehgicHisly, though they never scrupled 
toahtfer any terlef* field Aat might border on the road, and turning 
^rtp caitife into thd 'hery imddte without' their bridles suffered them to 
unl&diledi' was- thsre my me that dared oppose: 
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such an inroad, which is indeed the prkile^ of every officer of govern- 
ment. I was quite vexed one day (when a poor man came and in- 
treated the Persians to take their horses out of his field, for that its 
produce was his sole subsistence) to see the inhumanity with which 
they treated him; and, after- having administered a few blows to his 
shoulders, compelled him to hold their horses as they were eating his 
own property before las face. 

At about half past nine o'clock, and about fifteen miles from Auk-kendt 
we came to the banks of the Kizzil Omn, The stream runs from West to 
East, in a bed of about two hundred yards in breadth, which was then 



in a great measure dry. It rises in the mountains of Germtaut about 
five days journey from MiaunSkf and flows into the Caspian n^ ResM. 
We crossed it bn a bridge, which appeared a very ancient starwture, 
and is now frdling fast t» decay. 

It has three prinmpffi arete, the one to the W. is modeen compared 
with the other part of the structure having been restored by Aoa 
Mahomed Khaf ; as a small inscription on the new buttress inri- 
mates. The cniginal bridge is attributed to Shah Abbas; but, from 
its structure, which does not resemble that of the SeffiSf and from an 
inscription in the Cufick character (which is worked in brick all aroumi 
the principal arch) and another in a square on one of the old buttresses, 
I should suspect that it is much more ancient, and must be refered 
indeed to the earliest of Mahomedanism. When on the borders 
of the strea^^J;Was^^tC0 ^distant to see fhejcharaeters distinefty enou^ 

We^commaj^J^^^Si of the Km iminSiiatelj on quitting 
the river, and wte just^bhe hour in-^aaniBig its greatest height, and half 
an hour in descfading into tbe “plain bn the opposite ride. The clw 
of mountains, of l^iach th& fpruns a part, is the proper bouteiry of 
Ader^gi&n. Near the bridge oh flbe right, in ascending thfe mountain, 
th^re is a singular nodk which |]©en fortified with walte and turret^ 
probably coeval with the bridge. 5Ms also, however* appeare to havp 
been restor^. in.^,sbiae parts by a modem In-nd^sas- in front thefefis-'a 
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structure of fresh brick, which does not correspond with the turrets of 
the main building. All is now in ruins: indeed it could have been of 
value as a military hold, only in times when artillery was not used, as it 
is commanded by every hill around. I took a sketch of it from the 
ascent of the mountains. The old bridge below adds a very picturesque 
object to the surrounding heights and the scenery of the stream. On 
the ascent of the mountain, (over that part which in winter must be of 
more difficult passage,) there are the remains of a causeway, attributed 
in like manner, to a Shah Abbas, and extending for several miles. 

In descending to the plain on the Western side of the Cojlan Koii, we 
saw another ' river called Rood Khon^h MiauhSh, which also flows from 
West to East, having combined before we crossed it, three several 
streams (the Ceransou, the Shelter Cheyee, and the Aye Dogtnousk,) and 
about one fursung to the Eastward, carrying their united waters into 
the Kizzil Ozan. The sources, according to my informer, an old moun- 
taineer at MimmShf were about two day’s journey from his town ; in a 
direction, by the pointing of his hand, of N. 70 W. among the moun- 
tains of Sahat Dm. We passed the river over a bridge of twenty-one 
arches, in appearance indeed as old ^s that just described, but in style 
of structure resembling so inuch< the bridge' of "^Ikerdy Khan at Ispa- 
han, a workof -the age of the thatit may be ascribed to a Prince 
of the" simie race with mtich le^ improbability than that over the 
Kizzil ‘Ozan can' be attributed* to Siaf ah Abbas. If there are not 
immediate repairs, the whole in a few years will fall into the 
water. 

I It was extremely hot in the recess of the mountains, with a light 
haze from the Westward. The sun set N. 73 W. MiannSh, where we 
passed the night, was once a lar^ town, and its broken walls and gates 
are still to be seen. It is now, indeed, a poor miserable village, yet is 
^ chief place of a tribe called Chedaughee, who are reputed to be 
The master of the house, whore we lodged, was gone to 
TaU>^''S Uand his son, a boy of fourteen, officiated in his place with a 
propriel^ %ld (fexterity winch were quite amusing. He asked the 
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Mehmandar for his Jii'man, very gravely sat down and read it, then with 
a fine flow of compliments said, that every thing that he had was freely 
at our command; and that we must make his kitchen ours, and that, 
in short, he was our slave. In these countries the manners and facul- 
ties ripen long before those of Northern climates. An English boy 
in the same predicament would have run and hid himself in the 
stable. 

We were, however, rather annoyed by a great big fellow, a Ferosh of 
Prince Abbas Mirza, who pretended to much power in the place. 
In the Jli'mmi which the Mehmandar carried from the King, one of the 
articles with which the village was required to provide him was the sum 
of three tomauns. These he was wont to receive as his own perqui- 
site; and this is one of the various modes by which the King pays his 
servants without the necessity of applying to his own treasures. But 
to this, in this instance, the JPero^i^ objected, swearing that there was no 
money in MiaunShf and that none could be raised. The Mehmandar, 
on his side, talked of nothing but the King's Royal command, which 
must be obeyed before all things : to this again the EerosA objected, 
and said that he would abide by nothing but an order from his own im- 
mediate superior, the PemsA of Prince Abbas Mtrza. The 

Mirza was at length obliged to interfere: the Ferosh, in fact, had been 
paid by the peasantry to guard them from the extortion of strangers, 
and like a faithful servant he was endeavouring to do all that he could 
in their favour. To complete the business however, the Mehmandar, 
on our arrival at the close of the day's journey, missed a pair of new, 
green slippers, which loss he naturally '.charged to the dishonesty , of his 
antagonist the Ferosh. 

Since there have been such great interests pending in the North’ of 
Persia with the Russians, the Government has ^tablished Chopper 
Khonih, or post-houses, from Tabriz to Teheran, to facilitate the trans- 
mission of news, so that a courier may traverse f the distance easily in 
three days. ; A Ferosh has b^n pIac«J by the Prince Governor of 
Aderbi^kn, 'm each of the vill^ within Us territory, (in which these 
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establishments are formed) to see that every department be carried on 
with dispatch and regularity. Twenty to twenty-five horses (purchased 
by the Prince, and kept at his own expence) are always ready at each 
of these houses, and the whole institution is supported from his own 
purse. But beyond the bounds of his province, this public service is 
defrayed by the "Ray at on the line of road. 

19th. We were six hours and a half on the road, a distance of twenty- 
one miles, ftom Miaunih to Turkomen Cheyee. The road is one succession 
of high hills, generally with a small stream in the vallies below, flow- 
ing from the mountains of which extend almost to Tabriz 

on the N. W. and to near Resht in the territory ot Khaical, on the 
N. E. and the snows of which seemed then to be rapidly melting, and 
(by the discolouration of the water) to have formed these streams. On 
setting out from MiamSkiWorode by the banks, and frequently crossed 
one of these streams, which was up to the bellies of the horses and 
very rapid. I frequently set the bearing of our road from the top of 
the hills, which was N. 70 W. and (though varying now to the W. 
then to the E.) may be fixed generally at that point. The whole is 
vary . easy of acce^, nor indeed did I see any part on this side of 
Ttkeran, where an aitny would meet with impediment, except on 
fri© C^w K&u, ’ and thare only in a few passes : and from the 
pne^t appearance of the country, magaganes might be* formed every 
where. rV' ■ ' 

The weather during the last two days was extremely sultry, and we 
suffered greatly from the heat. The tract indeed, over which we 
were passing, is called by the Persians Germesir^ or the hot, from the 
notoriety of its temperature. The corn at MiaunSh was acccord- 
higly much more advanced than in any previous part of the countiy, 

I Th«B is a small village to the S, of Turkomen Cheyee^ called Carayeh, 
stettod on the back of the hill The valley of Tmkmien Cheyee is 
of grcCT, richly cnlfriated in wery pari About noon the 
i^ondwiiSi&ered ; and as i w® w«© Ibeding joar hoarsest' a shower of rain, 
with thim^rf Surprised and refi^cdbed 19 after our hot ride. 
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On the 20th> we went to TchnS-dash, twenty-one miles, on a bearing 
of N. 40 W. over the same sort of country as that which we had 
crossed on the preceding day ; but the ground was much saturated 
by the late rain, and, as the soil was soft, our road was rendered very 
disagreeable. At about six miles from Turkomen Cheyee we came to 
a valley richly cultivated ; and about two miles on the right, was the 
village of Uzumchee, We saw some other tillages, situated at a 
distance from the road, on the heights of the mountain. We passed 
two ruined caramnserais. The last was about three miles from 
Tekmi-dash; and, by an inscription on the gate, was built by a servant 
of Shah Abbas. Not a tree appears over all the country, but 
there is generally much cultivation. A little after sunrise we saw 
some high mountains beating about If . W. , Soon after otir arrival a 
Smiling lad came in with a papOt itf his hand, and presented it to the 
Mirza. It was a petition from himself tod his school fellows, to beg 
a holiday for them from their master j an address wliich they nev^ 
fail to make to any man of consequence, who may happen to pass 
through their village. The children here are taught Persian in the 
Schools; the Turkish being the native tongue of the country. There 
Was a very strong wind from the West, which, as the people told us, 
had blown for five or six days ; and, though it fell as the sun went 
down, the cold during the night Was very severe. 

21st. The six hours and a half which we spent on the road 
to Sdid&bad to-day, were very pleasant, as We had coveted weather 
wifti- a fresh 'bteeite;'’' W.- We -.went twenty-five 
miles in the dfree^ion- of N.- 4& W: m a good road, which had 
been hardened by the late wind. At about five miles from 
Tehni-dash, on ftie left, is the village of Bhd Men; and' a little 
farther, (cm a rising ground throngh which the road passes,) are a col- 
lection (k large stones, apparently the remainB of a iBiildiag, with a 
few large oblcmg Weeks curiously carved, which certainly teionged to it. 
They resembled, indeed, rather the fernib-^tcmes! whteh i had remarked 
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before ; but they had no characters upon them. At about five miles 
before we came to Saidabad we entered a pass in the mountain, on the 
right of which, as we left the plain, w'e noticed a piece of water with 
much wild fowl upon it. After having ascended and again descended 
the pass, (from the summit of which we had a view of the mountain of 
Tabriz), we came to a coramnsera? situated amid very picturesque 
scenery just at the bottom. The right wing, and many other parts of 
this edifice, were falling into ruin. It contains a square area of two 
hundred and sixty paces of an admirable and solid construction; the 
work of the Seffis, strongly contrasted with the comparatively misera- 
ble building of the present day in Persia. The fine arches of the 
domes attest the excellence of art in the age of its erection. The inte- 
rior arrangements are very good : on each side of the square are rooms, 
each with a fire-place, and in the centre of the whole is a large square 
compartment, divided into a variety of chambers of all descriptions, 
with recesses for horses. All this is built of a fine brick, with a strong 
foundation, and occasional reliefe of stone. At the foot of the whole 
building, at close intervals, ftre stones cut for the convenience of 
tying up cattle. At this spot we were overtaken by a storm of thunder 
^d hail, and driven to sepfc refiige in the caravanserai; where the 
gloom, of the old building, enlivened by the grotesque figures of our 
party, raninded hm: of o^ romance which modem writers 

have so frequently labour^ to describe. ’ 

We turned off from the high road to the left, and at about two miles 
and a half from the caravanserai, reached Saidabad. We found in it a 
mud fort, and houses with roofs arched but extremely low. Our ser- 
vants were introduced into a chamber, a part of which was already 
occupied by a family of young ai^s ; the rest was all their own. In all 
parts of the village were small pyramids of cow-dung, the different 
collections of the poor inhabitants for their winter fuel. The walls 
of i then houses were likewise covered with great cakes of the 
same aw.terials, which were then drying as additions to their 
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stock. The common children collect this j and I have frequently 
seen two little creatures contending for it with the highest anxiety and 
animation. 

There is so great a scarcity of wood over the whole country 
through which we have passed, that the poor are necessarily re- 
duced to these extremities for the supply of their wants. In general 
they are miserably clad; the cliildren have scarcely any thing to 
cover them but a shirt of coarse linen, which hardly reaches their 
middle; and the women wear nothing but a shirt, a pair of drawers, a 
jacket, and a veil, which covers their head and serves them on all occa- 
sions. Even in these poor villages the females are inconceivably shy. 
I happened to be standing near the place where the people were loading 
our baggage, when a poor woman seemed anxious to come forth from 
the neighbouring house, but durst not whilst a man was near. She 
kept peeping at intervals through the door for nearly half an hour, and 
drew in her head precipitately, although muffled, whenever a man’s face 
was turned towards her. When I have told the Persians that in Europe 
a husband has but one wife, and that in company we pay more civility 
to any female than to the greatest man, they have remained astonished, 
wondering that creatures (as women in their eyes appear), born only 
for their pleasure and convenience, should at all partake of any of 
those attentions which they deem to be due to Themselves exclusively. 

As we were seated in our miserable dwelling, the village music at- 
tended us, composed of a singer, and players on ihe tambourine and on 
two kamounchas. To the great mortification of these poor people we 
dispensed with their noise, which, jf it^bad begun, would not readily 
have ended. 

22d. From Saidabad to Tabriz is a distance of about fourteen 
miles, on a direction of N. 50 W. There are said to be two vol- 
canoes in the neighbourhood. Having travelled ten miles, we stop- 
ped to breakfast at a charming spot, near a beautiful stream of 
water, crossing us from S. W. to IST. E. and surrounded by more wood 
than altogether we had seen all over the latter part of our journey. 
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Thej are principally poplar (almost the only tree indeed which we had 
remarked in our route) and many are felled for building. Within two 
miles of Tabriz there is a village on a hillock, called Condorood; and 
immediately on the skirts of this spot is another, called Basmidge : 
on leaving which we saw great numbers of those square and oblong 
stones, so often mentioned in my Journal. As among them there are 
modern tombs, the original intent of the more ancient stones is cer- 
tainly the same. 
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APPROACH TO TABRIZ -ENTRASTCE -HEALTHIIirESS OP THE 

SITUATION GARDENS MARBLE OF TABRIZ — DESCRIPTION OF 

THE CITY CHARACTER OF THE PRINCE ANECDOTES PER- 
SIAN HORSEMANSHIP MILITARY QUALITIES FORCE OP THE 

PROVINCE THE FIRST MINISTER GOVERNMENT AND SUCCESS 

OF THE PRINCE — PROJECTS OF IMPROVEMENT SHIPS — REVE- 
NUE OF THE PROVINCE POPULATION OF TABRIZ — ENTERTAIN- 
MENT — PERSIAN CONVERSATION MANNERS ACCOUNT OF MA- 

ZANDERAN — FAUCES HYRCANIiE? VESSELS OF THE CASPIAN 

GHILAN THE GOUDARS TURCOMANS ; INROADS ; CONDUCT 

TO THEIR PRISONERS KAMCHAUKS. 

The road across the plain towards Tabriz is very fine; and on each 
side of it we saw numerous ploughs. Four oxen were employed to 
each; for the soil is here hard, and turned with more difficulty. The 
implement itself, however, appeared more ponderous than any that we 
had seen before. About three miles from Tabriz the road is intersected 
by hills of a sandy and stony soil- Here we were met by an officer 
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deputed from the Prince to greet our arrival. He was accompanieci 
bj ten or fifteen men, and preceded by a led horse. As soon as our 
party perceived their approach, it was ridiculous enough to see how 
every one put on any the smallest piece of finery that he possessed, in 
order to strilie the others with respect. The Mirza alighted from his 
mule and mounted a horse ; and when we met, all the flattery and com- 
pliments were repeated with the same sincerity as before on our road 
to Teheran. They talked of themselves and their government with 
singular complacency, and of the Russians with the utmost contempt. 
The officer who came to meet us said, “ they fear us like dogs; we 
“ have every thing better than they have; they will never dare to shew 
“ ffieir faces again."^^ f-- 

Tabriz first appears between the angle of the bases of two hills, and 
then opens to the view by d^^es. In the season in which we saw it, 
it formed a pretty object ; as the constant monotony of the mud- 
walls and mud-brick houses was hid by the rich foliage of the trees, 
which aie interspersed throughout the city. Close to the walk, near 
the Tekeruft gattei, is the <x)niplet3e ruin of a mosque, but still sufficiently 
pireserved to shew how 6»e a staictur© it must caioe Imve been. It 
was built about six huiuired years ago, by Shah Shem Ghuzan, 
-(the successor of Sham Mahomed Kmodabendsh, whose tomb has 
Aescrib^ at Sultan^h^ but it has been destroyed by an earth- 
qitekfe within thirty yeais. She inhahibHits the fruitfulness of the 
terfitory, and ftie salubrity of the air of Tabriz. Its very name, 
UcccA’ding to the Persian etymology, indicates the excellence of its 
situation, for it is composed of Tab a fever, and riz fled.* They 
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complain, howerer, (though as of their oaly inconvenience) of frequent 
and violent earthquakes, which they attribute to the volcanoes in the 
district, which throw out smoke but no flame. The smoke is so 
mephitical, that it kills immediately a dog or fowl placed over 
it. The volcano(^ are particularly to the East, in mountains of a 
red and copper-like appearance, announcing much mineral matter. 
The climate of Tabriz is subject also to much thunder, lightning, 
and rain. 

Tabriz is no more the ma^ificent city described by : all 

its large buildings have been destroyed by earthquakes. I rode round 
the walls, and estimated the circumference at three miles. Three of 
the gates are ornamented with pillars, inlaid with green-lacquered 
bricks, and look very respectable ; the other five are very small and 
mean. The walls are very wmk, and here and there renewed with 
mud-bricks baked in the sun. The whole town is surrounded by 
gardens, which the Persians call Meewonklion^h^ or fhiit-hous®. One of 
these, to the West, belonging to Hajee Koajst Mahomed, is very 
extensive, and planted entirely with fruit-trees, excepting one row of 
poplars ; the only other wood indeed which I saw at Tabriz^ and that 
of which all the timber- work of their houses is constructed. There arc 
thousands therefore planted on the borders of every stream about the 
city. The abundance of fruit in the season was already evident, by 
the state of the gardens, and particularly of the apricot trees, in 
the spaces between the lines, were mounds ot earths in rows, on which 
vines were extended on an angle of about §0°, and irrigated by 
water introduced throng chaBiids Sarmed -by fite bases tap tibe 
mounds. 


WiLi-iAM Jones — “ Tab sonifies nfeser^aaArh is the f articipfe of rilthten to rfwjJmr. 
“ Tiere was an ancient city which stood nearly in the Eaine place, and is called TsaSpiy 
“ by Ptoeemy.” — Descr^lion of Mia subjmmd to tke^ Mktoire de Nader Chak ,* ” Wbrh^ 
Voi. T. p. m. 
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To the N. W. of the city is a very extensive burial placej over the 
whole of which are strewed black blocks of stone or granite, carved 
in the manner which I have frequently described, and mostly without 
an inscription, though some bore the Arabic character. To the S. W. 
of the town are some more of these ancient tombs, one of which 
is of the red stone, evidently cut from the adjacent mountains ; the 
others are of a black marble, which takes a fine polish, but which is 
now no longer used, nor could I learn even the situation of the 
quarries. One of the stones measured eight feet and a half in length, 
and two feet and a half in breadth ; and covered probably some very 
distinguished hero : near it is a small mosque. 

The transparent or rather diaphanous substance, with beautiful 
veins, (which is called the marble of Tabriz, and which I have described 
in some of the public buildings at Shiraz and Ispahan) is not procured 
near the city or taken from a quarry, but is said to be rather a petrifac- 
tion found in large quantities, and in immense blocks, on the borders of 
the lake Shakee, near the town of MeraughSh. It takes the finest 
polish, and is employed in baths, in the wainscoting of rooms, in 
tomb-stones, and in every other purpose where ornamental marble 
is necessary. 

There are twelve public baths, some of which are handsome ; and 
there is a bazar, which extends the length of the city, but it is mean 
and 'dirty. Tabriz has no mosques of any particular merit: oh 
entering indeed there is the large ruin already mentioned ; and to the 
S. W. of the city (enclosed in the Ark or fort of Alt Shah, which 
contains the barracks and magazines) are the remains of another, 
now converted into a look-out house. This is a conspicuous, but very 
unseemly object, and to me seemed of little use, and from its height 
to be the most exposed either to the shock of an earthquake, or to an 
‘attack firom a battery. The danger of earthquakes has taught the in- 
habitants of Tabriz to build their houses generally as low as possible ; 
employ more wood than brick and plaster, in their construe- 
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tioii. For the same reason the Jasa/’s have only wooden roofs, and 
are not arched as those in the better cities of Persia. Yet I am told 
that in earthquakes, the domed buildings (particularly the Hummum 
Khan, the largest in Tabriz) have invariably stood ; where others, the 
strongest walls, have been rent asunder. 

Tabriz had declined to an insignificant place, when about four years 
ago the present Prince, Abbas Mirza, the Heir Apparent of the 
crown, w^as appointed to the government of Aderhigian, and made it 
his capital. Vfhen we visited his city, he had resided there four 
years, and had guarded the frontiers of Persia against the Russians. 
During that time he had repaired and beautified the walls, had made 
a new Maidan, and erected some new buildings. Indeed, before, 
there was no place fit for his habitation ; and all the great men attached 
to his court have since been obliged to build houses for their own 
accommodation. 

The Prince is said by the Persians to possess every quality, that 
can grace a mortal; and (as there are many circumstances in his 
character, which his countrymen w’ould never think of inventing) I am 
Inclined to believe them. They were related to me by the Hakim or 
Governor of the city, at whose house I lodged during my residence at 
2h6m. Some time ago, three of the Prince’s children died; his 
Vizir appeared before him with a mournful face ; the Prince observed 
him, and inquired the reason: the Fmr hesitated, “ Speak," said the 
Prince, “ is there any public disaster ? have the Russians been suo 
“cessful? have they taken any more country from us .^’ “No," 
answered the Minister, “it is not that; your children are sick:" 

What of that?" asked the Prince ; “ But very sick indeed," con- 
tinned the Vizir: “ Perhaps then they are dead,” interrupted the 
Father. His Minister confessed the truth. “ Dead I” said the Prince, 
“ why should I grieve? the state has lost nothing by them; had I lost 

three of my good servants, had three useful officers died, then indeed 
“ I should have grieved : but my children were babes, and God knows 
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“whether, if thej had grown up to man^s estate, they would have 
“ proved good servants to their country.” 

The Prince is remarkable also for the plainness of his dress ; he 
never wears any thing more than a coat of common Kerbas (a strong 
cotton cloth) and a plain shawl round his waist. Whenever he se©i 
any officers of his court in fine laced or brocade clothes, he asks them, 
“ What is the use of all this finery. Instead of this gold and tinsel, 
“ why not buy yourself a good horse, a good sword, a good gun ; this 
“ flippery belongs to women, not to one, who calls himself a man 
“ and a soldiar.” He inspects himself all the detail of his troops, their 
aims, horses, and accoutrements, adopting those that appear to him fit 
for use, andrgecting those that are below his standard. The Govem(ar 
of the city, who related these traits to me, had in his house at the time 
two hundred muskets, which the Prince refused out of two thousand, 
that had been sent to him from Teheran, having himself examined every 
|«pgle gun, and tried every lock. He is said also to be extremely 
Kberal to his troops, and to give all his money among them. 

When I asked the Governor, if Messrs. Jouannikt and Nbrciat, 
of fbs French Embassy, (who had arrived a few days before us, and 
irhom I overtook at Tabriz) had as yet departed, he replied that they 
were g«ae. When he came back to me in the evening, he told me 
feat they were nM. He added, that on appearing before fhe Prince 
inthe mbming, he hadr rehiled my question and his own answer; on 
which the Prince exclaimed, “ You told him that they were gone ! 
“ How could you tell him such a falsehood ; I will not allow any of my 
“ servants to speak an untruth — -Go and tell him that they are not 
“ gone.” It appeared that the Governor had been really mistaken in 
his first report. ? 

The Governor talked also of his Princess horsmanship, and skill in 
the chase, winch w^-e unequalled. Be told me that at Ml gallop the 
Pfmee aadd shoot a deer with a atin^ bafl, or with the arrow from 
to tow* to a bird the wiag. He comidnes indeed the thras great 
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qualities of the ancient Persians, which Xenophon enumerates, 
riding, shooting with the bow, and speaking truth. His countrymen 
however are, in general, less severe in their estimate of the requisites of 
a great character, and are content to omit the last trait of excellence ; 
but they never praise any one without placing in the foremost of his 
virtues his horsemanship; in which alone perhaps they possess any 
national pride. I once in fact was in some danger of a serious dispute, 
by hazarding a doubt, that the Turks rode better than the Persians. 
It is quite ridiculous to hear them boast of their own feats on horseback, 
and despise the cavalry of every other nation. They always said. 
Perhaps your infantry may surpass ours ; but our horsemen are the 
first in the world nothing can stand before their activity and impe^ 
“ tuosity.” In fact, they have courage-one of the first qualities of a 
horseman; they ride without the least apprehension over any country, 
climb the most dangerous steeps over rock and shrub ; and keep theit* 
way in defiance of every obstacle of ground. They have also a firm 
seat, and that on a saddle which, among an hundred difiPerent sorts, 
would be called the least commodious. But that is all; they under- 
staud nothing of . a fine hand, nor indeed with their bridles can they 
learn; for they use only a strong snaffle, fastened to the rein by an 
immense ring on each side, which they place indifferently in the 
strongest of weak^t mouths: nor do they know how to spare their 
horses and save them unnecessary fatigue ; for their pace is either a 
gallop on the full stretch, or a walk. As a nation, as fit stuff for 
soldiers, I know of no better inateriuls, .The Persian possesses the true 
qualities of the/ Soldieri.aictive, inur©d to labour, careless of life, ad- 
miring bravery, and indeed (as the chief object of their ambition) 
aspiring to the appellation of resheed or courageous. 

The greater part off the Prince’s horse were sent out atthisse^n 
into ( different districts, where grass is. the most plentiful; and. there 
were; said to be only three thouiMffld men in ^rrison at Tabriz^ 
The.aippunt of the general /orce .under * the government, of the 
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Prince, according to the information of his Prime Minister, is as 
follows:—- . : . ■ 


Cavalry - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - 32,000 

Infantry - - - - - - - - “ - - - - 12,000 

Infantry disciplined in the Enropean manner - 6,000 


40,000 

;The taroops imder these descriptions are composed principally of men 
fiitnished in different quotas in lieu of rent by the villages, but paid, 
dolhed, and fed by thei Prince. But beside this number actually en- 
toHed, each man has also a substitute, who is similarly instructed in 
the use of arms, ready to supply his place if he should be cut off in 
battle, or prevented by any other accident. 

. MmzA Bozuek, first Minister to the Prince, appeared to me by 
the most superior man whom I saw in Persia. I brought a present 
to Mm ftom the Envoy, which, however^, he advised me to offer to the 
Prince in my own name, as it was not the custom in their country to 
pay a visit, empty-handed to a person of rank. I resisted tMs, because, 
itti the fiirst plane, I saw no necessity for the visit at any rate, as I was 
meittly a passenger through the province, and had no business at the 
j I meiition trait of hberalitj^ because it is so singular in his 
natiom He talked much of the state of improvement in wMch the 
Princess administration had brought the province of Aderbigian; never 
speaking of his own counsels or co-o^ation, to which so much is 
due, but always referring the whofe merit to tlie talents of his Prince. 
He said, that within one yesuf Srey had brought their artillery to a state 
of perfeetiOELwMdh might rival th^ of their enemies the Russians ; that 
thfik in&atry had. now learned the peKfect use of arms; and that, by 
the acknowledgment of the RusaiaBs themselves, the Persian soldiers 
. mile mvi sk match &r thm. He added, that im pains had been spared 
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to acquire a knowledge of military tactics, and the theory of fortifica- 
tion, which they had gleaned from French and Russian books, trans- 
slated by the Prince’s order into Persian. The Minister said, that the 
Prince was the only person in Persia who had a complete set of charts, 
besides drawings of every instrument and weapon used by Europeans 
in war. He told me that they had discovered in Aderbigian mines of 
iron and brass, which, entirely by their own ingenuity, they -made pro- 
ductive ; but that they still laboured under the greatest inconvenience 
from the want of proper artists and miners, and could not tlierefore. de- 
rive the full profit which they might otherwise expect, or as yet reduce 
the price of their produce. According to the Minister, better guns are 
now cast at Tabriz than at Ispahan ; and they had invented also a small 
kind of artillery, which was sufficiently light to be carried by mules 
keeping pace with the march of their cavalry over mountains and 
difficult passes. 

When I offered to procure from England any books and other ne- 
cessaries to facilitate their operations and give new light to those sub- 
jects upon wffiich they were imperfectly informed ; the Minister replied, 
that nothing in the world could afford greater satisfaction to the Prince 
and himself; but he added, ** there is only one thing which England 
“will keep from our kno%vledge, as she has done from every other 
“nation, the art of building ships." I assured him that England 
would furnish Persia not with instructions only, but with masters, as 
she had done for Turkey and Russia. He answered, “ all this may be 
“ very true ; but there is still an art which she possesses in matters of 
“ navigation which she will never disclose to any nation. If it be not 
“ so, how is it possible,” he continued, “ that her ships should be so 
“ superior to all others, and that none have ever yet been able to de- 
“feat her in any combat at sea.” I answered, that her superiority 
consisted not in the ships, but, by the blessing of God, in the men that 
were in them ; that, in fact, in folding ships we were equalled, if not 
exceeded, by the French ; and that the superiority could not rest in the 
vessels, since a considerable proportion of our navy consisted of prizes 
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taken in battle. The Minister, however, was unconvinced, and con- 
tinued to believe that there was some secret in our naval architecture 
on which our success depended. At our parting visit the Minister 
added, that the Prince was anxious to have some insight into the 
history of England, and desired me to bring with me on my return 
some book on the subject. He wished me also to procure for him hi.s- 
tories of France and Russia, in order to compare them with those which 
he had already got ; for, said he, “ the English being known ever to tell 
“ the truth, and the French and Russians to be less scrupulous, the 
‘VPrince will not be satisfied with what he has leamt, until He heam it 

confirmed by an English pen." 

During our residence at his capital, the Piiiice received intelligence 
of the discovery of a lead mine in the territory of Khalcal, fourteen 
fursungs from Tabriz, in the direction in which they had found mines 
of saltpetre and copper. As a specimen, a large piece of ore, almost 
pure and free from earth, was produced. At Bakouba there is a mine 
of sulphur. The district of Khakal alone furnishes to the revenue of 
Aderbigian fifty thousand tomauns; the whole of that revenue was 
stated to me at seven hundred thousand ; but whatever may be the 
correctness of this account which I received from a Persian, the 
province is certainly the choicest part of Persia that we saw. 

i 'The population of Tabriz is to all appearance much exaggerated j 
I was told indeed that it contained fifty thousand houses and two 
hundred and fifty thousand persons. There are about two hun- 
dred Armenian families, who live in a MahalS or parish by themselves. 
Tabriz manufactures a, great number of silk stuffs, w’hich are much 
used. 

During our stay at Tabriz the Prince spent a day in the garden of 
Hajee Khan Mahomed. Whenever he wishes to shew any mark of 
attention, he sends to let the person know that he will Be his guest on 
such a day. This sort of visit, however, generally costs the entertainer 
a large sum (in this instance two thousand tomams) as the Prince is 
followed 1^ his whole houselK)^^, W alights from his horse, 
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shawls and gold stuffs are strewed on the ground, over which he walks: 
a part of the ceremony which is called the Pai-endaz. 

28th. I dined with Mi rz a Hass ah, son of the first Minister, 
Mirza Bozurk. There were a number of young and pleasant men, 
who would have enlivened any company ; but they seemed to vie with 
each other in the marvellous. As a specimen ; a had told 

one, that he was in his room when a shock of an earthquake threw him 
on the floor, where he lay for a long time in a trance; and on recover- 
ing, found himself, to his great surprise, extended in the court-yard, 
close under his apartment : a second shock having projected Mm sense- 
less out of the window. Of slight-of-hand they recounted the most 
wonderful feats ; and to all tMs, they swear by each other’s heads, 
eyes, sons, and fathers. The surest prognostic, indeed, of a falsehood is 
the number of emphatic oaths by which it is preceded. The Per- 
sians are called, with sufficient propriety, the Frenchmen of the East ; 
they are indeed a talkative, complimentary, and insincere people, yet 
in manners agreeable and enlivening. 

A description of the etiquettes of the court, or even of private life, 
in Persia, would be a work of endless and trifling minutiae. They are 
such however, and so well recognised, and so easily observed and 
imitated by every class from their youth, and indeed (in the government 
under which they live) so strongly mark the gradations of rank, that 
no person, even of the meanest condition, is ignorant of his proper 
situation, and of the several etiquettes attached to it. In the educa- 
tion of a young man of family, the principal feature is the course of 
instruction which he receives in the forms and phrases of society. For 
that purpose, from the earliest age of the pupil, masters attend who 
teach the modes of salutation, and the appropriate compliments to 
superiors and inferiors. They also instruct him, where to sit on enter- 
ing a Mujlis (or assembly) ; of whom he has the right of precedence, 
&c. and greater importance is assigned to this knowledge than almost 
to any thing else. Nothing marks .this moae. strongly than the forms 
wMch gradually ascend in a regular scale from the peasant to the Kingv 
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Hie first Minister appears under the same discipline of humiliation 
before his Majesty, as the Raya#, before the Ket KJmdd of his village; 
and it is somewhat ridiculous to see that man, who sat in state in his 
Dewan, surrounded by a numerous circle of obsequious attendants, 
performing the next moment, in his turn, all the offices of one of 
those attendants before the King. In Pemia, and I believe generally 
over the East, a son never sits down in the presence of his father. 
Thus the King’s sons always stand before him, and are regarded only 
as the first of his servants. Prince Abbas Mieza, who is Governor 
of AderUgmif and Heir Apparent of the crown, whem he repairs to 
the court of his father, appears there like any one of the other sons, 
with the single advantage of taking the praxdence of the rest- 

The King is never approached by his subjects without frequent indi- 
nations of the body; and when the person introduced to his presence 
has readhed a certain distance, he waits until the King orders him to 
proceed ; upon which he leaves his shoes, and walks forwards with a 
respectful step to a second spot, until His Majesty again directs him to 
advance. No one ever sits before the King except relations of Kings, 
Poets, learned and Holy Men, and Embassadors : His Ministers and 
Officers of State are never admitted to the privilege. The place of 
honour is on the Idh When an inferior visits a superior, he sits at a 
dustaiice, t and not on the smne mumud. He places himself on the 
^fhe IcMiig tbati iddbrts tl»s room); nor even there, till 

he is desired ; and, in approachii^ his superior, he is very careful to 
cover himself with his outer-coat, and to sit down directly on his 
heels, so that his feet are completely hidden. When a servant comes 
before his master, he makes an inclination of his body ; and, when he 
goes away, he walks backwards until he reaches the door, where he 
makes another inclination. 

There is as much etiquette in smoking as in sitting. No in- 
ferior' calls for his kalmm^ until the superior has given the lead. 
No one can smoke before the King; and only particular persons 
before Ae Princes. 
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I had some conversation with a native of Mazanderath who extolled 
the virtues of his countrymen, and complained of the ill-conduct of 
their rulers, in equal proportion. He himself had been despoiled of 
his property, and reduced almost to beggary ; but, as he added, 
many from his province had gone to India, and by their abilities on a 
more favoumble ground, harl realized fortunes. 

He told me that there were two entrances into Mazanderan ; one, by 
the Pile Pud-har, the road through which leads off the bridge over which 
we crossed the Az’zze/ Ozan ; and the other, by the way oiPesht on 
the borders of the sea. The Jungle, or wild woodland, is so impene- 
trable, that, according to his illustration, an arrow discharged from a 
bow cannot force it, but strikes on the exterior reeds. The Pile Pud*- 
bar is perhaps the ancient Fauces Myrcanits ; and the accounts of 
OuEAEius, and other modem travellers, as well as the intelligence that 
I received, confirm the original tremendous descriptions. I had been 
told at Teheran, XhsiX men are stationed at different intervals to give 
notice to travellers of the approach of others in an opposite direction ; 
for in the narrowest part two mules cannot pass, nor can they turn 
back. I was further told at Tabriz, that the great causeway built by 
Shah Abbas, is falling into total decay ; and in some places is so 
much ruined, that though mules and horses may still travel upon it, 
camels can no longer be used. The avenues therefore to Mazanderan 
might be successfully guarded by twenty expert fiisileers, against any 
force that could be brought. The people indeed had frequently peti- 
tioned , their goirerammt to repair the causeway j but it has been the 
poBcy of the ccwfrt to leave it in its prwnt stete, that in case of any 
necessity the King might retire there in safety, and defend hitoself 
in the inaccessible frstnesses which the condition of the province thus 
opposes to an enemy. 

The vessels which navigate the Caspian, sace (according to the same 
anthority) very rude and ill-built, being planks put together without 
any caulking to their seams; the peopte’W therefore obliged inces- 
santly to bail the water off in buckets ; for they have not kamt tihe 
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use of pumps, a knowledge indeed to which alone he attributed the su- 
periority of the Russian vessels. 

He told me that the people of Gkilan have a language of their own, 
distinct from both the Persian and the Turkish, and bearing indeed 
no affinity to either ; although, on questioning him ftirther on the subject, 
I found that they had no books written in that language, and that 
it was merely a Patois, or corrupted Persian, which the common 
people spoke. 

In continuing our conversation, he mentioned that near the town of 
Ashreff, on the West of Asterabad, is a tribe of people called Goudar, 
in number about one hundred houses, or five hundred souls, who 
inhabit the wild coimtry in the neighbourhood. If my Mazanderan 
informer may be credited, they are of no religion ; and in the inter- 
course of the sexes, appears to descend low into savage life. A man 
feeling an inclination for a woman, asks her mother's leave to carry her 
out into the woods, where he passes two or three days with her ; and 
then either lives with her himself, or returns her to her mother. Their 
principal food is the flesh of the wild hog, of which there are vast num- 
bers in the district. These hogs are killed by the children of the tribe, 
who are exercised almost from the time that they can walk, in the 
bow and the matchlock, and axe described, in consequence, as never 
arring shots. 

From Mm too I received an account of their more celebrated neigh- 
bours the Turcomans, the confines of whose territory are close to Astera- 
had. They are Sunnis, and in consequence execrated by the Persians, 
who call them Gicoara or Infidels. They live in tribes ox eels, being 
subject to no particular master. Each tribe has, indeed, a nominal 
chief chosen by themselves, but possessing no further huthority among 
them than that of settling differences, and arranging their civil economy. 
As a people, they have no fixed habitations ; but cafry about the tents 
in wMch they live, and which the Persians Khader, black 

taiits,- 'Their general chajnctaistics are; those comfiaon to all wander- 
ing' natiops.; great hospitality withini .th&s mwa boimdaries, and 
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iimversal depredation abroad- The Turmnam incureions into 
Persia; frequently crossing the mde intervening desert of sandj 
and surprising and carrying away from the centre of towns and 
villages men, women, and children. They, even now, extend their 
inroads as far as Room, Kashan^ Langarood^ Nmserabad ; and the 
ruined villages about Jfoom were destroyed by them. These Raids, 
which are called Chappow, are performed on horseback by parties of 
twenty or thirty with incredible speed and activity. Their horses 
(renowned over the East for swiftness and hardiness) support them 
admirably in these expeditions, as like their riders they undergo 
immense fatigue with a very small portion of food. They are, there- 
fore, bought by the neighbouring nations at vast prices ; which, (with 
the sale among other tribes of their captives, and of their camels, 
sheep, &c.) supply the chief source of the Turcoman’s wealth, and 
accumulate immense sums in ready money. The captives lead a 
wretched life: if young, they are sent into the interior to tend the 
cattle; but when they grow old and unfit for service, they are 
killed by their masters; who comfort their consciences by placing 
the skin of the deceased at the threshold of their door, in the be- 
lief that he approaches Paradise in proportion as his skin gets pierced 
with holes and worn out. On the other hand, their hospitality, the 
theme of so many pens, is not exaggerated. A stranger, laden 
with gold and precious stones, who claims protection at the tent 
of a Turcoman is sure to find it. He remains there as long as he 
pleases, his person and his property are in perfect safety, and, when 
he is desirous to depart, he is escorted by one of the tribe, which 
alone is a sufficient protection to him through the whole of their 
own district, and through every other kindred people. Caravans thus 
travel from Asterabad to Astrachan without molestation, and in the 
full security of the property which they convey. Turcmnania is said 
to be extremely populous, but wholly uncultivated. The people feel 
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not the want of com, and are content therefore to live upon die 
flesh of horses, camels, and sheep, and on the milk of marm and 
camels. They excavate a large hole in the ground, in which they 
make a fire; and, placing the meat in the embers, cover it up until it 
be baked.. To the Northward of Turcomania are the Kamchauks, 
who inhabit a desert, and are reported to be most ferocious and 
warlike, and hitherto unconquered. All these inhabit the Eastern 
borders of the Caspian Sea^ called by the Persians Dereea-Kutmm * 
The Persians are at present at peace with the Turcomans^ although 
tihey are still equally liable to be surprised by their Chappow par- 
tis. In the time even of Shah Abbas these depredations were 
carried to an inconceivable extent. Aga Mahomed Khan, the 
late King, made several attempts against them without any profit; 
and particularly indeed against the Kamchauhs, where he met with a 
defeat. In former times the Turcmians used to make their attacks on 
the coasts of GhMan and Mazanderan in boats. Now they are not so 
depredatory ; because the country is more inaccessible, and the people, 
according to my informer, are mmre dextrous in their match-lock guns 
and bows; so much, indeed, are they improved, that, in the tme Persian 
style, he added, “Twenty men of Mazanderan will beat one thousand 
Twrcoanam." 

> We recmnmenced imr journey on the 1st of June; and on that day 
waited upon Mibea Bozubk to pay our respects to him on leaving 
Tabriz. He told us that we were now de|)arting at a most lucky hour, 

* The sea of jSwfoem,” is more apisropriated by the generality of Eastern authors to 
^ Arabian Gulph, to which, indeed, it is said to be attached, from the place of the same 
name on the shores; yet it is applied to the Caspian in a Persian map copied in the 
Oriental Collections, VoL III. p. 76 : and Kho jeh ABnunKtrRicESM, while he states that 
“ the proper sea of JTwItma is in the Turkish empire,” admits tltat “ the people of 
“ affix the name to the Caspian, p. S4. London Edit. 1793 ; and in a note to 

AlWtcaiAZi Khas’s Histmy of the Tartars, the French Editor mentions it as the general 
among the Persians, p, 645. 
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for that this bad been the morning fixed some time ago by the astrolo- 
gers as the most fortunate for the Prince to leave his capital, prepara- 
tory to his usual summer campaign. He informed us, among other news, 
(that had just reached him from Cmstantinople) that the Turks had 
defeated the Russians, and had taken so many prisoners that they were 
selling them in the bazars at Constantinople. 


CHAP. xvr. 



TABRIZ TO ABZ-ROUM. 


PERSIAKr TRAVELLING — DEPARTURE FROM TABRIZ — BEAUTY Of 
THE COUNTRY — LAKE OF SHAHEE STATION OF RAHDARS— 

KHOi; town; gardens; plain — ^agriculture— elauts— 

CONVENIENCE OF TENTS— COURDISTAN ROBBERS— HERDS OF 
MARES — FRONTIERS OF PERSIA AND TURKEY— BAY AZID— 
MOUNT ARARAT— RECEPTION IN THE TENTS OP THE ELAUTS 
— DIADIN; THE EUPHRATES — IBRAHIM PACHA; VISIT TO HIS 
ENEMY TIMUR BEG ; RECEPTION AT THE CASTLE OF TURPA 

CALEH- — DEPOPULATION OF THE COUNTRY- — OMEN^ RIVER 

ARAXES — CONDUCT OP THE AGA OF ALWAR. 

The mode of travelling in Persia is easy and commodious. In 
winter they generally begin their journey at sun-rise. The baggage 
proceeds, and then the master. He breakfasts either before he sets off, 
or in in a more pleasant spot on the road, (regarding in each case the 
advantage of a stream of running water as the motive of preference;) 
and thus he allows time for his luggage to reach the stage before him, 
and ids people to prepare every thing for his reception, spread his 
carpets, and get the necessary articles for cooking his dinner. On his 
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arrival he eats his choshta, or intermediate meal, and then sleeps. At 
sun-set he takes another repast (liis nosAfd); and his servants then pack 
up every thing ready for his departure the next morning. He proceeds 
by easy stages, generally from five to six leagues a-day, which, as he 
always rides his own horses, is a good da^^'s journey at the common rate 
of travelling. If he has a Mehmandar ^Yith. him, he is fed and lodged 
and travels entirely at the public expence. When the Mehmandar arrives 
at the village, he produces his ^rman, (in which the kind and quantity 
of the articles to be provided are specified ;) and demands a correspon- 
dent supply from the inhabitants. 

1 st June, I8O9. We left the K/eoi gate of Tabriz at seven o’clock, 
and in six hours and a half reached Afo' Shah,, & distance called by the 
people of the country six fursmgs, and which I reckoned at twent3"-four 
miles. From the top of our lodging at Ali Shah, I could see the mountain 
near which Tabriz is situated, I can therefore place exactly the bearing 
of our route, at N. 75 W. We kept to the Eastward of the plain in 
consequence of the difficulties along the road through the centre, which 
was then in many places overflow'ed 

Near Tabriz on the left, are some gardens and houses, called Huck~ 
namr; then the village of Mayan. To the Eastward of the city 
itself, is a conspicuous hill called the Bahalil Tapi, which abounds in 
every kind of game. Having travelled three miles from Tabriz on a 
bearing nearly N. we came to a bridge of nine large and three small 
arches, thrown over the river Agi, which, flowing from E. to W. . falls 
at length into the lake of Shahee. The river rises near Ardehil ; and 
is fordable by mules where we crossed it, though we prefered the 
bridge, which happened indeed to be in better repair than those be- 
tween Teheran and Tabriz. At about four miles from the city, we 
passed a village called Alwar ; and three miles further another of the 
same name, each surrounded with a cultivated territory, intersected 
by a thousand dikes and kanants. The greatest part of the plain is of 
a soil strongly impregnated with salt; and as in evary other district of 
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the same quality, we witnessed the curious elFeets of the vapour, (called 
Ser Aub) which overspread the , plain. About four miles before we 
reached AH Shah, we crossed a bridge of four arches, over a pool 
of standing salt water. The industry of agriculture was visible, and the 
crops of barley and corn were luxuriant and promising. 

The plain of Tabriz extends fer to the W. and S.; the mountains 
which border it on those directions being just designed in very light 
tints in the horizon. To the Northward and Eastward it is bounded 
by hard-featured lands of an inferior elevation, indicating on their 
surfaces the minerals below. There are several pretty villages situated 
to Korthi, on the declivity of the mountain about three or four 
miles from Ali Shah^ and which, together with it and others to the W- 
are in the MahaU or district of Ghm6h. 

The lake of Shahee is about seven furmngs from Ali Shah, and the 
middle of the long mountain (which extends into the centre of the lake, 
and which now appeared isolated on the horizon of the plain) bore 
S* 50 W. of our station. 

In my progress to Co7istantinople, I traversed a country in its eonfor- 
ugiatkm most pictur^que, and in its productions most luxuriant. No 
fravelier in any season, or in any direction, could have passed these 
scenes without admiratioa ; but I saw them in all the richness of 
sphpig, with a winfer in Pema; and after the leafless and 

Iwieuiispon whkh pwdi 1‘ aajoyed douUy the wild prodi- 

gality of vegetation, which in the early part of the year is displayed 
through Asia Minor. The impr^sion therefore of delight which I ex- 
perienced, was strongest at the first point of contrast ; and the first 
verdure and foliage which I saw near Tabriz, appeared to me to con- 
4ritute the very perfection of landscape. 

2d. June, If a writer of romance wcaild describe beautifial scenery, 
he might select owcde^rtnEe from AU Simh. We began our journey 
% most chaimmg momilight j and the sky was delightfully serene, 
sun was riamg we reached an.orctead, (M of every species 
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of fruit, particuiarlj almonds, and) skirting the town of Shehester; 
which, embosomed in trees of evferj hue, was situated on the declivity 
of the mountains on our right. 

Shebester is a large town, surrounded by several villages, and by more 
wood and cultivation, than any spot I had yet seen in Persia. Hitherto 
indeed the want of trees, either as a shade to the road, or as a relief to 
the inequalities of the heights, had been constant and uniform. We 
admired therefore doubly the beauties of our present course. Streams 
of running water were meandering in every direction amid the numer- 
ous willows, poplars, almonds, and other trees, which bordered out 
road : and at intervals the artificial dikes were opened to admit water 
into the beds of rice. The greater part of the country was covered 
with verdure, for the new com was already well advanced both in ma- 
turity and plenty. Peasantry enlivened the fields by the labours of the 
spade or the plough. 

After quitting Shebester we came in foil view of the delightful lake 
of Skahee. It derives its name from the surrounding MahalS, which 
may contain twenty villages. I was told that its waters are as salt 
as the sea, and that the sand over which they flow, produce the salt 
used at Tabriz. It extended itself N. W. and S. E. before us, and its 
Western extremities v'ere terminated by a stupesndous chain of moun- 
tains, whose snowy summits, softened by the haze, contrasted admirably 
with the light azure of the lake. As we proceeded, the long moun- 
tain (which I mentioned in the route of yesterday, extending itself arid 
forming a peninsula in the lake) i^pw»red to have no cottrieoflori Whati 
ever with the sutTounding lands ; *id, by a stranger to the real tdfiO*- 
graphy, would have been pronounced an island. Its termiiatiori (t© 
the south as seen from our road) was in the form of a sugar-loaf. 

Near Shebester we passed the village of MisholSh^ and, iow^ down 
in the plain, those of Arsatih and Halecy on the left of the road. 
Others indeed are seen at ev€!ry turn, situated at small intervals on 
either side alternately, all in the MahalS of GhunSA. Among theta » 
are Besh-^kefelmt, on the left; KhomySky prettily surrounded with 
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verdure, on the right ; Shinwar^ on the left again ; Kuzec-dunar, on the 
right, three /hrsmigs before we reached our stage at Tasonj ; wad on 
the left, about two miles from the borders of the lake, Alibanglou, the 
first place in the Bolouk of Aeenzaub. In this line we stopt and fed 
our cattle and ourselves ; while a refreshing breeze from the Westward 
just curled up the vraters of the lake, and waved the corn fields which 
extended themselves on all sides of us. 

Our bread and "svas shared bj a stranger wdio was going to 
Oroumi^ a large town, distant thirty /if from Tabriz; and situated, 
by the pointing of his hand, S. 50 W. from us, on the left or West side 
of the lake, which the road continues to skirt through its whole course. 
On the East of the lake is the site of the ancient city of 

Skeherivan. The country, through which we passed in the day, was 
interesting and picturesque ; in every turn of the view enriched bj' the 
lake and its surrounding capes and mountains. 

From all that I could learn in this region, (and I inquired of many 
who had travelled repeatedly over this part of Aderbigian), there ap- 
peared to exist no other lake than this of Shahee. And I have as regu- 
larly made direct inquiries about the situation of the city of Van and its 
lake, without obtaining any thing like a satisfactory answer. On the con- 
trary, the very existence of such a place, and such a lake, w'as always 
denied ; , ! mention this, when the position of Van has been clearly 
ascertained, tp shew how i general was^the ignorance of the people on 
every subject which waa not immediately within their own circum- 
scribed district. Nor was I more successful in my inquiries on the 
real extent of the lake befr)re them ; every one said that it was very 
large, and that it reached further, than from its appearance we might 
suppose. y :.;y 

, At about five miles from ToMmji there is a village on the left called 
BfAidar KhonS i and then a station of Rahdars, or custom-house officers. 
^ of th^, a man of a m^j^oh more respectable ap- 

peara^e than any of :wlm*n we fead sem, on other occasions, 

told us driver ;Wi% ^6% loaded had gone forwards, and 
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refused to pay the duties, alleging that his beasts were carrying part 
of our baggage ; and weie therefore in. the King’s service, and as such 
exempt from the impost. In fact, however, my Chamelrdar (or con- 
ductor of the mules or caravan) had added to my charge this number, 
above those that were necessary for my purposes ; and, having already 
received a part of their hire from me, was now employing them still 
more to his own profit, by conveying upon them, duty-free, in my 
name, the goods of some Tabriz merchants. On discovering the fraudt 
I resigned him into the hands of the officer, with full liberty to exact 
his dues ; a licence, under which he begun immediately to cudgel the 
shoulders of the defaulter. The duties here are high, being five reois 
on each load. 

Some miles before we reached Tasmj, the lake begins to make an 
elliptira.1 termination, and the road to turn off on a mcae NortheSA 
angle. We were eight hours in travelling the whole distance from 
AU Shah, which we reckoned at thirty-two miles, on a bearing of 
N. 60 W. Tasoaj, from the great extent of the ruined walls about it, 
appears once to have been a large place, but it is now reduced, fey 
earthquakes, to the denomination of a village. There are remains of 
domed bazam and mosques, spread in every part of the place. 

June 3. The distance from Tamuj to Khoi is called eight fursungs ; 
we were however nine hours on the road, and calculated the Journey at 
thirty-six miles. The general direction was N. 30 W. Our course for 
the first ten miles, to the foot of the range, (which encloses the plain 
and lake of Shahee) bore nearly Westj whm we suddenly turned 
to the North through the mountains ; and, few ten miles; mewe, wound 
among them through some very narrow/ defiles, and by some sharp 
ascents and descents, till we reached on the opposite side the plain of 
Khm. Towards the lake the mountms^ are mortly of mi argiHaceous 
soil, but change into fine earth as tifey apfiroadi the plain of Khot. 
In this direction they are gr(wn to their very summfts, and their inter- 
vening Tallies are covered with the ftnes^ paftnres. 

We had feit by moda-li^t : We co^d disanr^ 
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with anj accuracy the nature of the country, which we traversed in 
the first part of our route; though we discerned indistinctly groves of 
trees, and heard the falling cascade in the recess*^ of the vallies. The 
first view of the plain of Khoi, from the summit of the pass in the 
mountains, is sublime. The city and its more immediate territory are 
seen on tha N. but separated from the rest of the plain by a border 
cf green hills, which seem to dmde the expanse into two parts. At 
the distance of two fursungs from Khoi, we passed on the right the 
village of Disajiz, surroimded by fields of wheat and barley. On the. 
l^t of the plain are some more villages ; and one curious mound of red 
crowded by a hillock of salt, besides several other white mounds, 
which are described as entirely of the same substance. We passed 
the small range of hills, and came all at once upon the more circum- 
scribed plain of Kkoi, which is opened by a seven-arched bridge, 
bordered on each side by rocks, and forming with the fine stream 
below a complete picture. The river is called the Otour^ and flows 
firom W. to E. falling into the Arras or Araxes^ about twelve fursungs 
further to the Eastward. 


The plain of Khoi (in breadth from N. to S. five miles, and in 
length ten) was the richest tract that we had seen. It was covered 
with com, broken only here and there by the foliage of enclosed gar- 
dens. . Of th^e gardens we vmtured to enter one, which was re- 
nown^ hit bvdr for ite Imuty and findtfuleess. It stands 

on the left of the road about wo miles from the walls of Khoi, and was 
made by Hossein Khajst, Governor of the city in the time of Aga 
Mohamed Khaf ; but it has now become the property of the govern- 
ment. It consists of a fine alley of chenar trees, which leads up to a 
pleasure-house, now felling into decay, built on the elevation of six 
terraces, from each of which falls a beautiful cascade, conducted by 
hmauts from the neighbouring mountains. On the right and left is a 
wpod of fruit trees of every sort and description, with a fine crop of 
at their roots. Ewan the jfieasure^use is seen, through the 
the wlfofe foriitoiy t# one of the most lively 
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landscapes that we found in Persia. The cAenar k really a delight- 
ful treei its bole is of a fine white and smooth bark, and its foliage, 
which grows in a tuft at the summit, is of a bright green. Those in 
the garden had not attained their full growth. Their trunks are every 
where carved with the invocation of « Ya Afi;" proceeding probably 
from the ecstacies of those, who visit this little Persian paradise. 

Kkoi is surrounded with a wall, and with towers of a different con- 
struction to any which we had remarked in other fortified towns of 
Persia. They are triangular in front, with a species of connecting 
work behind them. There are four gates, which are of stone, and very 
superior to most of those that I had noticed elsewhere. Within the 
walls are twenty mosques and six baths. There are said to be ten 
thousand houses, and a population of fifty thousand persons, of which 
the larger proportion are Armenians. The Mussulmans live in a parish 
or MahaU of their own. The territory is so extremely fertile, that 
Khoiywith. the surrounding villages, pays annually to the public treasure 
the* sum of one hundred thousand tomams. Khoi is much wanner, 
from its local situation, than Tabriz. Roses here were in full flower, 
whereas a little opening bud was reckoned a rarity at Tabriz; and 
probably in twenty days from the date of our visit, the plain lost its 
verdure, and assumed the beautiful gilding of a ripe com-field. 

Six fursungs South from Khoi is an equally large and populous town 
called Salmas ; where, as I afterwards learnt at Arz-roum^ are “ sculp- 

tured rocks and many ruins.” My informer added, that oimof the sub- 
jects represented two' men, of whcan one, looking over his left shoulda*, 
pointed with his hmd to a spot which the people of the neighbourhood 
aflirm to contain a hidden treasure, though they admit that the deposit 
has escaped all research. 

4th of June, 1809- The Prince had ordered four men to attend us 
into thp Turkish territories ; . and as they did not reach us at Khoit we 
should probably have awaited thdr amval there, if I had not resisted 
such an ar^gemi^t, dedaring that it would Jte twitter to advance one 
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mile, than in our circumstances to remain idle for one single day. Ac« 
cordingly, notwithstanding the pressing invitation of Nuef Kooli 
JCh4I?s the Governor, to stay the day with him, we departed for 
a village tvfofurmngs ifom which I call six miles, and in 
a bearing of N. 60 W. The morning was one of the loveliest in Spring, 
lightly covered with clouds, with a softness in the air which seemed to 
soothe every varied work of nature into tacit enjoyment of the bounty 
and munificence of their Almighty Creator. I shall ever recollect with 
thankfuln^s the delightful sensations which I experienced in passing 
^,b#auti|ul plain of Klmi where every innocent sense received its 
gl^tifi€^tiOn, and ripened info thoughts teeming with love and gratitude 
to their divine Maker. 

Every thing was rich and beautiful : the mountains Arere green to 
their very summits ; and their inequalites were here and there enriched 
by beds of wild flowers of the most lively and luxuriant hues. Scarcely 
two miles froim Khoi is a very large collection of houses and gardens, 
yifh^h is a Mahali or parish of the town, and is well inhabited. A 
ftteOsW from the mountains runs through it; and on the skirts to the N. 
ate: two pillars of brick, which are d^ril^ either as the tomb or the 
cenotaph of , a femous poet and femed Mdlak of Tabriz ^ called ShemsS. 
TSrih is .a' pretty riHage, situated on the declivity of the hills, which 
5 lapa bases of ' the at^oining iBounlains j on the summit of 

one of these laUa is as oM Kiitj now in ruins ; arid in its neigh- 

hood are rivo other villages called Pes^ and Zaidi. There are walnut- 
trees, willows, poplars, ehns, and fruit-trees of every description in the 
highest perfection, with a great profusion of grass. 

On this as well as on the other side of Tabriz, the peasants convey 
their loads on the backs of oxen, on which indeed they frequently ride 
^msrives* * At Pirih I mw the first wheeled-carriage (excepting gun- 
Wriages) that I had notioed in Persia. It was exactly similar to the 
Amba* Besides theinplou^, which i have already described, 
ti^'liW^^®i»lii 0 kve large laim, wMchsewes'as a harrow, and’ is fast- 
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ened to a pole and drawn like a plough bj yoked oxen: they have 
another implement of agriculture, which is certainly capable of much 
improvement. It is a pole fixt transversely on another to which the oxen 
are yoked ; on each of these is a small wooden cylinder about half a foot 
long : and these insignificant things are dragged as a roller over the 
ground. 

June the 5th. We ^vent from FSrih to Zamiik in six hours and a 
half, on a bearing of N. 50 W. which may be twenty-four miles. 
During the whole of the preceding evening it had rained, accompanied 
by thunder and lightning. Our ride, therefore, was rendered muddy. 
From PSrSh we entered some mountains of easy access ; which, about 
ten miles before we reached Zamdih, opened into a plain surrounded 
like a basin by mountains, on all sides gradually inclining to the centre. 
On enteriitg the s plain,; high on tte right on the declivity of the moan* 
tain, is the village of Sdawm; and on the left a small viUa^ called 
Khori ; and bn* the turn of tiie road towards it, are two stone lions 
among some rude and ancient tomb-stones. The greater part of the 
population of the plain is composed of Armenians. To the West are 
very high mountains, the tops of which were covered with snow, and 
their root^ when we passed by, were nearly concealed by the heavy 
clouds that rested upon them. 

The snow was melting, and frequently streams were pouring from 
the mountains. Yet the difference of the temperature of the air here, 
and that iwhich we had experieiiced within a few dayn, was very sen- 
siWe ; and befi »0 aumrise it. wasipiaeMi^y cidd. ^ Tfae plain was 
vaded< in all parts. The whole of fifee soM, over which we passed, was of 
the finest brown mould; so that, escepthag M>me suBamit» of the motm- 
tains, the country was one mriveisai carpet of verdure. 

i We met a large pmrty of tte Fkiuts or wandering tribes, eewnposed 
mostly of women and children, who were travelling to a fresh encamp- 
ment. Pne of the women, who hsui the care of two chiSiten, had dis- 
aad'frie extreme agflity with wMcb dte got on her honw 
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again, without any other aid than her own hands and feet, shewed how 
much she was accustomed to this sort of life. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

We sent forwards our Mehmandar to desire that tents might be 
pitched for us, because we had been advised to avoid the village on ac- 
count of the plague, which sometimes visits these parts. Accordingly 
we found four tents pitched for us, two of horse-hair, (the real Kara 
Kkader of the Eeh)^ and two w^hite tents, rude enough indeed, but so 
delightfully situated in the plain, surrounded by com fields, that we 
quite revelled , in the exchange. 

We had not long taken possession of our humble encampment, when 
a storm of thund^, lightning and hail overwhelmed us, in a manner 
which completely destroyed all the comfort of our interior arrangements. 
Hail-stones feU in numbers which entirely filled every corner of our 
tent, and so large, that measuring one I found it to be an inch in 
diameter, and so strongly congealed that they lay on the ground undi- 
minished in size, until the sun one® more broke out and dissolved them. 
The hills near us received a new covering of snow, shewing their sum- 
mits as the storm rolled away, in sublime grandeur. The peasants told 
us, that this weather was very common to them.> Although this was 
but an ungracious beginning to a pastoral life, yet I must own that to 
me ^still had so many delights compared with the confinement of houses, 
wifikijaHv-the |ffese:pf disadvantages I would willingly prefer it to a 
mkloace in the towns c|ii^firaia» >; Among its enjoyments is that of it» 
freedom from vermin, from which (particularly fleas) we had hitherto 
suffered so much; not that the people are singularly di^y, but the crea- 
tures are the usual productions of the place and season. A Persian 
who conversing with us in our tent, on seeing my servant beating 
a coat with a cane to clean it of the vermin which it had collected 
at the foraaer stage, vety gravdy asked, “ Pray what crime has that 
“ committed, that mak|^ the Pmngee.h^t it so?^^ 0 r ! 

„|^e the 6th. . The quantity,; of rain that had fidlen during the 
cqurto of tiffi day had ccmipjetdy saturated the greatest part of our 
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clothes and baggage, and materially increased the weight of the lading 
of our mules. Thanks to God, it did not rain in the night ; and we 
slept soundly till about an hour before the break of day, when we 
quitted our black tents for the village of Cara-amih. The distance, 
on a bearing of N. 20 W. is called five furmngs ; but though we were 
nearly six hours on the road, I shall not reckon it at more than eighteen 
miles, because we were delayed in our progress by the mud, which the 
rain and hail had created. We took a turn to the Eastward from our 
encampment, and came to a village called lekaftee, on the borders of 
a mountain torrent swoln and rendered so rapid by the late storms, 
that two or three of our mules had nearly been carried away by its 
violence. On the right of the road (at the distance of five miles from 
our last station) is a spring dammed up, except at an aperture in one 
of its comers, through which a small quantity of water is permitted to 
ooze out, called in Turkish, Ak-bolagh, or “ white spring and three 
miles further, and distant from the road two miles, on the left, is a 
collection of a few wretched hovels called KurkendSh^ surrounded by 
cultivated fields. About this spot the road was fomierly so infested with 
the Curdistan robbers, that it was never passed without danger : but since 
Prince Abbas Mirza has had the government of Adefbigian in his 
hands, he has so completely expelled the freebooters from their haunts, 
that no district is now so safe. We traversed a pass formed by the 
gradual meeting of the roots of the mountains, and then entered an 
oval plain, extending, on a rough calculation, in length eight miles 
from N. to S.? and three in bre^dth.?^^ - T^ villa^ of CarehainShf' owe 
Mmzily is here immediately seen, and is easily marked by a square fort, 
which, rising from the midst of its miserable huts, appears a palace m 
comparison. This village is the chief of a Mahali of the same name, 
composed of about twenty-one villages, the principal of which are 
Miderlmii Nabekandi, Gelish Achd, Sedd^Zaimh, and Ah-dezek. . From 
Carchmniih t theve is a road to' Fen, a distance of fifty mite, on a 
bearing of S.-W.-'H ' .■ v 
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We had now reached the dregs o£ Persia. Beyond Khoi and 
both the habitations and the people bore an appearance of misery, in- 
dicative of a neglected country. This deterioration is probably inse- 
parable fhwn the borders of two states, which are ill-defined as to ter- 
ritory and actual property. None but the Ket Khoda had a decent 
coat, and fall the rest were in tatters and beggary. 

The Thauhet of Cara-ainih had been appointed to his government 
only the day before our arrival, an excuse which he alleged for his 
inability to satisfy us in several of our inquiries. His appearance, in- 
deed, bei^be the truth of his apology ; for he was dressed from head 
td foot in new new isap, new coat, new slippers; doubtless to 

impfe^ his peasantiy with a sense of his superiority. We had rain all 
the day, and almost incessant thunder and lightning. The tract ovra* 
which we passed, though generally of admirable soil, was for the greater 
part waste. We saw, however, immense flocks, some perhaps of one 
tiiousand sheep, grazing in the fat pastures on the declivities and in the 
recesses 'of the mountains; and large herds also of mares with their 
foals/ These were the fwoperty of tlm Ekiits: the mares belonging to 
Ate King are kept in MAzmderim, which is, said to afford the finest 
pashd'e of his dominions. Their foals are thence distributed to the 
trwps as they may be wanted. The Guardian or Controller of these 
Bldyai h^rdsis aii <!#cerof considerable consequence, and is sdtected 
always ftem men of fSiA.aiid .importence in the state.” He is called 
EikJtee^hee or Master of the Mares, and resides at A^mahad^ where he 
holds his office, registering every foal as it falls. He has subordinate 
agents, mtrusted sevaa,lly with the charge of twenty mares, arid with 
the dknce of their pastures, besides the inferior grooms wlm tend the 
asiiinals. daily. The foals are not backed until they have completed 
their timd ymr. - ■■ ' 

. ^th. The 3aioming^' was darkened by clouds which covered the 
sky ^ the thickest resting mi the tops rf the mountains, and 
extending Aeraselves in some parts nearly to the bases. We quitted 
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our wretched habitation at to pace a miserable road ; the 

bottom of which, always wet and deep, w'as rendered still more 
impracticable by a shower of rain that overtook us, soon after w'e had 
quitted the village. Almost at the extremity of the plain is a swamp ; 
on the surface of the waters of which were innumerable flocks of ducks 
and other wild-fowl. We noticed two cranes stepping away before us 
at a great pace, and hiding their legs from us by letting fall their 
tails. The soil was rich almost beyond calculation, and afforded the 
finest pastures. We crossed the village of Ak-dezeh, and then leaving 
the plain, wound through the vallies -which were formed by the Western 
mountains. The whole country was watered by numerous torrents ; 
on the borders of one we spread as our breakfast, the scanty remains 
of our yesterday's meal ; which, in such a spot however, 'would have 
be6it, a real treat to the lovers of romance. The scene* indeed,; alone* 
consoled us for our bad fare at Cara-ainih. A Stupendous mass of 
rock rose perpendicularly over our heads ; and at our feet foamed and. 
roared the torrent, -^vhile the whole view was enriched by the verdure 
of the distant landscape, and enlivened by the chirping of innumerable 
birds. About twelve miles from Cara~amih are several hills ; the de- 
clivities of which are strewed with large masses of black rock, evidently 
from their weight and their calcined appearance, full of metal. The 
whole seems to be volcanic matter,^^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

After quitting these hills we came into the plain, at the extremit}^ of 
which is situated Agti/iA', a miserable Armenian village, about the same 
size as our former stage. We were six hours and a half in travelling 
the distance, twenty-two miles, on a bearing of N. 20 W. In the 
centre of the plain a caravan, from Oroumi, was grazing its mules : the 
driver of it told us, that he had been eight days on the journey, at 
the rate of four agatch a day, making a total of about one hundred 
miles. Here the distances are measured by the agatch, which corres- 
ponds exactly to the sahat or hour. The village consisted of huts, 
surrounding an old square fort on a hill. Our lodging was a 
covered building, in the roof of which,, -were two small holes to admit 
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light ; and in thfi interior of which a square of twenty feet was parted off 
by a wall three feet high, for the residence of the master, while the 
remainder was reserved for his cattle. The costume of the people was 
changing fest; afitl the black sheep-skin cap of Persia was scarcely seen. 

The day nv^prcad with clouds till near sun-set, when it cleared 
away a litf^ tn thd Northward, and shewed us the sublime and 
VeneraWe niottfitain of Ararat. It bore N. 10 E. of our statiou, and 
presented a stupendous mass to ouf view. The Persians told me that 
it was eight distance from uS; and added many a story of its 
#©ndefi, no one, who attempted to ascend it, ever 

hundred inen who had been sent from Arss- 
by W ypect the under taking, all died. The Armenian 

pri^t asStired me, with a very grave face, that the ark was still there. 
There is a smaller mountain on the same range, bearing N. 30 E. which 
is called by the Tmks, Cochuk Agri-dagh, as the larger Ararat is 
(^kd Agri-d^k. Ararat is the Mam of the Armenians. The 

df fhe are twelve hours from Agajik^ in a direction 

Of N. ^ W. ^i the peasant's pointing. The Armenians told me 
that they mA Z^&taret, or place of devotion, at the sources called 

^th. iiWe left With five men, who, according to the custom, 
accompm^^ of fh*Ear frontier into the Turkish territory. At 

Agajik is another Armenian village, 
cabled MiM, from the ruins of a diurch ( Eccksia }, which forms a 
conspicuous object among its mean huts, being well-built with a fine 
white stone, with arched doors and windows. Even in its ruins, how- 
ever, the indent poor inhabitants still contrive to keep up a pla^e of 
worship witiiii the interior. 

About three n^eS a half N. 30 W. from Agajik, are the 
boundaries of the ]Pi^^|||^d Turkish territories mmked by a ruined 
temar, situated in tl6^'|^^^,;of a valley. 

A#^,yre;,,Wpe' feedirijg^w; horses, the person whom we 1^ sent to 

the, iorPm-tenens oflBRjiHiis 
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Pacha, who was himself on an excnrsiwi against the Coiirds) returned, 
and told us that the Acting-governor would not receive us into the 
citj, nor give us a passage near it ; alleging as a reason, tliat his 
master the Pacha had left strict orders, that during his absence no 
strangers, and particularly no Persians, should be admitted. This 
unexpected news staggered us at first, but at length we determined to 
send one of the own men to exert the influmce of his master’s 

station in our favour. We proceeded. Mowing our messen^r: the 
road took a turn to N. 30 E. and shewed us once again in a much 
larger exposure than before the stupendous Ararat. It is indeed a 
sublime and almost terrific object. It rises from an immense variety 
of lands; and is covered with snow, and almost always surrounded 
with clouds. 

We stopt at a small Armenian village called Kerdek, (on the lefit of 
the road, Gmfurmng from Bayazid,) to await the return of our second 
messenger. We did not tarry long, when he appeared, though only to 
confirm the report of his predecessor. The Turks would not suffer him 
even alone to enter the city ; for as soon as he approached, they fired 
a musket or two, to convince him that their resistance would not be 
confined to threats ; and when he endeavoured to come to a parley, 
they answered him only with ill language and abuse. We determined 
therefore immediately upon taking a circuit to avoid Ba^azid, and 
seeking Ibeahim Pacha himself, from whom we expected a hand* 
some reception ; as the Persians represented him to me as a vassal of 
their Prince Apbas Mi eba, fearing Him rather than his own soveareign. 
Our road to day averaged 10 W. a distance of tan miles ; tlie same 
bearing indeed may be extendal to Bayazid, on a furtter distance cff 
four miles. Bayazid, as I Jearnad in its neighbourhood, is situated 
close at the foot of Mount Ararat : it is peopled principally by Ar- 
menmns. On a hill about it, is a castle, which by its defenders is said 
to be stmng; they are very jealous howewer of the curiosity of a 
Persian. 




St! 


E E 2 


SOS 


TABRIZ TO ARZ-ROUM. 


9th Three men, whom we anxiously expected fi'om Prince Abba^ 
Mieza to accompany us to Constantinople, Joined us on the evening of 
the 8th; and so far therefore our delay at this miserable village was 
convenient. We gave them just time to feed their horses ; and then, 
about an Hour before sun-set, resumed our march to take up our quar- 
ters for the night on the bank of a little running stream; the rich pas- 
tures, through which the waters flowed, refreshed our cattle, but we our- 
selves were obliged to pass the night in the open field with a heavy dew 
falling, yet, thank God, with a fine clear sky. During the course of the 
night a Turk arrived from Bayazid to say, that he was sent by the 
Kidyah to be om.Mehmandar to the presence of his master; adding, 
indeed, that the Vice-Governor regretted the misunderstanding on which 
he had acted, for he had been told that we were followed by a large 
body of horsemen. On fiirther questioning the Turk we found, that the 
wife of Ibeahim Pacha (hearing that there was an Elchee, an Em- 
bassador, without the town, and that admittance had been refused to 
him) made loud remonstrances to the Kiayah on the impropriety of his 
conduct, and interceded so far in our behalf that he sent us these ex- 
cuses. Though we were ill satisfied with the conduct of this person, 
we thought it better not to reject the attendance of the officer whom he 
had deputed to escort us, as we were among a wild and unmanageable 
people. 

We travelled, an hour and a half, in one of the clearest and most 
beautiful mornings that the heavens ever produced; aud passing on our 
left the two villages of DizzSh and Kizzil DizzSh, we came to an open- 
ing of a small plain covered with the black tents and cattle of the 
Elauts. Here also we had a view of Mount Ararat; the clouds no 
longer rested on its summit, but circled round it below. We went to 
the largest tent in the plain, and there enjoyed an opportunity of learn- 
ing that the hospitality of these people is not exaggerated. As soon as 
it was announced at the tent that strangers were coming, every thing 
was in motion : some carried our horses to the best pastures, others 
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spread carpets for us, one was dispatched to the flock to bring a fat 
lamb, the women immediately made preparation for cooking, and we 
had not sat long before two large dishes of stewed lamb, witli several 
basins of were placed before us. Tlie senior of the tribe, an 

old man (by his own account indeed more than eighty-five years of age) 
dressed in his best clothes, came out to us, and welcomed us to his tent 
with such kindness, yet with such respect, that his sincerity could not 
be mistaken. He was still full of activity and fire, although he had lost 
all his teeth, and his beard was as white as the snow on the venerable 
mountain near his tent. The simplicity of his manners and the in- 
teresting scenery around reminded me, in the strongest colours of the 
life of the patriarchs : and more immediately of Him whose history is 
inseparable from the mountains of Ararat. Nothing indeed could ac- 
cord better with the spot than the figure of our ancient host. His 
people were a part of the tribe of Jelake, and their principal seat was 
Erivan; but they ranged through the country: 

■ And pastured on from verdant stage to stage^ ' ■ 

■ Where fields and fountains fresh could best engage* 

Toil was not then; of nothing took they heed 
: Blit With Wild beasts the sjIybm war to wnge^ 

./And o’er vast plains, their herds and flocks to feed;- ■ 

Blest sons of .nature they ! true golden age indeed. 

■ Castle of Imdoleme^ xxxvii 

We quitted oar hospifohle friends, (who appeared to be almost 
more grateful for our visit than we for their kindness), and passed along 
the plain. Mount Ararat bore N. 40 E. and extended itself com- 
pletely to our view. Its N. W. ascent is not so rapid as its S. E. and 
I should conceive that in this quarter it might be possible to ascend it. 
In six hours and a half, after leaving our last encampment, wre reached 
Diadm. It is a large village with a fort and towers ; under which, in a 
deep channel of perpendicular rock, runs the eastern Euphrates^ there a 
shallow stream about twenty feet in breadth. It rises about four agatch 
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or twelve miles from Diadin, on a bearing of S. 50 W. by the direction 
of a man’s hand; and in the coimtry is called the JPrat; the name 
assumed at Arz~roum, by the Western stream. 

At Diadin we were not permitted to go near their miserable castle. 
The houses of the place are built of mud and stones, and the rooms are 
calculated to lodge the animals as well as the family. A small com- 
partment only is reserved for the master; and in general the rest of the 
space is left for his cattle. We did not, indeed, enter their habitations, 
for every door was shut against us ; and when, by great management, 
we had secured shelter for ouisdves, our people, and our cattle, we 
found eq\ml difficulty in procuring food. ABDunuA Pacha, a rebel 
Courd, with whom Ibrahim Pacha was at open war, had in fret car- 
ried away all the flocks, and destroyed all the crops of this village. 
We could not therefore expect an easy supply of com for our holies ; 
but after much intreaty a little was produced, for which indeed we paid 
an amazing price. A piece of barley bread was delivered to each man ; 
and the masters, by a very marked favour, were supplied with a mess of 
eggs and a basin of yaourt. ^ ' 

The houses for the Cmaks or reception of strangers, here as in all 
other places in Turkey were regularly defined; but when the Mirza and 
I were entering ftat appropriated to ourselves, we were received at the 
door by a' woman, ., vftiq, with her face totally uncovered, boldly bad 
defiance to the Conak-chee, and (with the most threatening looks, and 
with all the volubility of her sex,) swore that nobody should enter her 
dwelling. However, by a little negociation we pacified our hostess, 
and were at length admitted into her stable, where we spread our car- 
pets and composed ourselves to sleep. The women here barely cover 
their faces; and, as we afterwards learnt, are notorious for depravity: 

appear very healthy. The men are as wild as savages, and seem 
to fee raider no larv. Independently of their own immediate distresses, 
reasons for thek inho^itality to Persians is very natural; 
i^h^sadors had bew to , fjwalto and since that 
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time every traveller, who had two or three attendants, assumed the same 
dignity. The discovery of the fraud has necessarily roused the caution 
of the Turks. 

IGth. We were nine hours on the road to Youngali, called nine 
agatchf and which I calculated at thirty-two mil® on a bearing of N. 
65 W. The Euphrates accompanied us all the way through a country 
of grass, but of little cultivation. Tour miles after leaving Eiadin we 
passed the village of Jugan, about a mile and a half on our left: then 
four mil® further, still on the left and on the other bank of the Euphrates^ 
Utch Klissi. Here a high and snow-covered mountain called Kussi 
Dagh appears in view ; and (extending to the S. and W.) the range of 
Ala-Dagh. In the village is an Armenian Church, a very r®pectable 
looking building, much resembling an European structure. It has two 
wings with a shelving roof, and is covered by a small dome built ^ 
stone, apparently not in much decay. 

At the termination of that branch of the mountain near which 
Utch KUssS stands, there is a stone bridge thrown over the Euphrates. 
We continued by the bank of the river, which winds from E. to W. 
creating verdure on each side as it flows. We passed through a 
village now in ruins called AfoAroei ; and on the slope of the hill (three 
miles on the left of the tosd) iho-t oi Comoulja ; another called Belasou^ 
is close on the banks of the river ; and, about eight miles farther, 
having passed the miserable huts Bi Cadi Kieu, we reached after a very 
sultry ride, our Conak at YoungaU. All th®e villages are in the MahalS 
of Alashgerd. 

When we had- been about an hour on our road, I missed a small 
carpet from my baggage, and sent back therefore i»y servant to 
reclaim it from our host at Eiadin. From the looks which he cast at 
our goods, I had frequently suspected his hon®ty, but I might have 
spared my suspicions and my trouble ; fori roceived nothing but oaths. 
Near to Utah KlissS, we met the battering train of Ibeahim Pacha, 
which consisted of two field pieces, returning firewm the sie^ of Turpa 
Calik, the castle of Timur Beg, who had revolted from his authority. 
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We learned that after a siege of five months, in which the Pacha had 
fired his guns one hundred and fifty times at the town and castle, he 
had succeeded in killing one fowl and one dog. 

Ibeahim Pacha, who was at another village three miles from 
Youngali, \iis> Haznadar ox treasurer to escort us to our lodging. 
The misery here was even greater than that of the preceding day. No 
com for our horses, nor even grass without hard blows. The whole of 
the country was in a state of absolute devastation from the incursions of 
the Courds ; and our course presented nothing but difficulties, for 
Ib.rahim Pacha was at war with all the country round. He pro- 
fessed indeed, to respect the of Abbas Mibza, and when we 

sent him that with which we had been ftirnished, he immediately carried 
it to his head, saying that he was the Prince's seiwant in all things ; 
and that there was nothing which he would not willingly do to serve 
him. We never fared worse, however, than at this village. The 
people that surrounded us bore the looks of savages, and their general 
behaviour corresponded with their appearance. 

To the South of Youngali, as I was told at the place, lies Van ; and 
to the S. W. the large MahalS of Kensus. 

11th. We left Youngali, dissatisfied with our host : the Persians 
indeed were miserable with the scanty hospitality wliich they received 
at Ms i village. When we were left by the two officers, who escorted 
us to their master’s frontier, we were advised not to go near Turpa 
Calih, as we should undoubtedly be molested. Yet the situation, in 
which this w'ar of the rival chiefs had placed us, was so difficult, that 
we incurred equal hazard either in passing the castle of Timur Beg, 
without offering our respects, or in venturing near it after coming from 
the domains of his enemy. We determined therefore to state our 
story simply, and throw ourselves on his hospitahty. We crossed a 
most beautiful plain covered with villages, and watered by numerous 
strea m s. We forded three considerable ton’ents, wMch poured from 
the N. piountains, and, swoln by the melting snows, threw themselves 
into ih&iMuphrates, which was flowing at the Southern extremity of the 



TABRIZ TO ARZ-ROUM. 313 

plain from E. to W* Three miles ivom Youngali we came to Cara- 
Kliss^, a large village peopled by Courds and Armenians; and then 
made a circuit to the N. to avoid a swampy road hi the centre of the 
plain. T^e passed through several villages, the inhabitaiits of ivhich 
seeing the numbers of our company mistook us for one of the fight- 
ing parties, and crowded on the tops of their houses at our ap- 
proach. Of these places, the principal were named DatiS Tape, Kesick, 
and A 

Turpa CalSh is situated N. 60 W. from Yoimgali, on a distance of 
about fifteen miles or four hours. It is a larger place than any that we 
had seen since KhoL The town is scattered on the slope of a conical 
hill, on the top of which is a castle. This the Turks deem impregnable, 
and with justice, if the failure of the late siege be a criterion, though 
the fort seems in every part accessible to cannon. The high mountain 
of KimS Dagh overlooks the town and attracts continual clouds over 
it. We proceeded warily ; and, about a mile before we reached the 




place, halted and sent forwards a man to reconnoitre the appearance 
and dispositions of the people, and to report on the expediency of our 
advance. He returned with the intelligence that wo had nothing to 
fear; and we directed our course therefore to the Conac or dwelling of 
the Kiapah, the chief officer of Timur Beg. Here we. dismounted, 
and were introduced immediately into a dark room, where twenty 
torpid Turks were indulging themselves in the quiet delights of smoking. 
The Kiayah sat in the corner, but rose when the Mirza entered ; and, 
having said the usual “ Khosh gueldin” (you are welcome,) closed his 
lips and left his guest to display the compliments and insinuative flat- 
tery so natural to his nation. The loquaciousness and vivacity of the 
Persian formed an inimitable contrast with the dull and heavy laconism 
of the Turk. 

When we had smoked and drunk coffee, a man came to inform us 
that Timur Beg was ready to receive us. The Mirza and I immedi- 
ately proceeded, leaving the rest of our party with the Kiayah. We 
ascended to the castle by a steep and difficult path, and entered it by 
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a large iron door. We were introduced into a spacious room at the 
summit. The Chief (attended by all his principal warriors gravely 
seated around) occupied a window commanding an extensive view of 
the country over which we had travelled, and more particularly the 
district of his rival, the Pacha. When We also were seated, and the 
usual compliments had passed, the Mirza hegw. a prepared speech un- 
folding our condition, announcing that we threw ourselves at his mercy, 
asking the rights of hospitahty from him, and intermixing throughout 
some very severe invective against his enemy the Pacha. The mode 
Succeeded : and Timur Beg instantly replied, that we had nothing to 
fearl that under his protection We Were safe; that our necessities should 
be suppliedj and that his officers should receive orders to treat us with 
distinction and kindness at a neighbouring village; for he hoped, as the 
only favour that he required of us, that we would not sojourn in his 
castle for that night. 

When these preliminaries were settled, I had time to observe that 
there was much to admire in our host. He was about forty years of 
age, with a singularly open and manly countenance, and with manners 
the most graceful and dignified. He related his own history and his 
differeUces with Ibrahim Pacha in language so simple, yet so expres- 
sive, that we acquired a deep interest in his fate; particularly, when he 
feiphfShtCd on the Pacha's tyranny and inordinate rapaciousness, and on 
the itiiSery in Which his eiaCtiOnS had involved all the peasantry of the 
district. During the course however of his conversation with the Mirza, 
I remarked one of his observations which was very characteristic of a 
semi-barbarous society. He inquired who I was and being informed 
that I Was of the Sect of Isau (Jesus), or, in other words, a Christian, 
he continued (with a look of pity, having observed that I had refused 
a pipe), “ These fellows, I hear, have neither pipes nor tobacco in 
“ their country : kaimn daf, they ate beasts as if to say, assuming 
i&it we did not possess the knowled^ or the means of their favourite 
feiijoymettl^ “ hoW far ittferiof to ns must those be who cannot 
“ smokbl** 
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Our host kept strictlj to his word : %re were sent forwards four miles 
further to the promised village of Molah Suleiman, escorted bj two of 
his officers ; and supplied with all that the place could afford, a sheep, 
fowls, and rice for ourselves, and corn for our horses. 

12th. We passed over a mountainous tract of country from Molah 
Suleiman to Deli-baba, a distance wliich w^e travelled in ten hours, and 
rvhich I reckoned at thirty-five miles, on a bearing of N. 30 W. as well 
as the intricacies of the turns would permit me to observe. Before we 
entered the mountains, (when we had travelled about three miles, and 
just above the little village of ZadiSh,) I had the parting view of Mount 
Ararat, which bore from us N. 80 E. We w'ere told that the road was 
much infested by the Gourds, particularly at a pass in the mountains 
called Gerdina, and we placed ourselves therefore in a posture of de- 
fence. But we traversed the whole extent without seeing a human 
being, till we reached Dakar, a village of Gourds in the mountains 
twenty miles from Molah Suleiman. We then proceeded winding in 
a variety of directions, with a scorching sun over our heads, to the 
entrance of a pass which, through two stupendous rocks, leads into the 
plain of Deli-baba. This pass might be made an admirable military 
position, and in its present state is a most picturesque object. A 
stream from the mountains runs through it: on the left is a rock 
three hundred feet perpendicular, and on the other side is another of 
less height, but pierced with three holes, as if it were by the hand 
of man. 

On entering the plain we saw numh^ts-of pcasauts with their wob^hs 
or carts. They told us they had fled if^m their yil%e in tlm fm of 
Abdulua Aoa, who, from his station near makes .predatory 

excursions all over the country. They added that Deli-baba was 
totally depopulated ; however we did not believe them, and proceeded. 
We found indeed a very bad reception, for the inhabitants nfrstook us 
for enemies, collected together at <our ^approach, refused ,ws admittance, 
and fired .several muskets at ns. At leng^ the qipef of the village 
came out to meet us, and we agreed ,to establish onrselyes at a distance, 

‘ ss2 



feed our eattle, and depart. The fear of Abdulla Aga created such 
a distr i£t, that we were avoided by every one whom we met; and 
even when any permitted us to approach, all our assurances were in- 
sufficient to inspire them with confidence. Although we offered great 
prices for the necessaries of our supply, the people would hardly sell a 
single article ; and the few pieces of bread and eggs which formed 
our meal at Deli-baba were not procured without the greatest 
difficulty. 

Although the country is in a terrible state of disturbance, caravans 
travd freely on the road. We inet a large one which had been eight 
days from Arz-roum. Our mule-driver happened to kill a serpent ; he 
cut it immediately in two pieces, and threw the parts on different sides, 
saying, “ It is a lucky sign, our enemies will not overcome us.” 

The soil over which we passed was admirably rich, and the most 
delightful spring reigned on the tops of the mountains, where we 
culled nosegays of a thousand hues ; yet the snow lay in several 
places, and covered the fetlocks of our horses, -while close to it rose 
:everyfloWer.'Afv 

r 13th. We quitted the village of early in the morning, 

having passed a night full of anxiety and watchfulness in the open 
fields; as we were told that w'e were not safe, and might probably be 
attacked, though nothing, thank God, disturbed us. We proceeded 
on a bearing of West to Amra Kieu, a village prettily situated at the 
utmost extremity of a plain, and surrounded by some trees, (in our 
later course a very scarce object) the willow and the plane. We crossed 
a beautiful country cultivated in most parts, and considering the ex- 
treme misery of the inhabitants themselves, looking very prosperous. 
The spring was here in its first burst, and the corn was scarcely a 
span high: the fields were no longer watered by dikes as in Persia, 
for the nature of the seasons and of the country render unnecessary any 
artificial means of irrigation. The hills to the Northward of the plain, 
thrdt^h which we passed, rise in a gentle acclivity, and to our vievf 
displayed habitations and culture ; but as we met no person on the 
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road, I could not learn the names of the villages in various parts. At 
two hours, (seven miles,) from and about a mile from the 

Batman Kieu, situated in the bosom of a valley delightfully 
rvatered and cultivated. The houses of A/Mrc our resting place, 

are built with the fir ti'ee, and their roofs are formed by rafters of 
wood, geometrically placed, which are afterwards covered with earth, 
and constitute a strong dome. This is a better construction than any 
that we had lately observed. Small two-wheeled carts, to w'hich oxen 
are yoked, are used here by the peasantry. The sheep are very fine, 
with large tails and good wool. 

14th. We went from Amj^a Kieu, due West towards Alzcar,ien miles. 
Three miles after quitting Amra Kieu, rve came to the banks of the 
Araxes; which enters the plain from the mountains near Yaghan, a large 
village situated about three miles from the road. The stream Hows 
here from N. 65 E. to S. 30 W. It takes its rise in the MahalS of 
Kkunus; and where it issues from the ground is called Bin Gieui, or 
a thousand springs. In its course it closely follows the mountains which 
we had left at the extremity of the plain. Little irrigation is drawn 
from it through the neighbouring territory. We crossed it over a very 
well-built stone bridge of seven arches; by the measureinent of which 
the river was about one hundred and sixty paces in breadth. Just 
at this point a stream flow^s into it from the Westward, taking its 
course close to Hasson Caleh. Immediately on passing the bridge 
we came to a village called KuprS Kieu, and then continued on a 
fine road, and through a delightful plain strewed with villages, distant 
in general two or three miles from each other. The principal of these 
are ArsimjSh, on the left, and Gumec and Miagen, on the right of the 
road. All the plain was well cultivated; and the peasants were here 
sowing their corn. We passed by Hasson CaUh, a large town situated 
around a hill ; on the summit is an old fortification, the curious walls of 
which are chequered with the embrasures of former times. We crossed 
the stream by the town, over a bridge of two arches. Close to the 
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bridge is a bath built over a spring, the heat of which is almost 
that of scalding water: yet when we looked in, several men were 
up to their chins in it. The basin is about thirty feet in diameter, 
and is enclosed by an old structure. Several other springs of the same 
temperature adjoin it. 

We had procured a man fom the Governor of Hassm 

CaUkf to conduct us to Alwar, but the Aga of that place posi- 
tively refused to admit us or to lodge us, and added in direct terms 
that he did not care for Cszi, Pacha, or any one else, and that 
■we might go any where we chose; if at least we did not dis- 
turb Him. After voiiies oi abuse on both sides, we were content 
as before to take up our quarters in the open fields, under the 
shade of a tree, that luckily was situated near the village, and 
saved us from an ardent sun. Here we saw geese for the 
first time- 

Whilst seated under the tree, vowing vengeance on the Aga of 
Alwar, (having dispatched a man to the Governor of Arz^roujn to 
state our case), we were visited by a respectable, yet sly-looking 
Turk, who came quietly and settled himself on our carpet. He begun 
by telling us that he was a yoljee (a traveller) like ourselves ; and in- 
quired what made us so angry. We broke out into every species of 
mveodve against the Aga of the village, who had obliged us to remain 
like our horses mid mules, vmder a tree, refusing us the most common 
offices of hospitality ; and added, that we had in consequence sent a 
messenger to the Governor of Arz-roum to complain of the affront, 
hoping at the same time that the inhospitable Aga would either lose his 
head, or at l^st get a severe bastinado. We had some .suspicion that 
the personage to whom we were talking was the very Aga himself, and 
were therefore less scrupulous in our abuse. This suspicion proved 
true: our visitor begun by taking the Aga’s part, saying that the coun- 
try was in a great state of alarm, and that the people feared to receive 
hito their towns so many strangers, -and pmticuiarly Persians, and 
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ARZ-ROUM TO AMASIA. 



abz-roum: DEscRiPTioisr OF THE CITY; AisrciENT state: popu- 
lation: CLIMATE : VISIT TO THE GOVERNOR ; ENTERTAIN- 
MENT ; TURKISH DISHES— DEPARTURE— BATHS OF ILIJA : THE 
DELHIS— THE EUPHRATES— BUILDINGS AT MAMAKHATGUN— 
TRADITION OF THEIR ERECTION- CHIFLIK : CULTIVATION- 
TARTARS ON THE ROAD FROM CONSTANTINOPLE— CARAJ A : 
DINNER— PERSIAN PROM - PARIS— STORM— GRANDEUR OF THE 
APPROACH TO CARA-HISSAR— DELAY IN THE TOWN— THE 
DRIVER KELKI IRMAC, THE ANCIENT LYCUS^ — KULEY-HISSAR— 
DIFFERENCE OF PROPERTY IN TURKEY AND IN PERSIA— EXCA- 
VATED ROCK— HISTORY OF A BOSNIAN STRANGER— COUNTRY 
ROUND NIKSAR, THE ANCIENT NEOC.ESAREA— ENTRANCE INTO 
TOCAT : DESCRIPTION ; TRADE— TURKHAL— STATION OF GUARDS 
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1809, June 15tli. We arrived at Ars-roum, after riding fifteen miles 
on a bearing of W. over a chalky road. The city presents itself in a 
very< picturesque manner ; its old minarets and decayed turrets, rising 
abruptly to the view. Our baggage was carried to the Custom-house, 
notwithstanding all our remonstrances and claims of privilege. The 
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caution of the Turks, though in tliis instance unnecessar}^ was not un- 
justifiable, for a former Persian Embassador had concealed merchants 
in his suite, who, under his name, passed large quantities of fine 
goods. 

Arx-roum is built on a rising ground : on the highest part is the 
castle, surrounded by a double wall of stone, which is chequered at the 
top by embrasures, and strengthened here and there by projections in 
the fashion of bastions, with openings fit for the reception of cannon. 
It has four gates, which are covered with plates of iron. The whole is 
well-built, and to me does not appear the work of Mussulmans. A 
ditch runs by it to the S. W. ; near it is a tannery ; and further on is a 
row of blacksmiths’ forges, which seemed in good employ. In this 
direction (N. E. of the town) is the Custom-house, a spacious buildingi 
The Pacha’s residence has a large gate opening into a court-yard. 
The houses are in general built of stone, with rafters of wood, and 
terraced. Grass grows on their tops, and sheep and calves feed there ; 
so that, when seen from an eminence, the roofs of the houses can hardly 
be distinguished from the plain at their foundation. I walked through 
most of the bazars ; few are domed, the rest are terraced, like die 
dwellings, but affording a common road for foot-passengers, who 
ascend by a public flight of steps. Wherever a street intervenes, a 
bridge is thrown over, and the line continues uninterrupted. The 
shops in the bazars are well stocked, and the place exhibits an appear- 
ance of much industry. The streets are mostly paved; but, as in 
Turkey, in that maumr which is more calculated to break the passen- 
ger’s neck than to ease his feet There are sixteen baths, and one 
hundred mosques ; several of the latter are creditable buildings, the 
domes of which are covered with lead, and ornamented with gilt balls 
and crescents. 

This k the present state of Arz-roum ; its remains prove that it must 
Imve been still more considerable. Every thing attests the antiquity 
of the place; the inhabitants indeed date the foundation from the 
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time of Noah, and very zealonslj swear, that some of their present 
structures w^ere contemporary with the Patriarch : with less hazard of 
truth, or rather with much appearance of probability, they aver that 
others were the work of the or Infidels. One in particular is 

attributed to the latter origin ; it consists of an arched gateway, curi- 
ously worked all in strong stone, situated N. W. in the castle, and 
close to a decayed minaret of ancient structure. Yet many of the 
older fabrics appear by the true Moresque arch, to be certainly of 
Saracenic origin ; and many of the remains of mosques resemble those 
buildings in Persia, with curious bricks, and lacquered tiles, which 
were raised in the first ages of Mahomedanism. In all those at 
Arz~roim, I observed a round tower, with a very shelving roof, covered 
all over with bricks. There are still erect several minarets, obviously 
works of the early Mussulmans. Near the Eastern gate of the castle 
are' two of bnck and tile, and a gate (with a Saracenic arch and a 
Cufic inscription) and many strong stone buildings around, the remains 
of the fine portico of a mosque. To the East of the town is an old 
tower of brick, the highest building in Arz-roumt which is used as a 
look-out-house, and serves as the tower of the Janizaries at Constanti-- 
nopkyOT that of Galata. There is a clock at the summit, which strikes 
the hours with suflScient regularity. 

In Alrsf-roMm there are fi’om four to five thousand families of the. 
Armenian, and about one hundrn^ of the Greek, persuasion: the 
former have two churches, the latter one. There are perhaps one 
thousand Persians who live in a Caravanserai, and manage by caravans 
the trade of their own country. Trebisond is the port on the Black 
Sea, to which the commerce of Cmsianiinopk is conveyed. The 
Turkish inhabitants of Arz-rmm are fifty thousand families. This 
amount of the population I give from the authority of a well-informed 
Armenian ; but as all such details in a countiy so ill-regulated are ex- 
i^Mingly suspicious, I have already taken the liberty to deduct more 
iMtt dtM-thirdfe)m the number of Turkish families in the original esti* 
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tnate. But the reduced statement still leaves in Arz-rounit at the rate of 
five persons in a family, a total of two hundred and fifty thousand per- 
sons, besides Armenians. 

The climate of Arz-roim is very changeable, and must in winter be 
piercingly cold. It rained throughout the whole of the 19th, but the 
clouds dispersed on the morrow, and discovered tlie adjacent hills over- 
spread with snow. The higi lands which arise from the plain around, 
attract constant thunder-st mns ; the elevation, indeed, of the whole 
region firom the base of the sea is itself very considerable, and is suffi- 
cient to account for the cold. 

On the 17th w'e visited the Governor. He treated us with the usual 
civilities of the occasion in Turkey, pipes, coffees, sweatmeats and 
sherbet, for which we paid dearly by the numerous itackshishes or vails 
that are given in such circumstances. Emin Ao^i, wffio then filled the 
station and was Mmselim of the town, was also Gwnnickchee or Col- 
lector of the Customs, an office which in Persia is confined to very infe- 
rior persons, and which therefore drew upon the Commandant of Arz- 
roimt who unluckily bore it, the laughter and contempt of the Persians. 
Yet when he invited us all to dinner, they were not the less anxious 
to make their best appearance before him. Throughout the day, the 
Persian Envoy was occupied with the arrangement of his clothes; he 
consulted every one of his servants on the suit which might become 
him best, and at length fixed on a fine gold-brocade coat. 

On the 20th we went accordingly to the entertainment. After 
smoking and drinking coffee, j the Agu called for dinner, t Water for 
the preliminary ablutions was first brought, when I obsen^ed that the 
Turks washed both their hands, and the Persians the right only. The 
servants who brought the basin and ewer were attended by two othera ; 
one who spread a towel on the knees, and another who was ready to 
take it away, and replace it by a second for the hands. After this an. 
octagonal ; stool two feet and a lialf high was placed in a corner of the 
sopha, on which was put a large round pewtet fray carved all over ia 
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various fashions. On this were placed piles of bread all around, onions, 
endive, and basins of yamri^ milk, and plate of cheese, with two 
wooden spoons at intervals for the guests. When all was ready our 
host said, “ booyourmm" or “ you are served," and we approached the 
table. When seated each guest was attended by a page, who threw a lai'gc 
napkin with gold-embroidered borders over each shoulder, and arranged 
another on our knees; an apparatus not unlike that of the preliminary 
service of shaving. A small cloth was placed in the centre of 
the tray, on which stood the dish. First, in a glass vase, came 
a species of sweet soup which was not unpalatable; then a lamb roasted, 
stufifed with rice and almonds; then stewed pears, then a stew of 
mutton, then sweet jelly ; in short, there was a succession of at least 
mie hundred dishes, consisting generally of an intermediate sweet ar- 
ticle between the meats, besides pastry to each. The master of the 
entertainment said, “ Eocyowrottyv'' when it was brought in, and 
“ Calder” or “ take away," when we had eat two or three mouthfuls, 
and scarce any other words but these two were heard during the whole 
feast. Sesrvants attended behind each guest, with a vase ojf lemonade 
or sh^bet. The dishes were not, in general, badly cooked, although 
much coarser than those of Persia. The whole was closed by an im- 
mense The principal dishes were ihe yakni, which resembles 

mir Irjsh stew ; doimah, meat balls enclosed in vine leaves ; the 
kahoh, which is roast meat; the tkmrbah^ or soup; the haklmah, a cake 
of honey, paste, and other sweet ingredients; the lokmah, a light paste 
puff; and the pillaii, which is nothing but rice intermixed now and then 
with plums, almonds, and always well peppered and spiced. When 
all was over we washed our hands with soap and hot water, smoked, 
drank coff^, and went away, and were dunned as usual Ibr McksMskes 
m departing. 

A strange char^to joined us at Arz~rmm ; he was a native of Bosnia, 
«rad took tlie opportunity of our escort to readk Gonsimdin&pk. He 
tertowd'to|fear the wild inhabitaats of the cmntxf through which we 
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had to pass» and wore accordinglj a coat of mail under his clothes, aud 
a buraished helmet ou his head, and was armed with two heavy rifle 
guns, a pair of pistols, a long hunjur, and a sword, besides a variety 
of powder flasks, &c. which, altogether, made him weigh thirty 
stone. 

On the 21st we \&ft Arz-romit and proceeded across the plain to 
Ilija, a distance of five miles only, on a bearing of N. 80 West. The 
plain is covered with villages : I counted thirty on one part, and the 
cultivation is proportioned to the population. The season was advanc- 
ing: in some places the corn was a foot from the ground, and there was 
besides much fine pasture. 

Close to the village we crossed a bridge over a nice stream, there 
called the Kara Soiit which flows in this quarter from to W. and 
according to the information which I procured on this spot, finally flows 
into the Euphrates. On comparing, however, my authorities and 
my observations, I suspect that it is itself larger than its confluent 
stream, and deserves therefore to be considered as the primary 
river. Its sources are in the mountains at Suzdan, about nine miles 
from Arz-roum; and it meets another river at Serckembih. The sources 
of the Tigris axe said to be at a village called Nehel, near Cewr, 
a place ieafitrmngs from Ormmi. 

At Ilija are warm springs, two of which are enclosed witlun walls, 
for the separate use of men and w(Mnen. Large parties had collected 
from Arz-roiim to batlie here, and had pitched their tents among the 
rocks to pass the night. During the ni^t a» alarm was given in th^ 
village, that a number of Dt&is (who have been called the “ Mnfam per- 
** dm" of the Turkish army,) had takm up their quarters among kb, and 
that every one must in consequence look to his own property. Perhaps 
there were not two hundred of ttese despeiadces, yet they had i^ven ntore 
trouble to the Government of Arz-raim than an array of ten thousand 
men could excite in any European country. They commit with impu- 
nity every act of cruelty and extortion j no one dsr^ to reprimand or 
to punish thm i and a few days befeae om lencounter with them* tliej 
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chose to be dissatisfied with the conduct of the Governor of Arz~roum„ 
and informed him that thej intended to desert. To pacify them, there- 
fore, he was obliged to send them loads of victuals. We passed the 
night, however, without disturbance, and fared well indeed, by the 
kindness of the Armenians of the village. From this place Southward 
to Bin Gieulf^ the sources of the A ra^^es is five sa/iat (hours) Turkish. 
The villages nearest our road were Gez, Belour, Arouni. 

22d. Our route to Purtun bore W. on a distance of twenty miles. 
From Il^a to the right and left, the country was still as on the preced- 
ing day, studded with villages, and still richly cultivated. But it is 
almost d^titute of timber; a few bushes and small trees only are 
sprinkled here and there over the hills ; and the great number of Ara- 
bahs which we met loaded with wood had been all brought from a dis- 
tance. About six miles on the right is the village of A/ago, and on 
the left Arranli. Having proceeded five miles from- our last stage we 
stopped at Jmnis, a very pretty spot, where the Armenians brought us a 
breakfast of eg^, fritters, yamrt (curdled milk), and kymack (clouted 
cream). On leaving JenniSy the village Nardiran lies at the declivity of 
the hill. We quitted here the road to the right, which would have car- 
ried Us to Ak CaUhy the regular Menzil KhonSh, and took a bye-path, 
bdcause a pass in the mountains along the direct line was possessed by 
^ijferty otCowrdistm freebooters. We reachedPwrfMn about four miles S. 
ftdhi 'AkCdUky an^ St&t thither for ftie horses “(fifteen in number,) which 
were necessary to convey us forwards. Our resting place was a small 
village in the bosom of the mountains, near a pretty stream which fell 
in a cascade (almost under the roots of three picturesque trees in the 
middle of the“ water), and turned a mill below. At about twelve o*clock 
the clouds arose from the S. E. and brought thunder, hail, and rain; 
(rirdumstance which ' I had remarked almost every day at the same hour 

i-.'; . - • I ' 

p. Slf.' The ^utehhme se^nis to be hppBed'teth^ sources ofthejBifjArato 
a!»l of wMdi both ete opposite chreefions fiom the same mountaios. : 
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since our arrival at Ar^-ro 2 «B. The -vveather then cleared up towards 
the close of the evening, and a fine morning ■with an almost cloudless 
sky opened the following day. 

On the 23d, we left Pmiun; and retraced the route of the pre* 
ceding day for two miles and a halfi when we took a general Westerly 
direction for twenty-four miles. Our road was carried through a long 
chain of mountains, in a line of easy access, though the surface was 
rendered dijfficult by the mud which the rains had made. The whole 
soil was an admirably rich earth, producing the greatest luxuriance of 
grass, wild herbs, and flowers. Here and there the country begun to 
be wooded; and to be intersected by a great profusion of streams; 
and in one particular view (about two miles from our stage) displayed 
the most romantic scenery with fine wild precipices washed by the 
waters below, and shaded by shrubs and pine tre^. The neighbouring 
district however, in consequence of the depredations of the Delhis, and 
the recent incursions of the Cmirds, was entirely unpeopled ; and 
we learnt that the village of which we intended 

to take up our quarters for the night, was in the same manner 
deserted, 

From the eminence above we enjoyed a beautiful prospect; a river, 
swoln by the rains and melted snows, poured from the mountains on 
the S. E. and meandered at the foot of two stupendous rocks; and 
the large buildings from which the place derived its name, were 
helow^us. They are close to the village, and consist of a carammevah 
a mosque, a bath, and a tomb, all constructed with a j&ae white ftee 
stone, and finished in a manner worthy of the best ages. The carman- 
seraif in the usual shape of such buildings, is a hollow square, wiflb a 
gate to the East. Round the court are built small rooms, all arched 
in the most solid and magnificent style. There are also two vaulted 
chambers, each fifty yards long by forty broad, for the accommodation 
of the cattle of travellers. In the middle of the square is an arched 
chamber,! carected probably as a cool retreat in suimner. Though 
many parts of the building are falling into ruin, the carat'anserai 
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be considered generally in very good preservation. The mosque is 
situated to the right. It is entered by a small court yard, from which 
a vaulted Peris tyle leads under the dome, into the principal chamber, 
where is a stone pulpit. Though the dome is covered with weeds, 
and though of the single minaret the upper part has fallen, the main 
structure is still entire; and its fine materials, and its admirable 
masonry, are very strikingly and advantageously opposed to the more 
modern works of the country. Close to the caravanserai is the bath, 
and on the other side the remains of a building ; the use of which I 
could not ascertain. Nearly facing the caravanserai^ is a kind of 
small roxmd temple, probably a tomb, enclosed by a circular wall, 
which is entered by a gate way of Saracenic architecture. On the 
exterior of the arch is an inscription in Cujic. The small building 
inside is covered by a shelving roof, of the same construction as 
many of the buildings at Arz-roum. The interior is arched, and 
carved in a variety of ornaments, and under it is a subterraneous 
chamber. The court is full of fragments, which may perhaps suggest 
the supposition, that the whole was originally covered. Around are 
many tomb-stones, inscribed with Cttjic characters. 

The popular story of the erection of those different buildings is as 
follows : a wealthy Turk fell in love with an Armenian woman of this 
•lillage, but as she doubted the extent of his affections, she required as 
a proof before she yielded her consOTit to marry him, that he should 
build a caravanserai, mosque, &c. at the place of hear birth. The Turk 
immediately accepted the conditions ; and, proving that his love was 
equal to his wealth, raised these structures, and called them by her 
name. Mama Khatoun. The people add, that a treasure is concealed 
in a part of the caravanserai ; which, according to an inscription, is 
•destined for tte reconstruction of the whole, after the decay of the 
fwresent buildings. In one of the corners of the caravamerai we luckily 
Ibnnd a stray calf, of which we took possession, and of which the 
in disregard of their scruples and distal of ox-ftesh, with 
great 'appetite. ' '''‘n ^ 
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At noon we had the usual thunder storm. The surface of the 
mountain is hard, and apparently contains much mineral matter. A 
very elevated chain covered with snow extends before the village; the 
highest part bearing W. and taking a N. direction. The Kara Sou is 
no longer known by that name at Mama Khatoim, though by the 
description of the country, we recognized it under that of frab The 
water at this place has no distinct designation, but is called simply, 
iheAv&s: oi Mama Khatou7i. 


progress we 


We crossed it over a 


which rises at 


same style as the buildings at Mama Khatoun. At the distance scarcely 


flows neai Mama Khatoun ; thek mated waters form a considerable 
stream, following the direction N. to S. 40 W. Near the bridge is the 
village of Manastour. We traced upwards to the N. for two hours, 
the river which I conceive to be the original parent of the MuphrateSi 
enjoying at every turn new and beautifid pictures of chltivation, and 
woodland.-! ■, " 

At the distance of about twenty miles we came to a large but com- 
pletely deserted village, called Moss. Its inhabitants had fled the 
day before to their mountains, from the depredation of the Gourds. 
Near it are very ancient tombs, some placed evidently over the bodies 
of Christians, for among the ornaments on some of the stones is carved 
the crossi * ;One has an Armenian inscription. . H(a*e and there are 
wllections of very large stones, rudely piled one over the other. 
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the other side of the stream is Pekesidge, a town with a castle on a 
conical hill. This is on the high road, leading from Afe CaUh to Con- 
sfmtinapk, through Shoghoun Derih, the pass occupied by the Coitrds, 
After this is the village of Ak Doghan, and then that of Kismisore, but 
both deserted. The cultivation is however very plentiful. In our 
line to the W. we crossed a branch of the river, where the water was 
up to the horses* bellies. 

Kara Colagk is a large village, and the Menzil Khon&h is here. The 
sunrounding mountains still bear an appearance of mineral. The clouds 
gaAiered at the usual hour, but in a much smaller quantity than on 
the pret^ding days. There was round the road a great profusion of 
wild herbs, and amongst others asparagus. 

S5th. On the next morning we had a great dispute at the Menzil 
KJimiih. The master peremptorily required that we should pay for the 
horses with which he furnished us. In vain did the Mirza persist that 
he was an Ekhee, an Embassador; our host swore that he cared neither 
for the l^ak of Persia, nor for his own Sidta7i, and that he must have 
our money before we should take his beasts. We agreed at last to give 
twenty-five piastres for the hire of twenty horses. 

Our road first took a N. direction among uncultivated mountains, 
where I am told that the snow is frequently so deep in winter as to im* 
passage of travellers. It then varied W. and N. and N. and 
W: frequently ; biii on bem think that we averaged 

N. ^ W: to Chiftikf a distance called twelve hours, and which we per* 
formed exactly in that time, on a reckoning of forty miles. In winding 
through the mountains, we came to parts beautifully wooded with fir, 
pines, and walnut-trees ; and forming, particularly on a long descent, 
the most picturesque forest scenery that can be imagined. At the sum* 
nut of the mountains we had a continual rain for two hours, accompa- 
nied with thunder. When we reached the close of the descent, we 
<^COvered on our left hand the villa^ of Sadac^ situated about two 
friHn the raad on the dedivity of the MBs, with a surrounding 
ferritety^mirably fertile in com, and wcH watered.. From fhis place 
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fco Chiflik is jSfteen miles : the road leading through one of the most 
beautiful and happy looking valiies that I ever saw. A stream, swoln 
tvhen we saw it by the rains, runs through it, and on each side spreads a 
tnore abundant vegetation. 

On quitting the valley we came on the plain in which Chiflik lies, so 
well cultivated that it quite transported me into some of the best parts 
of England. The peasants were ploughing the ground, while immense 
flocks of sheep, goats, and oxen were spread o^’^er the whole country. 
The fields were parted off by hedges and ditches; the road was well 
defined ; and pretty villages rose here and there, intermixed with the 
most luxuriant verdure. Spring was here in its bloom, and the whole 
plain was a little Eden. 

At about six hours from Kam Cohghy the road leads N. to the dis- 
trict of Byhourg or Baibortt whilst our road led us W. 

The village of Ck^ck is interspersed with poplars and wiUows; the 
out-houses for cattle were built of rafters laid horizontally, and cx)vered 
with a roof of earth. A Musselim resides here under the government 
of Ars-^roum. 

26th. From Chijiik we went to distant twenty miles (six 

hours) on a bearing of W. We continued through the plain, which we 
had entered on the preceding day ; and found it to its close as beauti- 
ful as in its commencement. The stream wliich we had admired in the 
valley of Sadac, issues into the plain and follows the road. We crossed 
it over a wooden bridge. It supplies the inhabitants of the neighWfeur- 
liood plentifully with fish, of which indeed we had a sp^imen in 
excellent trout, served up to us for breakfast. 

We passed the village of Ger, and on the Eastward of the plain we 
saw the village of K.izziljay. The whole country around was ^flivoied 
by people employed in the works of agriculture. On entering the hills 
we found their declivities on all sides beautifully wooded with fim, pine, 
oak bushes, and a variety of thorns, with every shrub cmnmon to a 
Northern climate. All the mountains which we had passed were of 
easy access, and of no difficult ascent or dest^at* About twelve milqs 
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from Chifiik there is in ruins, a small circular building of stone, which 
is probably a Turkish tomb. 

We rested for the night at Caraja, though the proper MenzU Khoneh 
is three hours distance, at a place called Sheyi'an, which gives name to 
a district, or containing this and between thirty and forty 

other villages. Our horses were collected from the individual villagers ; 
for the regular establishments were broken up about a month before 
our arrival, by the disturbances in the country. From Caraja to 
Gumuck Khonih (a large town) is twelve hours, and thence to Trebisond 
ten hours, on a general bearing throughout the whole distance of N. 
Arsinghan is a considerable town, twenty-four hours S. from Caraja. 
The com fields in all this region are fenced off with rails, made of the 
trunks of pine trees; and here and there the boundaries of each manV 
territory are marked by large stones ; a greater evidence of property, 
and consequently of prosperity, than we had seen any where. On our 
road to-day we saw a great number of juniper bushes with very fine 
berries upon them. 

In our passage through the woods we met three Tatars going in 
great haste to Ai'z-roum^ bearing to Emin Aga the news of his having 
been created a Pacha. They told us that they had then been seven 
days from Constantinople. Their errand is called carrying the Mudjdeh, 
which is merely a verbal notification of the appointment, and which 

3 frequently . prov^ false ; for the Tatar who is the bearer of it 
_ rally gets it from the Cap Kiayah or Hommes d’ Affaires of the 
great ''man in the province, and then takes the chance of the news 
proving false afterwards. As soon as the Tatar arrives, he is carried 
immediately into the presence of the person whose new dignity he ' 
announces, and simply informs him of his promotion. If the news 
which he brings prove correct, he receives perhaps one thousand 
piastres, and the succeeding Tatars (for there are frequently twenty 
who set off on similar expeditions) get sums in proportion to their 
early qr tardy arrival. The person indeed vAio on these occasions 
secures the highest prize, is generally , he 'Who brings the pelisse of 
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office, which is the common mode of investiture in Turkey. On 
the present occasion we were told by the Tatars that the pelisse was 
actually on the road. 

The Aga or Governor of Caraja wss, a Turk of a very fierce appea r» 
aiice, but of a behaviour more agreeable than his looks. He uccom- 
modated us with the upper part of his own house, an open room 
looking over a beautiful plain, and in the evening treated us with a 
dinner. The greatest and best ingredient of the entertainment was a 
large lamb roasted whole; round this were seated twelve persons, 
mostly the farmers of the place, among whom however I could dis- 
tinguish the Tmaum, or parish priest, and the Hodja or schoolmaster. 
All these gentlemen arrived with very good appetites to die feast; 
for no sooner were they seated and the Iamb placed before them, than 
every one had his right hand in the dish at once, tearing off as large 
pieces from the animal, as his strength and dexterity would admit. 
This species of attack did not finish, until there remained nothing but 
the bare bones of the lamb ; when every man very deliberately retired 
to smoke his pipe in a corner of the sofa, and to drink a cup of coftee, 
that was then handed round to each of the guests. Although such a 
meal may be repugnant to the dehcacy of those, who have been ac- 
customed to a civilized mode of eating, yet there was a species of wild 
and generous hospitality in the manners of these people, that I could 
not help admiring; and a few ingredients of which would add ex- 
tremely to the delights of a modern table. 

27th. We proceeded from Caraja, and halted at the distance of 
twenty miles, on a bearing of N. 60 W. Our station was on the 
banks of a stream in a beautiful valley, and we reached it through a 
country, which (almost above that of the preceding march) was finely 
wooded, and in the intervals among the mountains richly cultivated. 
Among the forests the pines were of an uncommon size. Whilst we 
were eating our dinner under a tree, a heavy storm of thunder and 
lightning and rain, from the Westward, came over us. In this situa- 
tion we were joined by a Persian who was coming post from Constmh> 


334 


ARZ-ROUM TO AMASIA. 


imopk. He was of the suite of Askee IChast, the Persian Embassador 
at Paris, and tmburthened himself of a volume of news tons. He 
soon convinced me that he had gained some knowledge in France by 
saying, “ Les dames de Paris sont bien JoUes.“ The storm continued 
with little intermission till near naidnight. Some sought shelter among 
the rocks; others covered themselves with carpets, horse cloths, or 
any thing which they could seize for the purpose, whilst otibers, and I 
among the rest, sought reftige in a neighbouring water-mill, half in 
ruins, wh^e we made a large fire and defended ourselves as well as we 
could hrmn the pelting of the storm. I passed the night in the trough 
ofthemlU. . 

S8th. We ag^n continued our route on a general bearing of W. to 
Carahissary a distance called eight hours, but which we performed 
even in ten hours with diflSculty, from the extreme debility of our 
cattle. The road measurement may be thirty miles. The whole 
country, through which we passed, presented the luxuries of a garden, 
with the grandeur of a for^t. Flowers of all hues embellished the 
slopes of the rich pasturage, and embalmed the air with their aromatic 
o^ms. i never saw spring so luxuriant, so exuberant, as it was in 
these regions. At the bottom of every valley invariably runs a stream, 
the progress of which is marked by the trees and by the fertility which 
and. which axxjompanies it in all its windings. The soil is 
Oi' a ine tod and » when ocxsasionally turned up by the plough, 

breaks the monotony of the universal verdure that now covers the 
country, and contrasts admirably with the splendid brilliancy of its 
tints. The com on the summit of the mountain was about a foot 
high, but in the valley was much more advanced. The great cultiva- 
tion consists in barley, besides many fields of rye, the latter indeed in 
many places grows wild, and indiscriminately with otter plants. 
Wheat does not appear to be one of the necessaries of the inhabitants, 
^ almost all the bread which we ate was made of barley. Great 
of pear-trees border the read, with pines of a form most 
pictulis^pic, and presented ^tea in tfce most striking views. Ilie 


S35 


AEZ-ROUM TO AMASIA. 

pencils of an hundred artists ■would not accomplish in as many years 
the task of delineating all the landscapes -R'hich this country affords. 
The inhabitants are as well adapted for the painter as their country, 
and would add a new interest to the charms of the picture. 

On reacliing the eminence of Carahissar a splendid panorama opens. 
The various masses that erect themselves in an infinity of curious forms 
suggest forcibly the wild convulsion of nature which had thrown them 
in their present disorder. To the Forth is a large mass of mountain 
of a rude outline, and a tint which indicates the mineral below: this 
joins a stupendous chain of rock which, taking a turn to the Westward, 
is terminated by the great isolated height of Carahissar. On the ex- 
treme summit of this is the castle, a small fort rendered tenable by its 
position. There are houses also on the top to which a ziz-zag road 
leads. The remainder of the surfece is also inlaid with walls, which, 
as seen from below, appear more ancient than the main building. The 
town of Carahissar is spread about on the declivity. At the distance 
of about two miles from the place, and at the bottom of the valley, 
formed by the steeps of the great mountains, flows a torrent from the 
N- E. : the waters of which foam through a bed of rocks and loose 
stones, and spread through the cultivation around Carahissar. We 
passed on a bridge of one arch : the bases of the arch are of stone 
built on two projecting rocks, and the superstructure is of wood. Im- 
mediately after passing the bridge is a fountain, and near it a garden, 
from which we got some of the finest cherries that I ever eat. From 
this spot the rock of Carahimr was singularly striking. = ; 

Proceeding further, we entered the gmit tract of cultivation and gar- 
dens, more immediately surrounding the town, and certainly constituting 
one of the finest spots which I can recollect in Turkey, or indeed in any 
other country. Plane trees, poplars, fruit trees of every denomination 
in the thickest projfusion, intermixed -with corn fields, and enlivened by 
the murmuring of a thousand streams, formed the fore-ground of the 
view. We came to a second torrent which flows through the gardens 
with great precipitation and noise, and adds its "waters to th© first* 
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dome covered with lead. In the vicinity are many villages : among 
others to the South, are GezlicM, YaicM, Sayit and Soucher. 

Scarcely a fortnight before our arrival the town and the adjacent 
country had been in a state of great disturbance; a party of Janizaries 
inimical to Jussuf Pacha (now (1809) the Grand Vizir, who had 
lately governed the district) set fire to a large house which he had built 
at Carahissar, and the whole, with an immense property which it con- 
tained, was totally consumed. 

We were delayed some time, at the moment of our departure, by a 
fierce dispute that arose between the Persians and the Tm*k and his 
femily at whose house we had lodged. One of the Persian servants 
had lost his shalwars or riding breeches, and, in his anxiety to find 
them, taxed the Turk with having stolen them. The Turk retorted 
Warmth ; and the contention was already going on at a high rate, 
when theif Embassador amved, brandishing the breeches in the air, and 
joining in the attack on the Turk. It seems that the Embassador, who 
had before suspected the integrity of our host, immediately on hearing 
the affi’ay, searched in the suspicious parts of our chamber, and in a 
bye-corner found (wrapped up in a slip of hay) the unlucky object of 
dispute. The contusion , of the Turk, who, by his dress and exterior 
possessions, was passing for a man of respectability in the town, may 
|>e better imagined than described. 

We a.t length left Carahissar, and travelled eighteen miles W. on a 
mcsitetainous and stony road. About three miles ffbm our last station 
we saw the road to DiarbeUr md Bagdad^ bearing S. ^6 W. We con- 
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tinued our own course to the W. and came to the banks of a large 
stream called (like the earlier part of the the Kara Sou, 

and flowing from E. to W. in a chamiel between two chains of rocks. 
In its subsequent progress, like the Euphrates also, it assumes a new 
name ; and at A' ifear is called the JCe/M I am told that it 

takes its rise near the mines, fifteen days journey from the point where 
we saw it, and that it finally falls into the Black Sea. We encamped 
on the banks, having followed the windings of the river through the 
mountains, on a bad road, now and then rendered dangerous by 
narrow and steep passes. Our halt was on the extremity of the range, 
with a village to our right ; on the eminence on the opposite side of 
the water, appeared a ruin of which no one could give me any better 
account, than that it was a church built by the G’iaours or infidels. 
I could observe a portico with a Roman arch ; and, not being able to 
cross the stream and take a nearer view, X obliged to be contented 
with this scanty information. About noon a strong wind arose from 
the S. W. bringing together an immense collection of thick clouds ; 
which at the close of the evening fell in heavy torrents of rain. Here 
again we were exposed to the storm for the night, without any other 
shelter than that which the foliage of two trees, and the partial covering 
of a shdving rock might yield. 

1st. July. We proceeded W. again about eighteen miles, and as on 
the preceding day, stopped by the banks of the river, which continued 
to wind at the foot of two ranges of mountains. On the right chain 
was the line of bur route, in ’ part& singularly dangerous; i|t one pass 
the soil crumbled under our feet as we advanced, and, fell a horrid 
depth into the precipice over the river below. Nor indeed, if a little 
more rain had fallen, would the road have been practicable at' , any 
haz^d.. About eight miles from Kuky Hissar (on the left of our 
course, and on the other side of the river) is a small structure built 

\ * Itisdie smcieatl^cws. ; , «' 
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over a hot spring. Iti the little plains and vallies that now and then 
intervened we met with much vegetation. The acacia was in great 
plenty ; with plants of every hue. At the end of the stage we saw 
the castle of Kuley Hissar, situated on the pinnacle of a very high part 
of the mountains. We ascended a very steep and intricate road, and 
from the summit saw in the deep valley extended at our feet, the 
beautiful village of Ktdey Hissar. It consists of houses unconnected 
with one another, and scattered in a wood of every description, 
(particularly of fhiit-trees;) the refreshing tints of which were ad- 
mirably contrasted with the arid surfaces of the surrounding heights. 
A little aat would render the i^ne perfect. Streams of running water 
miittnured in evety part of this plantation ; and an exhilarating breeze 
kept up a delightful temperature in the air. The situation howevo*, 
girded close by high land on every side, was in itself much wanner than 
Cmakksar^ or any part of our preceding route. Here indeed we found 
the season for cherries expired ; and we got only the mshna (sour chancy) 
and the white mulberry. The aom was generally approaching to a 
State fit for the sickle: and in some warmer exposures had already 
beojcut 

The fort at the summit was scane years ago destroyed by Jussirp 
Pacha, (the present Grand Vizier, 1809) who found that the inhabit- 
ant* Of the neighbouring region were inclined to turbulent and 
independent f a dispc^Mon wMch, Undi^rstand, fe w dittie subdued, 
that they are now rebtrilding tiiefr strong hold. To the port of Jmik 
On the Black Sea, the distance from Kuley Hissar is not more than 
twelve boUK. 

id* July. We were obliged to hire our horses frina this stage for- 

at lour piastres each. The is^aster of the Meimi. KlumSh assigned 
[M a t^t this vilkge paid mote than otha* to the MM, and 

4^ e€iB*e<jneatly thieved from the binth^ of any stated establishment, 
" not required to furnish travelers at theconmaon rate. Not- 

wilKanclittk therefore all ©iir' We were on the business 

• ” ^ 'i . ' r .t f' C,. '.''t . 
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of goYeanment; notwithitanding our boyimrmkm or public orders, 
(and otheffi more immediatdlj from tbe Muuelim of CaraMssar, in 
whose jurisdiction the place is) we were obliged to comply. Yet the 
hors^ for which we had paid so largely and unusually were too bad to 
carry us frirther tlian twdve miles ; we were obliged therefore to un* 
load the baggage, and rest them on a fine pasturage in an open pari of 
the mountains. Our course had i»en N. 50W. During mir ride 
we traversed forests of pine trees, (intermixed with hazels, mk*bushes, 
and a variety of other plants) here and there forming most i^au- 
tifui pictures. In some places the wood had been burnt down ; and 
the countrymen were ploughing the land between the old trunks, 
where probably they would sow rye. The people iiere cut their trees 
about five feet from the ground, IwmiBg th^n a little, and the® apply- 
ing the hatchet. 

Sd. We had not however long taken possession of our station, and 
our cattle had not long indidged on the fat pasture that estendai itsdf 
around, beftwe a party of armed Turks, some on horseback and some 
on foot, came to us and desired «s to withdraw <mr horses from th® 
grass, it was the property of their village. This startled the Per- 
sians, who swore that the grass was common property, for that it wm the 
^ft of God, and that their hrms^ had as much ri^t to te«i upon it as 
any other : the Turks, however, soon made them undarstand, tliat the 
usages of their several countries differed in this respect : one of them 
at the same time r«naik:ing, ^ You might as truly say, that com, gcMts, 
♦* cerws, and sheep are ccspbihot propesrty, for are aJB, as wwli m 
** grass, the gifts* of Godf peasants hfm smfoed t^e iMdj 

pains with their grass, which they cut and dry into hay, store for 
the winter: where^ in Persia, grass is nnappropnated ; and even barl^ 
is, open to tlie King’s pec^de; for we used to turn our horses mto the 
barli^ fields, where, m the King's name and right, they deroured al 
aronndj; whde the poor cultivator did not dare to say a word to w. W® 
were no l<^ger in Persia, and therefore obeyed srhuhsoib; and 4®* 
parted ad hour after sunset to seek a fresdi pasturage. 

X X 2 
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We rode for five hours through thick woods of pine trees beautifiilly 
enlightened by the moon, which rose an hour after we had mounted. 
We again stopped, and in a charming valley fed our cattle tUl morning 
dawned; when we proceeded, and in four hours teached the village of 
Isker Sou. From the general direction of our road, we averaged proba- 
bly about N. 70 W. on a distance which might be twenty-seven miles^ 
Three hours before we reached Isker Sou is the large village of Kizzil 
JaveraUf high on the mountain on theleftj and afterwards on both sides 
a number of villages, the small wooden houses of which are scattered 
unconnectediy in various directions on the declivities and summits of 
the hills/ ^ The people build their houses entirely of wood, laying trunks 
of the pine trees horizontally one over another, and fitting their extre- 
mities at the^ angles by notches and hol^. About five miles from Isker 
Sou, on the left of the road, is a rock completely insulated among green 
fields. The substance is a hard grey granite, in which is excavated, 
certainly with great labour, a chamber nine feet square, with a seat and 
two recesses. On the left of the inside on entering is a figure, which, 
from its resemblance to a Cross, induced me to suppose that the spot, 
in which it appeared, had been the retreat of some of the primitive 
Christians. . 

Our Bosnian Quixote had been missing since the preceding evening; 
and we fdt a general apprehension that he had fallen a prey to the 
Tmfe,!v^b' warned ns from jthcir|«ture.^frH© was late in preparing to 
follow us, was encumbered with two horses, and with trappings so nu- 
merous, that notwithstanding his warlike appearance he would have 
presented an easy conquest to any attack ; above all, he %vas known to 
carry much gold. But his life was in fact uninjured, and he rejoined 
us in a subsequent part of our route. The poor creature w^ now and 
then wont to sing some of his patriotic sonp, which, are of a peculiarly 
dqleful and melancholy harmony ; and every time he.^^gun his lay it 
l^pened that rain fell soon after, ^ I unluckily tqldi Ih© Persians, who 
wei‘d,,|<?o credulous and SiUpePsliriqus not fe ^Ij^ve me, that the singing 
of the people of inyfi^iahly dfaw§|dq^ so that, the poor 
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fellow's strains, whenever he attempted to renew them, were afterwards 
stopped by the joint force of all his comrades. 

The people of Isker Sm informed me, that for six months of the 
year the snow lies on the ground. The night indeed which we passed 
in their village was so sensibly cold that all our wannest clothes were 
brought into use, before we could ^t ourselves tolerably comfortable. 
In a general view of our route, I should think that we had been rising 
for some time. The country was in a state of internal warfare, which 
however did not interfere with the passage of strangers. In the village 
there w'as then from Jmnk one of Jusdff Pacha’s Tuffenchee BasheeSf 
or captains, who with fifty followers was feeding at the expence of the 
peasantry. Chappan Oglu was the principal object of terror in the 
neighbourhood; his troops had lately fired the Bazar of Niksar^ 
which is under the jurisdiction of /HAzrADAR Oglu, Governor of 
Janik. 

4th. of July. From Isker Sou we went to Niksan We were seven 
hours on the road on a bearing of West, which, from the unequal sur- 
face of the country, may be reckoned at twenty-one miles. About one 
mile and a half from. Isker Sou we came to a w^ooden bridge over a 
small stream, which is the termination of the Government of Arz-roum ; 
when therefore a Pacha is appointed, the ceremony of sacrificing is per- 
formed at this spot. After this we passed several villages on all sides, 
but totally abandoned by their inhabitants, who had taken refuge in the 
different countries against the depredations of the DeZAis, and the occa- 
sional visits of the soldiere of ,Chappan Oglu. There is a villa^ im- 
mediately at the pass (where we entered the mountains) ; and here com- 
menced a series of mountain scjenery, of, the wildest and most roman- 
tic character. No, description is adequate to paint the brilliancy. and 
luxuriance of vegetation, and the picturesque forms of this region; 
and few imaginations are sufScientiy fertile to supply the idea of a 
spring in tliese mountains. Trees of every denomination grow here in 
.the wildek profusion, whikt their roots are tlie odour oi 
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myriads of flowers. The oak here is but an indifierent tree ; but there 
are walnut and plane-trees, pines and firs of a fine growth. Yet lovely 
as the spring was here, the cold on the mountains is said to be intense 
in winter ; and even where we crossed the highest part of the range we 
were enveloped some time in clouds, which came from the North, and 
which now and then broke in frequent and sharp showers. 

. The descent to Nik$m’ continue for three hours, and in some places 
is rapid. The road winds through the thickest shrubbery, and at its 
extremity is a c<fll«tion of lofty plane-trees, which form a fine shade to 
feeruit the traveler after the tedious length of the hiUb. About aa 
iKnir before we reacheil we dfecovered the tow, situated in a 

valley, and, in the back-ground, a plaift watered by the KeM Irmak, 
the stream which we had followed under another name near Caret- 



Msmt, and which empties itself into the river of Amanoy and thus is 
carried into the Black Sea. The approaches to Niksar exceeded, if 
pOssiMe, in beauty and rich vegetation these to Carahm&r. The corn 
here again was quite ripe, and we got cherries and mulberries. 

Niks&i^ is a long town crowned by a ruined fcHft of considerable extent ; 
the walls and towers appear wca'ks of the Saracenic age, and at a dst- 
ahee still constitute a picturesque object; though thqjr might now afford 
ifet a sorry and inn^tent defence. A stream ftona the hills rushte 
the v^Qeyi - and turns the wlteds of many mill* fi» cutting the 
fcaio h«ro<ate -a® longer tewaoed; -flter roofe 

•ate mostly of wood,* living and tsovered with tiles.’ 

* Tlie Turks ia their way have refeuued so many ancient names, that Neocmmvaimyhe 
easily i-ecognised under the name oi Niksar. — D’Antilie, Geogr. Anc. tom. ii. p. 34. It is 
fafer^lihg as the tily and hiahoprick Of Sr. GnEGOftT THAtnaATtrn&tis ; who found there 
levente^'Chtisdi^s, an41t|R. 'd]i^lKA seipenteien Pngttas. £le reselved te ii&iM ’a 
.thtueh ha ikeSy €fe quin’estek pa? eis^tvaiOn^Baire es oe et-CB avast ioute 

d’e» bastir ew* ^hillppe, jg[ui i^inmeiibQa a regner ep 241 . MaiS ’eeUe d est la 
Snt Phisieire mus donnt me comaissance eertmne et expressed*— T iMlZTso^^ 
'iKeii^Eccleat deyi/]^^m^tete&.Yol.Hlp. *'* - • 
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5th. From Nihar to Tocat is nine hours, on a bearing of S. 60 W. 
a distance which I place at thirty miles. On quitting the town the road 
continues through a variety of fine landscapes, and then comes to the 
banks of the Kelki Irmak, which here flows from S. to N. After much 
delay, and an ineffectual attempt to ford, we passed this river in a boat, 
which could receive at once only a few of our party, and a small 
portion of our equipage, and which was still more unequal to the 
numbers of tlie peasantry crowding into it, anxicMis to cross tlie water, 
with hoes, sickles and spades to their daily labour on tte oppc^ite side. 

We then traversed a very rich country, the yellow appearance 
of which announced the approach of harvest. In the plain were. 
lai’ge plantations of rice. We now entered tlie pass between tike 
mountains which leads to Toeatf and whicli here bere W. from Niksar. 
On the right is a small village; the pass then narrows into a road 
delightfully shaded by a wild prolusion of trees, whilst a contiimal 
rushing of water over a number of small cascades, refr^hes the air, 
and gives a new charm to the scenary around. At the extremity of 
this pass are one or two villages; and the road afterwards quiti 
the shade of the tre®, and cross^ a more open country. 

Three hours before we readied we came to the bed of a 

river, flowing in the direction of our rcraid, and enlivening a rich 
country of com, which was then all ripe. On the right of the road, 
about four miles before the end of our journey, is a rock with ex* 
cavated chambers* ; one of which has an ornamented front. Soon 
after we had a view of the great town of Tocat^ sitnated in the hoUow 
of two mountains, in its first appesartnee considerably diminished 
foebw its real sire. As we approached, we crcKsed the river over 
a and solid bridge of five arches ; and then came to a paved 


* This is possibly a pwtof the oetebrated Comma which is placed upon the IriSf 

the modera" Tossan Irmah — See D’Anville’s Geogr. Ancienne 1768. tom. ii. p. 38. 

The Christians of the country pointed out to TAVEEJnesa wme ex«avations iu this diS- 
tiad, a&thevetesais.trf.St. John CsuiYsosTOM. Twi.-i. p. fSv" - 




required his good offices ; he said, that the Elckee if he chose might 
take up his lodgings in a caravanserai ; that he should have as many 
horses as he might want to convey him away; but as for the rest, 
he himself could do nothing more for us. We had hitherto experi- 
enced, in general, more hospitality, but we now accordingly took up 
our quarters in a caravanserai on the Maidan, and very conveniently 
lodged ourselves and cattle. 

6th. Tocat is situated on the declivity of three hills, whose bases 
Join. To the Westward it is overlooked by the ruins of a fort, so 
completely dilapidated, that its remains are scattered unconnectedlj 
msferi the surface of the rock on which they stand. To the north is a 


of!,tjhat part of it which is connected with the mines; Those mines. 
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is sent to Constantinople,) between one hundred and one hundred 
and fifty thousand okes of copper annually, which comes imwrought 
to Tomt, BXid is there made up in cakes. The works indeed con- 
nected with copper, and which occupy about three hundred shops, 
are the only particular manufactures, for which the towm is noted. 
From these the copper wares are dispersed through all parts of 
Turkey. 

In the evening of the 7th we continued our journey. We left the city on 
the same road by which we had entered ; and, crossing the bridge, tra- 
versed a plain about five miles broad and fifteen long, where the harvest 
was fully ripe, over one of the richest com countries that can be imagined. 
The distance of our stage to Turkhal was about twenty-five miles, on a 
general bearing of W, This large village comes abraptly to the view, 
and is remarkable principally as being built about a high rock, which 
stands isolated from the surrounding mountains, and on the extreme 
summit of which is the ruin of a fort. The village itself extends round 
the rook to the Westward. The Toszan Irmak that flows from Tocaf, 
passes close to the place from S. to N. At Turkhal, though we were 
housed in b, caravanserai (there called khan), our expences were de- 
frayed by the Cazi of the place. He had been informed of the treat- 
ment which we had received from the Musselim of Tocat, and told 
us that he would spend his hundred purses rather than we should 
experience a similar reception from his hands. Finding ourselves 
however uncomfortably situated in the caravanserai, (where, besides 
our baggage and servants, were our horses) we sought refuge in the 
garden of a hospitable Turk, who permitted us to spread our carpets 
‘'on a raised platform under a tree, and helped us without limit to the 
mulberries and apricots which grew around. But we had not sat there 
long, before we were surprised by a heavy shower of rain and hail, 
which obliged us once more to retire to our heated caravanserai 
There are very large water wheels here, which are used for irrigating 
the gardens and fields of the place, and which are turned by the 
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fine river tliat runs through the village. , Clt^e to the mosque is a large 
corn mill, wliich also is worked by two large wheels; 

We proceeded from TiirkJml in the eveamg, and travelled for the 
distance of six hours. On passing through two masses of rock, which 
in the obscurity of the night were extremely grand, we espied a strong 
light, iliumiaating a hut and two or three lofty pine-trees. This was 
one of the guard-houses, called durand, which are stationed at the 
interval of about four hours, and are common to the territory of 
Chapfan Oglu. They are at once places of security and rest. 
There is generally a ;p£Mrty of or ten men kept in them to watch 

over the ’safety of Ifae roaids. This one, which we were approaching, 
was peculiarly picturesque. The Tatars, the Mirza, and I, dismounted 
from our horses ; whilst w^e permitted the rest of our caravan to pro- 
ceed. We entered an enclosure of stone-walls, built at the foot of a 
high pine-tree. In one comer blazed an immense fire. An old Turk, 
who received us, immediately spread goat’s-skins for our seats ; whilst 
a young man prepared to give us coffee. He first placed the water to 
boil on the outer-embers of tlie fire, and then begun to pound the 
coffee in a woodrai*vase, which he continued with much aotivity to a 
sort of musical stroke, until the whole was beat into an impalpable 
ipowder. He then put the pounded coffee into the water, and boiled 
it’Up'ithfee or four times ; when ^ .poured it into his coffee tcupi, .k^t 
ueatty bright, ©n a circular platter. We then jsesumed Qur jinaroh, 
and in six hours from Turkhal made a halt ,at a large caramnserai 
where we slept in the open air until the morning. The caravanserai 
was an extensive building, of strong materials and in good repair, 
besides ourselves there were many peasants with their carts drawn hy 
%i^l©es, who were waiting the dawn of day 'to jproceed iOn their 
sjoumey. Oot route led over a, mountainous country, till we descended 
towards Amasia, through a narrow p^s bordered on ea6h side by 
!piiiiiis-Of a surprising si^. The opening was not iseen, iUntil we were 
^0^ *upon it, when in formed a beautiful xand icurious pktiPe* The 
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approaches to Amasia from this side are very striking. On the right 
is a long cham of heights, which appear in many places to ha\’e been 
worked by the hand of man. Close to the road, and at the foot of 
these mountains, is a deep channel cut into the rock, which extends 
at least two miles, and is traced up to the river. It is unquestionaljly 
the bed of an aqueduct, and has been the work of immense labour, for 
the masses, through wkich in some places it is carried, are of a pro- 
digious thickness- 

On the left in the valley below, are detached houses, embosomed in 
gardens and orchards. These are planted with fruit-trees of every 
kind, and when we passed, were in foil perfection. In this direction 
the city of Amasia is hardly seen until almost its very entrance. The 
approach is extremely grand ; and every step prepares the stranger 
for a view wWch Ms imaginatioa iisis aiieadjr ft sabiime; and 

which realizes every expectation. 
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AMASIA : EXCAVATIONS — -MARCIVAN—OSMANJIK— PRECIPICES : 
ROAD OP THE GENOESE— TOSIA— THE DELHIS CHERKES : RE- 

MAINS— STOEM-—GEREDEH— -IMPORTANCE OP THE TATARS — 
PERSIAN DEESS^INSCRIPTION—BOH : FOREST : GUARDS OF 
THE mountains: TIMBER FOB THE ARSENALS— LANDSCAPES : 
KHANDACK ; OUTLAWS— SABANJA : CAUSEWAY LAKE— ISMID 
— GEVISA CONSTANTINOPLE. 

Amasia is situated in the recess of an amphith^tre of strong 
featured lands, which arise almost abruptly from the banks of a beau- 
tiful stream, the Tozzan Irmak^ that winds majestically at their roots. 
The houses are built on either side, on the gradations of the declivities ; 
and the town extends itself all around. On the North, situated in the 
highest and most conspicuous part of the mountains, is the castle, which 
appeared to me much in ruins; and on the same portion of land, just 
upwards from the boundaries of the town, are five very conspicuous 
monuments cut into the rock. I crossed the river over a stone bridge, 
and asmided the mountain in which they were excavated, escorted and 
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guided by a young Turk. We passed by the rains of a fort built upon 
a projecting part of the range, and came to three excavated chambers. 
The first has a triangular ornamented front. The others have platforms 
before them, and a vestibule cut into the rock behind. We then pro- 
ceeded on towards the left, and arrived at the two largest excavations. 
A path of about three feet in breadth, cut deep within the fi:ont of the 
mass into the appearance of a covered gallery, and guarded by a para- 
pet wall of solid rock, leads along the side of the mountain. One of 
these monuments is a mass of hard granite twelve paces square, severed 
completely from the mountain by an interval (about four feet broad) 
all around and above it, and excavated into a chamber. The other 
contiguous and last monument has no passage behind or around. 
These chambers are said to have been the retreats of St. Cheysos- 
tom;* but I could discover no inscription upon them, which might 
throw any light upon the subject. In the castle above indeed, my 
young conductor told me there were not only inscriptions but sculp- 
tures; but my time would not permit me to ascend, and I had now 
only a momentary leisure to enjoy the beauty of the view ; where was 
the town arranged all about me, the river winding at my feet and 
struggling under numerous water wheels, and the whole scenery en- 
riched by the last rays of the setting sun. The minarets of many 
mosques, (of which one near the river is a very fine building,) break the 
sameness of the flat-tiled roofs. 

The inhabitants of Amasm are distinguished for their urbanity and at- 
tention to strangers; and their women particularly are celebrated as 
the fairest and most engaging of Asia Minor. Of this I had but a 
single and chance opportunity to form a judgment : in riding through 
the streets, I saw an unveiled female who was joking at the door of 
her house with a black slave girl, and who was more beautiful than any 
whom I had long seen ; nor as I passed did she shrink from my ob- 


* St. John Chrysostom— 'possibly in Ws last exile and wanderings, A. D. 404-7. See, 
Milner’s “ Histoiy of the Church of Christ.’* Y ol. II. p. ^1-3. 
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serration, for our curiosity was equal. AVe had a lodging assigned to 
us iii the dwelling of an opulent Turk, close on the banks of the river* 
He had three brothers who lived in three houses contiguous to his own, 
^d who severally came to pay their respects to us. » They were all 
Mrei* than any Turks of Asiatics whom I had ever seen. Their man- 
ners were peculiarly mild and agreeable, and they treated us with the 
gjreatest civility. They spoke in raptures of their own city, although 
hone of them had ever seen any other place. 

I was anxiotis to reach Considnfindple aS soon as possible, and resolved 
mlrefofe to leave the Pefsi^ EhVoy to follow at his leisure, and to 
^fdcded hiysell' With ihcfreaeed expediBnh. Taking fotsh horses then, I 
eet 'off from AHiasia at the clofe of the night. There is an ascent of 
two hoiirs towards Marcivan ; and then, as far as I could jud^ in the 
dark, the road leads through one uniform plain. The total distance 
ffom Amasla is reckoned twelve miles, which we had travelled two 
hohrs before the sun rose. [11th.] Marcivan abounds with walnut-trees, 
and is surrotirided by com fields, which, hs we were leaving the place at 
break of day, Were animated by the Veters. 

I^our hours ffoih Marcivm, oh the left of the road is the large village 
of Haji iLku, Wh6re the ^at c^van iroads from Smyrna, Angora, See. 
m^t, Shortly, tifter We paine to k hcrtise Where travellers usually stop; 

fhht^ibihts had now fled to the fodfihtaihs, in consequehCe of 
the p^sage of the Helkis; and we foisted bhly dhe old mafi^ Who 
BVbiigbt us *fome yGO^ff khd ciXAp&iitii, ¥hd WeM thkt h¥d been 
Concealed. Then again proceeding, We struck into a steep mountain 
pas^, at the foot of Which led a terfent HfeWed with immense ffagments 
of rocks, that (by ah earthquake, or by the washing away of the soil 
Beneath theih) had been didoHged foom the heights around : and vast 
niasses, Which deemed to threaten bur destitectidh as Wd jpas^d, were 
still Sustained btfiy by large pdlek ot tfuhks of trees. 

this pass we entered into a rich but limited plain, thickly 
stfidded with trees of every kind, and abounding^ in com. At its ex^ 
tremity we stopped at a dblMbuS’grwti »6f immense walnut-trees beau^ 
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tifullj watered. In this charming spot -was encamped a hayrack or 
company of soldiers going from Marcivan on their road towards Con- 
stmfinople. The passage of this species of troops is not dreaded by 
the country, as they are composed of respectable men, who go to the 
war through a spirit of religion. 

From an eminence on the road we first discovered the rock of Osman^ 
jik, forming a striking point amid the green and lively scenery of the 
plain. Gn this aspect no part of the town of Osma7ijik appears, ex- 
cept a few houses on the skirts of th,e rock. The bridge, indeed, which 
leads out of the place is a conspicuous object in the view. On a nearer 
approach, that which at a distance appeared an immense black mass is 
found to be broken into several detached heights, all of the sanje 
specif of stone, and all originally connected by the art of man jph* 
one impregnable fortress. The walls and turrets, which still coyer 
various surfaces, appear the remains of Saracenic work. Osmqyjik in 
its present state is only a large village ; -the distance from Mardvam is 
reckoned a march of fourteen hours, pie plain around is cul^vat^ 
principally with corn and vines ; it is thickly wooded gnd well 
by the Mzzil Xrmah the ancient Haly,% in its course to the W. <T^ 
river is a deep yellow bordering on the colour of sgnd, .and yery,mp<^ 
troubled, crossed it over a well-built bridge of fourteen arch^, 
the materials of which (still white and fresh) attest that it was p 
structure of the best times of the.Governnient. Four arches on yfie 
left are the earth haying ,iencrpa<3h^ ippop the ph* 

sta.ntially,’jh^t hpp^ .^nd ;gar4ens ippw w^^ere .fliP 
flowed. 

P?he passage of the .through ftfijs ^P^ce ,w^ im^rked iWith 

peculiar acts of .hostility. The , inhabitants, foimd thein§elyes 

outraged by their insolence? actually came (tp blows with^tl^m ; Ub^d? 
when at length the troops , departed, for several days kept .closed the 
wooden gate on their bridge, pntil the spl4iers were completely put of 

their neighhCbl^?^^* , 
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T/e departed from about an hour before sun-set, and 

paced the banks of the Halys as far as our next stage Haji Hamza, 
called eight hours from Omanjik. The scenery of the river appears to 
partake of every quality which can make landscape admirable. Very 
fine lands rise above it; along which, still following the stream in all 
its windings, the road is carried, presenting to the travellers at every 
reach new and striking pictures. Here and there we came to fine 
Collections of walnut-trees ; and then crossed large plantations of rice, 
which, for the facility of irrigation, were situated immediately on the 
borders of the water. At about two hours from Osmanjik we turned 
to the left, and ascended a very steep part of the mountains, on a broad 
paved road, which, as far as the dusk of the evening permitted me to 
observe, seemed good. On reaching the extreme eminence, I perceived 
that we were on the brink of an immense precipice, under which the 
river was winding ; and that we were enclosed on all sides by stupend- 
ous heights. The obscurity and stillness of the night gave a solemnity 
to the scene which I cannot describe. We continued along this 
precipice, viewing the same grandeur of scenery for some time, but in 
perfect security : for we were travelling on a road of a smooth and easy 
surface, and guarded on the side of the danger by a parapet wall. My 
Janizary told me that the road was cut into the vivid rock by the 
He was probably right in the materials, as in the present 
^ hofhing but rock would' have b^n in so good order: perhaps he 
was right also in the founders, to whom he ascribed the original work ; 
but the darkness prevented my forming any judgment of the correct- 
ness of his information. 

We came to Haji Hamza in the dead of the night. The post-house 
is on the banks of the river. There are few other habitations, except 
indeed the fort. We hhd scarcely taken the rest of an hour, when we 
were again on our horses, on the road to Tosia, called a distance of 
hours. We came to Tosia about four hours after sun-rise, after 
ha^l| met several caravans, the mules of which were the finest that I 
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had seen in the country. In fact, the mules of Turkey, and particu- 
larly in this part of it, are much larger and finer limbed than any of 
the sort in Persia. So that the Mirza, when we were travelling toge- 
ther, was on the point of buying several as a present for the King, de- 
claring that His Majesty had none of equal beauty. 

Tosia is a large town situated among beautiful environs on the slope 
of a hill, and presents itself in its whole extent intermixed with several 
handsome ihosques. The post-house is just on the skirts of the 
town. 

We proceeded from Tosia to Coja jEKssar, distant eight hours. On 
leaving Tosia we entered on an amphitheatre of land, rising in gentle 
acclivities all around, cultivated more richly than I can describe. The 
bed of the valley was one layer of corn fields, fenced off by hedges of 
evergreens and fine trees. We then came to large plantations of lice, 
and extensive tracts of vineyards. The road was beautifolly shaded 
on both sides, until we came to a station of guards of the mcsintains, 
where we entered their waste district, and quitted the cultivation. We 
reached Coja Hissar about three hours before sun-set. I went into the 
coffee-house attached to the post-house; and after having eat some 
soup and meat-balls,* I laid myself down to sleep. We had heasd 
that two thousand of the Delhis were encamped in the neighbourhood, 
about two hours distant from the place; and accordingly determined 
to pass them in the night. Little sleep is necessary to the body; when 
I was awakened by my Janizary, just at the dusk of the evening, I 
thought that it wass the grey of the laoming, and that I had* slept 
through the night; and I upbraided him therefore with laziness, for not 
having proceeded as we had agreed the night befcwe. I felt as refii^ited 
with the three hours rest, as if I had slept undisturbed through a whole 
night, although I had taken no sleep since I had left Antada, except 
what had been forced upon me when on my horse. Though sleep will 

. j; J -X ^ 


* “ Ckorbah, soup; Dolmah, meat>balls, in vine leaves." 
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certainly overcome us in defiance of all our elForts, a few minutes suf- 
fice; and when the strongest paroxysm is over, refresh indeed as much 
^ hours in bed. We are seldom aware how little food and how little 
sleep are necessary for health and strength. 

When we left C(^a Hissar the weather portended a storm. Dark 
clouds were gathering over the mountains; and as the night closed^ we 
now and then only got a glimpse of a star. This proved very favour- 
able to us, for we had not rode long before we discovered the numerous 
fires of the De/Aw that illuminated the whole of the country to a consi- 
derable distance. They were encamped on the opposite side of the 
river to that on < which our road lay, so that guarded by the water and 
by the darkness, we passed them without being challenged by a 
single one. 

. On the 13th, about one o’clock in the morning, we reached Carajol, 
a distance of eight hours; and departed again to Car aj alary distant 
four hours. It is remarkable that the country from Carajol is entirely 
destitute of trees; losing, as it were by magic, all that variety of foliage 
which characterkes the preceding region. We were detained at Cara- 
jaifar, from the morning till the evening, by a deficiency of horses. 
Although we gave five piastres for the hire of each, yet it was not till 
we had witnessed a scene of strife and contention amongst the villagers, 
there was some blood shed, that we were supplied. The post- 
hoiise Imd b^ broken upfaiSctoe timfe past and the burthenj, in con- 
sequence fell upon the people, who, in their several turns, furnished the 
travellers with horses at the rate of piastres each; though on every 
emergency there was a similar difficulty to enforce the regular levy in 
succession. As I was waiting for my horses, a deputation from this 
village returned, which had been sent to the Chief of the Delhis for the 
purpose of offering him a certain siim of money, in case he did not re- 
plan there with his troops longer than one night.- The object was at- 
lamed, though I could not leam the amount of the stipulated payment, 
manner the Bey commanding the jDelhis enriches himself during 
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At length, after having collected niy horses from various quarters, I 
departed for GeredSh, distant sixteen hours. At six hours from Cara- 
jalar is a large town called CherJces, situated in a plain, environed by 
some pretty groupes of trees. It is surrounded by a wall, and on enter- 
ing one of the gates, I casually observed on the outside a Greek in- 
scription in good character, carved on a stone which formed the 
lowermost part of the arch. On quitting the place I noticed on the 
road side, at several intervals, shafts of small columns terminated on 


either side by a plinth and tores, and apparently erected as monuments in 
places of burial; for all around were spread other blocks of stone, more 
obviously designed to cover graves. As the night closed we deviated 
from the road to avoid Hamanlee^ the town and fortress of a man 
(Hajee Ahmet Oglu,) who, being a rebel to the Porte, is always in 
arms ; and whose parties (patroling the hills in watch for his safety) 
infest the whole country, and sometimes have not spared travellers. 
Instead, therefore, of ascending the mountain, we turned to the left 
through a valley. There was every appearance of a storm as the night 
fell; and our apprehensions were soon realized. We were overtaken in 
the open country by one of the severest tempests of rain, thunder, and 
lightning, that I ever witnessed. Our horses refused to proceed, and 
turned their backs instinctively to the storm. The whole country was 
lighted by the flashes, which, ceasing at intervals, left us in impenetra- 
ble darkness, I can bear witness in this instance to the excellence of 



English broad cloth, a cloak of which preservjed me from the heaviest 
torrents of rain, whilst my who. had a Turkish cloak made of 

a species of felt, was drenched from head to foot. After the storm had 
expended itself, we proceeded, till we reached the skirts of a village, where 
we fed our horses, and slept for an hour on the wet gi-ass. 14th. . The 
morning broke with unusual splendour, and introduced a most roman- 
tic country to us. We had now ascended to a region, the elevation of 
which was marked very sensibly by the increase of the edd, and by the 
tardiness of vegetation in comparison to that of the plains below. The 
peasantry were here ploughing the ground; and some d^ghtftd 
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patclies of cultivation were interspersed amongst the ranges of pines 
and other forest trees, that covered the summits and enlivened the de- 
clivity of the mountains. 

Geredih is a large town ; at the entrance is a very extensive tannery. 
The shops and coffee-houses of the bazaf's seemed also well peopled by 
a great number of well-looking Turks, sitting down and enjoying them- 
selves with their pipes. We had been taught to apprehend here also 
a second detention for horses, from the great number of Tatars who 
had been passing. One of them indeed had just preceded us ; and had 
feft ua a part of his meal of fri^; eggs and soup. The Tatars look upon 
t^Sflselves as ^eat personages In the road ; and expect proportionate 
attention at the post-houses, which, as I observed, was scarcely ever 
denied to them. The Tatar who accompanied me was so tenacious 
of this consequence of his class, that he always took the best things 
for himself, and treated me as his inferior. Whenever he arrived, a 
soft seat and a cushion were spread for him, and, as he lighted his 
pipe, a dish of coffee was prepared for him ; whilst to me he trans- 
foried w k seat and the second dish. The fact is, indeed, 

that ky* bespoke very little of the master; and I could 

Wldly'wondfr therefore that the Tatar was treated with all the respect 
Tsr^h I might have expected as due to myself. My Hack skin cap 
very r dusty ; my silk trowsers were all tom; my Persian 
soaked with tsan! and^ twisted under the heel; whilst my 
imt and great coat were all in dirt and in rags. As I did not wish 
to travel in my own character, knowing how extravagantly JPrangees 
(and Englishmen in particular) are made to pay, I was well content to 
pasa for. a Persian : and the little notice that was thus taken of one 
looking so miserable, gave m© liberty to walk about and make my obser- 
yatjms at my ease. contrast of our appearance however, 

wy T(dar profited; toveilttg fis a 'gentleman at my expence, whilst I 
" 'i^^ji^ily passed for his attendant . ' . ■ ; , •#:« ■ ^ , , , / ■ 

B Geredih to Mali is*ttwHv©' hoi«?S;^- On quitting Geredik we 
^ ever seen. ■ It was 

' f Jt: ■■ 
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a continual garden of vineyards and corn-fields, shaded by walnut 
and oak trees, growing here to a greater size than any that I had 
hitherto found in the country. At very frequent intervalsi on each 
side of the road, were large collections of . blocks of stone, of different 
shapes, squares, oblongs, and pillars of five or six feet high : several 
with Greek inscriptions upon them. That these spots We#e ancient 
places of burial is more certain, because there are now mixed among 
them many modern tombstones. There are two inscriptions near the 
durand or guard-house : one, on a column on the left of the road ; and 
one, inserted in a wall on the right. I did not care for the chance of 
Aecyphering them to stop the rapid progress of our journey, (for we 
now went generally on a full gallop ;) but on coming up to a vefy 
conspicuous pillar on the side of the road near a fountain, I coirid fitot 
ncjtet the opportunity of copying it, (see plate XXIX.) while Our 
horses were drinking. It was terminated by a cross, which was am 
evidence that the monument had some connection with the primitive 
Christians. I wished much to have taken the other inscriptions ; as, 
in general, they seemed legible ; but I found that any notice of Greek 
was incompatible with the character of a Persian^ and jaiigh| have 
excited a suspicion of my disguise. As we approached tie 
beauty of the country and the richness of cultivation increased. The 
plain, in which the town is situated, is quite a garden ; and was then 
displaying all the lively green of the height of spring, except where thC| 
ripened com broke in upon the general yerdure. The quantity Of 
rain, that had':S(Mtely' Mien, ■ firefhn^s* OH HatUfe ; 

but, even without this ex toordmai^y%ii{iply, there is never any dearth 
of water. BoM, on the side bj which we approached it, is not seen 
until we enter its very streets, US' it is situated behind a hill. It is a' 
large place surrounded^ bym*‘^& indeedi^ritfe only 

defenck * Prom the appearanfce # fe^eetl and bazars the place is 
well peopled,. As i we gallop# ‘into |tbe«town|m! true haste and 

sl^le of cou^s with our making a kin|i.^: 

hideous noise to announce our approach, a company ot furkish 
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made by tbe celebrated Grand Vissier. See TAYEENiEn. 


soldiers, with colours flying (and preceded by a man beating a sort of 
little kettle drum tied to his middle) entered at a very slow and admir- 
ably-contrasted pace. 

We departed from BoU in the evening; and, having quitted its 
delightful plain, begun to wind among mountains, and entered the 
large forest to which Boli gives its name. Through the whole there is 
a fine causeway made by some pious Mussulman*, which is a sufficient 
guide to the traveller if he will only follow it through all its windings. 
The Tatars prefer the side to the road itself ; though the path which 
they thus make for themselves; may be full of water and mud. We 
chose the same, even when it was datk ; for of the two evils, the fatigue 
of wading is less to the homes and mules, than that of scrambling and 
stumbling over the pavement. 

Having rode six hours through the forest we reached a small wooden 
hut, the station of the guards of the mountains. Here we determined 
to wait till morning, as my Tatar told me that the forest grew so much 
thicker as we advanced, that in so dark a night it became dangerous to 
proceed. We unloaded therefore our baggage, and seated ourselves 
among a party of a dozen Turks, the chief of whom, a merry fellow, 
did the honours of his hut very agreeably. He was seated in the 
corner, and his men were strewed around him on the floor. Pistols, 

. ,,^swprds and muskets, and every implement of a soldier, were hung along 
walls. party made some cofiee for us, 
the youngest took down a rude guitar from a peg, and broke the 
stillness of the night by a song, to which he applied the whole force of 
his limgs, and which did not ill express the wild life of himself and his 
companions. I attempted to compose myself to sleep in a corner, but 
the heat of an immense wood-fire had given so much animation and 
linperfrnence to the flea§ ;and",Yermin of the hut, that I was obliged to 

' _ ' 'J'a; 'if' ® 
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take refuge in an open shed on the outside, where I slept very soundly 
till the morning- 

loth. As the morning broke, we proceeded on our journey, and pene- 
trated the deeps of the forest. The road, in some of its windings through 
the rich wood-land, presented some of the most fanciful and picturesque 
landscapes that the imagination of a painter could wish. I remarked 
some of the finest specimens of ash, elm, plane, poplar, larch and 
beech; with, now and then, some oaks larger than any that I had 
ever seen in Asia. This forest, which extends over a vast tract of 
country*, supplies an unceasing source of timber to the arsenals of 
Constantinople. Their mode of felling the tree is susceptible of much 
improvement; for they first burn it towards the root, (by which they 
injure the finest part of the wood) and then apply the axe. In our 
progress we overtook immense spars which were dragged by buffaloes, 
and by slow journies are thus brought to Constantinople. Each end 
is supported on a light carriage of two wheels ; but it requires all the 
prodigious strength of the buffaloe (and no other animal is equal to 
the attempt) to be able to cope with the difficulties which the extreme 
badness of the roads in the rainy season presents. We heard the 
howling of wolves all around us ; and their great numbers are some- 
times fatal to those travellers, who risk themselves at night through the 
wilds of the forest. 

Khandak^ our next stage, twelve miles from Boli, is famed for the 
ferocity and wild freedom of its inhabitants. It is a villa^ situated 
in the very hear# of the for^t, and its first appearance pr^ents all the 
beauty that an intermixture of wood, water, cultivation, and building 
can combine. The low houses, with their shelving roofs nicely tiled, 
at the foot of lofty trees, (with partial opening here and there, where 
murmured a stream of pure water) ; still more enlivened by the most 


* It is called the Jgatch Degnis, or « J|ea of Trees.” Bee its extent in Otter. Top. II» 
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picturesque looking men and women, really formed a landscape which 
a Claude, a Hobbima, or a Ruysdael would have envied. We 
soon discovered however the temper of the inhabitants : all the men 
and even boys of ten years old, wore a brace of pistols, and a large 
knife in their girdles; and displayed countenances more expressive of 
savage hardihood than I recollect to have ever seen. This horde of 
desperadoes is extremely obnoxious to the Porte; but, entrenched in 
their woods, they bid defiance to Jirmans or Capidgi Bushees, Within 
these few years (and the fresh appearance of the houses attests the fact) 
an officer from Constantinople was sent with a large body of men to 
surprise the inhaMtants, and either to destroy them or take them pri- 
soners; but they had notice of the design, and fled into the fastnesses 
of the woods, leaving their homes as the prey of the invaders, who im- 
mediately burnt them to the ground, destroying all the poor creatures 
that happened to fall into their way. No sooner however had the 
troops of the Porte quitted the territory than the natives returned, 
cleared away the smoking rubbish, and rebuilt their houses, as if nothing 
had happened. 

' l6th. We were here oW%ed to pay five piastres a horse to proceed.to 
Sabanja, distant twelve horns* As wo departed from Khandak, the road 
begun gradually to open, and presented to us extensive tracts of cultb 
y^bh.' We came to a long causeway of wood, formed indeed onfy of 
' so.c@ii(|iAeteiy Oufof repair, that wfc passed it 

in many plac« at the hazard of our lives. At its termination (several 
hours from Khandak) there is a wooden bridge of considerable extent, 
but a part of it had fallen ; and we were obliged therefore to ford the 
river over which it is built, and which was broad but not deep w rapid, 
although much rain had lately fallen. We, followed a cart dragged 
by buffaloes across the stream^ and got ia safety over it.' Alter the 
, passage of the river we reached the borders of the beautiful lake of 

es by the most enchanting scenery; 
dying away th the softest tints on the 


d, surrounded on all sid 
its ffistant mountains and waters 
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horizon. We traversed its shores for nearlj three hours, passing lands 
the fine projections and woods of which reflected in the water below the 
most beautiful pictures. 

Sabanja is a place situated in a very thick wood, and notorious 
equally for the impudence and the independance of its inhabitants. 
We were not long detained at the post-house ; and departed for Ismid^ 
hoping to reach it before the close of night, as the road was reported 
unsafe after a certain hour. Although it was too dark to analyse 
the beauties of the plain towards Ismid, yet the general outline of the 
country was sufficiently discernible to impress me with an idea of its 
beauty and magnificence : and something also I gained by the solemn 
and dubious light of evening, as it softened and harmonized the whole 
landscape. 

It was, however, entirely dark when we crossed the long causeway 
that leads into Ismid. The plain was here and there illumined by the 
fires of the caravans that had encamped for the night. We put up at 
the cofiee-house adjacent to the post, and early in the morning departed 
for Gevisa, distant nine hours. Ismid is a lar^ town most delightfiilly 
situated on the declivity of the mountain bordering on the branch of 
the sea, that forms its deep and beautiful gulph. In my rapid progress 
I could just ascertain that the place contained some well-built houses, 
and some in situations that must have commanded fine and extensive 
views of all its scenery. The water is so girt around with high moun- 
tains that it appears a great lake ; but the imagination is soon unde- 
ceived by imiarking the large boats which navigate it, and which I soon 
recognized to be those of Constantinople and the Bosphorus. My anxiety 
to reach the end of my journey was now increased ; and I stopped not 
to examine the antiquities of Ismid.* 

At about four hours firom Jsmid, having in many parts of the road 
paced the shores of the sea, we reached a small village situated on the 


^ The ancient Nicomedia. 





very borders of it. Here were passage-boats to Constantinople, and many 
persons were going. I preferred, however, the surer route, and conti- 
nued with my post-horses to Gevisa, ascending a steep road near an old 
and ruined fortification. 

Gema is a small town with a good mosque and neat minarets nicely 
white-washed. The country around it was little cultivated and less 
wooded, so that it excited in me no other interest than that which its 
vicinity to the capital might give. Yet, in any other circumstances 
than those of my ea^rn^s to reach Constantinople, I should not have 
oteriooked the delight of searching for the tomb of HANSriBAn. I now 
howtevet, made every ha^ to get t& Santafi before dark, but I did not 
succeed, and was obliged to pass the night in a coffee-house on the 
borders of the Bosphorus. 

The next morning, the 18 th July 18 d 9 , I crossed from kad 

took Up my atfode in Bera, haiiag ccMnpleted the journey irom Tehemm 
in two months and ten days, in wMch time I had not once i^ept out of 
tnycfodbes. ^ 
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PB-R-SIAII OPINIONS .OF TURKEY— #IF|1ZA AB.fK -BAISA-M, T^:® 
ENVOY, ENTERTAINED BY MR. ADAlR:, ^NTRODUOTIQN OF THE 
SUITE TO THE MANNERS OR EUROFE-rrrTHEIR ACOOMMODATIONS 
TO OUR USAGES— CONTRASTED WITH THE TURKS — DIFFERENCE 
OF THE NATIONAL CHARACTER — ADVANCES OF PERSIA — ^DE- 
PARTURE TROM TURKEY-*— THE PERSIANS AT SEA — ^CONVERSA- 
TIONS WITH THE envoy: on the dress, beauty, occupations, 

AND EDUCATION OF THE WOMEN OF PERSIA. 

In a shcH* time after my arrival, the .Persian Envoy and his snite 
■ipejoiiidd Die at Comtantmople. ji liie Apfcndcair of th# scenery, jand :the 
great nwelty of cilery , c^i^t i'al>^t tbi^cit^^ not semi toKtiike 

them with the sm^rise tlati I iiad expected. jPew peOfde 9m afwe 
sensible than' tiiey- are to iany ithing, that Is mw m.d extraordkiaFy ; 
stiKlIew moteciuionSRM iia^nisitive. I#conld tter^csce only attribute 
their ‘a^arent indiiere^ce: to tiie downright Jealonty- irihidi they 
entertain of the Turks. Often when (strack irith the beauifes of the 
very fine tr?^ of coiintiy sihichiwe were p^ing) I haveattanpted to 
mak^ithem |oia^ in my ifedin^ of arimration, *they nierely yidded-a 

3 A 2 


364 


CONCLUSION. 


cool assent > always endeavouring to lessen iny ardour by sajnng, 
“ what is the use of such couhtryjrif ht be without order ‘ And they 
Gonsidered almost as a gross national iiisult' any comparison between 
the arid unshaded mountains of Persia, and the splendid foliage and 
rich vegetation of the Turkish dominions. As, however^ they were 
very keenly alive to the beauties of nature, and ehjoyed much 'the 
shade of trees and the refreshing sound of running water ; and as such 
spots recurred constantly during the course of our journey, they could 
not restrain their expressions of delight, though they always added at 
the same time, “ What a pity this charming country is in the hands 
“ of these people ! If we had it, (and God grant we shall) what a 
“ paradise it would be.” ' 

I frequently visited the MrazA An ul Hass an at Scutari. The 
windows of his apartment had a fine view of the great extent of Con- 
stanfinople, the Seraglio point,' the shipping in the harbour, the palaces 
of Ddlmd Bdghehet and part Of ^e Sultan’s fleet, (consisting of two 
three-deckers and five seienty-fodrs, at their anchorage) and all the 
activity spread over the BospJmm by the numerous vessels of all 
descriptions rowing abdut in 'every direction, altogether forming the 
most beautiful picture that ah imagination the most fertile could picture 
to itself; and contrasted in the strongest manner with the misery, 
dulhey,%3d sterility of Tehran and its surrounding scenery. When- 
ever I 'fits’ 'alfehtibh-dilil;! he -■'ieemed-itb' shrihk from the observa- 

tion; and if I talked' of the Turkish fleet, hh said, “ who can look at 
any ships, after he has seen English ships ?” Indeed, he was so 
little disposed to compliment the Turks, that when the Caimakan, 
being desirous to inspire him with a grand idea of the naval force of 
the = Sultany sent" a' i^rHsh o^ conduct him'near the fleet, the 
'|*eilsian replied; * H'l have seen English ships much finer than any 
iMng that you hah short me.” ^ 

V' 'Wet i in cases where’ ho- hatiohal ‘^salouj^ = intervened, whenever 
hds^|hfity%nd kmdnhs8 wa6 she^ thh ‘; Persian, I must do him the 
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justice to add, that he never omitted to make the strongest acknow- 
ledgments of them ; and, I believe, the fullest returns in his power. 
The most trifling attention never appeared, from the general conver- 
sation and temper of him or his people, to be thrown away upon them. 
The Envoy always spoke in raptures of the kindnesses which he 
had received in India, mentioning the names of his friends every 
time with an increased delight, and apparently with an unfeigned 
sincerity, . ’ ; \ . .. .. . ... 

During the Jif2V*a’s residence at he was invited by 

Mr. Adair to an entertainment, given on the occasion, and consisting 
of a dinner under tents at the Buy ukderS meaLdo-^, and a ball and 
supper at night, in a house borrowed for the purpose. The Mirza 
did not seem at all astonished at the introduction, of ladies into the 
society of men, as he had already witnessed our customs in the 
English settlements in India : but his attendants, who had just left the 
very innermost parts of Persia, by one common consent collected them- 
selves together in a comer, and eyed every thing with the most anxious 
astonishment and attention. Their natural loquacity seemed to have 
quite forsaken them, and they sat with their mouths wide open, and 
eyes full-staring, and uttered not a single word. 

When the hour of dancing arrived, the Mirza entered the ball-room, 
escorted by all his servants. There his people were more than ever in 
amaze, particularly when the whole assembly was in motion. Of all 
the dances the Waltz excited the most wonder and perhaps apprehen- 
sion, for one of them quietly asked my servant in Turkish, Pray 
“ does any thing ensue after all this.?’* 

In the national character of the Persian, the most striking difier- 
ence ftom that of the Turk is perhaps the facility with which he 
adopts foreign manners and customs. I remarked t^vo instances 
during our stay at Constantinople : the first occurred one morning when 
I went to visit the Mirza, where one of his servants took off liis cap 
and saluted me by a bow in our fashion : again, at a ball, several of 
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Ms attendants took off their caps and sat bald-headed, from the sup- 
position that it was disrespectful in European company to keep the 
head covered, whilst diej saw every one uncovered. There were 
many other accommodations to ot would never have 

been yielded by a Turk ; such as eating with knives and forks, sitting 
at table, drinking wine, The Mirza himself told me that when 
he was in CalcuitAf he wore leather-breeches and boots. I am sure 
then that if the Persians had possessed as much communication with 
Europeans, as the 'Rjrks have had, they would at this day not only 
have adopted many of our customs, but, with their natural quickness, 
would have liv^led mnn am own arts, and sciences. Unlike tMs 
Turks, they never scruple to acknowledge our superiority, always 
however reserving to .themselves the second place after the English in 
the list of nations : whereas the Turk, too proud, too obstinate, and 
too ignorant to confess his own inferiority, spurns at the introduction 
of any improvement with equal disdain from any nation. 

The great changes that are now making in the military system in 
Pcfsia, particularly by the Prince Eoyal in AderUgiaUt will in a very 
^Kjrt' fime so much influence Ae general character and disposition of 
the people, that they will scarcely be recognizable. Ever since 
their late wars with Russia, and their political connectkans with Europe, 
#ie refect produced has been most striking and a person of excellent 

■filmed, in my hearmg, that' thfe nation a)uld scarcely be considered 
the same. ' 

From Constantinople we went to Smyrna, where we remained ,till we 
Tjuitted Turkey. On the 7th iSeptember lflOf,dhe Mkza and Ms 
tovanlS'wdM?<'oii board.tiie proceed to 

En^hd. -Ihe-pebple^ Smtpins ^theBed in^crowdsfonsee Mnx. The 
^teds'WerC toannedj itmd he iwak honoured wiih a,. salute <of fifteen 
*wiSch'd(aB 'scon' ^ it ^wss wet) Mm no little 
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He soon accommodated Mmself to the manner of a ship, sleeping 
in a cot, and eating with a knife and fork. He did not miss a single 
opportunity of informing himself on every thing which be saw on 
board; and whatever he learned, he carefully noted in a book. 
His attendants seldom complained, except sometimes of the badness 
of the w’^ater, the hardness of the biscuit, and the want of fruit, I 
w'as struck with their natural ignorance of relative distance; they 
had been ever accustomed to calculate distance by menzils or day’s 
Jonrnies; and they were surprised to find it impossible to continue 
such reckoning. A world of water seemed to tliem incomprehensible; 
and one of them gravely said to me— “This is quite extraordinary: 
this country of your’s is nothing but water!” 

The Persians were particularly astonished, that wotnen and little 
boys wi^nt to sea. The seeing some women t on board ttie 

Success, exclaimed, Is it- possible! if I were to tell our women in 
“ Persia that there were women in ships, they would never brieve 
“ me. To go from cme town to another is considered a great unier- 
taking amongst them; but here your women go from one end of 
the world to the other, and think notliing of it. If it were eydn 
known in my family that I was now ia a daip and on the great 
“ seas, there would be nothing but wailings and lamentations frean 
** morning to night.” 

Among tlie many things which struck the Persians as exteaordmaTy 
oil board die ship, was the business of signals. Tif^ey ktoked ve?y 
much mc^ittbd *t© bdieve, diat i was toHing t&ia untatths,* i 
that at two fmmngB distance they mi^ aii day q»esd<w 3 &oia 
another ^hip, and reedhre am^innba^iiate that wfeen we 

eltould ‘reach Mngiand,';duranravM iro he known In Lemdon ffl ten 
tftby nfekj* ahdt-eveFy/’m'ecessaryitlndrar -netiamed, before; we 'eoukl' .get 
out of the ship. All these things tins' Mirza icaareftdly noted down in 
his b<fofei,owcf eKdabningj '^ iGied igramt .that laM isiwh ihwgs may take 
^ iplade fof nay'dCiHatry 400 '■* '■•i.-'r; . 
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When we arrived at Malta we were not permitted to land on ac- 
count of the quarantine; a very mortifying prohibition to the Per- 
sians, who had no greater wish than to set foot once again on shore. 
I could make the Envoy indeed comprehend the nature of quarantine 
laws; but his people were not so tractable, and frequently sug- 
gested their fears to him, that he might not be allowed to laud 
even in England. He spoke seriously to me: — “It is well that I 
“ have already seen your countrymen, and know many of their 
“ regulations; for, if any other Persian had been in my place he 
“ would have required instantly to return back to his own coun- 
“ try.” They were much dehghted with the exterior of Malta; 
and particularly with the quantity of shipping in the port. On 
the left of the harbour, there is a very fine building begun by 
BuoNAPAETf, intended as a hospital. They seemed mightily as- 
tonished that so superb a building should be the habitation of 
the sick. 

Those, indeed, who have been accustomed to live under an arbi- 
trary government, and to see acts of despotism committed every 
day, look with contempt, rather than with admiration, upon the 
establishments of a free and liberal government; and ridicule objects 
by which the promoter apparently and directly gains nothing. 

We talked of female dress. I asked the Envoy what effect the visit 
of an Eurbj^n woman dressed in heir own way would * produce in 
Persia. He replied, that “if the King were to see her. He would 
“ probably order all his Harem to adopt the costume, and that every 
“ other man would follow his example, and enforce a fashion, which 
“ is not only so much more beautiful, but so much less expensive than 
“ their own. Their women are clothed in brocade and gold cloth, 
“ which is soon spoilt ; * or at least which is always cast off, whenever 
“ they hear that a new cargo arrives from Russia.” 

1 asked him if he had ^n any handsome women in, Constantinople: 
he replied, that he had seen none so beautifid as those of Persia^ 
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*• Tliej were fair indeed, but thej wanted that carimtioii on their cheeks, 
“ which is called the mmiuck or salt of beauty j and ’vrhich is the se- 
‘‘ cond requisite of female perfection. The first is lai’ge black eyes with 
“ brows very much arched.” A tame antelope was then playing about 
the cabin close to me, wdien the Mirza said, “ Do your poets ever use 
“ the simile so constantly applied by ours, ‘ eyes like the stag?’ The 
“ frequency of that image will prove the value which we attach to the 
“object.” 

I desired him to tell me the principal occupations of the women in 
the Harem. He complied: “They sew, embroider, and spin: they 
“ make their own clothes; and my . wife even used to make mine: 
“ besides that, they superintend all the domestic concerns of the 
“ house ; they keep an account of the daily expences; distribute pro- 
“ visions to the servants ; pay their wages ; settle all disputes between 
“ them ; manage the concerns of the stable ; see that the horses 
“ have their corn ; and, in short, have the care of all the disbursements 
“ of the house. The King’s mother had more business than can be 
“ described. She had the controul of all her son’s Harem, which 
“ might consist altogether of more than a thousand women : and you 
“ may well conceive the trouble which they could give.” When I 
suggested the difficulty of a woman transacting so many occupations, 
without seeing any other man than her husband, and asked how she 
could settle any business but that of the Harem itself ? and how she 
could succeed even in that without seeing the men servants? He 
replied, that “ in the households of Persia there is always an officer 
“ called a Nazir, with whom the wife daily arranges all that relates to 
“ the male part of the establishment, to whom she pays the wages of 
“ the others ; and who is accountable to her.” As a necessary prepa* 
ration for the duties which thus devolve upon them, the women of 
Persia learn to read and write: as children they are sent to school 
with the boys, and when too old to be permitted to go unveiled, 
their education is finished at home by female Mollahs, who attend them 
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for the purpose. They do not, however, like European women^ 
leam music and dancing : these arts are taught to slaves onlj’-, 
who practise tibem for the amusement of their owners ; and the 
wives never sing or dance, except perhaps at the wedding of a brother 
or sister. 

The King has this right over all the women of his realm, that, 
they must appear unveiled before him. 



THE ARAB PIRATES. 

44.] 

The Arabs in every age, have been alike distinguished for a spirit of 
commerce and of plunder : and were early and great navigators, both 
as merchants and as pirates. In the time of Mahomed there existed 
a predatory tribe, wliose chief is described in the ifora?!, according to 
Ebn Haukal,* as “ the King, who forcibl}'" seized every sound ship." 
This empire is said to have been foimded prior to the time of Moses ; 
and if the continuance of the same occupations on the spot be a proof 
of the identity of the people, it may be traced to the Arabs of the 
present day. 

The Portuguese power was often violated by these pirates and in 
the same age the English interests in the East were so much endangered 
by them, that one of the Agents in Persia (who had all indeed succes- 
sively made representations on the necessity of sending an armed force 
to destroy them) declared, that “ they were likely to become as great 
“ plagues in India, as the Algerines were in Europe."|: Some of these 
ships had from thirty to fifty guns and one of their fleets, consisting 
of five ships, carried between them one thousand five hundred men.}| 


* Sir Wieliam Ovsebey’s Ebn Havkal, p. 12. p. 95. 
f Stevens’s Faria y Sotisa, vol. iii. p. 30, &c. 
t Bruce’s Annals of the East India Company, vol. iii. p. 198. 
k and I Bruce, iii. 619. 169. In 1715 the Muscat fleet constated of one ship ofseventy- 
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Witliin the last few years, their attacks have been almost indiscriminate ; 
nor had they learnt to respect even the English colours, as the instance 
in the text, ' and the subsequent capture of the Minerva, Captain 
Hopgood, proved too well. The British government however, know- 
ing the intimate connection of these pirates on the coast with the 
Wahabee,* proceeded in the suppression of the evil with cautious judg- 
ment; and when, by the extension of these outrages to themselves, 
they were driven to vindicate the honour of their flag, and to extirpate 
their enemies, they regarded all the ports, which had not actually in- 
cluded the British within their depredations, as still neutral ; and 
endeavoured to confine their warfare to reprisals, for specific acts of 
violence, rather than to commit themselves generally against the 
Wahabees, by extending the attack to those of that alliance who, 
amid all their piracies, had yet not violated the commerce of 
England. 

We might indeed thus separate the Joassmee tribe from the Wahabee, 
for we had already, in a formal treaty, recognised them as an inde- 
pendant power ; though perhaps for all other purposes, they might be 
considered as identified. The strength however of the Joasmees alone 
was very considerable. The ports in their possession contained, ac- 


■fottr gmts, of ’ totWs t)f fifty, and eig^rteen fioiti thirty-two to twelve guns ; besides 

smaller, &c. Captain Hamilton, East Indies, i. p. 76. Modern Universal History 
vi.46. 

* The first mention of the Wahabees, is in Niebuhr, Description de I’Arabie, p. 17, 
p. §96 — 302 : and Gibbon first noticed the singular co-incidence, that they sprung from 
the same province, Nedsjed, in which Moseilama the great contemporary adversary of 
Mahomed, had propagated his faith, vol. v. p. 277. It may be added, that the CarwM- 
tMans, who triumphed over the Mahomedans, like the WahcAees of the present day, and 
like them took Mecca, (and plundered it indeed much more efiectually than their succes- 
sors are said to have done) in the same manner took possession first of the provinces on 
the Persian Gulph. See Gibbon, v. 449. Sale’s Koran, p. 184.. ITOhsson, TaWeaji; 
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cording to a well-authenticated calculation, in the middle of the year 
1809, sixty-three large vessels, and eight hundred and ten of smaller 
sizes ; together manned by near nineteen thousand men. This force 
was increasing ; the pirates, in a fleet of fifty-five ships, of various sizes, 
containing altogether five thousand men, had, after a fight of two days, 
taken the Minerva, and murdered almost all the crew ; in the next 
month a fleet of seventy sail of vessels, (navigated severally by num- 
bers rising from eighty to one hundred and fifty and two hundred 
men) were cruizing about the Gulph and threatening BwsMre .* and 
the chief of Ras al Khyma (the Roselkeim* of ihe text, p. 44,) whose 
harbour was almost the exclusive resort of the larger vessels, had 
dared to demand a tribute from the British government, that their 
ships might navigate the Persian Gulph in safety. Our forbearance 
was now exhausted, and an expedition was sent from Bombay, under 
Captain Wainwright, and Lieutenant-Colonel Smith, of His 
Majesty's sea and land forces, to attack the pirates in their ports. 
The first object was Bas al Khyma. The armament, after a short 
siege, carried the place by storm, destroyed all the naval equipments, 
and sparing the smaller vessels, burnt the fifty large ships which the 
harbour contained. They proceeded to the ports of the Arab pirates 
on the Persian coast, and completed the destruction of all their means 
of annoyance. They then attacked Shinass, one of their harbours on 
the Indian ocean. The defence of this place w'as most heroical ; and 
was conducted indeed for the Joamees, as was subsequently tearnt, by 
a favourite and confidential general of Saood Ibn Abdoob TJzzeer, 
the chief of the Wahahees. When on the third day of the siege, the 
few survivors were called upon to surrender, they replied, that they 
preferred death to submission ; and when the towers were falling round 


* It is not clear that Egmaun is rightly placed in the text, p. 44. Our late expedition 
has furnished us vsdth a knowledge of the Persian Gulph, which will rectify many import- 
ant errors. The coast from Khor Hman is said to have been laid down forty -eight mhes 
too mach to the south. 
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them, thej returned upon their assailants the hand-grenades and fire- 
balls before they could burst. Twice Lieutenant-Colonel Smith 
ceased firing, to endeavour to spare the unavailing effusion of their 
blood ; till at length, when they were assured of being protected from 
the fury of the troops of our ally the Imaum of Muscat ^ which had 
co-operated with us, they surrendered to the English. 

The expedition then scoured all the coast a second time, to destroy 
any fragments of that pirate power, against which it was directed ; 
and extirpated in every quarter all the means of annoyance which the 
Joassmees possessed. There was indeed another force of another tribe, 
which might eventually grow up into a formidable enemy ; but this was 
distinctly under the protection of the Wahahee, who had invested its 
chief with the title of Sheik al Behr, or “ Lord of the Sea f and till 
it marked its hostility to us by joining in the attacks upon our com- 
merce, it was judged expedient not to confound it in one indiscrimi- 
nate warfare; but rather to open a communi cation with this particular 
chief, and through him to the Wahahee himself, advising the one to 
proliibit the piracies of his dependants, and requiring the other to 
respect the flag of England. In answer the Wahahee observed, “ The 
“ cause of the hostilities carrying on between me and the members of 
“ the faith, is their having turned away from the Book of the Creator, 
“and refused to submit to their own prophet Mahomed. It is not 
“ therefore those of another sect, against whom I wage war, nor do I 
“ interfere in their hostile operations, nor assist them against any one; 
“ ivhilst under the power of the Almighty, I have risen sinierior to 
“ all my enemies.” * * * « Under these circumstances, I have 
“ deemed it necessary to advise you that I shall not approach your 
“ shores, and have interdicted the followers of the Mahomedan faith 
“and their vessels, from offering any molestation to your vessels: 
“ any of your merchants therefore, who may appear in, or wish to 
“ come to my ports, will be in security ; and any person On my part 
“ Who may repair to yon, ought in like manner to be in safety.” * * 

“ Be not therefore elated with the conflagration of a few vessels, for 
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®‘ they are of no estimation in my opinion, in that of their owners, or 
of their country. In truth then war is bitten and a fool only 
“ engages in it, as a poet has said." 

The want of timber has always been felt so much by the people of 
the two Gulphs, and of the Western coast of the Indian ocean, that a 
check on their supplies from the Malabar coast, which Brigadier- 
General Malcolm very seasonably suggested, will probably keep 
down the future growth of the pirate power. The fleet of the Soldan 
of Egypt, which was destined to relieve Diu, was formed of Dalma- 
tian timber, transported overland to the arsenals of and even 

some of the houses at SirafF, on the Gulph of Persia,-!- were formed 
of European wood. In the seventeenth century, the Arabs of Muscatf 
who subsequently formed connections on the Malabar coast to procure 
timber, obtained permission from the King of Pegu to build ships in 
the ports of his country .:!: If therefore the importation of foreign wood 
were cut off, the Arabs could hardly, without extreme difficulty, mam- 
tain a naval force. 


SHAPOUR. 

[p.86.] 

The city of Shiqwur derived its name from the monarch who 
founded it,§ Sapor, the son of Abtaxeexes, and the second Prince 
of the Sassanian family. In his reign it was probably one of the 
capitals of Persia ; and for some ages continued to be the chief city 
of that district of Persis Pfoper, which was connected with his name. 


* Fasia y SovsAf Asia Portuguesa^hy Stevens, vol. i. p. 135. 
t See Renaubot’^s “ Anciens Relations.” 
f Bruce’s Annals of the East India Conipanj, vol. iii. p. 649. 

I Ebn Haukae, p. 82. 
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the Koureh Shapmr of Ebu Haukal.* * * § The great proviEce in whicli 
it was included, had been particularly favoured by Cvnus, and his 
dynasty : it was their native seat, and contained their palaces, their 
treasures and their tombs. When their empire was overthrown, this 
portion was still administered by a race of native princes,"!' who, after 
an interval of five hundred years, revived their pretensions to the throne 
of Gyrus, and re-established in their ancient seats, the religion and 
the empire of the Caianian Kings. The Princes of the house of Sassaiii 
who thus came forth from it as from the cradle of their strength, re- 
garded it as the original and favourite appanage of their crown ; and 
marked their peculiar connection with it by imposing their names on 
its fiaur districts, § a division which, amid all the revolutions of their 
dominions, is even yet recognized. || Here, therefore, the revival of 
the worship of fire, the great object of their dynasty, was established 
more generally and more permanently, than in other parts of their 
monarchy ; for in the tenth century, when the Mahomedans had been 
three hundred years in possession of Persia, “ no town or district of 
“ JFhrs was without a fire-temple f’f and the division of Shapourin 
particular, contained two at least of the four temples which Ebn 
Haukal has particularised in the province.** 

In this district accordingly, which was connected with the house of 


* Ebn Havkab, p. 89. The Sahara of Gotivs ad Alfuaganium, quoted hy 
Finceht; iVeorcftifs, 2d edition, p. 329. 

+ Stkabo, lib. XV. p. 708. In Db Sact, “ Memoires sur diverses Antiquites de la 
« Perse,” 1793, p. 34. 

I Anct. Univ. Hist, xi, 66. Aktaxerxes demanded from the Romans the cession of 
al the provinces which Cyrus had possessed; but Sapor II. his descendant and suc- 
cessor, advanced still higher pretensions, and claimed all the country to the river Str^on, 
in Macedonia, the original boundary of Darius Hystaspes. 

§ Compare however the division of Ebn Haukal, p. 82. 

II Niebuhr says otherwise, tom. ii. p. 166; but Sir Harford Jokes, who had better 
opportunities of ascertaining the feet, asserts it. Vincbkt, p. 329, p. 485. 

f Ebn Haukal, p. 85. 

_ ** Ebn Hav^^ , . . L:. : , , , . 
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Crnvs and of Sassan by so many ties, and in Susiana, which was 
alike the favourite of both dynasties, we may expect to find the most 
splendid remains of their greatness. Both provinces have been ex- 
plored Very imperfectly, as traveUers have been confined to the regular 
road ; and no European has enjoyed those opportunities of observa- 
tion and enquiry, which a residence in the country alone can give. 
Persepolis itself might probably have been unknown, if it had not been 
passed in the line from SMmz to Ispahan ; but the ruins of Pasagardce* * * § 
of t)arah^hefd,'f and of in Pars; as well as those Of Sksa, Of 

AhwaM, and of Shmster, in Khnzistan, are almost unknown. The 
whole of the plain of Merdasht, the hollow Persis of the ancients, as 
well as the part more inuttediately surrounding Persepolis, contained, 
as CHARDlSf believed, a continued Succession of ruins j **Je soub- 
haiterois que quelque habile curieUX alMt passer un et4: a Persepolis, 
“h la decouverte de toutes les ntines de Cette fameuse vilie. Le^ 
“ gens du pays assurent que ces ruines s^’etendent a plus de dix lieiies ^ 
«laronde."§ 

ShOpour itself is an instance of the very limited knowledge of Persia 
which we possess, beyond the immediate line of a common route. It 
is situated only a very few miles from the road, yet it has been passed 
by every traveller fromTAVERisrrEB and Thevestot, down to Scott 
Wariiig, without a suspicion Of its present existence. It certainly 
retained a share at least, of its political importance after the fall of 
the house of Sassaist. It contained a mosque as well as a fife-temple, 
in the time of Ebakt Haukal;!! and probably like other gre^t cities 


* Fasa. See the text, p. 233. Pietko delea Valee, tom. iii. 333. 

t Darahgherd. See Ebn Haukal, p. 94, p. 133-4. Pietko deela Valeb, tom. 
ui.S36,571. TAVARNiER,i.S95. . ; 

J Jawr or Fintzahad. See the text, p. 234. Ebn Hattkae, p. iOl. See Otter, i. 
191. Scott Waring was there, p. 106, but passed it with a ¥eiy slight notice. 

§ Chardin, ii. p. 167. Le Brun was at Persepolis for three months ; but he seeing 
to have confined himself principally to the mins of the palade. 

I Ebn Hadk,a£, p, 90, p. 93. 

Sc 
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of the East, suffered less from the first violence of the Arabian invasion^ 
than from the successive wars of native dynasties, and from the 
gradual decay to which the declining population and exhausted wealth 
of the empire consigned all the works of their former greatness. Still 
/SAapowr appears to have survived these causes of desolation, and .to 
have deserved a place among the cities of Asia, at the end of the six- 
teenth century, for it occurs in a table of latitudes and longitudes in 
the Ayeen Acbaree.* From that time nothing more is known of it: 
its position indeed is marked in a map. of the year 1672 j-f' and its 
name, on the authority of Oriental geographers, is repeated by D’An- 
viLLB as the capital of the district. But no European traveller had 
described its actual state, or alluded to its history ; and the first account 
of those sculptures, which yet render it an object of interest, was con- 
veyed to us in a short note, added by Sir Harford Jones from his 
own observations, to the second edition of Dr. Vincent's NearchuSt 
p. 391. 

The Eastern monarchs have often commemorated the great exploits 
of their reigns by the foundations of cities. Cyrus is thus said to 
have built Fasagarda, to celebrate his overthrow of the Median em- 
pire ; and Artaxerxes, on the spot where he had defeated Arta- 
EANus, the last King of the Parthians, raised the city of Jawr.X 
Succeeding princes of his house, as Baharam| and Shapour 
D’Hulactaf,|1 severally raised Kermanshah and CasDin, to immor- 
talize particular acts of their history. It is probable therefore that 
Shapour the first, who is described by the Orientals as the founder of 
great cities,f and acknowledged by all to have built Shapour, imposed 


♦ 86® 55 ' long. SO®, lat. Vol. iii. p. 53. 

f “ Sckabur,” in a map of Persia in. Bung’s Cluverius,. 167^ p.547, 

' t Ebn Haukal, p. 101. 

i De Sacy, p. 238 - 9 ' 

■ j Ancient Universal Histoiy, xi. 159. ‘ 

I MiEKnoND in Be Sacy, p. 289, See tlie Ancient tlniy. Hist. p. 151. voh xi. 
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Ms own name upon that which he destined to record the most brilliant 
of his successes : and that the city Shapour accordingly, w^as the 
memorial of the defeat, captivity, and servitude of the Emperof 
VALERIAIir. 

The architect of such a work would naturally select his ornaments 
from the subject in which his plan originated ; and the sculptures at 
5'AapoMr might therefore be supposed to contain some prominent aUu- 
sions to the Roman war. The triumphs of that war are almost unre- 
membered in the history or the traditions of the Orientals ; and the 
only records of the victories of Sapor, which are left in Persia, are the 
sculptures on the rocks of Shapour and Nakshi Rustam: and though, 
like every other work, of which nothing is known, they are referred by 
the modern Persians to the fabulous exploits of Rustam the Her- 
cules of their country, the internal evidence of their design is suffi- 
cient to appropriate them to their real and historical objects. 

That in fact the triumphs of the house of S ass a iv, are represented 
both at Shapour and. at Nakshi Rustam^ can hardly be contested. 
That in one of the sculptures, the royal figure on horseback is Sapor 
himself, and that the Roman suppliant before him is the Emperor 
Valerian, is probable almost from the first view of the delineations ; 
is strengthened by the history of the spot where they are founds 
and is confirmed by the identity of the principal figure here, with 
one bearing an inscription in the name of Sapor,* at Nakshi 
Rustam, 

Such a subject would naturally be suggested to the artists of Sapor, 
and while the Roman chariot and standard among the fragments, 
and the Roman dress of the suppliant alike mark in the sculpture the 
humiliation of Valerian, the Sassanian costume of the Prince on 


* The figures are the same, not in detail, but in general circumstance. Both are en- 
graved in this volume, plates x. xx. See the explanation of the inscription taken from 
ifiEBVHE, tom. ii. pi. xxvii. De Sacx, p. 31, &C4 see also p. 69. 
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horseback, the double diadem, and the very expression of his face* 
(which, is that of the medals ascribed to Sapor by De Sac y,*) concur 
in the designation, and supply the figure of the conqueror. 

It may appear scarcely necessary to have added one line of explana- 
tion, as the internal evidence of the sculpture itself may seem to fix 
its history. But De SACY-f" has considered all the subjects at Nakshi 
Must am, and consequently their duplicates at Shapour, as representing 
one subject only, the conquest of the Parthians by Artaxerxes : and 
on this theory he has regarded the suppliant as Artabakus, the last 
l^ing of tjhe Parthians, and the victor as Artaxerxes, It is due to* 
snch a?iiwas 3 -acy, to differ from him with hesitg-tion, and to 
state tho. grounds of difference folly. The engravings of Cbardiit, 
Le Brow, and Niebuhr, which alone were before De Sacy, are so 
entirely unworthy of the originals, that the conclusion to which he 
was led was ahnost unavoidable ; but if he, who has done so much 
with imperfect materials, had enjoyed the opportunity of examining the 
fqll and characteristic distinctions preserved in Mr. Morier's Sketches, 
he would have separated the subjects of the sculptures, into those 
which CQmmemorate the Parthian victories of Artaxerxes, and 
those winch were similarly destined tp immortalise the Roman triumphs 
of Sapor. 

The Plante, No. X. may be assumed then to represent Sapor in the 
act o§ receiving the submi^ipn of Yalerian ; and that marked 
No. XIX. to display him in his triumphal splendour. The fragments. 
No, XII. contain some of his Roman spoils ; and the head to wljicli 



» De Sacy indeed, in the suite to Ms “ Memoire sur les Medailles des Sassanides,” 
p. 203rl0, assigns all the medals on Plate VI. to Sapor II. and those on Plate VIIL to 
Sapor III. but the resemblance is so strong, (particularly in No. 3. of Plate VI.) between 
the figure on the coin, and that in the sculpture No. X. that the identity can hardly he 
doubted; and that the figure in the sculpture is Sapor I. may be inferred from the in- 
sei^tion at I'fakshi Rtistum, as well as feom the general history. 

“ Si-l’on compare tous ces bas-reliefe, on seraporte a conjecturer qu’ils ne doivent 
avoir tons qu’un mSme objei.’^ De Sacy-, p. 66 $ see p. 69. 
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the text alludes, page 89, in describing the hall of audience of a gr^fc 
King, is possibly that of Chosroes, King of Armenia,* who was 
murdered by Sapor, after an unavailing war of thirty years; and 
whose fall therefore may be commemorated as an object of importance 
in the series of the exploits of Sapor. 

The Plates No. XV.-f- and No. XIX. though probably from the 
works of the same sculptor as the last, record the events of an earlier 
date; and delineate in ditferent views the contest for the crown of 
Persia, which was waged between the last of the Parthian monarchs 
and Artaxerxes, the founder of the house of Sassast. Of this 
history, as it is connected with the sculptures at Shapour and MaksM 
Rustam^ it is sufficient to observe that, according to an inscription on 
the spot, explained and confirmed by De SAeY,.| Artaxerxes was 
the son of Babec, the Satrap, or perhaps the hereditary Prince of 
Persis Proper, under the empire of the Arsacbs. — -Artaxerxes was 
the grandson of SASSAisr ;§ from whom, rather than from himself, his 
dynasty, like that of the from the grandfrther of their 

founder, II has been denominated. Others on the contrary, as the 
Luhb al Tarikh in De SACY,f and the authorities on which Sir Wm. 
Jones relied,** assmne Sassan a shepherd, to be his frther by the 
daughter of Babec : and others again expand the whole genealogy 
into romance. ‘i"t VAixtANTfl: lavishes on Artaxerxes and his 
birth, all the bitterness of reproach; “ infimm sortis vir, sordidissimo 
“ loco natus, sceleratus, injustissimus." So regularly however has 


* Gibbon, i. SS6, 4to. 

+ A fec-simile at NaMz Rustam, p . 125-6, of that subject already noticed at SAffjpoMr. 

I P. 30, &c. 

§ De Sacy, p. 167. Ancient Universal History, xi. p. 146. 

II Gibbon, vol. v. p. 654. Modern Univ. Hist. iv. p. 79. 
f P. 32. See the Ancient Universal History, vol. xi. 

** History of Persia : Wcwrifcs, vol. v. p. 600. 
n De Sacy, p. 32-3 
If Vaillant, pref. p. vii. 389. 
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this reproach followed success, that half the Eastern conquerors, as 
the Bouide sultans, thehouse of Togrul Shah, Genghiz, Timur, the 
Otkman race, &e. have in their turns been represented as springing 
from the lowest origin ; and a story, almost the same indeed as that 
attached to the birth of Cyrus, has been recorded of Art axerxes, 
and forms a new point of resemblance in their history.* 

That, however, the father of Sapor was not a man of very obscure 
descent, may be inferred from the silence of Moses of Chorona, who in 
the ninth or tenth century appears as the partizan of the Arsacides ; 
as well as from the ‘positive assertion in the inscription-f- at 
Rustam, that he was the son of a king ; an assertion which might have 
been safely made in his name in a distant age, but which would 
hardly have been hazarded by himself in a public and triumphal 
record, if its fallacy had been familiar to all his contemporaries. 

He assumed also in his own name, and that of his father, the divinity 
which had been attached to their Kings by the ancient Persians, and 
which was continued by the Parthian monarchs. The royalty how- 
ever claimed by Artaxerxes in the inscription, was certainly 
limited to his own native Persis, which in fact was always included in 
the dominions of the Parthian Kings ; though the immediate rule may 
have been resigned to a descendant of the Caianian family. The pro- 
vinces of the monarchy were administered by eighteen Satraps, to 
whom the Parthian Kings, like the Moguls, had gradually resigned 
almost all the power of the empire ; and who, to justify in their nomi- 
* naJ superior, the title of the King of Kings, severally assumed the regal 
dignity themselves ; as in the polity of modern Persia, according* to 
Niebuhr, $ inferior officers are called Khans and Sidtans, titles of 


* Mibkhond in Db Sacy, p. 275. Ancient Universal History, xi. 146. 

+ DeSacy, p. so, &c. vjos iraTraxeu |3«(nAfws. See MosES of CHOBONjE, quoted 
in'HB;SAeY’,'p.l68.'- 

t Niebvhe, ii. p. 83. ; 
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Majesty in other countries, to exalt the predominant power of their 
universal ruler, the 

Abtaxerxes, like many other founders of Eastern dynasties 
Genghiz,* * * § ' TiMUEj-f Nadir Shah,$ might ground his rebellion 
on the plausible pretext of the ingratitude of his sovereign ; but while 
he supplanted the Arsacides in the empire, he recognised their 
superior interest in the affections of the people; and assumed their 
epoch, their language, and their name ;§ that his subjects might regard 
themselves rather as transferred to a different heir, than as subjugated 
to a new and unconnected race of conquerors* He accordingly styles 
himself Arsaces, in the coin preserved by Vaielant, and destined 
probably for the Western and Mesopotamian provinces : and Sapor 
continued the designation, though in the coins circulated in the 
Eastern Persia, which Db Sac y|1 has decyphered, both Princes con- 
firm to the corresponding genius of the country, relinquish the Greek 
and restore the native language, revive the symbols of the worship of 
fire, and connect themselves there also widi the original prejudices of 
the people. 

Possibly the title thus adopted by the first Princes of the Sassa- 
NiDES, was retained even to the middle of the fourth century; for 
Ammianus Maecelehstus describes the family on the throne of 
Persia as Arsacides ;f an assertion which Gibbon seems to contra- 
dict as very careless and inaccurate, but which may perhaps be 
reconciled with the truth of history, by supposing, that even when the 
ancient line of the Parthian Kings had ceased to reign for more than 
one hundred years,- the house of Sassan retained their title of 


* Petit de la Croix, p. 37. 

t Institutes, p. 25, 27. # 

f Frazer’s Life, p. 81. of Artaxebxes, see Gibbon, vol.i. p. 201, 4to. 

§ Vaiblant. 

I De Sact, Memoire sur les Medailles des Sassanides, p.. 166. 
i In Gibbon, voL i. p. 238^ 
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Aksaces, which still fayoured the national pride of a great part of 
their people, and which was connected so long and so gloriously with 
the general history of the empire. 

All the details of these sculptures confirm their history, but it is 
scarcely necessary to do more than allude to them. The lion held by a 
chain in one of the scen^ at Shapour^ may be emblematical of a con- 
quered nation ; or perhaps the literal historical representation of a 
real auxiliary in the warfere of the Parthians i* 

\ i i , Et validos Parthi jaraa ee misere liones, 

j “, Cuiaductorib«8armti^<i»visqueinagi8tris.” 

Baissoirins however adds to this quotation the question, “ Sed 
“ quis veritatem i poeta ut ab historico exigit Notwithstanding 
however the incredulity thus implied, and the ridicule of Lucia sr, 
who describes the Parthians as using dragons for the same purpose 
it is possible that this sculpture may be admitted as evidence of 
the fact. : ‘ 

dress of the royal characters may be similarly illustrated ; the 
turreted tiara of Aetaban us, is perhaps the mv^yuiTov d^cribed 
by SteaboI ; the tiara of Aetaxeexes, which extends over the 
daeefos, is thussmentioncd by^ Juveuab^I and thus represented in the 
medals of ajj t . ■ and i I)E"^ Saoyv ■ ■ The exuberant hair of ‘‘Safo e 

is likewise fui historicsal fact : fit triiS *#deM the costfiine of the house 
of Aesaces as well as of Sapob. This might be learnt from their 
coins, but it is more familiar trom the allusion of Vespasian, when he 


* Luceetitjs, Kb. v. These references are taken feoin Bemkokivs, “ D« Regie 
« PeMrum Apparata.” Edit. LederKni, 1710. ‘ 

t Bbissonius, p. 732. ■; >; ; v.. . 

J Eccian, in B bissonids. - ,, 4 ■ ■ • 

k Strabo, lib. xv. ■ ■■ ' ; ■ . ,it. ■ ' ' '■■■' ’ 

II JoVRSAI-, Sat. vi. |«1 *'• ^.4 l>:-. •, : 
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replied that the comet was not ominous to him, but regarded rather 
the King of the Persians, “ cui capillus effusior”* * * § ** ' 

The diadem of Persia was distinct from the tiara, and was itself 
“ quod omnibus notum non est,” said Brissonius, p. 68, “ niliil aliud 
“ quam Candida fascia, qua Regum frons precingebatur." This he 
proves from Lucian ; but more decisively by the story of Favorinus, 
who, when Pompey bound his leg up with a fillet, said, “ it mattered 
“ not on which part of the body he bore the diadem.” Many of the. 
royal customs of ancient Persia are still observed in Abyssinia, as 
Bruce has collected them ; and the fillet is still worn as the diadem. 
The ring then to which the text alludes, and which is described as such 
by Niebuhr, is certainly as De Sacy observed,! the diadem of 
the disputed empire. In the coins of the Arsacides, this diadem,-!' 
with flowing redimicula, recurs frequently as presented to the 
sovereign by the genius of a city, jj a P alias, % or a Victoriola 
and in the Greek coins wliich the two first Princes of the Sassanibes 
struck for their Mesopotamian provinces, the same diadem is offered 
to them.-f-f* It is probable therefore that the object extended over 
Sapor, by the figure in the air, is the same wreath or diadem, which in 
his coins he is receiving; a Grecian image, which was perhaps 
adopted by the Parthian monarchs from the Seleucidae, whom 
they succeeded, and descended through the Arsacidae to Artax- 
ERXES and his son. 

This image is therefore not sufficient to assign the work to Grecian 
hands : the classical merit however of the whole sculptures renders it 


* Suetonius, in Beissonius, p. 83. 

+ Beocb, vol. iii. p. 267, 276. 

f Niebuhe, tom. u. p. 98-134. Persepolis and Nakski Rustam, &c. 

§ De Sacy, p. 67. 

g Vailuant, “ Arsacidarum Imperium,” p. 364, p. 366. 

5 PaeIjAS Peculiaris dea Macedonum Pallas,” p. 8. toAESAOEsI. again, p. 16. 

** Fic?ono?a to Aetabanus I. p. 31. 

++ To AaiAXEEXES, p. 391* to Sapob, p. 394. 
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probable that they were exeGuted by European artists, whom SitPoii 
may have taken, in the train of Valerian, or those whom in his inva- 
sion of Asia Minor, he may have Garried off into the heart of his own 
empire. Possibly by a refinement of cruelty he may liave consigned 
the erection of this memorial of their warfare, to his capiire Vale- 
rian; for a tradition at Shaoster attributes to that monarcii the su- 
perintendance of Sapor’s other works at that city, and the construc- 
tion of the edifice there, which was destined for his own prison. 

Gibbon,* as Milner has observed, -f- is perhaps the only authof 
who ever doubted the nature of the treatuient which Valerian expe- 
rienced from Sapor, Less prejudiced minds might have drawn from 
the fact, that these cruelties are noticed in a speech of the Emperor 
Galebius, to the Persian Embassadors, $ the better inference, that 
almost in the very days of their exeGution, the perpetration of these 
indignities was known to all the Roman world ; and those who recol- 
iect the opportunities of knowing the Christian character which Va le- 
rian enjoyed, and the disgraces which crowded round him, when 
against that knowledge he persecuted the Christians, may admit the 
providential interposition of the Almighty in thus vindicating his 
own cause on the oppressor, and in reversing a light and a prosperity so 
abused. 

8apor is said to have placed his foot on the neck of Valerian 
when he mounted his horse, and after a long captivity to have flayed 
Mm alive. This treatment, however it may differ fi-om the conduct 
which a European conqueror might display to his captive, is not 
sufficient to discredit the story ; and might be paralleled, in ignominy 
at least, by many instances in the East. Genghiz Khan threw 


* Vol. i. p, 331, 4to. 

t Miener’s History of the Ghurdi of Christ, vol. f p. 427. p.445. p. 478-9. Vale- 
BiAN was destroyed by the treachery of Machiancs, (Gibbon i. 327) the very man, at 
whose instigation he had perverted his power to persecute the Christians. 

J Gibbon himaelfrecords this speech^ voLl« p. 451. 
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the vietiials from iiis table even to a woman, a captive queen, the 
proudest monarch whom he had conquered/'* ** ^ The Carmatliian 
Prince who advanced against Bagdad, tied the Lieutenant of the 
Caliph Moctadi with his dogsi-f- and the iron cage of Timouji, 
(which is doubted, only because Timour does not himself record it) 
is a familiar illustration ; of which the idea w'as not confined to tf -it in- 
stance, for Badub, King of Cambay, prepared a cage to convey one 
of the Portuguese heroes to the Great TurkA- But there is a nc rer 
precedent : the Persian monarchs have the unrivalled honour of alone 
taking two Roman Emperors; and Arp AasLAisr, who enjoyed the 
fortune of Sapor, remembered perhaps his treatment of his prisoner ; 
and though in his subsequent conduct he resembles our own Black 
Prince, and forms a striking contrast to the sequel of Sapor’s conduct, 
yet, when his captive first appeared before him, he is said to have 
planted his foot on the neck of the Emperor . § 

The dynasty of the Sassaistides, though the commencement of the 
historical age of Persia ;!j and as such comparatively less obscure in 
Oriental writers, than the preceding period, f is yet, as D’Hebberot 
remarked;*^ involved in great difficulties. The darkness of the inter- 
mediate age from the death of Are x a isr deb to the accession of the 
house of Absaces, and through the greatness of the Parthian empire, 
is confined principally to the East ; and from the hereditary conriection 
of the Sereucid.e, and their successors wdth the Greeks of Asia, is 


* Petit BE tA Croix, Life of Genghiz, p. S76. 
t Gibbon, Tol.T. 4:to. p. 451. 

J A.D. 15S7. Faria Asia Portugmsap by Stevens, vol. i, p. 405. 

I Gibbon, vol. V. p. 664. .. . 

I De Sact, pref. p. v. Db Guignes. MSS. of tfie Khig of France, ii. p. 140. 

English Edit. Gibbon, i. 4to. p. 256. 

f Ancient Universal History, voi. xi. p. 142, &c. 

** D’Hekbeeot, in Sir Wm. OtrsEEEv’s Epitome. 
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relieved by the Western authorities, whose testimonies have been 
collected with so much research by Vaillant, and confirmed by the 
medals of the Arsacidje. But this light is lost in the middle of the 
third century] nor perhaps- could a more difficult portion of ancient 
history be selected than the succeeding dynasty, a period nevertheless 
probably the most brilliant, in the foreign relations of Persia, of any 
since the extinction of the sovereignty of Darius, and at the same 
time the most fortunate in the internaBprosperity and resources of the 
empire. The task was suggested to Vaillant,* who had so ably 
executed the Parthian annals, but he resigned it to the adviser, and it 
was ’eft undone. 

The deficiencies of European materials are not supphed by Oriental 
authorities. The value of the Mahomedan accounts of ancient Persia, 
may be estimated by their omission of the success of Sapor, the most 
splendid in the whole period of which they treat. Gibbon-^' has 
already remarked from D'Herbelot, that the modern Persians 
know nothing of the capture of a Roman Emperor; and it may be 
added, that though it appears from Mr. Morier, p. 201, that a 
Persian of the present day was acquainted with the event, yet neither 
Mirkhoni),$ nor Khoni>emir,| nor the Tarikh published by Sir 
Wm. Ouseley, allude to it. Whatever then may be the *deficien^es 
or even the contradictions of the Greek historians in writing on the 
affairs of Persia, they are still probably the best authorities on which w’c 
can rely. The contemporary classics possess no pne disadvantage, which 
is not shared by the later Mahomedans ; they are alike writing on the 
history of a people, whom the Greeks hated as enemies, and whom the 
Mussulmans despised as infidels, and whose language was probably 


* Vaim:.ant, Arsac! Imperium, p. 389. 
f Gibbon, vol. i. 4to. p. SSI. 
t Miekhonb, in De SagVj P. 28t-90. 

I EHONii£MlB,in Ancient Universal History, vol. xi. p. 151. 
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equally unknown to both; but to the Greek authors these defects 
w^ere in a certain degree qualified by their comparative nearness to the 
events which they recorded ; while the Mussidmans, in treating of the 
history before the time of Mahomed, were writing the annals of a 
conquered and contemned race, in an age when its language, polity, 
and religion were alike forgotten. It is therefore astonishing that 
De Sacy should have selected Mirkhond, an author of this class, to 
accompany his own able memoirs on the antiquities of Persia. What- 
ever may be the relative superiority of Mirkhoad to other Oriental 
annalists, the value of his authority is in itself very low% and is suffi- 
ciently depreciated by the internal evidence of his own work. He 
begins his account of the Sassanian kings by saying that the Messiah 
was born in the reign of Ardeshir or Aetaxerxes, the first Prince of 
that house, whose reign which did not commence till the two hundred 
and twenty-sixth year after Christ.* He continues, that Ardeshir 
received a message from the Messiah, and secretly professed his 
religion. Independently of the gross fabulousness of the chronology, 
the story itself is totally abhorrent to every other evidence, by which it 
is clear that Ardeshir, so far from professing or favouring a foreign 
religion, regarded the revival of the native worship as the glory of his 
reign; and combined in one re-establishment the religion and the 
empire of ancient Persia.-'f- 

The idle tale of the birth of his son Sapor, is another proof of the 
manner in which the imagination of an Eastern historian has supplied 
the defects of his materials; if indeed it be not derived from the 
story of Astyages in Herodotus. Without discussing the proba- 
bility of the fact or the accuracy of the chronology, it is impossible to 


♦ Mibkhond, in De Sacy, p. 2T3. 

t Db Sacy, p. 42. A. C. 226, according to Yaili-ant : Tab. Chronoh 
\ Mibkhond, p. 282-6. 
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conceive that m author could learn so much without knowing more ; 
and that at the interval of one thousand two hundred years he could 
have ascertained the most private history of ah Eastern Prince, when 
he is ignorant of his public exploits ; or that he could have given a 
genuine account of Sapor from his birth to his death, when he never 
once alludes to the Romans, or notices, however transiently, the most 
celebrated event in the life of his hero, and in the history of his 
country. 


SECOjMD visit to SHAPOUm, 

APRIL, 1811 . 

“ We proceeded over the plain to the Southward and Westward, 
to see what a peasant called the Kakh or Castle, and the Mesjed 
“ or Mosque, which are large conspicuous buildings seen from 
“ almost all parts of the plain. These we found to be Moham- 
“ medan structures, excepting part of an ancient wail or buttress, 
“ and a column, with a square fallen capital, that are to be seen 
“ in the former, and of the same age as the edifices at Shapour. In 
“ the square of this ruined castle we found some little black tents 
“ of the wandering tribes ; from the good folks of which we got 
“ some dong or butter-milk, of which they drink large quantities 
“ at this season. We surprised them by asking them if they had 
“ any Kadeim or ancient money; to which they answered, 

“ very ingenuously, that they had neither new nor old. The fact 
“ is, that old coins are more frequently found amongst these sort 
“ of people than amongst any other ; for if they find any, the 
“ favourite wife generally has them suspended with her other trinkets, 
“ in a necklace around her neck. When old coins or money out 
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“ of use fall into the hands of town’s people, traders, shopkeepers, 
“ or such like, they generally melt it down immediately, and get 
“ it recoined. In all our researches for old coins, we have been 
unsuccessful, and it has only been by the greatest chance that w'e 
“ have now and then s>’ot a Sassanian or an Arsacian medal. A man 

o 

“ brought what he called a collection of old coins to the Embassador *. 
“ they consisted of a Reaai of the age of Shah Abbas, a Cujfic piece 
“ of money, a gold coin of the w^orst time of the middle ages, and an 
“ English halfpenny.’'’ 



NOTES. 



Chatters, p, 37. —The ShoUers of Feyer; tho Shatirs of Hakwat. Chardin giveta 
long and carious account of a display, wliicli he calls “ la i^te du Chatrr, pu valet du pied 

au Roi.” Voyages, tom. ii, 46, edit. 1711, The King’s Chaters dressed richly but differ- 
ently, (car en Perse on ne sait ce que c’est de Livree,) were the masters of the feast. 
Those who are superior in their profession can dance well ; an occupation indeed which, in 
the East, is considered so little suitable to persons of a higher rank and chaj-acter, tli£»t a 
Persian who was iii Paris in the minority of Louis XIV. and saw the young King dancing, 
exclaimed, ‘'c’est un excellent Chater.” Tim prize of the exploit recorded fay Cuarpin, 
was the honour of being admitted the chief of the Chaters of the royal household ; and the 
effort was, between the rising and the setting of the sirn, to take up twelve arrows 
singly from a tower at the distance of a league and a half (French), and return with each to 
the place of starting : ,jn this manner the Chater run thirty-six leagues in fourteen houra. 
Jfevertheless, says Chardin, this was not equal to a feat still rememhered, in which the 
twelve arrows were taken up in twelve hours. Tavernier was pr^enl at the greatest 
performance to which CuAnois alludes. See J«a yoyageS} i p. 438-40. 

Qeo^raphy Persia, p. 48. — Oi-itier (tom,, v. c. vii.) chscribps Persia as a gfeat 
taUe-land, supported on every side fay high mountains. The gpaee thus enclosed is a 
ilepressed level, as the courses of the rivers prove ; which, according to a former remark of 
pf D’Ax.viEEE, never penetrate through the mountains to the sea* but stagnate or evaporate 
in deserts of sand. (Vincent’s Neai-chns.) Still its absolute elevation is very greats 
at Shiraz, in 28° 36', there is much snow ip danuajy apd February, though it is half a 
degree more to the south than Cairo,- and Ispaha», is tap coW for the orange tree, though 
it grosvs well at Mossul, four degrees more to the north, and twice as far from the sea : 
and in Mazandcxan, which is in a much higher latitude,, pm a level considerably heh>w 
the table land of Eersia, the sugar cane, which will not grow at ^hiraz, comes to maturity 
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four moiitfis sooner than ia the West Indies, OiiiviEE, tom.F. p* 218, 233 . Oa the capa- 
Hlitj of Persia to supply Russia with sugar and cotton, see Olitier, p. 336. 

Grampusy possibly the whale of Arbi an y p. 50.] — The whales in the Indian ocean have 
been celebrated from the time of Peiky; and Sir Harford Jones, in note to Viar-: 
OBNT^s Nearchus, mentions them high up in the Persian Gulph : it is probable there- 
fore that the bones, . of which the houses on the coast were constructed, were those of 
real whales* 

52.]-^Th of Kharrack at one time excited considerable interest ; 

when, it was seized and fortified by the Baron KNiPHAirsEN, The motives of his enterprise 
are veiy unimportant, although it may be added, that the heroical character in which he 
appears in Ives, as the founder of a new settlement, is somewhat reduced in the Free 
Merchants’ Letters/’ of Joseph Price, p. 172. It is sufficient that even in its first 
days this colony was dependant on a neighbouring island (Cargo and the main land of 
Persia for its provisions, Niebuhr indeed relates the singular and fatal stratagem con- 
nected with this supply. The Sheik of Bushircy w^ho furnished these necessaries to 
Kharrack^ w’^as at war with the Sheik of Bunder-righy and as the Dutch were alike involved 
in the hostilities, the communications between the island and Bmkire were often carried 
on by night. The Sheik of Bushire profited by this circumstance ; and putting poultry into 
two armed ships, sent them against two galvettes, laid up under the walls of the citadel ; 
A Fapproche de Fisle on secuoit les cages pour faire crier les poules, et la sentiiielle 
Hollandoise entandaut ces cris de la volailie crut que c’etoit les vaisseaux d^Abu 
schahr ( Bushire) y and qu’il etoit inutile d’eveiller les autres matelots.” Descr, del 
Arabia, p. 280. This success was soon followed up, and the Dutch were expelled from 
the island. Ives recommended to our government the possession of Kharrack, Yoyage, 
p. 226; but independently of the precariousness of its supplies, Niebuhr mentions the 
mortality among the Europeans there, though he adds indeed, that they died moins pas 
Fair mal sain’de Fisle, que pas leur maiiiere de’vivre,” p. 281. It was an early object of 
the French government. By a treaty signed at Paris, and negociated by M. Pyeauet at 
Bmsoray'KBRim Khan, the Regent of Persia, engaged to cede Kharrack i but, the sup- 
pression of the French East India Company intervened, and the object was neglected. It 
was again suiTendered by the treaty of 1808, and in the intermediate time, when he was 
himself sent by the Directory as a secret agent, Olivier observes, that the Persian 
government would have repeated the cession. His conclusion is remarkable ; the object 
would have been advantageous to us, says he, si nous avions voulu serieusement nous 
etablir en Egypte ; si de la nous avions voulu porter nos vues de coipmerce sur le golfe 
sur Bmsoraymi\Bagdadi si nous avions voulu reprendre un commerce actif 
avec ITnde ; si nous avions voulu _ ouvrir des communications entre FMe de France, 
Masmte, and Bassora.” Tom. v. p. 15f. ’ ' * ■ ^ 

Ormuty p. 52.]^When Ojdivieej was in Perma, the JtMum of Muscat was negotiating 

V 3 ' 


NOTES. 


395 


with the Persian government the cession of Ormuz to him. Tom. v. p. 157. That island 
as well as Gombroon, is now in iiis possession; though he accounts for the customs to the 
King of Persia. 

J^earfe, jp. 55.]— A belief in the influence of the rain on the formation of pearls, which 
Niebuhe mentions as prevalent among the Arabs in his own days, (Descr. de rArabie) 
and among their ancestors in the time of Benjamin of Twffefe, six hundred years ago, may 
be traced up clearly to the time of Puny, if not much earlier. (Lib. ix. c. xxxv. see 
c. li. and the note from Aeistotle.) The Apologue of Sadi is a beautiful illustration 
of the Eastern opinion. Beuce says, “ it is observed that pearls are always the most 
beautiful in those places of the sea, where a quantity of fresh waterfalls. Thus in the 
“ Red Sea,” &c. (vol. v. p. §26, app.) and it may be added, though the facts prove little 
without knowing the relative positions, that JSaArezw, one of the most fertile pearl banks 
in the world, is likewise celebrated for the most extensive submarine springs of fresh 
water. See on those springs, Ives’s Voyage. Niebuhr, p. 286. See also Teixeiea, 
in Mod. Univ. Hist, vi. 80. Hoee in his curious illustration of Sindbad, regards these 
springs as the origin of “ the river of fresh water that issued from the sea.” Sixth Voyage. 

Horses, 4’C- jp. 63.] — The custom of tying horees by the leg in the stable, is traced in 
Persia even to the time of Xenophon. Anab. lib, iii. c. 245. At the introduction of the 
Russian Embassador to Shah Hussein, the horses of the King of Persia were dis* 
played in state as the procession passed : “ they were all tied to a rope fixed to the ground 
at the extremities by a stake of gold, near which lay a mallet of the same metal for 
driving it. According to the custom of Persia the hind feet also were festened to a rope, 
" to prevent kicking.” Beee, vol. i. p. 100. 

Elauts, p. 77.] — The wandering tribes have in every age constituted a consider- 
able portion of the population of the Persian and Turkish Empires. In Asia 
Minor they are called Turcomans ; in Assyria and Armenia, Curds; in Iralc&nH Pars, 
Elauts; Vlochcs of Heebeet, p. 129, (by some considered the Eluths or Olgurs.) 
Their general character is the same ; and they have continued to follow the same heredi- 
tary occupations with unbroken regularity. Ebn Haukal estimates the numbers included 
in their sems or tribes in Ears alone at five himdred thousand families, p, 83, 

Lion on the tomb, at Derees, p. 85 ; see also, p. 94, &c.]— On the meaning of such an em- 
blem, see Niebxihe’s Doubt in his chapter on Shiraz, tom. ii. 

Bazar-a-Vaheel, p. 100 .]— Scott Waking reckons the length of this great work of 
Keeim Khan, at half a mfle I Franklin, at a quarter of a mile, p. 58; and a later 
authority at between seven and eight hundred yards. 



mn notes: ^ 

■-p. lil.J— The Stdrj . of ■ Cjibm ' Chb-jt AN j tuay ^eittiM' tlia. feader of 'tle Laf .of 

The Bend-emir y p. 124.] — The Prince, from whose dyke thrown across ■ it, the Bend- 
emir is asserted to have 'taken 'its name, is sometimes said to he Emir Aza» a . Dow-.iiAH, 
one of the Bui^a Sultans; and as the river, occurs in the route of Bar'baro., 1472, W-itMi 
seventy years after the reig-n of Timor, as the Bindamt/r^^' it is probable' that it acquired 
that' liame froto the earlier Piince. On the word Bimdj see a note in T iHCE^Kt’s Peripliis, 
'p. 157; aM MdUR^S' Female Infanticide, p. 110, 

Persepolis^ p. 129..]— The first account of CheM Mimr^ that was brought to Europe 
after the revival' of learning, occurs in the travels of Jos a fh at Barbaro, Embassador 
■from: the State of Venice to the .Prince^ ■whom heealls Assambei, (who may be recogiiisesi 
indeed as the Usah Cassanbs,” of some called Asymbeius,’' in KNonuES, p.-469;| 
but who is better known as the Ueun Hassak orCAssAH of D’Herbeeot. The rarity of 
the volume in which these travels 'are' contained may justify the insertion of an extract 
Aldus, 1545. JosAFHAT Barbaro does not suspect that he is describing' the PersepoM^ 
of the Classics; and labours therefore to find in the sculptures at Ckehil jMinar^ something 
which may rather accord with the Hebrew origin assigned to it by one of the traditions of 
the country. In the bridge leading over the Bend-emir he had already discovered a work 
ofSoEOMOH-; and he pro'ceeds to point out, among the representations oivthe rocks, the 
■figure ■ of ‘SoLOMoxf himself. , Again, . instead of Rustam, the Hercules of Persia, or 
rather instead of the real heroes, Artaxerxbs and Sapor, whom that name has sup- 
planted at Persepolis^ Josaphat Barbaro perceives in a colossal image on horseback, 
the figure of Samsox. The being in the air, which some have conceived to be the soul of 
a departed monarch, and which recurs in the engravings of the tombs by Le Brun and 
' Charbih, ' is thus . ..described : Sopra di tutte e tina figura simile a quelle nostre che 

Boi figuriamo Dio padre in uno tondo ; laqual ha uno tondo per mano, e sotto laqual 

sono aitre figure piccolo,” fob SL '6. He continues ; among the lesser figures there is one, 
who ‘has on his head a Pope^s lUitre, una mitria di Papa and tes its hands extended, 
apparently as if he would give his benediction to those beneath him, who are looking up 
■ to him in .fixed, expectation of the said blessing. Near Samsoy are several other figures 
dressed in the Freiidh mode, alia Francese,” and having longhair. M. I. The descrip- 
tion is curious, and characteristic of the age; but even in the seventeenth century, 
Tavernier in the same manner fancied that he "saw in the Sassanian sculptures at Ker^ 
mmshahy priests, surplices, and censers, tom. i. '5l6, 'This indeed was'almast the earliest 
account that had been given of the spot ; and therefore, this error is more excusable. 
JS^t now, when so much has been written on the subject, '{whether the sculptures be the 
works of Semie AMIS or of the' Sassatoian 'Kings?) and more particularly when De Sacy 
has definitively proved by the inscriptions, that the figures are connected with the history 
' of the latter Princes of thehouseof Sassa^'J;^' we-may' bo' surprised that M. de Gardanne 
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.-sli'OiiM im¥e ©varlooked tlieir desigE ; ■■aad instead of ^ecogaisiog an object tliat liad been 
•illustrated by liis' countryman %¥itli 'So iiineli learniBg, -sbomM pass it in bis Journal with llie 
single .remark: Plus loin snr rni rocker elere, on voit' line eroix et les cloiize ApStes 
...sculptas,” p» 83. 

„ , Every nation hassome .proverbial- eKpressioii ofnambetj and forly*^ seems pop'ulariii tlie 
East. Tiiiis the palace of Ispahan is the Chehil Siioon ; -a.nd another built in, iinitation^ of 
-■•at 31oorshedabai^ is called by the same name. Seir Mutagkmn^ L 301. CkeMl minar 
therefore signifies an indefinite number .of pillars, whether more or less tiaii forty ; ' 
even -with all the allowance, which tl-iis expression may require, it is probable that in the ■ 
time of Sadi, six hiindred years ago, the pillars standing at Persej^oMs amoiftited really to 
forty. Chardix, tom, iii. 138. The remains at Persepolis are designated by another" still 
.more' coinpreheiisive form, ■ ^^ Ilazur Sitoon^^^ the one thousand columns. Db Sacy, 
L ■ If -the fragment engrailed in the Arclioeoiogia, from the original transmitted by 
Rich A 11 B Strachey, Esq. to Ms father, be really of the size of that original, as the notice 
affirms, and if it formed part of the series of sculptures, we may thence learn theavera'ge 
proportions of the subjects at Persepolis, ArchceoL xiv. app. gSS* But Le Beum sent 
over an entire figure fi’oin the reliefs ; see the close of his work. 

Ispalimtyp* 159.] — Ispahan had been for ages one of the greatest cities of the East, and 
ivas possibly the Jspa and Aspadana of the. ancients. In 1472 it contained one hundred 
and fifty thousand souls; a number which, according to Babbaeo, was but the sixth of 
its former population. It had declined in political importance till Shah Abbas trans- 
ferred thither the seat of Empire from Casmn, It rose rapidly to a second greatness : in 
extent it almost- covered the plain. It was itself twenty- four miles in circiiiiiference, and 
according to Chaebxn, a dix lieues a la ronde, on comptait quinze cents villages#” 
Tom. iii. S3. Chabdix thought its population equal to that of London, and fixed it at 
six hundred thousand souls. Taveekieb, almost at the same time, comparing it with 
Paris, says, it has but one-tenth of the population. (See on the relative population of 
Paris, London, and Ullages^ Sir Wh. Petty’s Essay.) Taveb^^ier is clearly wrong, 
and certainly much more inaccurate than the other extreme of one million and one 
hundred thousand, stated by the European inerchamts in Jspakam. Yet therein an error 
probably in both the larger estimates. The niiinber of houses in Chakbiw’s estimate is 
a fixed standard, thirty-eight thousand : at fifteen in a house, the amount would not c?qiial 
the population which he assigns as the lowest number; and it would require more than 
twenty-eight in a house, to justify the larger calculation. OniviEii indeed remarks on 
another occasion, tom. v. 163, that on doint compter en Perse au moins 7 on S 
Persans par inaisons;” but though this is much higher than the average of Europe, and 
much higher than Mr. Moeieb has calculated throughout liis . travels, (with the single 
exception of BusMfe)^ it wEl not give much above half the estimate of Gharbih. It may 
perhaps be observed that the numbers in Ispahan during the Ajfghan siege, and which are 
variously stated from seven hundred thousand to a million, will confirm the geneial 
I3tcxuracy of the former statement ; but it should foe recollected, that tlie amount on thal 
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occasioE was swelled' bj the fugitives^ fi'om the whole eoiiiitry* OtiviEE re-ckoaed.. the 
iiihabitants of ■ Ispahan in Ms days at fifty thousand; its habitable' ■ circumference iras 
reduced to a diameter of tw'o nfiles ; and he ' w'as riding for half an hour through the reins 
which surrounded it. Tom. v. 175^ 179. Gakbanke hears that the ruins , extend for 
a ■ march of more than four hoursj'p. 70., A later statement indeed gi¥es the present 
population at two hundred and fifty thousand. But even in the decay in wdiicli Oliviee 
found it^. it retained sufficient evidences of original greatness to excite the liveliest sensa- 
tions s Tout ce que nous vimesj . tout ce qu’on nous dit^ tout ce que noussiipposames- 
, nous en donna la plus grande idee: tout nous persuada qifeile fut sous les Sophis une 
^^■ des plus belles, des plus riches, des plus peuplces de FAsie/’ P. 180* 

Sirjii Abbas drinking wine^p, 165.] — Gibbon says, that in eveiy age the wines of 
Shiraz have triumphed over the laws of Mahomed.’' In fact however, the use of 
spirituous liquors in general has depended, in Persia \as in Turkey and other Mahomedan 
countries, less on the precepts of the Koran^ than on the will and character of the reigning 
Prince. Pietro della Valle gives a curious account of the alternations in the use of 
inebriating liquors, w’hich the difference in the individual habits of the Sovereign produced 
in Ms day in the court of Persia : and Tournefort remarks the same effect in Georgia; 

of all nations the greatest wine drinkers.” Tom. ii, lettre vi. Eastern monarclis indeed^ 
in this as in other points, have considered themselves unfettered by the prohibitions of the 
Koran: Kings are subject to no law Whatever they do, they commit no sin,” 
were the maxims by which Shah Hussein, the last of the Seffis, was seduced into 
drunkenness. (Mod. Univ. Hist. vi. p. 22.) The exclusive prerogatives of an absolute 
Prince were, however, best exemplified in Hindostan. Jemangeee, as ive learn from Ms 
own commentaries, was accustomed to drink of the strongest spirits, a quantity equal in 
weight to ten seers a day; while (as Peter the Great, and the rising Peter of the 
South Seas, Tamahama, in Turnbull’s Voyage, have done since) he issued as a standing 
regulation of his government, an order for the prohibition of spirituous liquors, and every 
tMng else of an intoxicating nature,,, throughout .the whole kingdom, notwithstanding 
« tMl I I'lad myself,” he adds, from the age of eighteen to thirty-eight, been constantly 
addicted to them.” Extracts by James Anderson, from the ToozuU Jekangeer^ Asiat. 
Miscell. voL ii. p. 77, To evade the prohibition of wine, the Orientals have had recourse 
to compositions infinitely more inebriating: these are ^Uhe mixed wine,” the strong 
drink mingled of the Scriptures;” see Lowth’s Isaiah, p. IS-13, p. 2SI,&c. See a 
Chapter of Kjempfer, fasc. iii. obs. 15. The liquor thus substituted in Persia is the 
Cocms of Della Valle. Abbas the First, when he drank wine, drank it as in the text, 
publicly: for a purpose, as a contemporary traveller observes, like that of Aoathocles 
in Diodorus of discovering the real character of his guests. Della Valle, tom. ii 
S41. See the entertainment in Herbert, p. 171: friendly Abbas puld our 

^ Ambassador downe, seated him cloi^ to his side, smiling to see he could not sett (after 
■ ^* 'lhe'''Askrique' s ^crosse-legd," and" calling for a bowl of wine, dronke his Master’s 
^ health,' which the Ambassador uncoverd his head ; , and to complement beyoiid aE 
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*• expectation the Potshaugli,” (the Padishah) “ puld of his turbant; by discoyering his 

bald head, symbolising his aflFection; and after an houres merriment departed.” This 
object of Abbas was again similarly attempted by Shah SntEyMAir. Mod. Univ. Hist, 
vol. vi. 16. Shah Seffi in a caprice chose to prohibit tobacco, and executed two 
foreign merchants for disobeying the order, as Subtan Morao did in Turkey for the same 
oftence. Rycaxtt, p. 59 ; see p. 43, against wine. Shah Seffi himself drank to excess; 
but having in a fit of intoxication killed one of his wives, he published a mandate through 
all his dominions, that no one should drink wine ; and that the Governors should stave all 
the casks and spill the liquor wherever it was found. Mod. Univ. Hist. vol. v. p. 47i-S, 
p. 475. Shah Hussein, vol. vi. SI, prohibited wine by his first act, though he afterwards 
was tempted to indulge in it ; but when Bell was in Persia, the King was still sober and 
devout, and drank no wine, which in consequence was not used by his court. Bell, i. 107, 
see p. 116. Nadir Shah and Kerim Khan permitted the use of wine: but Aga 
Mahomed, cruel, feroce au dela de toute expression, faisait ouvrir le ventre a ceux 
“ de ces sujets Musulmans qui etaient accuses de boire du vin.” Olivier, tom. v. p. 136. 

Mourtchekourdf p. 176. j— The difficulty of ascertaining a feet in the ancient histoiy of 
Persia, may be estimated by the contradictions in a very modern period, in an event of 
extreme importance, and in the relations of contemporary authors. The battle of 
AfbwrtcAe/coMrd, which decided the fate of Persia, w'as fought, according to Jones’s Life 
of Nadir, on the 13th November, 1728. Otter, who accompanied an Embassy to 
Nadir, says November, 1730. Gardanne, the French Consul, who was at Ispahm at 
the time, says November, 1729. See Olivier, vol. v. p. 375. 

JP. 186.]— Of the King of Persia’s own poems, see a specimen in Scott Waring. 
See also Gardanne, p. 76. 

Lion and Bear, p. 187.]— In Bell’s time, there were two lions at the court of Persia, 
who couched to the Embassador as he passed, p. 100-1. When the Greek Embassador 
was presented to the Caliph Moctadeb, A. D. 917, “ one hundred lions were brought 
out, with a keeper to each lion.” GiBBON,4to. v. p. 4:^. 

Introduction, p. 128.] — Bell’s description is striking, « at our entry into the hall, we 
"were stopped about three minutes at the first fountain, in order to raise the greater 
" respect; the pipes were contrived to play so high, that the water fell into the basin like 
“ thick rain. Nothing could be distinguished for some time ; and the Sckach himself 
" appeared as in a fog. While we moved forward, every thing was as still as death.” 
vol. i. p. 103. 

Zein Labjeeks, p. 176.]— The Zain Labadebn, called in the text the brother of 
Hossein, is probably Ali, his youngest son, called afterwards Zein Alab’beddin, "the 
" ornament of the religious.” Mod. Univ. Hist. vol. ii. p. 101. Franklin, p. 180. 
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: Punishment 0 / S04.]™This was ' a pmighmeBt ' kiiefed % tlie Em 
Atoeman. Gibbo% i p., S55» 

■ ;.P* SI7.}-^GAmDAHKE caiB.plabain the same maniier of the publicity of PersiaR diplo- 
iiiacy* ■ Gardes^ :les Secretaires, les curieux ■ soEt preset ■ Noas a?oii9 soiiveiil 

demaude de les ■ take eloigaer, mais les. Ministres gardeat toujours, du moncle* ■ Gniie 
<^peiit pasresterseiilaveceaxf’ Journal, p. 54 ■ . 



Tehemn^ I?. / 224,]— It is interesting to trace the, progress of a capital. At about the 
same distance from RJmgeSy (at which the preseHt city of. Teheran may be placed, from the 
remains of Me^) appears the town of Takora^ in the Theodosiaii tables a sufficient pre- 
sumption that Teheran itself had, an origi,nal. a.nd independant existence, and did not rise 
^nly from the ruins of the greater metropolis. Its continuance as a contemporary city 
cannot ■ now be traced distinctly ;■ it niay indeed have borne a different name in Eastern 
geography, as it is the Teheran or Cherijar of ,Tayebhieii. It re-appears however under 
its present name in ’the journey of the Castilian Embassadors to Timur, at a period wdiea 
the greatness of Re^ was still very considerable’. ' At the end of two centuries, Pietro 
BEhhA Yaeee - re-visited -it.. He. -calls itihe city of planes tom*, ii. S9G : the soil is- pro** 
bablj particularly adopted to the tree; for Ouivibii mentions one in the neighbourhood 
that measured round an excrescence at the root> seventy ' -feet.; tom. v. p. 102. About the 
same time with Deeea Vaeue, Herbert d.eseribed it ' fully. It is the of his 

travels. Tavernier notices it more perhaps from the materials of others than from his 
own observation, tom. i, 313 : and Chardin speaks of it only as petite ville.” Tom. ii* 
p. 120. Its name occurs with scarcely a line of comment, in a route given by Hanway, 
vol. i. ; and though it was a place of some interest in the feign of Nadir, its actual state 
cannot be collected with any certainty till the accession of the present dynasty . It had 
long indeed been the capital of a province; and its name had been frequently connected 
v^lth obj-ects of importance in the history of the last two centuries ; yet it owes its more 
pQ|ii|iediate pr|>-ei^inence to the events of tlm last few years. It -had been so much de- 
stroyed by the Jffghms;, (when after the battle of Salmmahad they invested it, in the hope 
of aeking Shah Thamas, who had -retired thither) that Aga Mahomed, the late King, 
may be considered as almost its seednd founder. Its nearness to his own tribe and province ; 
tlm facilities of raising instantaneously from the wandering tribes around it a large force of 
cavalry; and its central situation between the general resources of his 'empire and the 
more exposed frontiers, combined to justify his choice of 7'eheran as the capital of Persia. 
It has risen rapidly. In 1797 Oeiviee describes it as little more than two -miles in cir- 
cumference, and of #ie whole area the palace occupied more than oBe-fourtli. Tom. v. 
p. 89. In 1809, it is stated to he between four and a half and live miles roiirid the w'alls. 
The population, according to Olivier, even with all the encouragement which Ag a BIa- 
afforded to ^tilers, and indudimg *Ms own household of -three thousand persons, 
Miounfed k 1797 to only fifteen thoumnd persons. Gardannb describes it, ten years after- 
wards, asr having ttian fifty fhouaiaid inimbitaate during the wiat’er; though he notices 
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tlie almost total desertion of the city during the heats of summer. Journal, &c. p. 55. 
la one of Mr. Morieb’s routes in the Appendix, Teheran is represented as containing 
twelve thousand houses, a better estimate of its size than the number of inhabitants. 

Arh, p, 225.] — Ark is obviously, Arx, 

Impress, p. §25.]] — This impress was by no means pecular to Persia. Many instances 
might be given from our own history down to the reign of Elizabeth : but it is sufficient 
to refer to those connected with the subject in the text. Henry VI. pressed minstrels 
“in solatium regis;” almost the very act of the King of Persia. Ebw'Ard VI. thus 
supplied his choir, (Bakrington on the Statutes, p. 337) ; and in the reign of Eliza- 
beth, under one of the commissions to take up all singing children for the use of the Queen’s 
chapel, T usser, the author of the Five Hundred Points of Good Husbandry, was impressed. 
See Lysons’s Environs of London, vol i. p. 92. 

Tfeeace-fo.rmy 'voice,:I«inst iioclioice, ;- 
“ Away of force, like posting iiorse 
^® *For sundry men, had placards tlleE 
Such child to take, — ’’ 

Female Officers, p. 225.— Seradj ed Dowlah had a female guard of Calmucks, 
Tartars, Georgians, Negroes and Abyssinians. f JiwtegAmw, vol. i. p. 140.) Nas- 
sureddebn peopled a city entirely with women; all the officers being of that sex. He is 
said to have bad fifteen thousand women. (Gladwin, Hist, of Indostan, vol. i. p. 114.) 
It is very possible that some such caprice of an Oriental despot may hai^e given rise to the 
cities of men and women on different sides of the Ganges, of which we read in 
PALLAnius, p. 9 ; and St. Ambrose, p. 54: at the end of Byshe’s “Palladios de 
“ Gentibus Indiae,” and not very improbable that it may have produced the tradition so 
common in the early travellers, of the islands of men and women, and perhaps the w'hole 
fable of the Amazons. See of the islands the Arabian travellers of Renaodot, Marco 
Polo, lib, iii. Fra Macro in Vincent’s Periplus, p. 671. See a curious note on the 
word Hamazen, “ all women,” in Moon’s Infimticide, p. 82. 

Fall in Haviz, p. 229.] — It is scarcely necessaiy to refer to more ancient divination ; 
but the resemblance between the Persian trial and that of the Sortes Virgilianm must 
occur to every reader. The Maliomedans have another oracle in the Koran, which they 
consultin the same manner: and the Jews had similar recourse to the Scriptures of the 
Old Testament. Sale’s .SbretK, Prelim. Dissert. § iii. p. 69. The authority of Virgil 
(and indeed, though less currently, of Homer also,) remained in full force to the middle at 
least of the seventeenth century, as in the first instance the appeal of Charles I. and Lord 
Falkland sufficiently proves : Johnson’s Life of Cowley, p. IS. Even the Bible was 
tiius opened for divination. Ars Magica, 1638, p. iii. 
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Rags on Bushes, p. 230.]— This superstition was noticed in Persia by one of tlie earliest, 
travellers, Josaphat Baebabo, 1474, fol. 45, and was explained by him on the principle 
that (such was the scarcity of wood in the country) even a bush was a miracle. M. 

Change of Names, p. 230.J — The renaming of Shah Sepfi, who then became Shah 
SoLEYMAN, is related fuUy by Chabbin and Tavernieb ; and in its ceremonies is not 
perhaps easily pai-alieled; but in its essential circumstance, a change of name from a 
Mief in the unluckiness of the first, it may be supported by an example in our owa 
history: when John of Scotland took the name of Robert III. (see Heney’s History, 
Yol. viii. 372, from Foedun ;) because the Prince, who had borne the former appellation, 
had been unfortunate in the annals of the country. In the family of Catherine de Me- 
nicis ; EdwabD'Alexandeb became Henry HI : Hebcuebs became Charles IX. &c. 
See a note in the Life of Cary, Earl of Monmouth, p. 39. The Jews thus dianged their 
names. 

Herrings, p. SSL] — The herrings of the Caspian are described by P. H. Bruce. 
Memoirs, p. 261. Tooke speaks of “ a fish resembling a herring.” Catherine, II. 
vol. ii, p. 56. 

Chois, p. 231.— Marco Polo speaks of a combustible stone found in China; which is 
obviously coal. Ebn Haukal mentions in Fei^haneh, “ a stone that takes fire and 
** burns,” p. 250 j ccanpare however, p. 272, which seems to imply a more distinct know* 
ledge df coal. 

Demawend, p. 231.] — ^The distance to which according to the text, it is visible is paral- 
leled by that at which Sir Wm. Jones ob^rved the Chumedury mountains from Bhaugal- 
pore. This distance is stated by him at two hundred and forty-four miles : but he adds, 
that the object mi^t be seen much ftirther. (Note in Lord TEierNMOCTH’s Life of Sir 
Wm. Jones, pt. 253.) Another account gpvesthe first distance. from Bhmgalpore at two 
hundred and fifty miles. P. H. Bruce, (Memoirs, 282) saw Ararat from JDerbend at a 
distance of at least two hundred and ten geographical miles, equal to more than two 
hundred and forty British measure, in a straight line by the compasses on Major Ren- 
nell’s map. Ebn Haukal mentions that Demawend may be seen Mty farsang round, 
(perhaps one hundred and seventy-five miles.) He adds, “ 1 have not heard that any man 
** ever aseended to its summit p. 172. Herbert indeed relates Ms ascent (Travels), 
but Olivier can describe only an ineffectual endeavour. Tom. v. p. 125, &c. The 
^fficnlties which he encountered, seem to rival those of Tournefobt in the attempt to 
scale Ararat. Tons. ii. 357, &c. The feble of a plant which tinges the teeth of sheep 
with gold, is not confined to Demawend: it is attached to their fevourite mountains by 
dMfermrt nations, and may thus be traced to Mount Lebanon; to Mount Ekwnd, &c. 
and the plmit, which is convertible into-gol^ istfoand^if an alcbensgt may be believed, in 
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the motmtains of Yemen : it was supposed indeed bj the Arabs, to constitute the real object 
of Niebuhr’s Voyage. Description de I’Arabie, p. 123. A mountain so wst, and of 
a form so peculiar, was naturally connected with the traditionary mythology of the countiy s 
and accordingly Demawend was believed to cover with all its weight Zohak, the usurper 
in the earliest dynasty of their empire. See Champios’s jFerdKsl. 

Rey, p. 232.] — The ruins of Rey have never been described by any European traveller : 
if a brief and nameless notice of them by Tavernier, tom. i. 313, (who had no suspicion 
of their history, and perhaps never saw them,) can be considered an exception. From the 
Oriental authorities indeed he was enabled to compile a table of latitudes and loiigitudesi 
and to insert Re^ as 35® 35' lat. 70® 20'. long. Tom. i. p. 404. But even the position 
of the ruins appears imperfectly known to Chardin ; and they were sought in vain by 
one of the latest and most intelligent of his successors, Olivier, who looked for them con- 
siderably too much to the south. See tom. v. p. 160-1. Gabdanne, who was at 
TeAera??, allots to Re^ only three lines; nor indeed does he state distinctly that he was 
writing from his own observation. Yet his account, however imperfect in itseltj is striking 
in its close. “ A I’est de Teheran, rmnes de Re_y, aacienne Rliages, et patrie de Harouj* 
“ EL Rachid. Les Persans disent que avoittrois millions d’habitans. Le motRem- 

lution expliqueioutes les Calamites.” P.72. 

The history of Rhages requires no illustration in the days of its greatness; and that 
greatness, with more than the fortune of other cities, has twice revolved. Its second rise 
under the Mahomedans, has indeed been less traced than its first origin, though it was the 
birth place of Haroun el Reschid, and one of the favourite seats of his magnificence. 
It was then one of the capitals of the Buiya Sultans; see De Sacv, Memoires, &c. p. 145, 
147, &c. And was taken by Mahmud, of Ghkni, when he destroyed their dynasty. Mod. 
Univ. Hist. iii. 19l It was subsequently one of the two great cities of the empire of the 
SefjuMans ; and as such demanded by the Emperor Romanus, who in the decline of the 
Roman power, imitated all the insolence of its greatness. With the Parthians and the 
Persians, his predecessors had indeed often used this tone of presumption, and as often 
failed in the wars of which it was the prelude. Thus Crassus, when be was marching to 
his own destruction, told the Parthian Embassadors that he would give his answer at their 
captial; Julian, in the midst of his own unhappy expedition, replied to the overtures of 
Sapor, that he would himself visit the Persian court ; and thus Romanus, with an inso- 
lence unparalleled and intolerable, required firom Alp Arslan, before he would listen to 
any terms, the surrender of Rey, one of his capitals. The sequel of each event is too 
femihnr to be noticed. Rey still remained one of the greatest and most flourishing cities 
of the East; Ispahan, Nkhapmr, and Bagdad, alone rivalling it. Ebn Haukal, in the 
tenth century, describes it fully ; but in his day, though the commercial and civil greatness 
of the city was at its height, its defences had declined; and the irall around the suburbs 
was felling to decay ; p. 176, p. 157, p. 172. Nevertheless it survived more revolutions; 
it was a very considerable city when it was taken by Genohiz Khan, Petit db la 
Caoix, p. 277 ; and still, two centuries afterwards, it was one of the seats of the govern- 
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ment of Shah Rokh, the son of Timub. Mod. Univ. Hist. v. S94. From his death, 
which happened there A.D. M46, it ceases to maintain a conspicuous place in the histoiy of 
Persia ; and is now venerable only in the remains of its ancient grandeur. 

TastAion hy hides, p. 2SG.] — This measure of taxation was not uncommon; it is suffi- 
cient to add, that it still seems to regulate the collection in other parts of the East : for in 
some extracts from Mahomed Saduck’s Journey to Cahul, it is said that “ Herat 
“ extends from the city of Ferah to Khafand. Backhury. Twelve lacks; supposed to be 
“ the net produce of as much land as twelve thousand pair of bullocks can plough, all ex- 
“ pended in civil and military establishments.” 

The noose, p. 243.] — The noose was JRustam’s ancient implement of war. 

Hamb Skim, p. 246.— The most valuable lamb-skins are perhaps taken prematurely from 
the ewe killed for the pui-pose. The fabulous supplies of the Barometz (“ the vegetable 
“ lamb” of Dahwix, Loves, canto i. 282) were perhaps invented by the Tartars to conceal 
from theii- European traders the cruelty of the practice. Bell denies the existence of the 
Baromets, vol. i. 43, which however is well established, though its properties may be 
doubted. P. H. Bruce, in his Memoirs, p. 336, asserts the fact that the ewes are killed 
before parturition for the sake of the lambs ; the skins of which are then in their greatest 
beauty, with the hair lying “ in short smooth pretty curls.” The trade is very profitable 
to the Nagayan Tartars, who sell the best forten shillings. Chardin mentions some in 
his day at fifteen franks. The wool even of those whose lives are spared for a fortnight, 
lies in waves, and resembles a piece of damask, the lamb having been guarded from its 
birth by linen sewed round it. Tookb’s Nations of Russia, vol. ii. 136, 267. 

Shalwars,p. 247 .] — ‘‘ When they go a hunting, they wear Skalwars, or long trowsers 
“ which reach up to the arm pits, into which they cram all tlieir clothes ; and a Kergmsian- 

in this dress may be taken at a distance for a monstrous pair of breeches on horseback.” 
Tooke’s Russia, ii. 280. 

Mountains between Teheran and Tabriz, Chap. XIV .'} — The mountains seen in this 
direction were in the middle ages the seats of the Dilemites ; the subjects of Hassan, 
Sheik al Jebal, Hassan “ the chief or the old man of the mountains,” whose power is 
frimiliar to every reader, and from whose name the word assassin has been derived, with an 
evO. import, in half the modern languages of Europe. The constant recurrence of the tale 
of his enchanted palace in the old travellers, Marco Polo, Haithon, &c. is sufficient 
evidence of some general foundation in truth. Holakou, the son of Genghiz Khan, 
routed out the Ilassanites, 

Jbjifcfe'z, p. 265.] — This place occurs in the route of Forster, who mentions Mesched, 
as said to be one hundred miles north-west of Turshish. Tol, ii. p. 154. It was held at 
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tMt time bj ABE 0 tJLi.AH, an independant Persian chief, p. 155$ but Forster, who spent 
above a fortnight in the town, does not allude to any wealth deposited there. In Ma.“ 
HOMED Saduck’s journey, the capital of the district of Tursliiz and Co Surkk, is called 
Sultania, which is probably the SitUanahad of Foesteb, another name for the old town of 

TtmMz. P. 165. , 

26S.]“At this spot died the celebrated traveller Thevenot. ■ See the note 
of Ms deatlij tom. V. Gaedanke Ses Papiers et ses Mvres dit o%ealeYes 

et gardes par le Cadi.” P. 41. 

Number of oxen to a plough^ p. 275.] — It is curious to trace in Touenefoet the escrease 
ill the' number of cattle thus employed^ as he advances into Georgia*, near Arz-romi^ 
they will yoke three or four pair to one ploughj p. 213; near Cars^ ten or twelve^' p. 216* 
Still farther on^ in Georgia itselfj fourteen or fifteen pair^ p. 224. ¥oi ii. ©f the 
translation. 

• I^rime Moyai of Persia^ p, S79,]^Tbe cbamcter ' of Abbas Mibza^ Prince ofTabrisy 
is so striking in Oriental history^ that every support^ ' which can be given to the accuracy of 
the description^ is important. Garb anne confirms some of the , more remarkable traits 
in the text ; II vent relever: sa nation^.et il a rambition de l,a gloire militaire. S^il perd 
General on un Guerrier, il dechire . ses habits et doniie les marques de la plus vive 
douleur. Il a perda derniereinent des'enfansj "et if a teiiioigne aueun chagrin. Pour 
expliquer cette indiftereiicej il faut coiinaitre les mcBiirs. Nous ciemaiidons a mi grand 
Seigneur le nombre de ses enfans. 11 repoiid natvement qu’il n’eii salt rienj se tourne in 
^*^€610 de son Secretaire et le lui demande ; celiii ci repond: dix-sept.” ■ p» 36. TliO' 
following anecdote is connected with the French' character ; it occurs in the account of an 
eiitertaiiimeiit' given to the French Mission by the Prin.ce’s Mi.DisteF. .Apres le repaS'^ les 
daiiseurs font des tours de force. Le Vizir nous dit: mon niaiire pas, leS' 

daiiseiirsj il les a tons chasses cle Tauris. J’ai appelle ceux-ce cles villages voisiiis, 
ayant ' appris de FAmbassadeur de Perse^ que ce divertessemeiit etait agreable a voire 
nation.” P. 37. See others^ p. 38-9. 

Ships on the Caspian^ p. 287.]— Every reader ofllANWAY ivili recollect the extreme 
importance which Nadir attached to the formation of a fleet in the Caspia'Uj where the 
famous John Elton was induced to become his AdiniraL The dock-yards in the 
Persian Gulph must import all their timber from India; but the southern shore of the 
Caspian contains on the spot the amplest supplies. The turbulent character of the Arabs 
of the Gulph^ induced Nadir Shah to meditate their removal from their own country ; 
and their nautical skill and experience suggested to him the idea of transplanting tliem 
profitalily into the provinces along the -Oaspianji and replacing' them in tlieii ancient seats 
by the people whom they thus dispossessed. But all his projects were overwhelmed in the 
confusion which followed his death; and the only naval poiver^ (with the exception of a 
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few small vessels against the Turcomans), which Persia had ever formed in the Caspian, 
was thus annihilated. Nadik Shah collected a fleet in the Gtdph also; and made 
BusMre the port of Shiraz. Niebuhb, tom. ii. p. 75. Here he had assembled from 
twenty- two to twenty-five ships, built for him at Bombay and Suratf &c. ; but these were 
all neglected and dispersed at his death. 

Language of Ghilan, p. 2S8.] — GMlan^ the country of the ancient Gelw^ was, according 
to Ebn Haxjkal, p. 174, the level tract along the Caspian, of that province, which in its 
mountainous parts was called Dilem. Now Dilem was with Media Inferior^ Ma&anderan^ 
and the countries between the Caspian and the Tigris, one of the original seats of the 
PeMavie. Ileeren. Act. Soc. Getting, tom. xiii. Dilem was also a retreat of that lan- 
guage. In the breaking up of a great empire, the institutions of the conquered race 
always linger in the extremities. The Caucasus, the country of Derbend, Segestan, and 
thus sheltered the ancient language and religion of Persia : and tlius the moun- 
tains of Dilem retained till the tenth century, the worship of fire ; and perhaps, therefore, 
the Pehlanie, with which that worship had been connected. Ebn H auk An observes of 
Taberistan, the adjoining tract, “ they have a peculiar dialect, neither Arabick nor Persian; 

and in many parts of Deilman their language is not understood.” In a country separated 
by these circumstances, and by its local situation from the rest of Persia, it is not impro- 
bable that there may still exist some traces of a distinct language : and as to the imperfec- 
tions incident to the want of written memorials, Sir Wm. Jones, in his Discourse on the 
Arabs, has prepared us to think that Dr. Johnson’s reasoning is too general. 

The Cookery of the Turcomans, p. 290.]— Their cookery is something like that of the Arabs 
described by Capp er . There is a full account of the two hordes, the Eastern and Western 
Turcomans, in a note by the French editor of the Genealogical History of the Tatars, 
p. 535-8. See also Too ke, ii. 93. Their wealth in money in every age has been very great; 
because, like the Arabs, and every other pastoral people on the confines of great civilized 
empires, they sell the q^ssaries of life, and will not buy the luxuries. liA Roau®, p. 157, 
remarks accordingly, tfiat in the time of Peiny, the riches botli of the Romans and of the 
Parthians were melted down among the Arabs. Harmer’s Observations, vol. i. p. 122. 
Chardin in his MSS, notes in Harmeb, says, that they are like Abraham, “ very rich 
in cattle, in silver, and in gold.” 

Cbap. XFL2 — The country from Tabriz and Arz-rmm may almost be considered as 
aew ground in European description. Gahdanne is the only other traveller who has 
traced this route, (Journal, &c. p. 21-35) ; but the information which he collected in his 
passage is so limited, that he appears to know nothing of the Lake of Shahee ; or rather in 
travelling along its shores, he confounds it with that of Van, which is at least one hundred 
miles from the spot where he places it; p. 35. The countiy between Arz-roum and 
Tocat is ^bsmibed by Toobneport, tom. ii. and by Tavernier, tom. i. p. 12-19 ; and as 
one of the great roads from JBflgdad, &c. feUs in at Toced, the fhrther progress to Con- 



gtantinople is continued on Mr. MoKina’s line, by TATBniriEB, i. l~m. 
357. HowEti,, p. 102-13g. Jacksoh, p.m-gS6. Aboo Taleb, ii 
UAififE, p. 114-119; see also p. 1-13. 


Mmi, p. 299.]— Tne singularity of the walls of Khoi^ is noticed by Gardaitwe, with a 
ore singular illustration : “ Qu-oye est entoure de murailles et de tours, et resseiable 
exactement aux gravures dejericoque Ton voit dans les Bibles.” P. 34. 

Ararat, p. 306.] — The heighth of Ararat can best be understood by considering the 


slippery grass or sand “ aussi fecheux que les Syrtes d’Afrique. 


« nous rendimes graces au Seigneur d’en fitre revenus, car peut-Stre que nous serkma 
“ perdus ou que nous serions morts de faim sur cette Montagne,” p. 371, If these were 
the sensations with which Tournefoet regarded his enterprise, the common belief of the 


P. Slv.j — Jiassan tala is the ancient iheomstopolis, DAnvime, Ueogr. Anc. 
>l.ii.p. 100. 


Ars-roum, p. 320.] — This city has been more generally written, Erz-roum, as by 


regards as tne site or me lenesiriai paraoise. x et me coin or a region so eievan 
which contains the springs of the Euphrates and the Araxes must be extreme 
the beauty of the spot be at all assisted by forest scenery ; Mr. Moeier has ob 
scarcity of wood, and Tournefobt says, that there is no fuel but pine wood, i 
brought two or three days journey, p. 259. Ars-roum was an early Christian h 
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sumingin it so many, that, with the destruction in the six previous days, swelled the total 
loss of lives to one hundred and forty thousand. In the thirteenth century it appears as the 
Abgykon ofMAKCo Polo. The city contained In Tournbfort’s time (1700) eighteen 
thousand Turks, six thousand Armenians, and four hundred Greeks. The Jesuits reckoned 
eight thousand Armenians, and one hundred families of the Greeks. The present popu- 
lation is estimated by Gaedanne at one hundred and thirty thousand, p. 21. In the 
former commerce of Asia Minor it was, “ le passage et le reposoir de toutes les marchan- 
“ dises des Indes.” Touenefoet describes the influence of the French ; and seems pleased 
that the Turks pay more regard to the recommendations of the King of France, than to 
thoseof the Mufti of Rome. 

Mama Khatoun^ p. s^oi near Mama Khatoun h suggested by Touenefoet 

as the scene of the great battle between Mitheibates and Pompey. 

P. 356.]— Gerecfeli is the Caras of the Romans. R. 

Canal from the Lake S’cSctaja, _p. 360.]— The ancient Kings of Bithynia had left un- 
finished a canal fi-om the Nicomedian ljake, the xaoAem Sabanja. The younger Puny, when 
Governor of the pronnce, recommended the undertaking to Teajan. Plin. Epist x. 46 . 
Tbaj an, in reply, desires Mm to take care that the lake be not exhausted b^ letting its 
waters into the sea. Ep. 51. Pliny, Epist. 69, suggests sufficient in answer to prove 
that this danger might be obviated ; though his project, however practicable or profitable, 
was never realized. Teajan’s Letter, 70. At the end of sixteen centuries it was 
revived by the Grand Vizir, Kupeigui. It was destined to communicate with other 
rivers, and to open a water carriage into fhe centre of those immense forests, which in 
every age have supplied the arsenals of Constantinople. But the project was sacrificed to 
a timely bribe offered by those whphad monopolized the conveyance of the timber by 
land; and Kufeioui, at the eve of the^ai^oroplishment, was deprived of the glory of 
fic«Bple!t^itewMchPWE_Y,,tia^ TmAJAs had projected in vain. .... .'n.. 
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APPENDIX, No. I. 

MONEY IN PERSIA. 


■(those in italics hate only a nominal existence. 

5 Dinars = 1 Gham. 

20 Dimirs = ■ 1 Bees tee. 

25 Dimrs = | Slial'iee. 

50 Dinars == 1 Sfmhee, 

500 Dinars == 10 SImhee = , | Groiish. ■ 

1,000 Dimirs = 20 Shaliee = 1 Groiisli^, 

1,250 Dinars =: 1 Eealf. , 


ACCOUNTS AES KEPT IS BmiBS AN» PIA$M;.|;s.) 

■ 2,500 Dimrs = 50 Skakee s= l Aslirefiee, 
iOj'OOO Dinars = 10 Piastres,,, 1 Toaiaiiii* 
B Skahee :^ 1 Slialiee|. 

4 Skahee = 1 Abassee, 

B Sliahee = 1 Rea! or Rupee §, ' 
100,000 Rupees = 1 Lack. 


This a|5pears the piastre in value. A , piastre is about shillings Britlsli.^'^ ^^Arerage exclmige 

«« Pcn'sia and India, one limiclred aiid thirty piastres for one.liundred rupees.’' 

f Coiitainicg: two mmah, six kehod oi silve.-'. ■ Kom of the coins that are struck in Persia hare iiny aUnyJ^ 

J The present shahee takes its name from tha sliahee .of the Seffis, hut has increased in value owing to the rise 
of silrer. They have bo coin of greater amo-ant than’ the^toir'a.mi, except it be' a very large piece tt’likh tiie King 
« has stTOck for the and inagnihcence of his own treasury, and, which iseqiialto one thciiskrad toiiiauns, or 

thousand piastres.’’ 

§ As there is some obscurity^ the whole passage'm-the original ksuhjoined'he^^^ ■ 

8 Shahee J 'Eeal or Bupee. 

' 4f Heals s= i Ditto,- 

-, gf, Heals =: i Ditto, ■ -- 

Sa 
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APPENDIX, No. II.™L 


ROUTES IN PERSIA. 

ITINERARY FROM BESHIRE TO SHIRAZ/' 
WITH THE POPULATION AND TEIBUTE. 



«3 

m 

% 

CS 

CS 



Ul 

0) 

cn 

i 

esS 

s? 



S 

■ ^ 



P 

a 

05 


w 

H 




w 

H 

S 

Bushiee to 




Seewund - - ~ 


170 



AlichangeeI - ^ 

150 

60 

900 

Kemeen - 

- 

1000 

700 

1000 

Ahmecli^Ii 

170 

_ 

. — 

1 Moeghaub » - 


1000, 

30.0' 

700, 

Sermel 

200 


— 

Deibeed - - - 


100 

60 



Eesevendee - - » “■ - 

100 

— 

, — 

Khone Khoeeeh 


— 

— 



Kliosh Aub « - - « - 

100 


. — . 

SuEMEK - - « 


[ 1000 


— 

Borazjoon - - ~ - 

2000 

260 

5600 

Abadeh ~ - 

- 

1000 

— 

— 

Daulakee » - ~ 

' 1000' 

600 


Shoolgistoun 

* 

■ 100^ 

— 



Khonae Tackta - - 

j 

— 



Yezbikhaust 

» 

600 

120: 

120 

Khiiht . - - - - - 

600' 

660 

66Q 

Maxhoud Beggy 

- 

— ' 

. — . 



Khaumaeidoe - 

500 

A- 

_ 

Komeshah - - ■ - 

- 

6000 

3000^ 

4000 

Herees - - « - - - 

1000 

150 

_ 

Mayar§ . . - - ~ 

- 

200^ 

100 

100 

Kauzeroon - - - - 

4000 

2500 

2500 

Ispahanek - - 

- 

150 

"40 

,40' 

Abdoui - - - - , - - 

800 

82'0 ■ 

— 

Ispahan « « - 


80,000 

70,000 

50,000 

Besht-e-aejun - > 

600 

160 

100 

■Gez - - - ~ « 


500 

400 

’ 300 

KHO.KB Eeniouh : * 

25 


. 

■Mouechekgurd - 

- 

300 

200 

■ 200 

Bagh Shah Cheeagh - 



_ 

Koheoub - ■«. 

« 

200 

200 

100 

Shiraz 

12,00(1 

) 

— , 

Kashan - - - - 


5000 

3500 

3500 

Zeegoon - - - - ~ 

lOOC 

r 160 

600 

Nusserabad - - 

- 

250 




M^rhabst gatjn - - 

' — . 

— 

— 

Koom - - - ^ 


3000 

2500 

1200:' 

Pteepolis - - - - - 

— 

— 

— 

Fool Dallauk - 




1 


In the plain are sixtj 1 
viliages; ' ^ « " — ' ~ - J 

— 

3500 

5000 

Kinae-a-gied"' » 
Teh'eean - ■ - 

- 

600 

12,000 


— 


The pop'ulation throughout is stated at five persons to a house. 

t This is the. tribute paid iu, produce. A Merwar is.' one hundred. ^Vi.<ih.mmn beliif se^eiipoimd'Si.- 
and a quarter English.; , 

J The places in small capital letters are the stages. 

§ Two roadsi one b)r OrQUm^? the other by hpahamh 



APPENDIX. 


APPENDIX, No. II.— 2. 

ITINERAHY FROM KOOM TO SURTAMIEH,^ 


20 0 6 Mudjd-abai 


SO 9 0 Baum 


A small village 


45 12 10 SaMsaiai 


5 Smtimik'' 


28 S 6 Khorremdmh 


In going from Komu^^^ fjie is 

left, wbicli goes more to tiie eastward. 
At three furswngs from K&om the cele- 
brated eiieliaiited, liiil, called GeddeM 
gelmez” i. e. who goes (md never rg*- 
is passed. Near Mudjd-abai^ 
crossed a small river riicttiiig east. 

At two fursun-gs from 'Mfiidjd-abai^ pass a 
fort called Turragnarem^ and some 
streams of ‘ water, and on the right a 
village. S&ma^ a considerable town, is 
live fur stings from Mludfi-abcd : two or 
three miles on the left, near Bmng^ saw 
a distant range of niountaiiis ’ to the 
covered with snow. 


150 150 SOO Six fursmgs from Baumg^' passed a round 
caravanserai called Jeeh, It Is situated 
at the entrance of hills, on leaving the 
plain of Baung. .After passing the liiils, 
descended into 'the large plain, in ivlsich 
Casviu is said to , be situated ; here 
are a iiiimber of sinall. villages. ■. Wind 
fresh from, the N.W. which is called. 
Baud Gagazgoon^. from a place of that 
name, from which quarter it blow^Sif 

15df- 150 ■ 200; ' B'ostanuk is in a very extensive plain, witli 
many villages and cultivation. The peo- 
ple talk Turkisli. 

'400 300 400 More /villages and more cnltivatipn tkaii 

before. .Tlirongli the ravine, . in which 
this village is sitiiated,' riiiis a smai! 


SnltanUh 


The Royal camp : halted eight miles from 

the camp. 


Extracted from Dr. Juxes's Journal of Mr. Manesty*$ route. 


f See n. 25-S 
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ITIKESARY FROM SUMANIEH TO BAGDAD, FROM »B. JUKES’s JOITSNAB. 


1 

CK 

Q 

s 


o 

in 


Houses. 

:ri 

C 

1 

tn 

£ 

§i 





Suitsmeh, 





8 

24 

2 

Koosliabad - - 




Biarehiiig west ftoni Stiltmiiek^ passed 
thioiigli moiiotaias* 

■ , s 

24 

24 

Beejmm - - - 

soo 

150 

150 

The road led across a plain ; passed a coii- 
siderabie village on t,lie plain. There is 
. a ruiiiiiog stream near Beejaem. 

11 

m 

3 

Jereem - - - 

150 

60 

40 

More villages. 

18 

54 

5 1 

Arpadurrasi - » 

250 

150 

100 

Crossed the bed of a river, after leaving 
Jereen. At two fimungs passed some 
defiles; and continued on an ascent all the 
rest of the march. Soon after Jereen, we 
cameiiito the country of the Karaguzioos. 

18 

4i 

4 ■ 

Surla » - - - 

BOO 

200 

200 

First part of the road was on a plain ; on 
the, right hand- were two or tliree villages. 
During the latter part of to-ciay''‘s march, 
saw the famous moimtain of Ahv^^nd, 

M 

6J 

5| 

HuhMdraheng 

2000 

600 

500 

Passed through the village Bumma, Many 
villages besides. 


2 

2 , 

- - 

150 

100 

100 

The country about here looks prosperous. 

20: 

■ 6 

5' 

J&tirmkm ' - ■ - 

La 

.rge 1 

^iilage 

The country cultivated, and villages. From 
the summit of a hill, had a view of the 
fertile plain of Hamadan, 


1 

1 

Mmmtdan - - 




Shemreen is a village three miles from 
Ham.adan. Hamadan, situated at the 
foot of the east side of the mountain of 
Aiumnd. Many^ streams fail from Ai- 
wwnd into the plain. Ahmmd appears at 
a distance to be one long range of moun- 
tains. I am assured, the length of Al- 
umnd Proper is not more than three/wr- 
mngs in length;, and is distinct from the 
■ northern range. Through the , interval 
• ' betwf'.eeii thes,e , two ranges, .leads . the .road,,., 
iQ KermamMh 











P 


c/i- 

^ 




P 

2 

& 




o 


i 

o 

C-i 


1 

12 

3 

S 

Zffgk/i » - , 

400 

300 

200 

1 

Many villages ail aroEiicI, 

i2 

3 

3 

Asadabad - - 

600 

500 

400 

One fursung from Zaglm came tci a puss ia 








ibe iBoyotaiii. Many streaiiis fror.i Ilic 








bills. There is a village one inik* •rttihiu 
the pass : and near to it, is a caravan- 








serai, wliieli is the bouiidarv ot liie ilis- 








triet of the Km'&gu::ifm» Our marcli 
then eontsiiiied for three niiies tiiroru'!! 







i 

the hills, and then opened fise ihiloviog 
view, plain of Ham adan to the card; 

to the Westward the plaiiii of .-haJubad:, 
sorronnded by the moimtaiiis and the 
village id Asadahad^ ccfiisidtrahly beiieatii 
us ; to the Nortljw'artl^ the ciislaut mtiuii- 
taiiis of the Courdistm ; and tci liie SohIIi- 
ward those of Loorkimi. From here to 
the plain, the descent was four miles* 

24 

6 

6 

Kungavar - 

1000 

800 

500 

This \dilage is situated on the north side of. 








its plain. 

18 

4| 

4| 

Sahna - - - 

400 

300^ 

300 

Pas,sed by one or two vi,llages : springs of 

1 




1 



water on the side of liie n,ioiintaii:i. Plain 
well 'watered. Near to flie vi'iiage of 





1 

j 


Sahna, we crossed two other eoiisiderable 
streams which seemed, to' descend friiiB. 


j 

1 


i 

' { 
i 




the hills that forni the N. side of the 
plain. 

16 

4 1 

4 

1 

Beesitoon - - i 

_ _ ■ 

1 

- H - 

From Sakmi two or three miles, oiir road 








led lip the p,iaiii; then it tGok a more 





1 

1 i 

1 1 

■ i 

so-Utheriy course. The streams of yester- 
day iiiiiiing, form a ccuisiderabie river, ■ 


i 


1 

1 , 1 


i 

1 

1 

and we kept by the banks of it all "day.. 
Near to the tanioiis- moiiiitain of Besiimm^ 


! 


} 



I 

we. crossed a bridge, over a river, that 
takes- its rise in the" N. W. iBOimtaios. o,E, 


i 

.! 





i 

1 

1 

, our Hvbt, , aoci joined, the river before 
m'mtio.ned, ' The river that runs down 







1 

this Va.ifoy is , called the Chm-eAma!^. 
fro 01 a v.’,du.ge of tlie.saiiie iiaaie. Here 
are eharair.ej*3' scuiptured, like, 'the Perse- 







j 

'■ poiitan. ,' 

m 

1 

j 


4 

1 ' 

i 

Hissar Sefeed ■ - 

i 

1 

- - : 

„ - ^ i 

Eoad overall 'iineiiltivated plain ; to the left ■ 
a small roiiiiing- st„reai,»„ ,T,lie river, , of 
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m 

Si 

i 

m 

S 

U 

S 

Pw 

tlours. 


Houses. 

Tomaims. 

Kherwars. 









yesterday seemed to take a more S« di- 
rection among tlie iiiomitains; and we 
lost it after leavittg the valley of Bust- 
toon. We saw Kermamhah^ and en- 
camped six miles from the towm 




■ Ke^mamhah - ■ - 




One hour and a half after leaving our en- 
campment^ crossed a good bridge of 
seven arches, over the river which was- 
running to the south, and said to Join 
those that run down the valley Kmis- 
toon^ to form the Shooster river. The 
Taiilc-e- Roust an is in the north range of 
mountains about seven miles from Ker- 
manskah. The river io the plain to the 
N. of the town runs south, and joining 
with that from Sahna and Besifoon^ adds 
its stream to the large Shooster river* 
They call this river Kara Sou: it is said 
to take its rise. in the mountain of Kour- 
distan, forty miles to the northward of 
Kermanshah. 

1 

14: ■ 

■ 8 

8 

MaheeiasM - - 

20 



Seven miles from Kermamhah descended 
into the plain of Maheedasiit. 

20 


5' 

'Hawombad - - 

100 

eo 

5 

Plain of Haroombad; is ’ivell watered* 
Crossed a bridge soon after quitting the 
village. The bed of the river large* 

18 


5 

Keirmd - - 

800 

200 

200 

The ttiouiitaiiis at Kernmd coiitmct, and 
leave an open space at the distance of 
seven miles further on; through which 
the road descends into the Turkish terri- 
tory* 


8 

7 

P&ohe-Zokatib - 



Piastres 

Seven miles from Kerrund is the pass that 
separates Persia from Turkey.— 
is a large town, not^ far distant from the 
■ bridge called Pool-e-Zohmh^ where W€' 

encamped. 

20 

4 

5 

Kasr-e-Shereen - 

Small 

Place« 


8000 

The Aiwund, which- takes its rise in the 
mountains of Kerrund^ runs near 

Shereen. 
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bo 

m 

2 

m 

O 


Houses. 

Tomauns. 

:n 

i-t 

as 

Q 


18 

5 


Khanakee 

2000 


8000 

Built on tlie banks of the Ahmmd : here is a 

good bridge^ 

18 

5 


Kizzil Rohat 

1500 


— 

And the revenues rented for t’lvelve 
sand five hundred and six piastres. 

17 

5 


Skakre-mn “ - 

1000 


20,000 


30 

8 


Bakoohak - - 

1 



— 

1 

The Alwund river here is very considerable. 

3& 

1 ^ 


1 

j Bagdad. 



i 

] 
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rSPAHAN TO BAGDAD. 






bjQ 


fcD 


§ 


a 

3 


m 




A 



1 

3 

AiiooshervaBo 

6 

^ ■ Imauret* 

4 

Chal 'Seealir 


Hlssar,. ■ 

e 

Diir, 

7 

Melirabad. 

; 7 

Dehhal;» 

7 

Par Sjeli* 

8 

Koukek. 

4 

Kenglmvera... 

4 

Khomeliee, ^ 





APPENDIX 


416 ,- 


APPENDIX, No. II.— 5. 


ROUTE EROM BUSHIRE TO CONGOON. 


So 

=J 

ps. 


Fursmigs. 


6 

Mir Abdullali. 

0 

Baudouleli. 

5 

Dell Raozee. 



6 j 

Kaiikee* 

5 

CoNGOON* 


APPENDIX, No. II.— 6. 


ROUTE PROM SHIRAZ TO BEHBAHAN. 


bO 

C 

cs 

1 


. 

a 

$ 

'B 


5 

Jooyoam. 

|, 

5 

Falikeyauii* 

4 

KJiolar. , 

4 ; 

Seraub Seeaii. 

3 

Dell All. 

3 

Baoslit 

S, 

Poiili Doiisack. 

8 

Dougoumbedaa™ 

■ 3 

■ Pottli Moiird* 

8 

Behbahan. 
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METEOROLOGICAL JOURNAL, 

KEPT AT EUSHIEE BY I)R. JUKES, JUNE 1807 . 


Day, 

Hour, 

Thermo- 

mettu'. 

Wind and Weather, 

1 

Day. 

Hour. 

£ 

-'j 

' 

Wind and W^eatker. 

June, 




June. 




5tli 

6 A. M. 

- „ 

Cool breeze from the land. 

18th 

5 A*M. 


Light N. wind ; hazy deriag 


1 Pa M, 

900 

N.W. 

, 

2 P. M. 

j 

89 

the mcuiiiiig, 

1 Fresh froia the N, W.^^^diir- 

6tli 

6 A. M. 


Haze* 




1 ing the evening. 


2 P. M. 

91 

Fresh N. W all the day.'^ 

19th 

5 A. M. 

' 84 

■ Rather fresh from the N. W, 

13th 

6 A. Me 

80 

Pleasant and more mode- 


4 P. M. 

90 

At night strong from the 




rate* 




N, W. 


2 P. M. 

84 

Evening hazy. 

20th 

5 A. M. 

83 

Fresh: at niglit fresher: 

14th 

0 A. M. 

80 

Very hazy. 


8 P* M. 

80 

since the N. W* begun on 

1 the ISth,, it lias consfaiitly 


1 P. M. 

84 

Light N. wind tliroiigli the 
diiv4 




j blown harder during the 
j night ; and somewhat liilkcl 
during t lie clay. This even- 

15 th 

5 A. M. 

80 

Light N, wind and very 
hazy. 



j 

ing extremely Imzy, and 
at suiisetg the sue .quite o!>- 


2 P. M. 

1 85 1 



j 

scirred.’l 

16th 

t> A. M. 

1 

80. 

Do, blowing rather fresh at 
at eiglit. 

2ist , 

5 A. M. 

4 P. M. 

88 i 
87 

Light N. air : fresh at 
night and exceediiigly 
hazy. 


2 P. M. 

86 






17th 

5 A. M. 

2 P. M. 

' 80 ' 

87 

' Pleasant N. breeze* ■ .Iii the 
eveoirig' but little wind, 
and at night warmer than! 
I have felt it for some 

22d 

' 28d 

6 A. M, 

8 P. M. 

5 A. Bf. 

83 , 
87 

84 

Do.: at sunset atmosphere 
clearer : night serene. 

Cahii^ and the wannest niorm 




time4 


1 


ing iu the season, light W. 


Strowg' N. W. from tlie 6th to the 13th, with, little or no intermission : great dost. 

,, ''f Water, mclonsj BiiiskmeloBS^^,, and figs hi season; and plenty of them. 

t The weather does not appear so hot as in former 'Seasoiis. 

I I have not remarked such a haae in former times. I have scarcely seen the mountains of Persia (i«ee the latte? 
end of May. 

aB ' 
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Day. 

Hour. 

O jj; 

Wind and Weather. 

Day. 

Hour. 

t 

O 

s s 

s tj 

Wind Faiid Weather. 

June. 











breeze cliiriog the day. The 

7th 

5 A. M. 

84^ 

South, light : night very 




island of Khari'ack dis- 


3 P. AI. 

95 

close. 98'^ ill the country. 




tiiictiy seen from the plain, 
and from Concord lodge/' 

8tli 

5 A. AL 

83 

North : land breeze coo! at 

24th 

5 A. M. 

83^ 

Light N, W. hazy. 




day “break. 


S P, ,M. 

87 


2 P. M, 

954 

Sun set very thick : sun 

25th' 

5 A. M. 

84 

Do. 




hazed. 


3 P. M. 

88 

At night, light breeze from 
the land. 

9th 

5 A. Al. 

2 P. AL 

91 

93i 

North; fresh. 

2etli 

6 A. M. 

84 

Warm iiiorning: hazy. 

loth 

5 A. Af. 

90 

North: pleasant; very hazy. 


3 P, M. 

89 



2 P. AI. 

93 

27th 

5 A, M* 

83 

Light N. W. 

11th 

5 A. AI. 

89 

North all day; at night. 


3 P. M. 

88 

Pleasant : cool breeze at night ! 
from the land. 


3 P. AI. 

; 931 

breeze from the land : very 
hazy. 

28th 

5 A, M. 
,2 PvM. 

83 

oi 

N. breeze. Extremely warm 
at night : breeze from the 

12th 

5 A. AI. 
3 P. AI. 

89 
94 ! 

N. light: very warm at night. 




southward. 

13th 

5 A. AL 

92 

S. light; great haze. Sun 

29th 

5 A. WL ' 
2 P, M. 

85 

92 

Calm, and very warm.f ' 


2 P. AL 

95 

seen only half an hour after 
it W'^as risen. 





14th 

'5 A. AI. 

89 

W. light; hazy, close, and 

July. 





2 P. AL 

m 

somewhat cloudy. ■ 

34 

5 A, M, 

85 

N. light ; very hazy morning. ' 





2 F. M. 

91 


15th 

'5 A. AI, 

m 

N. light ; great ■ haze : coo! 






2 P. AI. 

951' 

on account of the north 

4th 

5 A. M. 

84 

North : cool breeze from the 




breeze. 


3 P. M.. 

92 

land at day-break. 

16th 

5 A. Af. 

92 

North: hazy. 

5th 

5: A, M. 

85 

N. warm in the nioniing. 


3 P. AI. 

96 


2 P. M. 

94 


17th 

5 A. AL 

91 

North: sun set cloudy. Night 

6th 

5 A. M. 

85 

South ; ■ in the evening the 


2 P. AI. 

96 

close. 


, 3 P. M. 

95 

south W, sprung up. 






^ ,1 have seen it one or two days before in this, mouth, but IdoAiot recollect .to have seen it daring' the winter, or 
whenvtlieatmcsfhtu^e.iS'Very.eiear. '.:'-.''';^'--:.:'- 

t JS«s7iire ; grapes good and plentiful ^ musk and water melons, and %s. 

... S''.".-'-'--.-' 
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Meteoeological Journal, &c. 1807. (Continued.) 




O 

s S 


1 


s s 


.Da5^ 

Hour. 

! 2 

Wind and Weather. 

Day. i 

Hour. 

5 ^ 

Wind and Weatii-er. 

Jt'Jy. 




Aug. 



K. fresh. 

18 th 

5 A. M. 

2 p. m;. 


S. E. — diiriog the day S.W. i 

2d j 

5 A. m:. 

2 P.M. 

01^ 

96 



03, 

-Fleavy hew. 1 

1 


19tb 

5 A. M. 

3 F. M. 

B9 
06 1 

N. W. great dew at night. | 

3d 1 

5 A. M. i 

2 p. ai. 

90 

95 

N. fresh.. 

20f:h 

5 A. M. 

I 

90 : 

South; fresh ; hazy. AtMr.i 

5tli 

5 A. M. 

2 P. M. 

89 

94 

N. cooler ia the ciayj hut 
closer at 


3 P. M. 

96 

Bhuce’s house 100^5 veryj 






close. 

etb 

5 A. M. 

B9 

N. Atinos'phere clearer. 




1 

South ; oppressively hot. j 

2 F. M. 

95 

Blountaiiis visible. 

21st 

5 A. M. 

90 




3 P. M. 

m 

S. W. iresh. 

7tb 

5 A. M. 

2 P. M. 

89 

94 

North.' 

22d 

5 A. M. 

m 




2 P. M. 

■96 


8th 

5 A. M. 

88 

N. strong. Early at night 




S. W. These southerly winds 

2 P. M. 

93 

wind from the soiilli. 

23d 

5 A. M. 

89 




3 P. M. 

96 

are unusuaL 

9th 

5 A. Bf. 

88 

N. 'W. 




S. W. very hazy. 


2 P. BI. 

94 


24th 

5 A. M. 

89 





2 P. M. 

1 

96 

South West. 

10th 

1 5 A. M. 
i 2 P. M. 

1 

87 

95 

■ Nor III. 

25th 

5 A. M. 

88 


! 


2 P. M. 

95 


:j 11th 

: 5 A. M. 

87 

1 Rather south. 




S. W. 


^ 2 P. M. 

j 95 

j 

26th 

5 A. M. 

87 



i 

j 


2 P. M. 

95 


12th 

5 A. Bi. 

i 87 

i '3. 




s. w. 


^ 2 P. BI. 

1 94 

1 

27th 

5 A. M. 

87 



1 

\ 

2 P. M. 

95 


13th 

^ 5 A. M. 

88 

N. W.; estreinely hazy,. 






j2P.. M., 

. 94; 

1 , 

' ' 

28 th 

5 A. M. 

m 




'f- ■', ' ■: : ,■■■■'■■.■' 

1 N. ; at uight light E. breeze. 

2 P. M. 

96 


14tli 

I 5 A.- M, 


29th 

5 A. M. 
2 P. M. 

88 ■ 
m 

S. W. light; very close, and 
oppressive. 

15th 

1 2 P. Bf. 

i 5 A. -M. 
i 2 F. M. 

94 

86 

■94, 

! 

' S. diirini; the day. At uiglit 
eoo ar * hai. thr three raonths 

30tb 

; 5 A.M. 

m 

G' reater heat than yesterday. 



past. 

2 P. M. 

98 

Yet it Mew N. and we did 
not feel the heat so much. 

Ifiili 

I ' 

:.U A. M. 
■|2F..M. 

87 

94. 

S. W* grefdt dew at aiglif. 



Aug. 




1 17tL 

i| 5 A. M. 

88 

N. W. in tlie evinhw. BloiTi« 

1st 

, 5 A.'M. 

91 

North ; light fresh. ■ . 

2 F. BI. 

05 

ing caiiii; autl oppressive 
■ heat. 


2 P. M. 

9e5 


ll . ■ 

1 




3 H 2 


„i ' ' 
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Day. 

Hour.' 

Thermo- 

meter. 

Wind and Weather. 

Day. 

Hour. 

Thermo- 

meter. 

Wind and Weather. 

Aug-. 




Sept. 




19th 

5 A. M. 

DO” 

N. breeze. Nights cool aad 

3d 

5 A. M. 

86« 

S.W. Hazy. 


2 P. M. 

95 

pleasant. 


2 P. M. 

95 


20th 

5 A. m:. 

87 

N, W. hazy. 

4th 

5 A. M. 

8(1 

S. W. 


2 P„ M. 

93 


2P. M. 

93 


21 St 

5 A. M. 

84 

Cold Biomiiig. 

5th 

5 A. M. 

86 

s, w. 


2 P. M. 

03 



2 P. M. 

94 

; 

22d 

5 A* M. 

82 

N,' W. unusually cold for 

6 th! 

5 A, M. 

85 

1 


2 P. M. 

02 

the season, in the morning : 


2 P. M. 

94 ' 





saw the iiiountains.’ 

7tli 

5 A. M. 

84 - 


23d 

5 A. M. 

83 

Saw the mountains. 


2 P. M. 

95 



2 P. M. 

92 






24th 

5 A. M. 

84 

Colds becoming frequent, 

8th 

5 A. M. 
2 P. M. 

' 84 
95 

N. light winds. 


2 P, M. 

93 

from the cold nights. 







9th 

' 5 A. M. 

84 

West ; light ; very warm 

25th 

5 A. M. 

83 

S, 'Dew at night. 


2 F. M. 

95 


2 P. M. 

93 

10th 

5 A, M. 

88 

' N. W. ; light 

26th 

5 A. M. 

85' 

S. Heavy dew at night. 


2 P. M, 

95 



2 P. M. 

94 


11th 

5 A. M. 

83 


27th 

5 A. M. 

! 83 

S. W. ; very hazy and great 


2 F. M. 

94 



^ 2 P.M. 

i 93 

dew. 

12th 

5 A. M. 

85 


28th ■ 

5. A. M. 

82 1 

Evening and morning, thick 


2 P. M. 

95 



2.P.'M. 

02' 

ibg. During the day SJ 
breeze. 

13th 

■ 5 A. M. 

85 

,S. Evenhig cloudy. Op- 





2 P. M. 

95 

pressive heat. 

29th 

5 A. M. 

85' 

S. W. ' Oppressive day. 





. 

2 P.M. 

934 

14th 

5 A. M, 

86 

S,; a very unusual day at 






2 P. M. 

95' 

tills season. .Wind increased 

30tli 

5 A. M. 

87 

S. W. Warm and oppres- 


5 P. M. 

84 

from the S. during, the 


2 F. .M. 

94 

sive; hazy. ; 




moiiiiog, and blew hard 
til! two P. M. ; lulled quar- 
ter of an hour ; shifted to 

Sept. 







the N. ; blew very 'liard^: 

■Isl 

5 A. M, 

83 

South. 




with lightning and tliunider.' 


2 P. M. 

95 





Rain ; dull ; and at five 
F.' M. vast column of sand 


5 A. M. 

■ '85 

S.A¥. : Dew at night' 




from the E. .aanouncecl, a. 


2 P. M. 

04 




gale. The ■ tliermoineter 
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Day. 

Hour« 

k U 

J- '*r; 
ca V 
j=! S 

. i 

wind and Weather. ; 

1 

Day. 

Hour . 

i 

? 

i 

6 jjj 1 

""I 

Wind and Weather. 

Sept. ’ 




Sept. 

' '■ } 

1 






sunk eleven degrees. Raio, 1 

29th 

5 A.M. i 

80^1 

S. Light . 




tliiiriderj, and immense 
ligiitniiig. Night: pleasant 

30th 

2 P. M. 

90 j 





breeze during the night. 

5 A. M. 

80 

S. Close... 




■ from S. and E. 


2 P. M. 

9o 


15th 

5 A. M. 

2 P, M. 

83'=' 

92 

S. fresh ; cool and pleasant* 

Oct 

1st 

5 A. M. 

80 

Westerly ; thick fog and ex- 




2 P. M. 

90 

tremeiy wet. Groniid iii. 0 ist. 

16th 

5 A. M. 

m 

N. light 




like as with raia. 

1 


2 P. M. 

92 


2d 

5 A. M. 

79 

N. W. 

17th 

5 

83 

N. W. hazY. 


2 P.M. 

m ... 



2 P, M, 

92 


3d 

5 A. M. 

80 

N.W. 

19th 

5 A. M. 

84 

N. 


2 P. M. 

92 



2 P, M. 

92 


4th 

5 A. M. 

80 

N. fresh : comet, ciiie W* of 

20th 


83 

93 

i i 

N*' pleasant. 


2 P. M. 

90 

Biisliire, 7,F. M. 40® and 

5 A. AL 
2 P. M, 


50® above the horizon. . 

21st 

5 A. M. 

1 

83 : 

N, 

5th 

5 A. M. 

80 

N. fresh : inomilains clear* 


2 P. M. 

92 1 



2 P. M. 

9i 


22d 

5 A. M. 

83 ' 

N. 9 P. M. cool E. breeze. 

6th' 

5 A. M. 

81 

N, fresh . 

2 P. M. 

93 ' 



2 P. M. ■ 

92 


23d 

5 A. M. 

82 

N. 

7th 

5 A. M. i 

81 

N, fresh : light. 


2 P. M. 

93 



2 P. M, ' 

i 91 
j 


24th 

5 A. M. 

81 

N. fresh: moiiirtam clear: 

8th 

5 A. M. 

i 81 

S. light and warm,: coasi» 

2 P. M. 

93 

land wind. 


2 P, M. 

j 92 

derabie dew at night ■ 

25th 

6 A. M. 

82 : 

N. Fresh at night : hard from 

9th 

5 A. M. 

r 

; 81 

S. W. light Mmd-e-StiM., 


2 P.M. 

93 

theN.W. 


2 P. M. 

! 91 





N. W. More moderate.' 

10th 

5 A. B'f. 

^ so 

.W. in the day. 

26th 

5 A. M. 

85 

2 P. M. 

i 90.. 

1 : 

Suba^ and dew's. 


2P. M. 

93 




27th 

5 A. M. 

82 

N. Baai-e-Stihaf cool from 

nth 

o A. M. 

79 

Do. 

2 P.M. 

93 

the lEonntains. 


' 2 P. M. 

90 


28th 

5 A. M. 

80 

East. Cool. 

12th 

5 A. M. ' 

1 80 

S*E. cool breeze, 

2 P.M. 

92 



2 F.-M. ■ 

1 90 , 
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! 

i 

k 

5 o 1 






Day. 

Hour. 1 

S'l ! 

Winil and W eatlier. 

Day. 

' Hour. 

c 2 

lr¥iiid and lYeather. 


1 

H " 1 






Oct 




■ 

Oct. 




13lh 

5 A. IL 

7,9^ 

K. W. fresh and cold. 

. 21st 

5 A. M. 

74^ 

East and north. 


2 F. M, 

85 



2 P. M. 

85 


14th 

5 A. M. 

78 

cool and pleasant. 

32d 

5 .A. M. 

72 

North : east and west in tlie 


2 ?. m. 

85 



2 P. M, 

8(1 

iHoniing. 

ISlfa 

5 A. M. 

78 

N. pleasant. 

23d 

5 A. IL 

74 

E. Iiea?y cloiids and little 
rain. 


3 P. M. 

841 



2 P. M. 

86 

leth 

5 A. M. ' 

75 

N. hazj moiiiitaim. ■ 

24th 

5 A. M. 

76 ' 

East. Clowls ; heavy eloiids^ 


2 P. M. 

85 



5 P. M. 

86 

to the W. and thiinder : 




N. pleasant. 




warm. 

17th 

5 A. M. 

74 






2 P.M. 

84 


25th 

5 A. M. 

78 

N. fresh. 


1 

! 




2 P, M. 

85 


18th 

5- A. M» 

74 

East and north. 






2P^M« : 

84 


26th 

5 A. M. 

76 

N. fresh. Cloudy and plea- 






2 P. M. 

84 

sant 

19th 

5 A« M« 

78 

North. 






2 P. M. 

84 

1 

1 

27th 

5 A. Bl 

75 

N, 

20lh 

5 A„ 'M, 
2 P. M. 

78 

87 

East A. M.| then southerly 
and warmer. i 

28th 

- - 


Went a hunting to tlie i2tii 
November. 
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KEPT AT BUSHISE, NOVEMBES, 


©ay. 

Hour, 

O jj; 

S o 
So 

i 

1 

Wind and Weatlier, 1 

Bay. 

1 

i 

Hour, f 

2 ^ 1 



a 


1 

i 

i 

L 

Nov. 




Nov. 

1 

I 

1 

1 

2d 

6 A. M. 

69^ 

S. E. light clouds from the 

8tii 

6 A. m, i 

68"^! 




S- 1 


1 

i 



12 

84 

Clouds still rising. I 


12 j 

75 


10 P. M. 

11 

Sky wild. Foxes tails: aul 


10 P. M. ’ 

76 




extraordinary halo round ’ 
the moon: sultry. 

9th 

7 A. M, 

78 

3d 

6 A. M. 

70 

S. E. clouds all over, but 


12 

81) ' 


12 

84 

light. Very sultry, and 





wind hot, though not clam- 
my. 


11 P. M. 

78 


10 P. M. 

80 


loth 

'7 A.AI. 

78 

4t!i 

6 A. M. 

74 

S. E. clouds all over; haze; 


1.2 

80 . 


12 

84 

wiiid light in the morning, 


10 P M 





hut increased very strong 







at noon. 

11th 

7 A.M. 1 

! 78 


10 P. M. 

81 

Fell ill the evening very 


12 i 

! 8S 




heavy: clouds, in. the N. 
W. with a little lightniog. 


11 P. M, 

, 79 

i 




Caini. 


I 

i 


5th 

6 A. M. 

65 

N. E. ikt about three this 


1 


12 

76 1 

inoraing it blew a furious | 





10 P.-AL 

77 

gale from the N. E. andj 
W. with iiiueli. thunder andj 
lightning. The rain- .fell at I 
about half past four, :and ! 







the wind subsided; It .pro-'i 
cliiced a charming coolness i 
in the ^ air. At 12 wind ' 

12th 

12 Noon. 

76 

.'I 




East. 


10 P. M. 

74 1 

eth 

6 A. V. 

74 

W. clear sky, fresh and cold. 






Fell, ill, and could not ob- 







serve. 

13th 

eA.M. 

G7 

7th 


*. im 

Very clear weather: Malih 


1 P. M. 

73 




Peaky and: inouatains, seen 





remarkably plain. 


HP. M. 

70 


1S08. 


Wind and Weather^ 


CaliHj and ratlier liazy : liglit 
clouds. 


F resli iiiglit, 

Soiitlieiiy. Clouds all over, 
■witli appearance of rain. 

'¥ery sultry. 

Clear ^ sky, and a pleas'aBt 
everiiRg, 

CaliiL Fine clear aioniing, 
Siiilry clay. 


Soutfierly, Sultry: cloudy to 
tlic liortb, ami at siiii-sef 
large clouds over IMiM 
Peak emitting miicli light* 
idiig. At about 7 P. It 
blew fresh from the cioiiiis, 
and at about ten oViock in 
the incrirlng a, most violent 
storm of thiiiicler anc! liglit- 
jtiiiig from the N, W. wilh 
iBiicIi raiii*^ 

W. very irc&li. Still many 
elmids, 

K. W, clear evening; at sun- 
set the sky looked rainy 
wiili clcsiiil-. ah over. 

K, beautiful dear weather^ 
iTiid eolci 

N, 

N. line dear iiiglit; cold; 
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Day. 

Hour. 

o » 

s a 

o o 

Wind and;J¥eather. 

Day. 

Hour. 

Thermo- 

meter. 

Wind and Weather. 

Nov. 



slept with a blanket and 

Nov. 

22d 

7 A. M. 

65® 

N. W. cold and bracing. 




coverlid. 


12 

, 74 

N. W. warmer. 

14th 

6 A. M. 

64° 

N. fine clear rveatber: saw 


11 P. M, 

67 





the first snows on the N, E. 
inoiiiitains. 

23d 

7 A. BL 

68 

N. W. calm weather. 


12 

71 

N. W. 


11 P: M. 

67 

N. W, light breeze. 


11 P. M. 

72 

Clear weather. 

24th 

6 A. Bl. 

63 

S. W. very cloudy, and ap- 

15th 

6 A. M. 

64 

N. W. delightful morning, 
fresh and pleasant. 


12 

10 P. Bf. 

75 

73 

pearance of rain. Clouds 
gathered at sun- set in the 
N. W, quarter. 


12 

72 

Some few^ clouds at the close 






11 P. M. 

7S 

of the evening. The night 

25tli 

6 A. M. 

70 

S. E. morning very thick, 
and lightning in N. W. 




quite clear. The stars shin- 


1 P. M. 

67 




ii2g with peculiar brilliancy: 
Orion, Arcturus, and the 
Pleiades quite splendid. 

26th 

10 P. M. 

6 A. M. 

68 

Clouds all over portending 
storm and wind : N. breeze. 

36th 

6 A. M. 


67 

S. E, blew very fresh in the 

65 

Calm. Fine morning. 


12 

73 

night from tlie N. E. and 


11 P. M. 

75 

Light "airs. Warm. 




N* W. with rain and occa- 
sional thunder: in the morn- 

17th 

6 A.M. 

' 67 

Light airs, and calms. 




ing blew fresh, and maiiv 
clouds. N. W, 


12 P. M, 

75 

Cloudy. 


10 P. M. 

67 

N. W. 

18th 

6 A.M. 

i 1 

68 

Warm and pleasant. 

27th 

7 A. M. 

'63 

N. W. very- cold; slept with 


:i2 ^ 

:77 

S. if any thing, cloudy. 




tw^o .blankets. 


11>F.M.. 

:'74'; 

Wind hot, and strong ;■ ap- 


11 P. M. 

65, 

Ditto. 


, 


pearances of a southerly 

wind. 

28th 

6 A. M. 

60 

S, 

19th 

6 A.M. 

67, 

N, very light breeze. 


IJ A.M. 

66 

S. W, and shifting about 


12' 

76 

W. in the evening much ap- 


11 P. M. 

67 

S. W. clouds all over, and 

1 

11 P. M. 

76 

pearances of blowing, and 
many clouds. 

29th 

6 A. M. 

60 

appearances of rain. 

Snow^ seen very pkiu. ■ 

20th 

§ A. M. 

67 

' N.iine clear morning. 


2 P. M. 

m 


,1 P.M., 

75 

Light' breeze. ■ ■ 


10 P. M. 

67, 

S. W, 

21st 

*7A.M. 

'■'67 ' 

N. W. fresh : night cold, but 

^30^h 

7 A. M. 

64 

Southerly. Clouds ali over : ■ 


12 


very clear. 




at., sun-set a, cloud covered 
' Saliis' Peak: : at , night 


74 

N. W. 




■" .'"Clouds rising from, the ^ 
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Day. 

Hour. 

« 

O 

S P 
|| 

Wind and Vreatlier. 

Bay. 

Hour. 

o • 

£ £ j 

W^iid and W^eather, 

Dec. 




Bee. 




1st 

7 A. M. 

64^ 

Westerly. Calm and serene. 

loth 

7 A.M. 

69^1 

N. IV, strong. Cold : haze. 


2 P. M. 
11 F. xM. 

73 

70 

i 

1 

s 


1 P. M. 

■70' 

Coiitiooed to blow fresh. 






11 P. M. 

67 


2d 

7'A«M. 

6^ 

Easter!}'. Fresli from the 








Eioiaitains. 

lith 

7 A.M. 

61 

Cold liiorriiiig. 


2 P. M. 

73 

S, at noon, tine weather. 


2 P. M. 

69 

S. W. very light. 


11 IK IL 

70 

S. night clearer: light clouds, 
eveoiiio* hot. 

^ 12th 

G A. M. 

61 

Cold, 






2 P. M. 

66 

N. W. iigiit., 

Sd 

7 A. M. 

65 

East Light breeze. - 


11 P.M. 

■ 64'^^ 



2 P. M. 

'7S' 

Westerly at noon ; warm day. 




Ea st. Fine inornirig. ^ - ■ H aze 
over the nioiiiitains. 


11 P. M. 

70 

; 

Wami : evening pleasant. 

13th 

7 A. M. 

60 

4t!!i 

7 A. M. 

66 ■ 

East. 


11 P. M. 

65 



2 P. M. 

70 

' 

S, W. strong at 10 o'clock: 
heavy clouds. 

14th 

7 A. M. 
1 P. M. 

59 

65 

Northerly. Very fine clear 
weatlier, and cold,® 


11 P. M. 

74 

Clouds 111 the evening: ga- 






" i 


thered io the iioithward, 
dispersed wdth a. iigiit squall 

15th 

7 A. M. 

59 

Clear weather. 


i ; 


and lightning. Clouds irorn 
the southward at eleven at 


11 P. M. 

I 

63 

S. 'W, sprung iip, with a haze 




night. , 


1 


illl U%v£« 

5th 

j 

: 

7 A. M. 
2 P. M. 

1 70 
73 

S. a light squall at night: 
moriiiog cloudy, but clear- 
ed up after. 

17th 

9 A. Bl. : 

65 

yllieiiung'fe, — S. W. . Great 
clouds in the evening por- 
tesidiiig storm: during, th^- 
clay very warm. 

6th 

7 A.M. 

65 

N. line clear weather. ■ ' ' 

IDth 

6A. BL 

65 

S. pleasant; day. Great liazev 


2 P.M. 

70 



2 IK BL ^ 

76 1 

! 

and the mountains just 
looniing, , ■ 


11 P. M. 

68 



1 

• i 

i 







11 P. M. 1 

.. 60 j 

,"A cliarmiiig breeze. , , , 

7th 

7 A. M. 

. 64 

E. in the inorniog, wind from 




-line clear Eioraiiig,v 

•2 P. M. 

70 ■ 

the land ; delightful clear ' 

20th 

7 A. M. 

54,. 


11 P. M. 

m 

weather. . 


] 

. j 


M.QrmJoo'B... 

8th 

7 A.M. 

64 

N. rather eaiiB. 

21st 

8 A.M. 

57 



11 P.M. 

72 

A most charining moon light. 


1 P. M. 

'66 

Dead calm under the nioiiri- 







taiii : hot wind spriiog iip^ 

8th 

7 A. M. 

■74 

Calm. A warm day. Very 




and ciuied up books, paper 

11 P. M. 

72 

tine suii-rise and sun-set. 




and Ivory iiistriimeate. 


3 I 
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Day. 

Hour. 

' 2 
£3 a) 

Wind and Weather. 

Day. 

Hour, 

Thermo- 

meter. 

Wind and Weather. 

Dec. 




Dec. 




22(1 


51'^ 

Daulakee.— This place, si- 

27th 

7 A. M. 

39^ 

Very cold: fires in our tents,. 




tuated under the mountains. 




Great coats. 




is reckoned hotter than 
Bomzjoon. 


2 P. M. 

44 

Besht-e-arjun . — West. Very 
cold: snow in the moiin- 

23(1 

6 A. M. 

51 

Mkisht. — S. cloudy all over. 




taiiis, falling from very 
thick clouds a little on the 


12 

61 ^ 

Khammuridge. — Latitude 




plain. 




by meridional observation. 






8 A. Bl. 


29^. 55^ 

Fine clear night. Orion more 

28th 

7 P. M. 

34 

West. Worsted stockiiig.s 
and three blankets. 


56 







beautiful than ever. 





24th 

6 A.M. 

44 

Wind from the E. %'ery cold. 

29th 

7 P.M. 

30 

Rhone Zeniomi . — -Freez ing 
in the tents with a fire iii 


9 F. B!. 

54 

Kauztroon. — Clear and beau- 




them. 




tiful weather. ■ 


2P. M. 

47 

Bagh shah Cheraglu — West. 

25th 





Snow fell, and water strong^. 

6 A .BL 

^ 42 

1 \ , 




j ly frozen. 

26th 

6 A.Bl/ 

40 ' 

E. cold. 






8 P. M. 

1 56 

Vale of AhdotiL , 1 

30tb 

2 P. M. 

45 

Shiraz , — Fine clear iveatlier. 


a p. Bf. 

45 

Light clouds. 



1 

j 



INDEX. 


A. 

AbJDEH^ village of, p. 150 

Abbas, Shah, p. 163. 165, 166. 168. 115. 180. SIS. S67, 
268, 269. 211. 287. 290 

Abbas Mxrza, the Heir Apparent of Persia, p. 109. 
241, 242. 252. 266— character and anecdotes, p. 
219-84. 303. SOI. 366 
Jbdotd, valley of, p. 93 

Abdub Assiz (Saood ibn Abdoob Uzzeee) chief of the 
Wahahees^ p. 222 

Abboela Aga, Mimelim of Bussorah^ p. 12 
Abbulba Aga, a rebel Courd. p. 310. 315 
Abbulla Khan, pro-JHekmafider^f. 122 
Abdulla Resoul, Sheik of Bushire^ p. 10, 11, 12 — 
history of, p. 15^ — 28 
Mhar^ town of, p. 256 

Jderkig'ian^ silver mines, p. ,238— boundaries enlarged, 
p. 266 — revenue, p. ,284' 

Adminisiration of the provinces of Persia, p. 49 — of 
the districts, p. 235 — offices sold, p. 231 
Adventure at Pe&i Dallmik^ p. 181— at Alwar^ p. SIS 
p. 33. 50. 153. 155. 168 
p. 240 ■ 

a Tartar title, p. 235 ' 

Aga Besheer, the Queen’s chief ' eunuch, p. 104. 
118 

Aga Kewal^ village of, p. 116 
,Aga Eham, p. ,148 , ■ 

Aga Mahomed Khan, King of Persia, p. 181« 211. 214. 
S18.22L 238,239. 242. 261. 290 


village of, p. 305 

' Agateh^ Turkish measure, p» SOS 
Agateh degnis, Sea of Trees,” p. 359 
river of, p. 293 

Agriculture, at Bmhire, p. 60. 18— in AderUglm^ p 
300-1 — in Asia Minor, p. 331, 332. 334. 339 
Agri dagli or Ararat^ p. 306 
Ahmadiek^ village of, p. 16 
JIc Caleh, p. 326. 330 
Ala daghy mountains near Biadiny p. 311 
Alboresy mountains near Teheran^ p. ill. 183. 2275 
228 

AU €api gate, at Ispahan, p. 168 
Alickangee, village of, p, 1 1 

Ali Mirza, Prince of SMraz^ — See Hosseis Am 

MiazA 

Ali Shah, village near Tabriz, p. 293 
AH Shah, ark of,, at Tabriz, p. 218 
ATimrd^ Khan, bridge of, p . 2 1 3 . 2 68 
Alwar, adventure with the Aga ol^ p. 318 . 

Amasia, approaches to, p. 341— chamtos in the rock, 

. p. 348 — people, 349 
\ Amee7mbad, p. 154 

'[ Aineen-ed-DmM, p. 185. 190. 195, 196. 199. 201, 204, 

205.211.213.239.260,251 

Animals (of the DasMMm) p. 62-1— combats, of, p . 1 10, 

120.. 209 

Antelope, eyes of the, p. 369 

Aqueducts, ancient, at Shapimr, p. 86— at Pcr^epAk-, 

■ p. 131. 135' . 

Jrabak, wheeled carl, p. 300, 3i5« 326 

3l2 
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Arab tribes on tiie coast of Persia,. 16, 50—at 
SlmasteTj p. 232— “tiirouglioiit the .kiiigclom, p. 240— 
pirates, p. STi 

Ararat, moimtm.n of, p. 306. 308. 315 
“ Arctoinijs"^ of Linnaeus, p. 260 

Araa'es^ riyer,, now tlie Bend-emir ^ p. 124— aEOtiier, 
^ now tlie Arrm^ p. 317 
Ark^ fortified palace, p. 20'T. 225. 259 
Armaglmneh^ villag'e of, p. 262 

.ArcliecI roofs Berees^ p. S5— -at p. 131— at 

3IesjM Miidre Suiemian^ p. 146 
Anneniaii clergy in Ispahan^ f. 161— cliiirclies 
p. 16S — merchant, p. 225 — people at Arz^^rmmi^ p. 
322 — inscription, p, 329 
Arrian, p. 146 
JrHmgan^ p. 332 , 
t/iriijali, cape, p. 3 ■ 

“ Arz-heg^" lord of rei|i!esls, p. 69. 76 
Jrz-rmim, p. 320 — ancient and present state, p. 322 
Ash:reff, the second Jffgkim king,p. 168. 115 
town of, p. 2,8S ■ 

Asktoia^ island of, p. 4 

Asher. Khan, Persian Embassador in Paris, p. 334 ' ■ 
Asparagus, wild, p. 330' 

Asses Ears,” points of land, p. 9 
Asterahiiif f. 2BB 

Astrology of^mhire^ p. 69. 73 — of Tabriz^ p. 201 
Atesh Gmiif .TM 
Attabek Sha,h, p. 1:02 
Juk-kendr village of, p. 264 

B 

MaeksMshA vails, p . 32S 
Bagh Shall Ckeragh^ p. 97 
Baghwarder^ latitiido near it, p. 152 
Bukram-, fort of Ki,og, p.' 150 
Ba}i7'eifr. p. 52, 53. 62 ' „ ' 

Z>Vi!fer/, district of, p. 331, .. 

Bairam Ai.i Khan Cabjar, p. iOO. 108. 123 

feast of the, p. 40 — Co'tbmt Bairani^ p. 154 
BakiavanA cake of honey, paste, &c. p. 324 
■Sakmbih p« '^84 • 

Bskleglan, lake of, p. 124 

Bakfiar tribe, p. 240. 242 — ^Imdy guard of the Prince 
at Shirazj p. 110 — moiHitains, p. 160 
BaicmmhA eiistomary present to an embassador, 
p. 35 

Bukuckes^ from. Crotches to Cape p, 5. 49, 50 

Ikdeifchesian^f. 49 


Bmhg\ cape, p. 50 

Barley, p. 262. 266— open to the King’s people, p. 25o 
I l?/ir ? iI« 7/5 the, p. 7 
iBapazfik city of, p. 306 
Ba^^rack. p. 350 

Bazars of BmMri% p. 57— of Shiraz, p. i02-~of Ispa.^ 

hmi, p. ,170 

.Beards in Persia, p. 166 — dyed, p. 231— process of 
(lying, p. 247 
Sebekan^ city of, p, 49 

\ Beglerbegs, p. 49 — 'See p. 235— of Ispahan, p. 160. !62» 
172 

Benak, spice plant, p. 92 

Bendemir, river, ancient p. 5!- — ^course of, p. 

124 

Benies, p. 6r ' 

Ben Gieui, [of the Muphrates, see map] of the Jncres:,. 
p. 317. 326 

Bls'gOMsIh mouiitaiiis of, p. 270 

B-eacker,., Lieutenant, p. 2 

Blanket, Admiral, p. 33 

Body-Guard, of the King, p. 243 

Bokharaf blue beards in, p. 247 — 'Si,lver from, p. 93S 

Boil, p. 357 — forest of, p. 358 

Bombm/, departure from, p. 2 

Bombm'eek, cape and rock of, p. 6 

Boots ill Persia, p. 246 

villages of, p.. 76 
Bosnia, native of, p, 324. 340 

Bottle of siigarcaiidy broken before the Envoy’s horse, 
p. 84. 97.124 

Bridges at /sjMlffi??., p. 162. 213 

Broad cloth, excellence of English, p. 355» 

Brodies from MIonze to Cape Jasqtm, pf 5, 

Bruce, Mr, Assistant Resident at BasMrc, p. 10, 1 1. 32,. 
33. 37. 51,52. 69.206, 218— sent to India, p, 219. 
240 

Buflalo:.s, p. 359 

Bullion, price of in Persia, p., 238 . . 

BwA-emir Timoor, p. 124— p. 177— at 
p. 213 

Boonafarte, Treaty with Persia, p. 216— condo ct of 
the Persians, p. 251 — his hospital at Maiia, p. 368 
BusJieab, island of, or Kkoshmb, p. 7— pearls on the 
•shoal, p. 53. 

BiisMre, arrival in the roads, p, 10— lamling In Persia, 
p. 1:. — militia of, p. IS— history of the Sheik of, 
chap. ii. p. 15-28 — description of Ihe town, p. 56“8 
Bustard, p. 61. ' . 
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Busthn^ capcj mine and fort at^ p. 51 ' 

C 

Cadjar, dynasty of, p. 150~tr*ibe of, p. 2Al 
Campbell, Mr. Sergeon to tlie Mission, p. 2 
Captives among the Turcomans, p. 2S9 
Cara-aineh, village of, p. 303 
Cara-kissar, beautiful scenery, p. 334 
Ciiraja, p, 332 
Carajalar, p. 354 
Carajol, p. 354 
Caravanserai, p. 81, at Tezdikimust, p. 153 — ^at 
Maxkood p. 154 — at Ma^ar, p. 15T' — at Gez, 

1 T 5~at Saidabad, p.. 2T2 
Carpets, Persian, p. 166 
Caspian sea, p. 290 — ships on,p. 281 
Casein, city of, p. 253-4 
Catabee, Persian dress, p. 99. 245 
Causeway (of Shah Abbas), p. 287, 358, 360 
Cavalcade, on the journey to Teheran, p. 69-70 
pearl of, p. 53 
Chahar Bagh, p» 162. 170 
Chairs at Ispahan like those of PersepoUs, p. 162 
Ghappan Oglu, p. 341. 346 
Chappemy inroads of the Turcomans, p. 289 
Chaedin, p. 126. 129. 168, 169, 170-1.206.230,243. 
277 

Charts, errors in the, Persian Gulph, HeatheejP. 7 — 
Macclfee, p.9. 373 
Charwarder,''^ chief Muleteer, p.70 
“ Chatters,^'' running footmen, p. 37. 69. 212. 246 
Chedmghee, tribe of, p. 26S 
■ ClieMl-minar, (PersepoMs), p. 129 
ChehU-sUoon i^tlspahan, p. 164 
Chehii-ien at Shiraz, p. 105 
Chenas, story of Sheik, p. 105 
tree, p. 104, &c. ' 

Cherries in Asia Minor, p. 335. 338. 344 
Chfflik, fySSO 

couriers, p. 64. IS! 

Cliorhald' soup, p. 324 , 

Cliristians, tombs of ancient, p. 399. 357— retreats of, 
p. 240. 243 

Cheysostom, St. p. 349 .. 

CAM5flr,town of, coast of p. 5 . .1 

Climates various in Persia, p. 49 — of Bm}iire,p* 61-^of 
Teheran, p. 227-9 — see Appendix 
Coals, in 23! 

CoAEEs Mr.fdles at p.4^ 


mountain ef, p. 267 
Coinage in Persia, p. 23S 
Comana Pontiea, p. 343 
CmtehasT long trays, p. .1.16 
Congo&n, town and Sheik of, p. 7. 3« 49”““pearl feaiikf 
p.55 

Comtaniinople , splendour of the scene, p. S6‘l 
Cookery of the Turcomara, p. 289 
Copper, trade in, at Tecai, p. 345 
Corbalyf* 124 

Carban Bairam, feast of, p. 154 
CoEBETi:, Capt. H. M. S. Nereiie, p. 2. i l 
Cormorants on trees, p. 64 
Cotton at IlalUla, p. 59*— in Persia, 231 
CoIm/, p. 76 

Court of Persia, ceremonies of, p. 2S6 
Cow dung as fuel, p. 251. 272 
Cranes, p. 305 . 

Ciidc inscription at ResMre, p. 59— ati?£y, p. 233— at 
Sultanieh, p. ^38 — on the bridge over the Mizz/Iazm^ 
p. 267 — -at Mama Khaimm, p. 328 — at Arz«rmm^ 

p. 322 

Curdistm robbers, p. SOS. 307. 310. 312. 31,5. 326, 32T. 

330 

Currimabad, ancient Cerbmm, p. 233 
Cypresses at Shiraz, p, 103, 104' 

Cyrus? tomb of, p. 145 

D 

Danish establisliment in the Giiipli of Persia, p. SI 

Darabgkerd, note, p. 124 

Bashlistan, p. 16. 48. 76-7 

Basil, district of, p. 39. 51 

Baulakee, p. 77 , 78. 82. 1 60 

Davis,, Capt. George, ,H» M. S» Sapphire, p» 2. 44. 64 

Beerogha, p. 82 ■ 

Behnar, p. 179 
Behsis, p. 261 
Beibeed, p. 1 47 

BelMs of the T'lirkish army, p. 325. 327.,, 353-1 
BeUbaba, village of, p. 315 

Bemawend, mountain ' of, p,. 177* 1S3. 231— -fables cott* 

. nected with it, p. 232 
Bereea Kiitzmmr the' Caspian,, p. 2m ^ 

Berm, town of, p. 84', 85 
Beregah, capital of the IFahabees, p. 222 
iBereeishes, p. $2 (Talamasii, as a Dervekiif p» 33) 
7 82.104': 
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Bewm Khmeh at p. 108 — at Ispahan^ p. 166 — 

at Teheran, p.'I88 — slI Sultmieli, p. 260 
BJierna,'^ see BOte/p. 33 
Biadin, town of, |). 309. 329 

Diplomacy of Perskj p. 198-201— publicity of, p. 216 
Biu^ Portuguese colours on the fort of, p. 2 
Divers in the Pearl Fishery, p. 54 
Division of time in Persia, p. 41 
DocMef^ mountain, p. 93 
Dog of the BaUuches, p. bQ—Kojla Bog, p. 64 
‘‘ Pogoosheld' slit cap, p. 150 
Do/maJi,” p. 324 

Dome of the mosque at SuUanieh, p. 258 — domed build- 
ings, p. 219 

■Dress of Persia, p. 243-8 
Bimgflsree” Imen cloth, p. 26 
guard house,, p.. 34 6. 351 

Dutch painters in the service of Shah Abbas, p. 168 
Duties of customs, p. 29T 
Dwarf wrestlers at Shiraz, p. 1 19 

E 

Earthquakes at Casvin., p. 254^ — at Tabriz, p. 211, 218 — 
at Tasouj, p. 291 
ilefe” or tribes, p. 288 
jEfejidi, p. 20 

Egmaun, port of, p. 44- 313 

Elauts, encampments of, p. IT. 231. 262. 301. 304. 308 
— reception in their tents, p. 308-9 
Eikhee chee,” master of the mares, p. 304 
Ehist Aga,. Governor of Arz-roum, p. S23-— ereated a 
Pacha, 332 

English letter from a Persian, p. 31 — compare, p. 
203 

'Entertainments given to the Envoy by the new gover- 
nor of Sushire, p. 13' — at Shiraz, by the Minister, 
p. 111-6 — by Mehm.andary^ p. 118 — ^at Ispahan, by 

the Begkrbeg, p. 112 — at Teheran, by the Prime 
Minister, p< 194 — by the King, 201 — at Tabriz, by 
■the son of the Minister, p. 285 — at Arz-romi, by the 
■Governor, p. 323— -at Cerq;<5£, by the^g^, p. 333 ' 
■Etiquettes of Persia, p. 285 

Euphrates, sources of, p. SOe^aastern river, p^. 309, 

^■Ihropean dress and discipline ' introduced into Persia, 
p. 30. 32. 108. 184. 188.201 
.Excavated rocks, p. 34 0, ‘‘43 ' ' ; :■ : 

Executioner, chief, see Nmakehee Bmheu-" - ': 

Extoriioa of the Berveishes, p. 32 


F 

Failee tribe, p. 240-2 

Faltir, p. 194 

** Fair' in p. 229 

Farz or Farsisian, p. 7. 49 — administration of, p. 110— 
frontier, p. 153 

Fasa, Bolouk and city of, p. 233 

Fatme, tomb of, at Koom, p, 180 — sister of Hosseik, 

p. 195 

Fauces Hyrcanice ? p. 281 
Female household at Teheran, p. 225 
Ferdousi, p. 186 
Ferosh Bashee, p. 68. 10 

Ferrajoula Kha'n, NasaJcchee Bashee of the King, 
p. 204. 201. 261 

Filial respect m the East, see p. Ill — see at Tabriz, 

p. 286 

I Fire-altar, p. 121 

j Fire temple near Persepolis, p, 128— at Mesjld Madre 

\ Suleiman, p. 146 

Fire-works at Shiraz, p. 113 — at Ispahan, p. 112 — at 
Teheran, p. 201 . 210 
Fire-eater at Shiraz, p. 112 
Firman of Persia, p. 231 
Firouzabad, ruins of, p. 234 

Fleet of the Imaum of Muscat, p. 1, 8 — of the Joasmee 
pirates, p. 44 
Fly-flap,p. 126 
Fox, white, at Bushire, p. 64 
Frangistoun,’^’ Europe, p. 193. 253 
Frat, see Euphrates 

Frenchman passing for a Berreish, p. 33 
French in Persia, p. 10. 30. 42. 190. 123. 212— French 
■ treaty, p. 216— dismissed fronr Persia, p. 218. 220 
Fruit at BusMre, p. 61— at Teheran, p. 230 
Fursung, p. Ill, &c. — see p. 149 

G 

Galen, authority of, in Persia, p. 230 

Galley, Mr. Resident at Bushire, p. 50 

Gardanne, General, p. 42. 219, 220 

Gardens in Persia ; Bi . Kauzeroon, p. 92*— at Shiraz, 

p. 105, ^c. 

Gate of the palace, business transacted at, p. 21 6 
Gauzir’seng, town near Teheran, p. 251-2 
Genoese, works of the, p. 352 
Geredeh,^. 356 

Germania, Kermania, or Carmania, p. 49 
Ger3wesird^'p. 49 — ^again, p. 210- 
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Geromtan^ mouiitaliis of, p. 264 
Ge%^ near Ispahan^ p. 174 
GMIm^ silk of, p. 231— language of, p. 288 
Giaours^ works of the, at Arz^roum^ p, 322 — again, 
p. 337 

“ ornaineiit of rank, p. 208 

GirM^ game of, p. 77 

Gomhroon, ( Bender- Jbmsapf p. 31), p. 51 
Goudar^ tribe of, p. 288 

“ Goulams^'^' slaves of the King’s body guard, p. 243 
Gomh Kkoneh at Ispahan^ p. 172 
Grads i Arab vessels, p. 8 
Grampus, possibly the whale of Aerian,p. 50 
Grass, common property in Persia, p. 339 
Greek church at ^drz-roum, p. 322 — -inscription at 
NaksM Rustam, &c. 

Guadel^ cape and town, p. 4. 50 
GuedreaMd, p. 177 
Guekres in Persia,, p. 234 
GuUstan^ p. 213 ' 

Glim Tragacantli, p. 23! 

Gumucic Khoneh, p. 332 

Gumrukchee,"'' Collector of the Customs, p. 323 
Gnzarai^ land of the, p. 2 

H 

Hafiz, tomb of, p. 104 — his odes sung, p. 114— Der- 
veisii of the tomb, p. 143' — superstition connected 
with his works, p- 229 
Maji Hamza, p. 352 
Hakim, the governor of a city, p. 235 
Halisse, crown lands of Persia, p. 238 
Hallilali peak, p. 9— village of, p. 59 
ffalps, river, p. 352 

Emnaian (Echatana, p.233) Prince ofjp. 208 
Hamamlee,!^* 

IlABiwiBAn, tomb of, p, 352 
Maooz Sultan, p. 182 
Harem., the Podargus of Aerian, p. 52 
Harem, royal, at Ispahan, p. 166 — at Teheran, p. 225*— 
supplied by the Jmeen-ed-dowlak, p. 239 
Hares eaten by the Persians, p. 230 
HmM-bekeslitT eight Paradises sA Ispahan, 163 
Hassan €a.!eh, p* $17-8 
Hawks at 64-5 

Head dress iH: Persia, p» 246 

pleasure-house at p« 104 

Ilmm, used in dying beards, p. 231 
Heebjsrt, SirTHOMASj p* 5, note, 137 


Herring, from the Caspian, of Fisliesf'^ p= 230 

Hieratemis, of AaEiA!f, p« 52 
Hodja, schoolmaster, p. 333 

Honey of Kauzeroon, p. 93— of Skiraz aiitl. Teheran, p- 

230 

“ Ho&bara,^^ bustard, p. 6L 65 

Horse of the Dashtistm, &c. p. 62— of tlie Tnrc&mms, 
p. 62. 289— character of the Arab and Persian 
horses, p. 63. 82 — races, p. 210— horses painted, p. 
210 — ^liorsemanship of the Prince RojaJ, p. 2S0— of 
the Persians and Turks, p» 28 1 
Hospitality of the Turcomans, p. 289 
Hossein, ceremonies of the death of, p. 194-7, see 

p. 216 

Hossein Ali Mieza, Prince of Shiraz, p. 109. 117. 192 
— his present to the King, p. 208 
Hot w^ind on. the coast of Mekran, p. 6- — in the Gulph 

of Persia, p. 7 

Hot springs at Hassan Kaleh, p.'SI-S — at lUja, p.,325— 
near Kulep Hissar, p. 338 - 

Household of the Kiog of Persia, p. 217. 239 — ^female, 

p. 225 

Hummocks of Kem, Gulph ©f Persia, p. 9 
I— J 

Jaffer Ali Kha^% English Agent; at Skiraz, p. 29 — 
English letter from, p. 3 i— -character of, p» 43— sec 

p. 189. 192 

Jaffer Khan, King of Persia, p. 16 

‘‘ Jan-hazT one who plays aw’ay his souL p. 242 

Janik, port of, p. 338. 341 

Janizaries, p, 31 

Jasques, cape, p. 6. 48, 49. 124’ 

Jelowdarsj^ grooms, p. 64. 69 
Jemiiars of the Envoy’s guard, p. 194 
JemshseDjP. 125. 129. I49.T;67 ' 
jEarsHEBu’s p. 142 ■ ■ 

Jenghiz Khan, portrait of, p. 167— took. p. 233 

—plundered SuUanieh, p. 259 
Jerboa, p. 64 — description of, p. 65-T 
Jewels of the King, p. 214 
Jezaerchi,*' men who use blunderbusses, p. 30 
Joasmee Pirates capture the Spiph, are defeated by the 
Fereide, p. 44-6. 58< — destroyeds see note at the end, 

: p. 371 , , 

Jones, Sir Harfoeb, Envoy Extraordinary, passim, 
see conduct throughout the negocialioas, p. 199- 
■203" 

Joopum, district of tobacco j |k 19 
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JouAWWiT?; Jl£ p. 220. 204. 280 

JuEES, Dr. p. 3T. 52« 69. 229 

Julfa^ suburb of Ispahan., p. !68 

JpsuFF, Paclm^ Grand Vizier, p. 336. 338. 341 

Ibrahim, Hajee., Vizier of Aga Mahomeb Khan, p. 

21, L 210— put to cleatli by the present King*, p. 221 
Ibrahim, Pacha, governor of Baija%id^ p. 306 
Ice (reservoir of) at Shiraz^ p. 123 — at Telierarh p. 
228 

Ichtliyopliagi, on the coast of Mekran^ p. 50 
V?a,rni springs at, p. 325 
Imaum^ parish priest, p. 333 
Indian figures at Shapotir^ p. 90 
Indigo in Persia, p. 231 

Inscriptions at Tahrie.^.p. 51 — at ResMre, p. 59 — at 
ShapouVi p. 87 — at NuksM Rustam^ p. 126-7 —gilt at 
Fersepalis, p. 137 — at Madr^ Suleiman, p. 144 

^ — at Re^, p., 233 — at SuUanieh, p. 238, see p. 263. 
267- — at Mama Khatoun, p. 328 — at Ckerices, p. 355 — 
at Bali, p. 357. see plate xxix 
Introduetion to the Prince at SMraz, p. 107 — ^to the 
King at Teheran, p. 186 — again, p. 214 
Inimdation, p. 213 

,Jr££/r, animosity of the people of, to those of Fars, p. 
157/' 

Iris, river, now the Tozzanirmak, p. 343 
hh Agassi, master of the ceremonies at Shiraz, p. 100. 

108— at reherfiE??, p. 188 
Jsker Sou, village of, p. 340 
Islands in the Giiiph of Persia, p. 6. 52 
IsMAEu Beg, a favourite at Shiraz, p. 118. 120 
Ismael Beg Damgaunee? a favourite at the Court of 
Teheran, p. 216. 243 „ ■ 

IsmM, ancient jMeomedia, p. 36! 

Ispahan, p. 159-173 — ^reception of the Envoy, p. 161— 
extent’ of the city, p* 161 — general view, p. 169 — ^ 
inundation at, p. 213 — people of, ridiculed at 
p, 114 — character of, p. 241 ' 

I spakanek, Tillage of, p. 157. 159 
Isiakbai, p. 76, &c. (see p. 85, at Kauzeroon,) ai Shiraz, 
p. 97, &c. 

distinct from p, 129- 

■" K ' 

J&5#,roastmeat,;p. 324— shop sat. 

..fedacfeya finer cloth, p. 156. ,23 1 ' 

KaMat, Aress ef honour, p. 26— at Shiraz, p. 120 — at 
Teheran, p. 216— numbers distributed by the King,' 

''p,'2'0S'// v: 


Kalaal poshoon, near Shiraz, p. 123 
Kaleoon, water pipe, p. 13, &c. tib-^Kaleo&m of stale, 
at Shiraz, p. 109— at Teheran, p. 214 
Kamchaucks, the, p. 290 

Kamouncha, a species of violin, p. 113, see p<.225 
Kanauts, aqueducts, p. 147, &c.— making, p. 253 
Kara Colagh, p. 330 
Kara guzlou,tT\he, p« 37. 122 
Kara KhaderP Mack tents, p. 288. 302 
Kara Sou, rher, p. 325— another, p. 337 
Karalch, village near Teheran, p. 250 
Kashan,p. 177 — well at, p. ITS, note — manufactures, 
p. 231 — character of the people, p. 241 

Kalff, El, pearl bank at, p, 53 

Kauzeroon, p- 83. 92 

Kaveer, p. 182 

Kelki Irmak, p. 337. S42‘ 

Kelounter, the revenue collector, p. 235 
Kemeen, village near Per sep oils, p. 14.3 
Kemi, Island, gold dust in the torrents, p. 52 
Kerim Khan, Regent of Persia, p. 101— his works at 
Shiraz, p. 101-7. 221 — treasures of, p. 238 
Kerim Khan,, bearer of the King’s letter, p. 95 
Ket Kkoda, the chief of a village, p. 235 
Khaical, district of, p. 284 

Khaloel Khaneh, private hall of audience at Teheran, 
p. 188 — at SiiUameh, p. 260* 

Khan, a military title, p, 235 
a caravanserai, p. 345 

Khandaek, village of, p. 359 — character of the people, 
p. 360 

Kharrack, island of, p, 58, 54. 69 
Kharraek, town on the coast of Persia, p. 5! 
Kkaumaridge, p. 83, 84 
Kheleel.Khan,; p, ^ 

Khcnna, a dye, p. 231. 247 
KMsht, plain of, p, 80, 81 
KJiol, city and plain of, p. 298 
K}iona Kergaun,p* Ml 
Khoneh Khorrbh, p« 148 

Kkorassan, Prince of, p. 241, see Mesehed, p. 208 
Kkoresser, (Giilph of Persia), p, 51 
Khorremderr^y p. 256 

Khosh amedeed, p. 39. 96, compared with the Kkosh 
gueJdin of the Turks, p. 313, seep. ISO 
Khosh auh (see Buslieab, p. 7), near Bushire, p. 76 
river .Srr?am,;p. !80 : 
Kinar-U'gird, p. 182, 183. 250 

King:;Of thronej p. i 88— throne; of the 
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peacock, p. 19l-«~appeararice and ckarader, p. 191 
—dress, p. 192. 212 . 214^ — ^coaTersatioEs, p. 196. 
912« 2i5. 21S, 219 — coiidescensioE and ■ kiadaess.to 
tlie Eavoy, p. 219-20 
Kishmis^ Island of, Ckilpb of Persia, p. 6 
KfZzil OzaM, tiyqt of, p. 266. 2ST 
Kokro&d, town and Taliey of, p. !T6 
Konieshah, p. 155 
lCo?iar-U‘tackia, p. 81 

Ko&iafrmigey^ Frank's liat iil Shiraz, p. 1Q6. lil—at 
Teheran, p. 214. 218 — at Sultmntdt, p. 260 
Koojn, city of, |:.s. 179 — •ruins a lioly city, p. ISO— ma- 
imfo-ctures, p. 23! — see p. 289 
Koran, Yiliage of, p. 251 
Kuie^ Hmar, p. 337 
Kiiizmii, see of, p. 290, note 
Kwniinund, noose used in w'ar, p. 242 
Kunjurs, daggers, p. 112, &c. 125. 2'-'-!5 
Kupeigli, Grand Vizier, p. 358 

cloufeci cream, p. 32'i 

L 

Lacs, tribe of the, p. 240 
Landed property hereditary, p. 237 
Xiaadscape scenery, (see at Tabriz, p. 294,) at Mama 
Kimtoun, p. 327 — at Ckiflik, p. 330— -at Carajar, p. 
331^ — Cara E'issar, p. 334 — ICuie^ Hlssar, p. 338 — 
near Nicksar, p. 341 — Cqja. IHssar, p. 353 — Boli^ 
|i. 359 

hangar ood, Tillage of, p. 179 
Language of Persia, p. 262. 271. 288 
Laristan, p. 49 

Latin inscription at Armaghmieh, p. 263 
Me Brun, p. 106. 129. 133, 134. 136. 243 
L(^tters from Jaffer Aw Khan in English, p. 31 — 
from the King of Persia, p. 95 . 149. 183. 21.9' — from 
the King of England, p. 160— -from the Goyernor. 
General, p. 219— letter from a Persian to the Envoy 
in English, p. 203 
Lin N Alius, note, p. 260 

Lion of Persia, p. 62. 64— at Shiraz, p. 120— at Teheran, 
]_g- 7 — combat with an ox, p. 209 — lion in stone, 
over, a tomb at herces, p. 85— at DesU-e-arjun, 
p. 94*.-.at Komeshah, p. 156 — at SiMn Caieh, p. 257— 
at A7i:^?rd,. p. 3.01 

Lic|noidce, wild, near 129 

Loane, Mr. prisoner among the pirates, p. 44 
Lokmalt,"' paste puff, p. 324 
Looties, mountebanks, p. 209, 210 


Looft Ali Khan, p. 16. 181 

L ^ cus , ancient, now the Keiki Irmak ^ p. 33t 

M 

Maaien Kebhae, at, p. 329. 344 

Iliads, mountain of Ararct, p. 306 
Mahomed Ali Khan, Prince tyf BamMian, ;p. 2S§ 
Mahomed Hassan Khan Kar-aguzeou, p. 3T. 41— 

sent from Shiraz, p, 1 22 

AIahomed Hosseis Khan, Ameen-eiAindak, p. 166. 
no-l — his house, p. 184 — visits the Envoy, p, 1S3— 
receives the Envoy, p. 193. 199— present to the 
King.p. 208. 210, 211. 216. 22i 
Mahomed Hussein Khan Mervee, p. 188 
Mahomed Jaffer, vice Governor of BmMre , p*2#, 
26, 2T. 38 

AIahomed Khan, Jllehmandar of Shiraz, p. 123 
AIahomed Nebee Khan, Persian Embassador to Ckl- 
euita, p. 23— history . of, note., , p. S3— Goveriar of 
p. 23. 25. 27. 71. 73. 75 

AIahomed Zeky Khan, the Mehmandar, p. 42. 60. llSi 
122 

Maidan Skah, at Ispahan, p. 169 
Malcolm, Brigadier General, p. 23* 31 . 83* [p. 199.] 
Maleeai, original right of the crown, p. 236 
Alalia, f. SIS 

Mama KJmtmn, village of, p., 327 — ^fxadilioB of itf 
foundation, p. 328 
il/ am a Sela meh, p . 6 
Manantour, village of, p. 329 
Mandelsloe, p. 133. 136 



Marcwan, p. 350 
Mares, herds of, p. 263, 304 
Mar-inot, p. 260- 

; Mat-houses of p. 5 a, 

MaunB''lilb3. pim.U0'' 

3Iaxhood Begg^, 154 
Mapar,p.lbl 
Mazanderan, p. 287 
3IeaisA clubs, p. 85 ' 

Aledicine of Persia, p. 229 

Medresse, Skah SmUanJlassem college, at Ispahan, f. 

163 — ^Afedresse Jedeh, p. 164\ 

Meer Sakee, |1. 177 

Melrnmndar, office of, p. 36. 73..293— appomle^ tovtig 
Mission, p. 42. 101 

coast of, p. Sofi. 49 , 

Meions.at 8^3^23?, p. 174 ■ 

•K ■ ■ 
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3Iamweh Sunnis p. 82 
Meraughe% town of, p. 278 
Merchaots of Persia, p. 231 

MeriasM^ plain of, p« 49., 124— covered with antiqui-. 
ties, p. 125 

Wlesclied^ Prince of, p- 208 
Meshed Omomi^ p. 143 
Mesjid MaireSideiman^f. 144 
Wlimneh^ village of, p. 266-10 

Military establishment of Persia: at Skiraz^ p. 110 — 
at Teheran^ p. 240 — at Tabriz^ 282 — seep. 241 — 

and generally, p. 240— at Zcngsn, p. 261 — military 
qualities, p. 281. 366 
Mineral springs, p. 18 

Mines of silver, p. 238 — of iron, p. 2S3 — of lead, p. 
284- ^ 

Mimn^ on the Gulph of Persia, p. 49 ■ 

Jfm, p. 338 . 

Mirza, hereditary title of Persia, p. 234 
Mirz-4 Abul Hassan, late Envoy to the Court of Lon-' 
don, p. 36. 149. 353. 364— history of, 220-3 I 

Mirza Bozurk, minister at Tabriz^ 282 
Mirza Hassan, son of Mirza Bozurk, p. 285 
Mirza, Eez^, Embassador to Buonaparte, p. 193. 
216. 253 

“ .Mirza of Nusserabad^^^ p. 118 

Molmrrem^ p. IIS. 180. 188 — ceremonies of, p. 194-1 

Maliah SuIeiman^f, SI 3 

Mi&nze, cape, p, 5 

‘‘ Moabareky" p. 6 , ' 

Moodjdeh^ p. 332 

Moodjdeklaok. p. 42.93 

Mormi, cape, p. -3 

Jforgteh, ,p.l43., 141^ V: 

Mosques of Shiraz, p. 102— of Ispahan, p. 110--*of 
Teheran, p. 225 
■Moss, village of, p. 329 

curdled milk, 'p. 252 ' 

Mountain Bobbers, p. 83 

^ Mourchekourd, battle of, p. l15, ■ I 

an assembly, p. 206 , i 

'/■Mulesrp. 353 , ' , ■ 

■WnUak:alM&t&y'p*lB3''' 

Imaum of, p. l— pearl trade of,, p. 53, 

Musk, p. 113, 114 

MmuUom, cape, p. 6 . 51 : 

N 

Mab&n, cape, p. 1' — ^|>ear! shoal, p. 53 


Nadir Shah, p. 16— portrait of, p. 163— victory of, 
p. 115 — death, p. 221— treasures, p. 265 
NaksM Rustam, (see p. 89), p. 125-9, seep. 201 
Naptha, springs of, p.- 18 — applied to the skins of 
camels, p. 18— flame little calid, p. 113 

Marangistoun, greenhouse Ispahan, p. 161 

Nasakcliee Bashee, chief executioner, office of rank 
under the Prince at Shiraz, p. ,19 — under the King at 
Teheran, p. 204. 201— conduct to the Mission, p. 34 
Nasr Oacah Khan, minister at Shiraz, p. AOl, 102. 
110. Ill 

Nautilus, cruiser, attacked by the pirates, p.43 
Nazir, p. 201. 369 

Negaristan, summer palace at l^eheran, p. 221 
Negociations begun at Buslme, p. 29. 34. 31. 41' — at 
Shiraz, p. Ill — at Ispahan, p. 159— at Teheran, p. 
198-203, see p. 212-3. 216 
Nerciat, M. p. 220. 280 
jYeshki character, p. 59 
Niebuhr, p. 16, note 133. 135 
JSTiksar, ancient jYescwsarea, 342 
Nitrous acid, p. IS 

JNokara Khoneh, near Persepolis, p. 125 — at Ispahan, 
p. no — 'Rt Teheran, p. 209 

Noorp tribe, one of the new-modelled corps, p. 30»^ 

42 

Norooz, eve of, p. 204 — history and ceremonies of the, 
p. 204-6, see p. 231. 240 

.Norooz Khan, master of the" ceremonies at the Court 
of 27? JicrRH, p. 184. 188 
iVoMrf, village of, p. 253 
Nmscrahad, 

O 

0/res, of copper, p. 345 
Ojlearius, p. 136. 287 
OiHviEE, p. 16, note 
Oman, province of, p. 8 

Omar, name of, p. 62— O-mur Couslien, day of, p, 249 

Omen of a serpent, p. 316 

0r?»ws, island of, p. 52 

Oroumi, town of, p, 305 

Osmaftjik, town of, p. 352 

O/ 02 /r, river, p. 298 

Otter, p. 359 

OusELEY, Sir Gore, Bart. p. 36 
Oxen, used ia plougliing. p. S6U 213— as beasts of 
burthen, p. 300 
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PtfcIWs mode' of iavestiture, p. 332 
Paiiitiags in Persia, at Shiraz, p. 105, I Ispahan, 
p. 165* 167— -at Teheran, p. 192. 227 
Fakimr, the servant of the Kel Klmda, p. 235— palaces 
of the King ni Shiraz, p. 107 — Ispahan, p- 164-8— 
at Teheran, p. IS7* 226 — SuUanihh, p. 260 
Palma Christi, at Shape w\ p. 92 

Partridges on trees, p, 64—“ desert partridge, 

p. 77 

.Pasa^ardm, p. 145 

Passage of the mountains, p. 80. 82 
PassangGor, village of, p. 179 
Pavilion of the clock, p. 170 
Peacocks, favourites in Persia, p.214 
Pearl fishery, p. 44 — described, p. 52-6 — ^two kinds of 
pearls, p. 53 — mode of speculation, p. 53 — divers, 
p. 54— consistency of the pearl, p. 55. 

“ mountain, p. .94 . 

PeisMmh, a tax, the “ bene'volence^’ of Persia, -p. 
237 

Peish-namuz, chief priest, p. 33. 40 
Peninaiisliip, importance of, in Persia, p. 217 
Pennant, note, p. 260 
Perik, near Khei, p. 300 

Persepolis, si -view, p. 129 — description, p. 129-137, 
see p. 20! 

PersepolUan character, at Tahrie, p. 51— at Mesjid. 

Madri Suleiman, p. 144— at Fasa, p. 234 
Persia, outlines of the geography, p. 48 
Persian dress, p. 38. 243-8— horse equipage, p. 38 — ' 
horses, p. 62-3 — riding, p. 71. 82— skulls, p. 77 — na- 
tional character compared with the Turks, p. 362-6 
— ^their voyage, p. 367 

Persian 'Secretary taken by the Pirates, p. 45 
city of, note, p. 4 , 

Pigeons, abundance of, p. 123— see 'p.' 155 , 

Pile Ruihar, pass of, p. 287 ' 

Pillau, p. 324 

Plough near Bm'hire, p. 60— near SuUmUJh F- 261— 
near Tabriz, p. 275 

of Arrian, p. 52 
Poet, the chief, p. 185-6. 195 
PoelBaUmlc, p. 180. 213 
PgoI Ispahan, p- TID 

Pml Khan, bridge over the Bund-emir, p. 124 
Poplars, almost the only wood of AderMgian, p. 274. 
277 

Population of Persia, p« 155* 240--'Of Ispahm,p> 171 

.' 3 E 


—of Tabriz, p. 234‘^of Khm, p. 299— of drz-rmm, 

p. 322 

Portuguese establishments at Qu&del, p. 4— at. Cape 
BusUon, p. 51— at llesMrc, p. 59 
Fosmee, cape, p. 4 

Post-houses, established tbroiigli, the north of Persia,. 

p. 269-70 — see p. 354— in. Turkey, p. 5i5T 
Pour-bunder, in the Guzarat, p, 2 
Presents, custom, of, in Persia, 'p. 205,, 36. 73. 101. 121 
—anecdote at Komeshak, p. 156— from the Prince 
at Shiraz, p. 97 — again, p. 120 — ^froin the King of 
England, p. 186 — ^from Mirza Sheffbea, p. 1.94— 
fro.m the King of Persia to the .Envoy, p. 204. 215— 
to his court, p. 203 — ^|)reseiits to the King, p. 208— 
to the Envoy, p. 204 

Princes of Persia, p« 121. 192. 210 — ^tlieir numbers, p. 
226 — ^iheir presents to the King, p. 208 — Prince of 
SMrfl^-r-see Hossein Ali Mirza, 

Purtun, p. 326 ■ 

a.. 

Qujar, (see Cadjar), p. 241 
Quoins, islands of the, p. 6 

R ' 

Races at Te/ferfif?!-, p. '210 
Ramazan, fast of, p. 40, 4i 

Rams, combat of, at Shiraz, p. I Ml— at Tehemn, p. 

208 

Ranks in Persia, p. 234 
Rate of travelling, p. 181 
Rapats of Persia, p. 235 
Reshire, ruins of, p. 10 — described, p. 5S 
Resht, manufactures at, p. 231 
Resident’s guard at BmMre, p. 58 
Revenue- of Persia, p. 236— of Pars, p* 110- — of 
Aderbigian, p. 284 — of Khakal, p. 284— of Kkoi, p. 
299 

Rep, ruins of, ancient Rkages, p. 232 
Rhadars, stations of, p. 82, 96. 123. 296- 
Richarbson, on the Norooz, p* 205-6 
Road, ancient, p. 232 

stream of, p. 123 
Rodo-dendron, 92 
Rkohelia,p, 160 

Roman figures at SImp&ur, p, 87 . 88. 90. 127 
Roo Si^eedF^^' TOO seeahp $l ' 

Rope dancers at SMrm, p. Ill— at Teheran, p. 205 

Roselkeim, p. 44 
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RiisskEwarj p. 30. §3. 21 L *255. 291— prisoners 

a.t SMraz^ p.JlS 
Ewstamj p. 140. 20i 

SmtMad^ pavilioa of, p. 1S3 

Saimjiz^ take of, |i. SOO—towii, p, 361 . ^ 

Sacrifice of, biiliocks uX Bushire^ p. 75— “of a lam!) in 
Asia Minor, p. 341 
&£fer, a tax, p. 237 

Sahmi^ .measure of an lioiir, p. Sl)5. 326 
Sae bew Sa,L 5 pirate chief, p. 44 
S&iwms^ sculpteres at, p. 299 
Salmon, from the Caspian, p. 23i 
Saltee, Captain, p. 50 

Salt soil, p* 174. 227. 293— salt desert, p. 179. iSS^ 
184 

Samck Bolagky diiicimt Shererwmh^'l^* 

Sagim^ Tillage near Ispelimi, p. 174 
Seulplures at Simpmir, p. 87-91 — -at Makshi Rustam^ p. 
125-8 — at PersepoUs^ p. 129-36— near it, p. 137-9—, 
at StiUmiBij p, 259^ — at Saimm^ p. 299 ■ ' I 

SeutUTh p. 362 i 

Seaey,. Lieutenant of the Ternaie^ p 69 
Se/er, month of, p. 213 i 

,Sef FI'S, Princes of the bouse of, p. 153. 155,. 157. 162. 
1,65. 168. 175, !77. 230— works of, f. 227. 233. 254. 
271-2. 268', ■ ' 

Seidmn, Tillage of, p,. 142 
SeikSi p. SO - 

Ser-mty effect of the vapour, -;ip'*'294 ' 

one who plays away his head, p .242' - 
Ser-keck€€k€hfe^'* M2 
Serie&^ cape, p. 51 

„ Sewnni^ Tillage of,, p. ,142— riter of, p. 129. IS7. M2 
SiiAij Thamas, p. 162 
Ska'k Freng^ p. 167 

lake of, p. 278. 294-5 

ShapauTy nier of, p. 82— city, p. 84— visited, p. 85 — 
sculptures, p. "87-9 i— theatre, p. 9!— suhlerraneous 
passages, p. 92— sculptures compared with those near 
Persep&ihy p. 126, 127. 139, see p. 20.1 
Shawls of Ketmmy p. 231— of Cmhmirey p. 246 
Shebestery town of, p. 295 
Sheep skins, p 246 

Sheik Am Khai^ one of the King’s sons, p. 253 
Sheik Kasr. of Bnslircy history of, p. i#— mode of 
suiBmor.s to lii.s Btaiidaril, p. 17^ i8. '77 
Shem-Irmn^ village of, p, 213 


Sheridan", Mr. Thomas HenrYj p. I,2» 69 
Shepahs ani Sunnis^ |>. 57. 62. 157 
Ske^rany di,str,i,ct of, p. 332 

Sliip-building, p. 283 — siii'ps on the Caspian, p« 287 
SMmzy approach to, p. 97— entrance, p. 100 — descri|> 
lion of, p. 102-7— departure from, p. 123— t,ra.de of,, 
p.2SI 

Shirley, Sir Robert, note, p. 5 
Skmigistirmij village of, p. 153 
Simosier, city of, p. 221, 222. 231 
' Seah RaleJh village of, p. 257 
SeaM Behany village of, p. 257 , 

'Silk of GMim and Mazandermiy p. 231 
Simmons, Captain, p. 58 
Singular exhibitioE of a negro, p. i:12 
5i'« 5iii, caravaEserai.at,. p. 179 
Skein E, Captain, f. 52, 

Sleep, little necessary, f.. 353' ■ 

Smith, Afr. Hankey, Resiclent at BusMrey p. 33 
Smoking 'in Persia, ImieQom.y p. 13— -apfaratiis, p. 

I ceremonies, p. 286 
I Sm^ruMy p. 366 
I Soap wort, p. 183 
SefraF f- 74 

SoiiEiMAN, the Caleph, p. 14;5^tlie Shah of Persia^ 
'' p. 230 

SoXOMON, p. 149 

SoNWiNi, on the p. 65-7 

Soundings in the Culpli'Of Persia, ;p. 9 . 

Sphinxes at 130. 13.3.,! 3:5' 

Spoons as a musical .instruiiient,. p, ,;II3 
Sports of the jBwwii, p. 41 ■, 

Springs usicler the sea, p. 52 

Storm at BusMrey p. 60 — at Kbom Kmreky p. 148— i'n 
' 'AierbigfMmf p. 302— at »dr%--r 0 nmy p. 326— near €«* 
reJay p. 334. 337— at p. 355 

■Suecessy frigate, p. 366 

Sugar candy, bottles of, hroken in honour of llie Envoy, 
p. 84. .97. 124.. 143 

SuttmlB?., mlm and tomb of, p. 257— new city, p. 259 
AimiA*, p.50. 57.62. 157 . 

Superstitious, of lactian sailors, p» .6— rof Persia, p. 62. 

213. 230— Hafias, p. 229 
Suraiy pearl market at, p. 53 
Surmcky p. 149 

‘‘ Samjeesy^ condactori, ,p. 357 
Swallow, while, il Bus^irej p. >61 
Sweetmeats, p. 13. 72. 171, see p. 20S 
.Smixs, ilaj.cr L. P. p. 1 
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city ©f, STf?-©— -marile of, p. i04, ID.S, I.6S. 

2^ ■ 

Tahrie, ruins and sculptures at, p. SI 

T^iMii-a^Kmljar dit Skirmi^^, i#T— -at fVliemi, p. g26-T . . 

TiikM^a-Jamskeed^f^lW 

Takkl-a49f}0s ; throne of the peacock, p. 191 

Takkt-e-mwan, letter, p. 158. 161. 180. i8t, 18S 

Talamash, M. siogiilar story of, note, p. S3 

Tamarisk trees, p. 76 

Tabierlane, bniid of, p. 124 — ^portrait of, 16^ 
Tangistoun, f . Bl 
Tasa7ij\ village of, p. 297 
T'iz-ter,?, p. 332. 356 

Teheran^ p. 180-2 — first view, p, iSS-— description of, 
p. 224 — unwholesome, p. 229 — -contrasted with CQn-'^ 
stanM'mpIe^ 'p. SB4t 

Tehmisf p. 231“ — ^qii. riy/iffie/i, p. 245 
Tengui All A char ^ near^lsma, p. 106. 122— -near Sul- 
Ii2nz3, p. 257 

Tengui Turk&un^ mountain pass, p. 84 
Tents, comforts of, p. 302 

Terraced roofs at 321 i 

Thauhetj the. Governor of a town, p. 235 j 

Theatre, remains of, at Shap&ur^ p. 91 | 

Theft, punishment of, in Persia, p. 204 
Throne of the King of Persia, marble, p. 188— of the 
peacock, p. 191 

Tigris^ source of the, p. 325 , • 

Timber? mode of felling, p. 339. 369 
Ti:'»!UR Beo, liistory of, p. 313 ■ j 

Tobacco, monopoly of, p. 19 ■ . ’ 

Tocai, p. 344 

Tomaun^ nearly equal to a pound sterling, p. 2! 

Tomb of the son of 'K,er *;ai Khax, p. 103 — of Haviz, 
at SMraz.,' p. :1.04— to?5.".,bs, at NaksM Ruslam^ .p. 125.' 
128 — at Persepoiis, p. 132- — at Messed Aiairh Sulei- 
man^ p. 144 — tomb - of Cyrus? p. 145 — of Shah' 
BezAj near Pef^'icshah, p. 15e«— “tomb msLf Kohrood^ 
p."177 — of Ihaum P-eza, p. ISO- 256—- of his ..aister, 
p. igo — of his son, 249- — of a' wife of Imaum Hossein, 
p. 233— -of Sultan Maho 3 «ed KHOUABENOEif?'. at 
p. 257 — of Shescsb, near' Kkai^ p- 300— 
aiicieni toiXibs at Aoss, p. 329— at Cherkes^ p. 355— 
at FAi, p. S5T 

Tonihs^ the, isknds, p. 6. 43 
re.tf7/, p. S53 ' 

Tmf’cMzi captura of, p. 265 ^ 

Tozzan Irmuk^ river, p» 343. 345 


Trade of Persia, see p. 237. 2i9 
Travdling, rate of, ' p. I-SI — mode of, p» 

Treasures of the King of Persia, p* 23S. 265 
Treaties signed, p. 201-3 — former treaty of Persia with 

France, p. 216 
Trebisonde, p. 322. 332 
Tribes of Persia, p. 240 
Tribute of Persia, p. 236-8. 240 
Tumbling, p. 112 
Tumuli, or Tape, p. 251 
Turcamms, p. 77. 288-90' 

Tureomen Cliepee, village of, p. 2T§ 

Turkhal, p. 34S 

Turkish soldiery, (see Bapmcls)^ f. 3P' — 

p. 364 — enter tainment, p. 323 
Turks and Persians, p. 362-6 

Turpah Caleb, siege of, p. 3i2—re€eptlpn at fhe castk 

. of, p. 313-4 

.r, ' 

Van, city and lake of, p. 296. 303 ' 

VeTdistan,zd.fe, p. 9.43 — shoal of, p. 53 
Yincent, Dr. p. 3. 52 

Vines in Persia, p. 251. 253— mode of caltivatloa at 
I Tabriz, p. 277 
' sour cherry,, p. 338 

Visit, Persian, p. 13.39-40. 72 

Volcanoes, nea.r Saidabad, p. 273— near Tabriz^ p. 27"7««- 

I volcanic matter, p. 305 

! ■ ■ 

; W . 

I Wah&bees, p. 52. 222. 372 

Waky^'' landed property in Persia, p= 237 ' 

Waltz, p. 365 

Water of Buskire, p. 60— of Teheran, p, 2-29 
Water-cresses, p, 227 

Water-mill, anciejit custom attached to, p. 240 
Weather at BmsMre, p. 61 — -at Tekemm, p. 230— 
r&um, p. 326 

Weil, p. 175— mafvelloii5at&5s&0a,'p. 178 , 

Wheeled carnages, p. 300 ■ 

Wigs of the ancient 'Persians^ p. 89 
WiEoocK, Cornet Heney, now Lieutettant Commaaiier 
of the Body Guard, f. 1,2. 37. 69. 118. 181 . ' 
Wind chiiBiiies at Buskire^ 57 
Wine in Persia, p.; 166 - 
Wolves, p. 359 , 

Women of Bmfiire, p. 61— of BMine, p. 3i0— gene- 
rally, of 'Persia, p. 368-70— edacatiom of, p. 369— 
beauty^, f » ^68 


. ■,i ,i -i .'J 
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INBEX. 


Wooif scarcity - ofj (in the Guiph), p. 14-t-^at Ispahan, 
p» WQ-^m t^derMgian, 2T2— -near Arz-r&mn, p« 326—* 
ab^adaEce of, in Asia Mmor, p. 334-5 &c. p.359— 
cc, ^parcj p« 354 I 

Wrestlers; at Shimz, p. 119— at Teheran, ,p. 209' 

Y ' 

Takni,''^ Irisli stew, p. 324 
Tamrt” curdled milk, p, 252 
Yeiuk,'"^ a led horse, p« 38 

Fezd, marble of, p» 188-^sbawk and stuffs of, p, 208 
Yezd, Prince of, p, 208 
Fezikkhamt, p» 152— town and valley of 
Ybzid, the €ai.iph, ia the celebration of the Afo/mr- 
r«, p. I95»6, 216 
roK«g'ffll4 village of, f. SI l«2 ■; 

Ywsuff Bbg,' at SMra%, p. 101-™«*query Ishaev Beg, 

f. 118. 1211 


Zaiandermd, river of Ispahmh p. 160. 168. 1 1' 4— over- 
flows, p. 213 

Zain Labadeen, Brother of Hossein, p. 196 
Zain. Labadbbn, Chief Secretary and Private Minister 
to the Prince at Shiraz, p. 100. IIT. 122 
‘‘ ZaptS Shah/’ property forfeited to the King, p. 23T 
Zaitl Khak, Governor of KMst ,* his history, p» 80 
YauvUh, village of, p. 301 
Zebra at Vienna, p. 193 
Ziera, village of, p. 82 
Zenana, p. 166 
Zengan, village of, p. 261 
Zergoon, piai'ii and town of, p. 124 
Zomboorek,” artillery on camels, p. 108— at Teheran t 

P. 210 \ 

I Zoroaster, works, of, p. 234 

\zuni, dynasty of the Royal Family -of, p. 150. 243 
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